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ANTITHEFT DEVICE F

OR GASOLINE TANKS

Frank E. McGillicuddy and Martin P. Mockler,
Cleveland, Ohio

Application May 27, 1
Renewed Nove

1 Claim.

This invention relates broadly to gasoline tanks
of the type with which motor vehicles are pro-
vided for storing gasoline fed from such tanks
to the internal combustion engine.

More particularly the invention is concerned
with means for preventing the theft or unau-

. thorized removal of gasoline from these tanks by
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syphoning or through any other method or ap-
paratus.

An object of the invention is to provide an
anti-theft device of this character which may be
applied to the tank regardless of the position of
the filling neck or spout, that is fo say, whether
the filling neck or spout be either at the top or
side of the tank.

The invention together with its objects and ad-
vantages will be best understood from a study
of the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a sectional view through a tank
having a spout in the top thereof, and illustrat-
ing an application of the invention.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken at right an-
gles to Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a plan view of the anti-theft device.

Figure 4 is an elevational view of the gasocline
tank having the filling spout at one end thereof
and parts broken away to illustrate the appli-
cation of a slightly modified form of the inven-
tion.

Tigure 5 is a plan view of the anti-theft device
shown in Figure 4.

Figure 6 is an end elevational view of the anti-
theft device shown in Figure 5.

Figure 7 is a plan view of still another form
of the invention,

Figure 8 is an end elevational view of the anti-
theft device shown in Figure 7.

Tigure 9 is a plan view of still another form of
anti-theft device.

Figure 10 is an end elevational view thereof.

Referring more in detail to the drawings it
will be seen that in each form of the invention
the anti-theft device is in the form of a per-
forated plate adapted to be disposed in operative
position to the filling neck of the tank in such
a manner as to prevent a hose or the like being
so inserted in the tank as to be used for drawing
off the contents of the tank by syphoning or
otherwise; and that the plate at at least one
end thereof is provided with an upstanding wall
so as to prevent the syphon tube being passed
over the edge of the plate and into the tank.

In the form of the invention shown in Figures
1 to 3 inclusive, the anti-theft device therein il-
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lustrated is particularly adapted for use with a
gasoline tank of the type having the filling neck
in the top thereof. Thus it will be seen that a
portion of such a tank is illustrated and indi-
cated by the reference numeral {. The neck of
the tank is indicated by the reference numeral 2.
The anti-theft device in this form of the inven-
tion is illustrated generally by the numeral 3.

In this first form of the invention the anti-
theft device is in the form of a pair of integral
longitudinally spaced plates 6—6 provided with
perforations as at T. The perforations 7 are in
the form of elongated transverse slots arranged
in longitudinal rows and disposed at opposite sides
of the longitudinal middle of the plates. The
side edges of the plate are provided with down-
turned flanges 8 through the medium of which
the plates are secured in position, by welding or
the like, within the tank.

At their inner or confronting edges, the plates
6 are connected by a divider 9. The divider 9
extends upwardly from the edges of the plates 8
and is integral with the edges of the plates as
shown. This divider 9 is in the form of a pair
of integral oppositely inclined plate-like mem-
bers $g which at the apex of the divider and at
opposite ends of the divider have edges curving
away from one another toward the ends of the
plates 9¢ so as not to unduly interfere with the
flow of the gasoline into the tank.

Also, each of the plates at its free edge is pro-
vided with an integral upstanding side 10 the
upper edge of which, as pest shown in Figure 2,
is curved to conform to the curvature of the wall
of the tank I. These sides {0 are also provided
with perforations {1 in the form of vertical elon-
gated slots as also shown in Figure 2. The pur-
pose of these slots {1 is to permit the air to
escape as the tank is being filled with gasoline.

Tt will thus be seen that with a device of this
character, the tank { may be easily filled with
gasoline but much difficulty will be encountered
in attempting to syphon the fuel contents from
the tank. Thus the device will serve admirably
to prevent unauthorized removal of fuel from
the tank.

Tn the form of the invention shown in Figures
4 to 6 inclusive the anti-theft device therein in-
dicated generally by the reference numeral 12 is
particularly adapted for use in conjunction with
5 fuel tank i3 having its filling neck 14 provided
at one end thereof as shown in Figure 4.

The anti-theft device 12 is in the form of an
oblong plate 9, perforated, the perforations in
this instance being in the form of small apertures
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{6. The plate 15 along its longitudinal edge
is provided with down turned flanges 11 through
the medium of which the plate is secured by weld-
ing or in any other suitable manner within the
tank 13 with one end edge of the plate {5 abut-
ting the end wall of the tank from which the
spout 14 extends. At its opposite end the plate 15
is provided with an upstanding side flange 18 the
upper edge of which is curved to conform to the
dome or top of the tank 13, and the side or flange
18 is also provided with perforations 9 in the
form of holes similar to perforations 16. Thus it
will be seen that with the anti-theft device 12 ar-
ranged in the tank as shown and described the
tank may be filled in the usual manner but sy-
phoning or unauthorized removal of the gasoline
from the tank will be rendered difficult if not
impossible. )

The remaining two forms of the invention as
shown in Figures 7 and 8 and 9 and 10 respective-
ly and indicated generally by the reference nu-
merals 20 and 21 respectively are also adapted for
use in the same manner as the anti~theft device {2,

The anti-theft device 20 is similar to the anti-
theft device 12 except that the perforations-in the
Dlate and side flange of the device 20 are in the
form of elongated slots 22 and 23 respectively.

The anti-theft device 21 is also similar to the
anti-theft device 12 except that while “the perfo-
rations 24 are in the form of elongated slots, the
plate of the anti-theft device 24 on the ‘opposite
side thereof, and adjacent one longitudinal edge
of each slot 24 is provided with a depending

2,104,132

baffle 26. The bafles 26 are formed by punching
the slots 24 from the plate and bending the
punched-out portions of the plate downwardly at
an angle to the plate as illustrated. Also, in this
form of the invention the .endwall or side has its
perforations 25 in the form, of small apertures as
shown in Figure 10. T

It is thought that a clear understanding of the
use and utility of the invention will be had with-
out a further detailed description.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new is:

An anti-theft device for fuel tanks provided
with 2 filling opening in an end wall thereof, said
anti-theft device being in the form of a perfo-
rated plate arranged within the tank and having
longitudinal flanges on its opposite side edges for
securing to the walls of the tank at opposite sides
of the tank, said plate having an end edge in
abutting relation with the end wall of the tank
equipped with the filling opening, and a flange
extending at right angles from the plate at the
end thereof remote from said end wall and filling
the space between said plate and the top wall of
the tank said longitudinal flanges being curved
transversely and said last-named flange having
its upper edge curved longitudinally and all of the
curved portions of said flanges conforming to the
curvature of the walls of the tank %o snugly con-
tact the tank throughout the entire perimeter of
the plate. - )

FRANK E. McGILLICUDDY.
MARTIN P. MOCKLER.
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