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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY L. FERRIs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Har 
vard, in the county of McHenry and State 
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Hooks, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in hooks, and is fully 
described and explained in the specification 
and shown in the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 
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Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved 
device showing the relation which the same 
normally bears to the tackle of a hay-carrier 
when in use; Fig. 2 is a central section show 
ing certain parts in elevation, and Fig. 3 is a 
section on the line 3 of Fig. 2. 

Referring to the drawings, 4 is a yoke 
pivoted at 5 and cast around a swivel pin 
6. The lower end of this swivel pin termi 
nates in a block 7 which is riveted between 
upward projections on two hook-halves 8 
and 9, which lie together face to face, and 
one of which is provided with lugs 10 lying 
in notches in the other, to hold the parts in 
the proper relative position. 
The two hook-halves are curved apart from 

a point near the bottom of the hook to the 
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upper end so as to leave between them a 
space circular in cross-section and in this 
space is confined a spring 11 which fits over 
a projection 12 on the rear end of a finger 13 
which is curved to conform to the general 
curvature of the hook. The finger termi 
nates in an enlarged end 14 which, as the 
finger is pressed forward by the spring, con 
tacts with the opposite end of the hook. 
The operation of the device is, of course, 

entirely clear from the description of its con 
struction. The finger is retracted by hand against the pressure of the spring, passing 
in this movement into the hollow between 
the two hook-halves. This opens the hook 
to receive any object which it is desired to 
Secure in place thereon and the finger is then 
released, entirely closing the hook and mak 
ing the accidental displacement of the object 
held impossible. The device is particularly 
adaptable for use in connection with hay 
forks, taking the place of the usual sister 
hook. For this purpose the present device 
is greatly preferable, more particularly be 
cause it can be operated with one hand, while 
the sister-hook usually requires one hand 
On each member of the sister-hook. 
I realize that considerable variation is pos 

sible in the details of the construction herein 
shown, and I do not intend to limit myself 
thereto, except as pointed out in the follow 
ing claim, in which it is my intention to 
claim all the novelty inherent in the device 
as broadly as is permitted by the state of 
the art. 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent: . 

In a hay-carrier tackle, a sheave, a yoke 
pivotally connected to said sheave, a pin 
pivoted in said yoke and terminating in a 
block at its lower end, and a hollow hook 
formed of outwardly curved halves between 
which said block is riveted. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

set my hand this 23rd day of July, 1915. 
HENRY L. FERRIS. 

In presence of two subscribing witnesses: 
L. L. HAMILTON, 
WM. A. MuELLER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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