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This invention relates to improvements in novelty
containers and the like.

An object of the invention is to provide a novelty
container or the like, which may be made of flexible
wall material, and formed with releasable fastening means
whereby it may be used in either opened-out or closed
positions.

Another object of the invention is to prov1de a novelty
container .or the like, in which there is a main body
formed of flexible sheet material, with fastening means
cooperating with selected edges or margins of the main
body, so that, when fully opened out, with said fasten-
‘ing means unfastened, the body assumes a plane con-
tour, but when said fastening means are fastened in
whole or in part, as desired, the device becomes a con-
tainer for use.

A further object of the invention is to provide a
novelty article which may be used either as a mat or
cover member, and, when fastened in portions thereof,
may be used as a bag or container, without the need
for use of any tools or the like to do so.

Still another object of the invention is to provide
a novelty article which when opened out has the appear-
ance of a flexible mat, cover. or the like, with well defined
marginal edge portions, the edge portions being provided
with slide fasteners or the like to cooperate with their
similarly provided neighboring edges to engage therewith,
so that when, for example a cooperative single pair of
such edge portions is fastened together, a protective hood
device is formed which may be placed over the head
of the user for protection from the elements, and when
more than said single pair of edge portions are each
engaged with its mate, then the article assumes the form
of an enclosure container, of substantial containing
capacity. ) )

Still a further object of the invention is to provide a
novelty article of the type described, which may be
employed as an insulating container for perishable foods,
or the like, or for containing wet articles, such as bathing
suits, diapers, etc., the walls of the article being formed
of suitable material with insulation as needed or desired.

Another object of the invention is to provide a novelty
article of the type described, which is engageable with
a second similar article to form a composite mat or the
like.

~Afurther object of the myentlon is to provide a novelty
article of the type described, which is simple in design,
inexpensive to manufacture, highly effective for its many
intended purposes, and rugged in use.

These and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following description
of a preferred embodiment thereof, as illustrated in the
accompanylng drawings, forming a part hereof, and in
which:

FIGURE 1 is a face view showing a preferred form
of the device in fully opened out disposition, as seen
looking toward the normally inner surface thereof.

FIGURE 2 is a view taken from the same aspect as
FIGURE 1, but showing the device in closed. dlsposmon
but remaining with the handles retracted.
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FIGURE 3 is-a side elevational view of the .device

shown in FIGURE 2, but with the handles extended
ready for carrying of the device.
FIGURE 4 is a face view. showing -another form -of
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the invention with rounded contours wher seen in
opened out face view.

FIGURE 5 is a face view showing how two devices are
joinable together to form a long composite device or mat.

FIGURE 6 is a sectional elevational view taken sub-
stantially on plane 6—6 of FIGURE 1, showing optional
insulation’ construction.

FIGURE 7 is a view similar to that of FIGURE 2,
but showing a modified form of construction, in which
the direction of movement of the slider for closing is
toward the center as shown. ' ‘

In connection with the manufacture and use of con-
tainers and the like articles, versa’uhty in use is quite
important, so as to permit of using the device for more
than one purpose without structural alteration or need
for tools. The present invention provides a versatile
novelty container which may be opened out to form
a pad, mat, or covering, and constructed to permit of
serial attachment of more than one such devices together
to form a larger pad, mat or the like. In addition, by
use of slide fasteners of various types, carried on the
marginal areas of the device body, it is possible to engage
mating slide fasteners to form a hollow, chambered
container, with handles for portability, the walls of the
device being relatively flexible to permit of assuming
agreeable contours to the eye, and also to accommodate
the contents. Further, by use of intermediate layers of
insulating .or waterproofing material in the device body,
further heat insulation or waterproofing may be achieved,
for the contents. By making the device of relatively few
elements, low cost is attained, without sacrificing exther
versatility or attractiveness.

In order to understand clearly the nature of the inven-
tion, and the best means for employing: the same and
carrymg it out, reference may now be had to the draw-
ings, in which like numerals denote similar parts through-
out the several views. ,

As shown, there is a main device body generally indi-
cated at 20, which may be formed of a single sheet of
material, or, according to a preferred form, of outer
and inner sheets of flexible material or fabric, plastic or
the like, as at 22 and 24.. While the sheets 22 and 24
may be themselves made with certain -physical or chem-
ical characteristics, such as waterproof, etc., it may be
desired to make them of purely ornamental utility fabrics,
and to therefore dispose therebetween a further layer of
insulating or waterproof material 26, as seen best in
FIGURE 6. Thus where insulation is desired, the mate-
rial 26 may be of Fiberglas or other fibrous matting
which is flexible and yet heat insulating. Similarly, it
may also be of waterproof material. This will thus»pf}:r-
mit of placing inside the device, when folded, as in
FIGURE 3, of hot articles, such as baby milk bottles,

_or cold beverages in bottles, also of foods either hot or

cold, the insulation retaining the 'heat suﬂicwntly long

for the purpose.

In order to maintain the edges of the layers 22 and
24 in alignment or registry, I may provide a bias tape
or the like 28, extending thereover and secured thereto
by stitching 30. = As seen best in FIGURE 1, the bias
tape 28 may thus extend all around the perimeter of the
device when in such opened-out position, and protecting
the same. The binding tape 28 may be formed of flexible

nmaterial, either matching the material forming the main

panels 22 and 24, or contrasting therewith, or with
either of them when the panels are of different colors
or fabrics. Where such panels are made of some .of the
well known plastlcs sheeting materials which lend them-
selves to electronic or direct heat sealing, under elevated
temperatures, then the binding tape 28 may be dispensed
with, and ‘instead, the panel margins may be joined by
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means of heat sealing or other type of engagement, such
as adhesively. Similarly, one edge of such margins may
be made to open out, to afford access to the interspace
32, for permitting insertion of the lining material 26,
whatever it is, or of its removal when the outer panels
are to be cleaned, shipped, to reduce bulk, or to store
them. Also, where desired, in the event the liner mate-
rial 26 is permanently installed, the process of quilting
may be used to hold panels 22 and 24 together with
the liner 26, and such quilting may be decorative as well
as utilitarian.

As seen best in FIGURE 1, I may mount slide fasteners
along the locations immediately adjacent to the binding
tapes or margins of the panels 22 and 24, such slide
fasteners being formed of a number of small mating
teeth or hook members carried in spaced relationship on
a tape or the like 34, the tape 34 being secured in place
to one of the panels such as panel 24, by means of
stitching 36. The stitching may be directly to the imme-
diately adjacent panel 24, or, if desired, the binding tape
28 may overlap the portion of the slide fastener tape,
and single row of stitching may be used to fasten together
the panels 22 and 24, the binding tape 28, and the
marginal portion of the slide fastener tape which under-
lies the binding tape. Where this is done, rapid low
cost mass production is possible, and use of relatively
unskilied labor is at hand for the manufacturer, thus
lowering the cost of manufacture to in turn reduce the
ultimate retail selling price substantially.

As seen in FIGURE 1, there is a slide fastener portion
40 secured from the central portion 42 of the edge
margin 44, and extending leftwardly to its end double
socket terminal 46 near corner 48. To the right of
central portion 42, there is a slide fastener portion 50
which extends rightwardly to its single pin end 52 near
corner 54. It is seen that the double socket terminal
46 of fastener portion 40 is engageable with the end
pin 52 of the slide fastener portion 50 which extends
from corner 54 to the central portion 42 of side 44.
Also, the pin end 72 of slide fastener portion 74 is engage-
able with the double socket end 64 of the slide fastener
portion 66 which in turn extends from corner 54, approxi-
mately to the center portion 68 of side edge 70 of the
device.

Similarly, the pin end 92 of the slide fastener por-
tion 88, secured from center 82 to near corner 99, is
engageable with the double socket end 78 of slide
fastener portion 80, which extends from center portion
82 of edge 84, to near the cormer 76. And it is seen
that the slide fastener portion 58, which extends from
center 60 to near corner 48, has its pin end 56, engage-
able with the double socket end portion 94, of slide
fastener portion 96, which extends from center 60 to
near corner 90,

Each of said complementary slide fastener portions,
which are to be secured together, is adapted for having
its teeth interengaged by means of a slide fastener slider
member 98, which is brought close to double socket
member 46, for example, before insertion of pin end
52 through slider member 98 into the double socket
member, whereupon the slider member is- slidable as
seen in FIGURE 2, to interengage the cooperating slide
fastener teeth, and thus the marginal portions of the
edges of the main panels, in the manner shown best in
FIGURE 2, in which all are engaged. Here it is seen
that the slide fastener sliders 98 will all rest at the outer
corners of the folded device, while the engagement of
the double sockets and pin ends takes place and remains
at the central portion seen in the view. This forms a
chamber 100, in which objects, articles or the like may
be deposited and carried. Handles 182 and 104 may be
formed of loops of fabric or the like flexible material,
and secured at 106 to the panels immediately adjacent,
by means of stitching 110, heat sealing or otherwise.
As seen best in FIGURE 3, the handles may easily be
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used for engaging the arm of the user to carry the thus

finished bag. To open the chamber to take out or insert

articles, it is only necessary to slide one of the sliders

98 to open apart its respective slide fastener, and afford
ccess to the chamber 100,

While in the form shown in FIGURES 1 to 3, the
slide fasteners are oriented so that the double sockets
and pins are mear the cormers such as 48, it is under-
stood that under a modified form, this may be reversed,
to bring the said parts to the centers such as at 42 for
the slide fastener elements 40 and 50, and at 69 for the
slide fastener elements 58 and 96; at 82 for the slide
fastener elements 80 and 88; and at 68 for the slide
fastener elements 66 and 74. When this modified form
of construction is employed, then it is seen that the
slider, such as 98, would engage the teeth or.portions
40 and 5% together, and so on. FIGURE 7 shows this
modification,

It is also understood that while toothed slide fasteners
are employed according to the preferred form of the
invention, other means for fastening the abutting edges
may also be employed, according to. further modified
forms, and for example interlockable rib at 40 and groove
at 50, with an appropriate slidable engaging member for
engaging said 40 and 50 together as it slides therealong;
also smap fastemers; and, even spring imserts may be
employed for this purpose.

As seen in FIGURE 5, the arrangement may be made
so that several such major elements as seen in FIG-
URE 1, for example, may be joined together at abutting
edges to form a large mat or cover, or container. In
FIGURE 5, for example, there is the first major mem-
ber 20a, which may be much like member 20 of FIG-
URE 1, and second major member 205, which may be
similar also. Where the two edges 116a and 1185 are
to be joined by slide fasteners carried on their margins,
as seen in FIGURE 1, on a larger scale, it is apparent
that . the mating edge 1105 of device 205 should have
its pin end like 72 at the top to mate with double
socket 64, and its double socket end like 64 at the bottom
to mate with pin end 72, as the respectively carried two
sliders like 96 are moved to engage the teeth of these
mating parts. This makes a large mat or cover as shown.

Similarly, four or more such individual devices may be
connected together, at abutting edges in a similar manner,
to make four-in-line, to cover a long surface, or four
forming a large square instead, as desired, it being simple
to engage the edges of the devices together as shown.

As seen best in FIGURE 4, there is a modified form of
the invention, in which instead of having four intersecting
straight marginal edges when opened out, as in FIGURE
1, the device has a circular main panel, which may be
formed of one sheet of flexible material, or two such
sheets, like those shown at 2 and 24 in FIGURE 6, and
if desired, with a layer of insulating material like 26 be-
tween them. As the main panel is formed with rounded
margins or circumference perimeter, as at 122, it is seen
that the division of the panel by imaginary horizontal
and vertical lines, diametrically, as at 124 and 126, will
serve to locate portions corresponding to the corners 48,
54, 76 and 90 of FIGURE 1, but relating to the circular
layout. Such locations would be 128, 130, 132 and 134,
and diagonal diametral lines 136 and 138 dividing equally
the four segments formed by lines 126 and 124, further
serve to denote center locations corresponding to those
like 42, 68, 82 and 60 of FIGURE 1, but as seen in
FIGURE 4, they would bear numerals 140, 142, 144
and 146. It is thus shown that there is a slide fastener
portion 148 stitched to the panel perimeter with its pin
end 150 near location 128 to mate with double socket
end 152 of complementary slide fastener portion 168 also
located thereat, but extending around to location 146.
In the same manner, slide fastener section 158 is engaged
with section 154, with the aid of a slider member like
162, and section 164 is engaged with section 160, while
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section 166 is engaged with section 170, there being four
slider members 162, one for each pair of complementary
slide fastener sections. When the whole number of sec-
tions are engaged, the bag is in form to define a chamber
for receiving articles to be carried, and a pair of handles
172 and 174, stitched or otherwise secured as at 176 and
178 to the main panel on the reverse side as seen looking
at FIGURE 4, is secured for this purpose of carrying.
The small broken line.circles 181 and 283 near each
handle indicate locations of snap fasteners or the like to
aid further in shaping out the bag. Those at the top of
line 124 mating with those at the bottom in snap fashion.
To gain access to the interior of the chamber, any slide
fastener may be opened out, and here again it is seen that,
when opened out as in FIGURE 4, the device may be used
as a mat or cover, in FIGURE 35, several such mats
may be secured together as shown. And in FIGURE 7,
a modified form is shown in which the construction shown
is somewhat similar to that of FIGURE 2, but the slide
fasteners move toward the center, instead of to the edges
as in FIGURE 2.

Although I have described my invention in specific
terms, it is understood that various changes may be made
in size, shape, materials and arrangement without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed.
It is also understood that the handles may be made of
adjustable length, by use of buckle inserts and tongue
holes, for added utility.

1 claim:

1. A novelty package comprising a main body formed
of a sheet material means with a first marginal edge
formed thereon, a second marginal edge formed thereon
in spaced relation to said first marginal edge and sub-
stantially parallel thereto, third and fourth marginal edge
portions mutually parallel and intersecting said first and
second marginal edges with substantial space therebe-
tween, each edge portion being divided in the middle into
iwo first and second edge halves, first and second taped
slide fastener teeth carried by said first and second edge
halves and constructed for interengagement with each
other when brought into engaging positions, slide fastener
actuating rider members, one for each marginal edge
portion and for slidable movement along said taped teeth
for interengaging them together so that along each mar-
ginal edge portion the teeth of said first and second edge
halves are interengaged for that marginal edge portion,
whereby a hollow area is formed and a container cham-
ber defined in said device.
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2. The construction according to claim 1, wherein each
of said slider rider members initially engages said taped
teeth of its marginal edge portion when the corners of
said main body are brought together, and continues to
engage them, terminating at the center of the marginal
edge portion involved, so that the rider members remain
at the center portions when the teeth are all interengaged.

3. The construction according to claim 1, wherein each
of said rider members initially engages said taped teeth
of its marginal edge portion when the teeth located at the
center of its marginal edge portion are interengaged, and
proceeds as it slides therealong, until the teeth at the
corners of the said main body are interengaged, so that
the rider members remain at the corner portions when
the teeth are all interengaged.

4. ‘The construction according to claim 1, wherein said
main body is formed of a plurality of sheets of sheet ma-
terial secured together along their overregistering mar-
ginal edges.

5. The construction according to claim 1, wherein said

~main body is formed of a plurality of outer sheets of
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sheet materjal and an inner mass of material disposed in-
termediate said outer sheets, said inner mass being of
relatively fibrous material of substantial bulk in thickness.

6. The construction according to claim 1, wherein said
main body is formed of an outer first sheet of material,
an inner second sheet of material, and a third mass of
interlining material disposed between said first dand sec-
ond sheets, and formed of fibrous insulating material.

7. The construction according to claim 1, wherein said
main body is formed of water impermeable material.
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