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2 Solid-state imaging device
3 CMOS sensor

4 Circuit board

5 Ceramic substrate

6 IR blocking filter

6a Incident surface

7 Imaging lens

8 Lens holder

9 Holding cylinder

11 Light-blocking layer

(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to
provide: a light-blocking composition which is capable of
easily forming a light-blocking film that exhibits low re-
flectivity; a light-blocking tilm; and a method for producing a
light-blocking film. A light-blocking composition according
to the present invention contains at least (A) light-blocking
particles or a light-blocking dye, and (B) a filler having a
particle diameter within the range of 100-3,000 nm. The con-
tent of the filler (B) is 3-30% by mass relative to the total sol-
id content in the light-blocking composition.
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because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Claims are classified into two inventions each of which has a special
technical feature stated below.

(Invention 1) claims 1-8

"A light-blocking composition which contains at least (A) light-blocking
particles or a light-blocking dye, and (B) a filler having a particle diameter
within the range of 100-3,000 nm, and wherein the content of the filler (B)
is 3-30% by mass relative to the total solid content in the light-blocking
composition™.
(Continued to extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

S

: No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-8

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

(Invention 2) claims 9-10

"A  light-blocking composition which contains at least (A)
light-blockingparticles or a light-blocking dye, and (C) a binder polymer
having an acid value of 50 mgKOH/g or less and a weight average molecular
weight of 8,000-50,000, and wherein the content of the binder polymer
is 4-30% by mass relative to the total solid content in the light-blocking
composition™.

Claims 9-10 are not relevant to inventions which involve all of the
matters to define the invention in claim 1 and which have a same category.

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect toclaims classifiedinto Invention 1, claims 9-10 are not relevant
to inventions on which it is substantially possible to carry out a search
without an additional prior—-art search and Jjudgment, and there is no
other reason for that it can be considered that it is efficient to carry
out a search on claims 9-10 together with claims 1-8, and consequently,
it is impossible to classify claims 9-10 into Invention 1.
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