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To att, Luhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that, EDWINN. BURKE, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Saginaw, 
in the county of Saginaw and State of Michi 
gan, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Trays; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

trays, and more particularly to the expansible 
type adapted especially for use in connection 
with index-card systems. 
The object in view is the provision of a tray 

capable of adjustment to a maximum degree 
and from a minimum to a maximum size, de 
signed for facilitating the accommodation of 
card-indices of varying sizes. 
With this and further objects in view the 

invention comprises certain novel construc 
tions, combinations, and arrangements of parts, 
as will be hereinafter fully described and 
claimed. , 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 
represents a perspective view of a tray en 
bodying the features of the present invention, 
the parts being illustrated as extended almost 
to the maximum degree. Fig. 2 represents 
a similar view of the same with the parts con 
tracted to almost the minimum size. Figs. 3 
and 4 represent similar views of the same, the 
parts being shown in intermediate positions. 
Fig. 5 represents a transverse vertical central 
section taken through a modification of the 

Fig. 6 repre 
sents a similar view of a further modification. 
Fig. 7 represents a detail fragmentary per 
spective view of part of the elements illus 
trated in Fig. 5. 

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1 
indicates a tray, and 2 a similar tray, each of 
said trays being made up of sides 33 and a 
bottom 4, formed of parallel slats spaced 
apart and secured at' one end to an end plate 
5, the plate 5 closing the end of the respec 
tive tray and the opposite end thereof being 
left open. The slats or strips of tray 1 are so 
positioned as to interlace with those of tray 2, 
and the free ends of the slats or strips of each 

tray 1. 

of the trays are bound together by a suitable 
strap 6, the interlacing of the strips of one of 
the trays with those of the other being such 
as to facilitate passage of the strips of one 
tray beyond the plate 5 of the other tray, 
whereby, as clearly seen in Figs. 1 to 4, in 
clusive, the said trays are adapted to assume 
a position with respect to each other such that 
the plates 5 will tie in contact with or contigu 
ous to each other, or said plates may be moved 
apart to such an extent as to bring the straps 
6 in contact with each other. It is to be ob 
served that this maximum degree of move 
ment of the parts is made possible by the fact 
that the interlacing strips are secured to the 
edges of the plates 5 and extend outside the 
planes of said edges, and the strips of tray 1 
are therefore free to slide in their longitu 
dinal movement past the plate 5 of tray 2 
transversely thereof in contact with the edges 
of said plate, and the strips of tray 2 move in 
a similar manner with respect to the plate of 

The thus interlaced trays produce a 
case adapted to contain index-cards in any 
desired number, the case being designed to 
be employed for containing a relatively small 
number of cards or a relatively large num 
ber, as preferred. 
While I have described the present im 

proved trays and case produced thereby as de 
signed especially for use as a card-index con 
tainer, it is to be observed that the tray may 
be employed for any purpose where variation 
in the size of the case is of value. 
As seen in Figs. 5 and 7, one of the trays 

instead of being made up of an end plate and 
strips square in cross-section may be made up 
of a suitable end plate 6, to the end and bot 
tom edges of which are secured T-webs 77, 
each carrying at its outer edge a tube 8, adapt 
ed to be inclosed by a tubular casing 9, fixed 
to the plate 6 of the opposite tray, the at 
tachment of the casings 9 and webs 7 to the 
respective plates 6' and 6, as seen in Fig. 7, 
being such as to permit the passing of the 
free ends of tubes 8 and casings 9 past the (p- 
posite plates 6 and 6'. 
A further modification is seen in Fig. 5, 

wherein one of the trays may be constructed 
of an end plate 10, to the side and bottom 
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edges of which are secured I-beams 11 11, de 
signed to have their outer web inclosed by 
suitable casings 12 12, fixed to the plate of 
the opposite tray. (Not illustrated.) 
Thus it will be seen that various modifica 

tions, such as are suggested by the disclo 
sures in Figs. 5 and 6, may be employed with 
out in the least departing from the spirit and 
Scope of the present invention, the present 
invention being directed to the production of 
a case made up of a plurality of trays having 
the elements thereof interlacing in such man 
ner as to facilitate a maximum expansion or 
contraction. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A case comprising a plurality of trays, 
each made up of an end plate and side and bot 
tom slats secured to the end and bottom edges 
of said end plate, the slats of one of the trays 
being positioned for interlacing with the slats 
of the other of said trays. 

2. A case comprising a plurality of trays, 
each made up of an end plate and slats spaced 
apart and secured to the edge thereof, the 
slats of one of said trays being spaced apart in 
such manner as to facilitate interlacing of the 
slats of the other of said trays therewith. 

3. A case comprising a plurality of trays, 
each made up of an end plate and slats se 
cured to the edge thereof and spaced apart, 
the slats of one of the trays being positioned 

for facilitating interlacing of the slats of the 
other tray, the slats of each of the trays ex 
tending beyond the plane of the edge of the 
respective plate to which the same are secured, 
whereby the slats of each of the trays are 
adapted to be moved past the plate of the op 
posite tray. 

4. A casing comprising a plurality of trays, 
each made up of an end plate, side and bottom 
slats secured to the edges of said plate and ly 
ing outside the planes thereof, the slats of one 
tray being spaced apart for facilitating inter 
lacing of the slats of the other tray, and a 
binding-strap securing the free ends of the 
slats of each of said trays together. 

5. In a case, the combination of a plurality 
of trays each comprising an end plate and a 
plurality of strips, the strips of each of said 
trays interacting with the strips of the other 
tray for producing said case, and the relation 
of said strips being such as to permit the end 
plates of the trays to approach each other 
nearer than the length of the strips of either 
of said trays and also to permit said end 
plates to be moved apart to an extent greater 
than the length of the strips of either of said 
trayS. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

EDWIN N. BURKE. 
Witnesses: 

J. I. McKELLAR, 
WYMAN L. PAXSON. 
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