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An umbrella.

@ A plurality of through-holes (2) are formed in
the handle (1) of an umbrella, so that the handle
(1) has a good slip-prevention performance
even when it is wet or held by a wet hand. The
through-holes (2) help keep the handle (1)
clean, free of accumulation of water and dirt. An
elongated, eg. oval or rectangular canopy (7)
makes the umbrella unique in design. Other
embodiments have the ferrule (6) offset with
respect to the canopy (7).
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The present invention relates to an umbrella
which has a handle with a good slip-prevention per-
formance and a novel design and which, when its
screen or canopy is raised or spread, ensures that a
person holding the umbrella, and particularly his or
her shoulder, is protected against rain.

As is known, an umbrella generally has a screen
of cloth or a canopy having an almost circular form in
plan view with a plastic handle mostly shaped like a
letter J or formed into a cylinder. There are few um-
brellas available having a unique design and most
umbrellas are designed only for utilitarian purposes.

Let us consider an umbrella having a canopy
which is roughly circular in plan view. When a person
holds the umbrella handle with his or her right hand,
the left shoulder is more likely to become wet than the
right because the area of the left shoulder covered by
the canopy is smaller than that of the right shoulder.
Another disadvantage of such conventional umbrel-
las is that the surface of the handle is formed so as
to be smooth and slippery using a plastic material,
and that they employ similar designs so that it is not
easy for the user to distinguish his or her umbrella.

Viewed from one aspect the present invention
provides an umbrella characterised in that the handle
of the umbrella has a plurality of through-holes.

For enhanced uniqueness and variety of design
to make the umbrella enjoyable and appealing, pre-
ferred embodiments are further characterised in that
the through-holes in the handle are removably fitted
with small personal articles such as a bag and a pass
holder and that the handle or other portions are at-
tached with jewels.

In preferred embodiments, to alleviate the fatigue
of hand after long hours of holding the umbrella, the
handle is embedded with magnets.

Viewed from another aspect, the present inven-
tion provides an umbrella characterised in that the
canopy is elongated in plan view. Preferably a canopy
which is roughly oval or rectangular in plan view is at-
tached to the ribs to form the umbrella so that a per-
son holding the umbrella by one hand can protect
both of his or her shoulders from becoming wet. In this
case, a ferrule may be located at the center of the
canopy or, to effectively prevent the wetting of a
shoulder on the side opposite to the hand holding the
umbrella, a mostly oval or rectangular canopy may be
fitted to the ribs in such a manner that one side of the
canopy with respect to the ferrule is longer than the
other.

Viewed from another aspect, the present inven-
tion provides an umbrella characterised in that the
handle and canopy are arranged so that the distance
in plan view from the handle to the edge of the canopy
is greater in one direction than in another.

Embodiments of the invention will now be descri-
bed, by way of example only, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein:-
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of an umbrella
shown as one embodiment of this invention;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the handle of the
umbrella of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a vertical cross section of the handle

of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of another example

of an umbrella handle which may be used with

the embodiment of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a view from below showing one exam-

ple of emblem securely attached to the handle of

the umbrella shown in Figure 4;

Figure 6 is a plan view showing another example

of a canopy in a further embodiment; and

Figure 7 is a partial cross section showing an ex-

ample connection between a rib and a spreader.

As shown in Figures 1 to 3, an umbrella according
to a first embodiment has a plastic handle 71 shaped
like aletter J with a plurality of through-holes 2 formed
therein. The handle 7 may be formed into other
shapes, such as a cylinder shown in Figure 4, and its
material is not limited to plastics.

Each through-hole 2 is basically circular in cross
section as shown in Figure 3 but may be formed into
any other shape, for example, a square, polygon or
drum shape depending on the design used.

The through-holes 2 are formed so that the ad-
jacent ones do not communicate with each other. As
shown in Figure 1 and 2, they may be arranged stag-
gered so that their axes are perpendicular to but do
not contact each other. Though not shown, the
through-holes may be arranged with their axes in
parallel. Or they may be formed in a desired pattern
or formation according to a design adopted. It is also
possible to communicate the adjacent through-holes
2 with each other in the shape of a cross or make the
handle interior hollow to make the through-holes 2
communicate with one another.

In this way, the handle 1 is formed with a plurality
of through-holes 2 so that when the handle is wet or
held by a wet hand, the through-holes 2 help clear wa-
ter from the handle surface. The through-holes 2 also
allow the facing parts of the palm to fit therein when
the handle is gripped by hand, thus providing a sub-
stantially improved anti-slip effect.

The rain water that entered into the through-
holes 2 will automatically flow out when a person re-
leases his or her hand from the handle 1. This elim-
inates an unpleasant experience one might have with
the umbrellas with closed holes, in which water accu-
mulates together with dirt or dust, making the handle
unclean. The through-holes also facilitate the quick
drying of the handle.

Further, it is possible to removably attach to the
through-holes 2 small articles such as a small acces-
sory bag 3 shown in Figure 1 and a transparent pass
holder 4 shown in Figure 3.

Suspending small articles from the handle in this
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fashion enhances the uniqueness of design and pro-
vides a clear marking for a user to easily recognize his
or her umbrella. With the pass holder 4 attached to
the umbrella handle, a person can go through a ticket
gate without bothering to take the pass out from his
or her pocket. This is very convenient. An umbrella
cover (not shown) may be put in the accessory bag 3
so that it will not be lost and can be used to accom-
modate the wet umbrella to prevent it from dripping
water while walking indoors. The through-holes
therefore improve the usefulness of the umbrella.

The handle 1 also has embedded therein multiple
pieces of permanent magnet G with a certain gauss
to heal the fatigue of hand after long hours of holding
the umbrella.

A specified number of thinly sliced artificial jew-
els 8 are securely fitted to the handle 1, shaft 5, fer-
rule 6 and canopy 7. The artificial jewels 8, in the
case of handle 1 as shown in Figure 2 and 3, are se-
cured to the end of the handle 1 and the upper con-
necting portion with the shaft 5. When the handle 1
is formed cylindrically as shown in Figure 4, the arti-
ficial jewel 8 may be secured to the bottom of the han-
dle. Or, instead of the artificial jewel, an emblem 9 en-
graved with a name or pattern may be attached as
shown in Figure 5.

The artificial jewels 8 are thinly sliced and bond-
ed to the surfaces of the shaft §and the ferrule 6. The
canopy 7 made of waterproof cloth or synthetic resin
sheet is attached with a plurality of thin-sliced jewels
on the outer side. In this embodiment, it is possible to
fit the artificial jewels to the tips of the ribs.

Arranging artificial jewels 8 and emblems 9 at ap-
propriate locations of each component of the umbrel-
la adds novelty to the design and provides the feeling
of a high-grade product. Atthe same time, the unique
design of the umbrella and the user’s name attached
on it prevents the user from taking a wrong umbrella.
When this umbrella is used at night time, light is re-
flected by artificial jewels 8 and emblems 9 so that a
car driver can easily find a person with the umbrella
walking on the street, improving the user’s safety.

The canopy 7 made of waterproof cloth or syn-
thetic resin sheet is oval in plan view as shown in Fig-
ure 1. It may be formed into a roughly rectangular
shape as shown in Figure 6. Making the canopy rec-
tangular or oval in this way allows the user to walk
easily through crowded places and also effectively
eliminates a drawback experienced with umbrellas
with a round canopy that the user’s legs and back
easily get wet. At the same time, the unique shape of
the canopy sets the umbrella apart from those having
a conventional design.

The canopy 7 is fitted over the ribs 70 in such a
way that one side 7a of the canopy with respect to the
ferrule 6 is longer than the other 7b. This effectively
protects a shoulder on the side opposite to the hand
holding the umbrella against rain. Further, since the
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canopy 7 can be turned to set the longer side 7a over
the right-hand shoulder or left-hand shoulder, the um-
brella can be used by any person, right-handed or left-
handed.

When the canopy 7 is formed rectangular or oval,
the lengths of ribs 10 vary, rendering the umbrella out
of balance when closed. This problem is solved by
forming the canopy 7 with a flexible waterproof cloth
or, as shown in Figure 7, by changing the locations of
the connecting portions 712 between the ribs 70 and
the spreaders 71, both made of high-tension steel
material, according to the lengths of the ribs 70 to
keep a good balance.

The advantages of the illustrated embodiments
may be summarized as follows. Since a plurality of
through-holes are formed in the handle of the umbrel-
la so that adjacent through-holes do not communi-
cate with each other, the handle offers a good slip-
prevention effect and is clean, free of accumulation of
water and dirt. When a small article is suspended
from the through-hole or jewels are fitted, the umbrel-
la becomes unique in design and easily identifiable by
the user. This effectively prevents the user from mis-
taking a wrong umbrella for his or hers and also en-
hances the value of the product. When the handle is
fitted with magnets, they help alleviate the fatigue of
hand, contributing to a good health. Furthermore,
since an oval or rectangular canopy in plan view is fit-
ted over the ribs, the shoulder can be protected
against rain if the umbrella is held by one hand.

Thus, in atleast preferred embodiments of the in-
vention there is provided an umbrella which, when
spread and held by one hand, protects both of the
shoulders of a person holding it against rain; and
there is provided an umbrella which has a handle with
a very good anti-slip performance as well as a novel
design, thereby substantially enhancing the value of
the product.

Claims

1. An umbrella characterised in that the handle (1)
is formed with a plurality of through-holes (2).

2. Anumbrella as claimed in claim 1, wherein a said
through-hole (2) in the handle (1) is removably fit-
ted with an article (3,4) such as a bag (3) or pass
holder (4).

3. An umbrella as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein the handle (1) has magnets (G) embed-
ded therein.

4. An umbrella as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
3, wherein the handle (1) and/or other compo-
nents of the umbrella are fitted with jewels (8).
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An umbrella characterised in that the canopy (7)
is elongated in plan view.

An umbrella as claimed in claim 5, characterised
in that a canopy (7) fitted over the ribs (10) is sub- 5
stantially oval or rectangular in plan view.

An umbrella as claimed in claim 5 or 6, wherein

the canopy (7) is fitted over the ribs (10) in such
amanner that one side (7a) of the canopy (7) with 10
respect to a ferrule (6) is longer than the other

(7b).

An umbrella characterised in that the handle (1)

and canopy (7) are arranged so thatthe distance 15
in plan view from the handle (1) to the edge of the
canopy (7) is greater in one direction than in an-
other.

An umbrella as claimed in claim 8, characterised 20

in that the ferrule (8) is eccentrically located with
respect to the canopy (7).
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