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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERT O. Ross, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have in 
vented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Racks or Files for Correspondence 
and the like, of which the following is 
a specification, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing, forming a part 
thereof. 
This invention relates to a certain new 

and useful improvement in racks or files for 
correspondence and the like. 
The chief object of my present invention 

is to provide a rack adapted to rest upon a 
desk or other such support and wherein let 
ters, papers, documents, and the like per 
taining or relating to different matters or to 
different departments of a business may be 
conveniently filed, on being assorted, for 
distribution in due course to the particular 
departments or for ready accessibility for 
use in connection with the particular mat 
ters. Other objects of my invention are to 
provide a rack or file especially of the kind 
and for the purpose stated which is com paratively simple and inexpensive in form 
and construction and neat and attractive in 
appearance, and in which not only may the 
number of compartments, but also the ca 
pacity of the several respective compart 
ments, be increased or decreased with facil 
ity to meet the needs or requirements of an 
particular use or installation. . . 
With the above and also other objects in 

view, my present invention resides incer 
tain novel features of form, construction, 
arrangement, and combination of parts, all 
as will hereinafter be described and after 
ward pointed out in the claims. 

. In the accompanying drawing, 
Figure 1 is an end elevational view, partly 

broken away and in section, of a rack or 
file constructed in accordance with and em 
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bodying my invention in preferred form; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the 

same, partly in section; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmental perspec 

tive view of one of the compartments of the 
rack or file; and Fig. 4 is a broken or fragmental plan 
view of the blank from which one of the 
base or floor-members of a compartment is 
formed. 

Referring to the said drawing, in which 
like reference characters refer to like parts 

throughout the several views, the rack or 
file is made up of or comprises a pair of end 
Sections or units and one or more intermedi 
ate sections or units. 
The one end section or unit comprises an 

upright panel or wall A of suitable mate 
rial, such as, for instance, sheet metal, heavy 
card-board, beaver-board, or the like. Hav 
ing one leg or portion 1 riveted, as at 2, or 
otherwise fixed flatwise upon, and extend 
ing lengthwise along what I will call the 
inner face of, the wall or panel A at or ad 
jacent its lower edge, is an angle-member B 
also of Suitable material, such as mentioned, 
the other and somewhat wider leg or por tion 3 of angle-member B projectingap 
proximately at right angles to the inner face 
of the panel A and forming or providing a 
base or floor-member of a compartment of 
the rack. At each of its ends, as seen in Fig. 2, leg or portion 3 of angle-member B 
is longitudinally elongated to provide end 
extensions, 4, which are bent downwardly 
Substantially in the plane of the ends of the 
panel A. to provide or form a front wall 
member for the base of a compartment and 
also part of a pocket for receiving an index 
card or the like, as hereinafter inore fully 
appearing, for indicating the contents of the 
compartment. Each end-extension 4 is also 
bent or curled upwardly at its free end to 
provide a channel or seat 5 extending trans 
yersely of the panel or wall A. Angle-mem 
ber B is also elongated at the ends of its 
portion 1 to provide suitable extensions 
which are bent or curled inwardly to pro 
vide or form approximately vertical chan 
nels or ways 6, the channels or seats 5 and 
the channels or ways 6 forming parts to 
complete the said card-index receiving 
pocket. 
As illustrated in Fig. 4, the angle-member 

B described is preferably formed of a single 
blank of material, which is first lengthwise 
bent along the dotted line v to provide the 
legs or portions 1 and 3. The leg or por 
tion 3 is then bent at each of its ends, as 
along the dotted line w, to provide the front 
Wall member portions 4, which, in turn, are 
bent or curled upwardly, as along the dotted 
line a, to provide the index-card seats or 
channels 5. The member B is then suitably 
cut transversely, as along the dash line y, 
and then suitably bent or curled inwardly, as 
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along the dotted line 2, to provide the ways 
6 of the card-index receiving pocket. 
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The other end section or unit of the rack 
comprises a panel or wall A similar to the 
panel or wall A and a so-called angle-mem 
ber B' substantially similar to the angle 
member 13 of the other end section or unit, 
angle-member B' likewise including legs or 
portions 1 and 3', front wall portions 4, 
and index-card seat and ways 5 and 6', re 
spectively. Leg or portion 3 and front 
wall portion 4 of member 13, however, are adapted to telescopically project and mov 
ably fit over or upon the leg or portion 3 
and front wall portion 4 of the companion or 
coöperating angle-member 13, and for such 
purpose the several parts or portions of 
angle-member B' are properly proportioned 
and bent or formed. 
Each intermediate section or unit colm 

prises a panel or wall (similar to the panels 
or walls A and A’ of the end sections and 
one each of the angle-members B and B', 
which are similarly disposed upon, but upon 
opposite sides of, the panel or Wall C and 
preferably fixed thereto by the same set of 
rivets or the like , all as illustrated par 
ticularly in Fig. 1. 
Each compartment of the rack conse 

quently is formed by two of the described 
side panels or walls and by a pair of the 
angle-members B and B', the portion 3 of 
member B' fitting adjustably over the por 
tion 3 of member B and such angle-portions 
3 and 3' forming together the transversely 
enlargeable floor of the compartment, and 
the front wall portion 4' of member B' fit 
ting movably over the front wall portion 4 
of the member B and such angle-portions 
4 and 4 with their slide-ways 6 and 6 and 
channels or seats 5 and 5' forming together 
a convenient pocket which may be suitably 
adjustably widened to receive a card or the 
like of proper size, as may be desired, to in 
dicate the contents of the particular com 
partment. 

Provided in the portion 3 of each mem 
ber B' adjacent each of its ends is a trans 
verse slot 8, extending through which and 
into a suitable aperture in the under por 
tion 3 of companion member B is a bolt or 
the like 9 provided with a winged or other 
fastening nut 10, whereby, as will be evi 
dent, the capacity of the particular com 
partment may be increased or decreased as 
may be desired or required, within the 
limits of the length of the slot 8, and the com 
partment members securely locked or held 
in such adjusted position. - 
Spot-welded or otherwise suitably fixed 

to the end sections or units are angle-mem 
bers or the like 11, which serve both as sup 
porting braces for the end sections or units 
R also to add an attractive finish to the 
8CK. 

It will further be evident that, while I 
have illustrated a rack consisting of three 

vention. 

erally of, and approximately at right 
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intermediate sections and consequently of 
four compartments, the size and capacity of 
the rack as a whole may be conveniently en 
larged or diminished by varying the num 
ber of intermediate units or sections; and 
it is to be understood that changes in the 
form, construction, arrangement, and com 
bination of the several parts of my rack or 
file may be made and substituted for those 
herein shown and described without depart 
ing from the nature and principle of my in 

Having thus described my invention, 
what I claim and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A rack of the class described compris 
ing a plurality of sections each including a 
wall and an angular floor-member, the floor 
member having one leg extending flatwise 
along the wall and the floor-member being 
rigidly fixed at its said leg to the wall, the 
other leg of the floor-member extending lat 
erally of, and approximately at right angles 
to, the wall and overlapping flat wise upon 
the corresponding leg of the other section, 
and means engaging the overlapping legs of 
the floor-members of the sections for locking 
the sections together. 
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2. A rack of the class described compris 
ing a plurality of sections each including a 
wall and an angular floor-member, the floor 
member having one leg extending flatwise 
along the Wall and the floor-member being 
rigidly fixed at its said leg to the wall, the 
other leg of the floor-member extending lat 
to, the wall and adjustably overlapping flat 
wise upon the corresponding leg of the 
other section, and means engaging the over 
lapping legs of the floor-members of the 
sections for locking the sections adjustably 
together. 

3. A rack of the class described compris 
ing a plurality of sections, each section in 
cluding a wall and an angle-member fixed 
rigidly at one flange-portion to the wall, 
the other flange portion of the angle-member 
projecting laterally approximately at right 
angles to the wall and providing a floor 
member, the floor-member of one section bé 
ing transversely slotted and adjustably 
overlapping flatwise upon the floor-member 
of the other section, and means including a 
bolt fitting in Said slot and projecting 
through the under floor-member for locking 
the sections adjustably together. 

4. A rack of the class 
ing a pair of spaced upright walls, connected 
floor-members disposed between and rigidly 
fixed to the walls, and an index-card receiv 
ing pocket for the compartment formed by 
said walls, said pocket being formed by end 
extensions of the floor-members. 

5. A rack of the class described compris 
ing a pair of spaced walls, connected over 
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lapping floor-members disposed between and 
fixed to the walls, and an index-card receiv 
ing pocket for the compartment formed by 
said walls, said pocket including overlap 
ping end-extensions of the floor-members. 

6. A rack of the class described compris 
ing a pair of spaced walls, connected over 
lapping floor-members disposed between 
and fixed to the walls, and an index-card receiving pocket for the compartment 
formed by said walls, said pocket being in 
gal with and at the end of the floor-mem 
e.S. 

7. A rack of the class described compris 
ing a pair of spaced walls, connected over 
lapping floor-members disposed between, 
and fixed- to the walls, and an index-card 
receiving pocket for the compartment 
formed by said walls, said pocket being 
formed by and including overlapping ex 
tensions and channeled ways integral with 
the floor-members. 

8. A rack-section including, as a unit, an 
upright wall and angular floor-members dis 
posed upon opposite sides of the wall, the 
floor-members each having one leg project 
ing approximately at right angles to the 
wall and adapted for connection with the 
corresponding legs of the floor-members of 
adjacent sections, the other leg of each 
respective floor-member projecting down 
wardly from the first leg and extending flat 
Wii along, and being rigidly fixed to, the 
W3 

9. A rack-section including, as a unit, an 
upright wall and a floor-member angular in 
shape in cross-section, one leg of the floor 
member extending laterally of, and approxi 
mately at right angles to, the Wall and 
adapted for connection with the correspond 
ing leg of the floor-member of a second sec 
tion, and the other leg of the floor-member 
being presented downwardly from the first 
leg and extending flatwise along, and being 
rigidly fixed to, the wall. 

10. In a rack of the class described, a plu 

rality of compartment-forming units, each 
unit being adapted for connection with an 
adjacent unit and each unit comprising an 
upright wall and a floor-member, the floor 
member including a main portion project 
ing at right angles to the Wall and a second portion projecting laterally of and down 
wardly from said main portion, said second 
portion extending flatwise along the Wall 
and the floor-member being rigidly fixed at 
its said second portion to the wall. 

11. A rack of the class described compris 
ing, in combination, end units and interme 
diate units, each intermediate unit compris 
ing an upright wall and oppositely disposed 
angular floor-members upon opposite sides 
of the wall, said floor-members each includ 
ing a downwardly presented portion extend 
ing flatwise along, and being rigidly fixed to, 
the wall, and a second portion projecting 
approximately at right angles to the Wall 
and adapted for connection with the corre 
sponding portions of the floor-members of 
adjacent units, whereby the number of in 
termediate units may be increased or de 
creased at will. 

12. A rack of the class described compris 
ing end units and intermediate.units, each 
intermediate unit comprising an upright 
wall and oppositely disposed floor-members 
upon opposite sides of the wall, said floor 
members each including a downwardly 
presented portion extending flatwise along, 
and being rigidly fixed to, the wall, and a 
second portion projecting approximately at 
right angles to the wall and adapted for 
overlapping connection with the correspond 
ing portions of the floor-members of adja 
cent units, in combination with means adapt 
ed to engage the overlapping portions of 
the floor-members of adjacent units for se 
curing the units together in connected rela 
tion. . - 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

HERBERT O. ROSS. 
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