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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

OF GASHLAND, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-FOURTH TO HUGH

' H. PRESTON, OF GASHLAND, MISSOURL :

CONVERTIBLE CATTLE CHUTE AND DEHORNING APPARATUS.

1,171,878,

Application filed April 8, 1915. - Serial No. 19,916.

To all wwhom it may concern:.

Be it known that I, Soromoxn B. PIErcE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Gashland, in the county of Clay and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Imorovements in Convertible Cattle

Chutes and Dehorning Apparatus, of which-

the following is a specification. .

My invention relates to a collapsible cat-
tle chute and dehorning apparatus, and my
object is to provide an apparatus which can
be readily converted into a chute for loading
hogs and ecattle into cars and wagons, or

converted into a dehorning apparatus which
5 may also be used to ring hogs. .

The apparatus can be quickly set up for
use on any comparatively level surface, or
placed in knockdown form for shipment or
storage. . :

In order that the invention may be. fully
understood, reference will now be made to
the accompanying drawing, in which:

Tigure 1 is a front elevation of the appa-
ratus arranged for dehorning cattle and
ringing the snouts of hogs. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a-vertical longi-
tudinal sectional view of the apparatus ar-
ranged for loading hogs and cattle into
wagons, cars, etc.  Fig. 4 is a rear elevation
of the same. Fig. 5 is a broken plan view

of a floor employed in-carrying out the in-. -

vention. :

In carrying out the invention, I employ a
collapsible chute 1, embodying a floor 2 and
two adjustable sides 8. The floor 1 is pro-
vided with transverse cleats 4, which pre-
vent cattle from slipping down upon said
floor when it is arranged 1in the inclined po-
sition disclosed by Fig. 8. Kach of the ad-
justable sides 3 embodies front and rear
posts 5 and 6, connected by horizontal slats
7 reinforced intermediate their ends by a
vertical slat 8. Fach side 8 is held in an
upright position by braces 9 and 10 con-

& nected by pivots 11 and 12 to the posts 5 and

6, respectively, so that they may fold against
said posts when the chute is in knockdown
form for shipment or storage. When the
chute is set up for use the braces 9 and 10 are

prevented from accidentally folding against -

their respective posts 5 and 6 by hooks 13
and 14 secured by pivots 15 and 16 to said
posts 5 and 6 and adapted to engage bolts
17 and 18 on the braces 9 and 10, respec-
tively, The rear ends of the sides 3 are
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braced. apart by a transverse bar 19 remov-
ably secured to the upper ends of the posts
6 by bolts and nuts 20 and 21, respectively,
and when the apparatus is arranged for de-
horning cattle, as disclosed by Figs. 1 and

2, the front ends of the sides 3 are spaced -

apart by metallic straps 22, 23, secured to
the front posts 5 by bolts 24, and arranged
to support a stanchion 26 consisting of an
upright member 27 and a lever 28, which
latter is pivotally-mounted at its lower end
upon a pin 29 extending through the
straps 23. ' : ,

As some’ cattle, especially Texas steers,
have horns which extend laterally more than
others, it is desirable to be able to vary the
distance between the members 27 and 28 of

the stanchion 26, so I provide for this by

forming a series of holes 30 in the straps 23

to receive the pivot 29, and providing the.

straps 22 and 28 with a series of holes 31
and 82 to receive bolts 33 and 34, respec-
tively, which adjustably secure the member
27 in place. The members 27 and 28 of the
stanchion 26, have oppositely-disposed re-
cesses 35 in their upper portions to. receive
the necks of the cattle, and recesses 36 in

their lower portions to receive the necks of -
hogs when the snouts of the latter are to be.

provided with rings.

stanchion, said lever is reliably held in any
of its adjusted positions by a pawl 37, piv-
oted thereon and adapted to engage any of
the ratchet-teeth 38 on the upper edges of
the straps 22. When it is desired to move
the lever 28 away from the member 27 to re-
lease the animal, the pawl 87 is raised above
the teeth 38 by a handle 39, connected to the
pawl 87 by a link 40. o

When the chute is arranged for dehorning
purposes (Figs. 1 and 2), the forward ends
of its adjustable sides 3 are adjusted toward
each other and.the front posts 5 are placed
through openings 41 in the floor 2, while the
rear end of said floor is suspended by chains
42 from hooks 43 projecting from the rear
posts 6.

To arrange the chute for loading cattle
into a wagon or car, the stanchion 26, with
its straps 22 and 23, is removed from the
posts 5, and the latter are removed from the
holes 41 and placed upon the ground adja-

cent the sides of the floor 2, (Figs. 3 and 4). 1

60

65

70

380

85 .

When the lever 28 is adjusted toward the -
. member 27 to secure an animal’s neck in the

90

95

100

105




10

23

[Sv]
ut

(2]

2

The rear end of the floor 2 is then suspended
by the chains 42 and the hooks 43, after
which the front end of said floor is raised’
until it assumes the desired inclination,

when it is secured at such inclination by
chains 44 engaging hooks 45, on the adja-
cent sides of the front posts 5. The holes
41 are then closed, so that the animal can-
not step therein, by a lid 46 secured to the
floor 2 by hinges 47. If desired the lid 46
may be held in closed position by a suitable
latch (not shown). :
When the apparatus is to be shipped or
stored it can be readily placed in knock-
down position after releasing the chaing 42

and 44 from the hooks 43 ‘and 45, respec-
tively, removing the transverse bar 19, and

folding the braces 9 and 10 against the posts
5 and 6, respectively.
From the foregoing description, it is ap-

parent that I have produced an apparatus

which is well ‘adapted for the purpose in-
tended, and while I have shown and de-
scribed the preferred form of my invention
I reserve thé right to make such changes in
the construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts as properly fall within the
spirit and scope of the claims:

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent; is: : , ,

1. In an-apparatus of the character de-
scribed, an adjustable chute consisting of ‘a
floor capable of being adjisted to horizon-

tal and inclined positions and having two.
holes in its forward portion, two sides hav-:

ing posts at their forward ends to remov-

ably enter the holes in"theé: floor "when- the
same is adjusted to horizental position; and
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a 1id mounted on the floor and adapted to
cover the holes therein when the posts are

removed from said holes and the floor is ad-

justed to an ineclined position.
2. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, a chute consisting of a floor having

two holes in its forward portion, two ad-

justable sides having posts at their forward

-ends adapted to be set in the floor holes to

adjust the forward ends of the sides toward
each other or set outside the adjacent mar-

gins of the floor to spread the forward ends

of said sides away from each other, means

to support said sides:when adjusted to either

position, and means for suspending the floor
from the sides at different inclinations when
their forward ends are set outside the mar-
gins of said floor.

3. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed; a chute: consisting of a floor having

two holés in its forward portion; two adjust- <
able sides having posts at their forward ends .
adapted. to be fitted in the floor holes to ad-.
just the forward. ends of the sides toward
each other, or set outside the adjacent mar--
gins of the floor to spread the forward ends ©
of said sides away from each other, an ad-

justable stanchion removably secured to said
posts, braces to support said sides when ad-

justed to.either position, and means for sup--

porting the floor from the sides at different

inclinations . when .their . forward ends are-

set outside the margins of said floor..

Ir testimony whereof I affix my signature, .

in the preseiice of two witnesses. . -
SOLOMON B. PIERCE.

Witnesses: Sl
Roy. W. Asueury, . ...
Craope K. KNicareN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each. by addiessing‘ the - Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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