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(57) Abstract: A method, system, and computer-readable medium are described for assiting in protecting computing systems from
& unauthorized programs, such as by preventing computer viruses and other types of malware programs from executign during startup
& of a computing system and/or at other times. In some situations, computing system protection is provided by executing programs only
if they have been confirmed as being authorized, which may be determined in various ways. Figure 1 illustrates various computing
O systems using some of the described techniques. In particular, various clietn computing systems 110 include personal computers
110a-110m and one or more other computing devices 11 On, as well as one or or more malware distributor systems 160 that attempt
to install malware on teh client computing systems via various communications 165.
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