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2 Claims.

This invention has general reference to knives

and relates more particularly to the species or
form thereof in which the handle portion in-
cludes transverse finger grooves or rests designed.

to position the user’s fingers for the obtainment
of a firm grip on the knife.

The primary object of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved knife, the handle of which is
of novel formation and cross-section, as well as
having all of the finger grooves or notches on the
back edge or remote from the cutting edge
thereof, .

Another object of my invention is to provide
an improved paring knife the handle portion of
which can be equally well grasped by either a
right-handed, or a left-handed, person without
in any way impairing its utility.

A Tfurther object is to provide a paring knife
of the species indicated in the preceding para-
graph embodying refinements effective to pre-
vent cramping of the fingers of the hand, or
longitudinal slippage, when gripped in use.

Other objects, features and ancillary advan-
tages or my invention will be hereinafter set
forth in the description of the accompanying
sheet of illustrative drawings, forming a part
thereof, and in which:

Fig. 1is a side view of a paring knife embody-
ing the improvements of my invention.

Fig. 2 is an edge or back view looking from
the left toward the right hand of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a similar view to the preceding but
looking from the right towards the left hand
of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a section taken approximately as in-
dicated by the angled arrows IV—IV in Fig. 1;
and,

Fig. 5 is a pictorial view illustrative of how
the improved paring knife is comfortably
gripped in the hand, and having the major por-
tion of the blade broken away to compact said
view.

Referring more in detail to the drawings the
reference character 6 comprehensively indi-
cates the novel handle of my invention, and 1
similarly designates the blade. In the draw-
ings I have shown the handle 8 as being of
the molded or one piece type with the tang 8
of the blade T preferably, although not essen-
tially, embedded therein. More specifically the
blade 7 is blanked or otherwise formed to em-
body a cutting portion 9 with the aligned tang
8 having corrugate, approximately parallel edges
I0 and a similar end i1, as well as aligned or
longitudinally-spaced round ended slots 2, for
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embedment in the molded handle 6. The han-
dle 6 may be made of any suitable material such
as plastie, for example, and it will be under-
stood that connection of the blade T thereto, in
the manner described, ensures rigid attachment,
while the rounding of the parts 18, {1 and 12
eliminates sharp corners and thereby effectively
prevents development of cracks whenever the
blade 7 is unduly strained.

Referring now to the handle 6, the same is
of novel contour, Fig. 1, and cross section; Fig,
4, with the back edges 13 of somewhat bulbous
formation and embodying differential trans-
versely related notches 14, 15, I8 and 1T which
merge into curvilinearly-directed opposed ridges
{8 flanking said back edge. It is also to he
particularly observed that the inner or front
edge 19, Fig. 4 of the handle 6 is of undulate
formation and approximately pear shaped cross
section. In other words, the front edge 19 is ap-
propriately formed to comfortably seat in the
hollow of the hand at 20 against the ball of the
thumb, see Fig. 5, with the second joints 21, 22,
23 and 24 bent gver, or seating in, the finger
notches 14, 15, 16 and {7 respectively. In addi-
tion it is to be noted that the back and front
edges 13, 19 inwardly merge into opposed con-
cavities or hollows 25, Fig. 4, which serve as com-
fortable grippage seats for the first joint or finger
tips 26, Fig. 5. On an examination of Fig. 5 it
will be clearly apparent that the tips 28 of the
fingers 21, 22 and 24 bracingly engage the han-
dle front edge (9, whereas the tip 26 of the third
finger 23 may conveniently seat in a suitable
flared hole 27, normally serviceable for hanging
up the knife when not in use.

From the foregoing it is believed the merits
and features of my invention will be readily
understood, but it is desired to stress the fol-
lowing advantages. First it will be obvious from
Fig. 5 that the handle 6 is formed along what
may be conveniently termed anatomical lines
whereby it may be grasped with physical com-
fort and a maximum of movement restraining ef-
fect relative to the user’s hand. In the second
place it is to be particularly remarked that the
forward end 28 of the handle 6 is of compara-
tively substantial proportions for extension over
the adjoining end of the blade T:and thereby
materially conduces to the rigidity of said blade
while reinforcing and protecting the tang 8, at
its most critical point, against fracture or break-
age. Furthermore, it will be seen from Fig. 5
that the handle being held comfortably, as
above stated, leaves the user’s thumb 29 free for
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manipulation during paring or otherwise using
the knife, while the four fingers are effectively
positioned and safeguarded against injury by
the cutting edge 9 of the blade 1.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. In a knife, the combination of a blade hav~
ing a cutting edge and a back edge with a tang
remote from the blade point; a handle embody-
ing 2 bulbous. section rear edge with differential

transverse notches merging into opposed curvi-

linear ridges flanking said back edge; an undu-
Iate front edge of similar but smaller cross-sec=
tion opposing the back edge, with said front edge
embodying an outwardly expanded. portion proxi-
mate its butt end for snug engagement against
the ball of the user’s thumb; shallow cavities
mergingly intervening between the aforesaid cur=
vilinear ridges with said undulate front edge
forming the grip portion of the handle, and said
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undulate front edge also providing firm abut-
ment for the finger tips of the user’s right or left
hand.

2. The invention of claim 1 further including
a suspension hole through the concaved grip
portion of the handle; and wherein said hole is
flared at both sides for engagement by the tip
of the third finger of the user’s right or left hand.
ALFRED B. BELL.

REFERENCES CITED

" “The following references are of record in the
file of “this patent:

UNTTED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
1,728,619 Lambert _______.__ Sept. 17, 1929
2,124,615 Polts e July 26, 1938
2,421,339 LEegeYr - May 27, 1947




