
Aug. 29, 1950 F. E. H. OHLSSON 2,520,810 
LAERAL MOVING TABLE LEG FASTENER 

Filed July 25, 1947 

6 2O 4/2 
Aa- s 

(24.8% 

ZZ 

Sa 
AA7.6 

4473 
7 % W47. 

  

  

    

  

  

  



Patented Aug. 29, 1950 2,520,810 

UNITED STATES PATENT office 
2,520,810 

GATERA MOWING-TABLE LEGFASTENER: 

Folke Erling Herlow. Ohlsson, Malmo, Sweden, as 
signor to Kocks Snickerifabriker A-Bi, Malmo, 
Sweden, a corporation of Sweden 
Application July 25, 1947; Seria No. 763,543. 

In Sweden May. 21, 1946: 
Section 1, Public Law 690; August 8, 1946 

Patent expires May 21, 1966 
(C. 3-112). 3: Claims. 

The use of easily mountable and renovable legs 
in furniture; espeeially tables; presents: a great. 
many advantages; especially during transport and 
storage of the furniture, since by removing the 
legs the furniture does not require as much-space: 
Besides, the use of loose legs" involves a great 
advantage-for-the-manufacturer; and the furni 
ture-business, as will respect totables; with stor 
age of a few types of tablestops and legs; the 
manufacturer and the furniture-business can 
offer a great many different types of tables to 
the customer by various combinations of the 
stored types of table-tops and legs, 

For this.reason it has previously been proposed 
to make legs of furniture easily mountable - and 
renovable and the body part of a piece of furni 
ture, e. g. a table-top, , is provided with one or 
more grooves having converging backed-offside 
walls, whereas the legs belonging to the piece of 
furniture are provided with, one or more wedges 
for dovetail engagement with respective groovesi. 

However, the known constructions of this type 
have several disadvantages. Among these there 
may be. mentioned the following ones. The 
wedges are not securely fixed to the legs, the 
backed-off edges of the grooves are not supported 
in a way to ensure.completes safety, to the press 
sure exerted on the same by the wedges, and 
the constructions are of a nature which has made 
it impossible practically, to use...said constructions. 
in furniture, upon which demands are made With 
respect to the aesthetical appearance-thereof. 
An essential object of. the invention is there 

fore to provide a piece, of furniture of the above 
mentioned type, which is constructed in such a 
manner, that the backed-off edges of the grooves 
are securely supported. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

for, as sufficient connection between... the fixing 
wedges and the legs, in furniture:of the type-in 
question. - 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
simples and reliable means for readjustment of 
the positions of the-fixing-wedges in the grooves 
upon a possible drying-of-the-farnitures wood. 
Further advantages and objects of the inven 

tion will appear from the following description 
of some embodiments of the invention shown 
as examples only in the accompanying drawing. 
rthedrawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a table accord 

ing to the invention. 
Fig. 2, is a vertical section taken along the 

line-II-II in Fig. 1. 
Figs 3 and 4 are sections, along the lines 

III - and IV -IV, respectively,in Fig. 2., 
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2. w 
FigSS5, and 6 similar to Fig. 2; show alternative: 

embodiments of the invention. 
Fig. 7 shows a...modification of thie-invention. 
The woodentable shown in Fig.1 in the usual 

manner comprises as tables-top. f. and four legs. 
2 whichi'are easily mountably, and removably fixed 
to the table-top. Formounting the legs;2 there 
is for reach leg a woodenplate: 32 glued on to the 
underside of the table top in which plate there 
is provided as groove: defined by four side' walls 
4, 4; 4a and :4b, the two opposite walls:4 of whichi 
converge towards one end of the groove arid-to 
Wards the downward facing: mouth of the groove; 
At the upper end of each leg there is: provided 
a; laterally extending member 5, whosewood fibers 
extend in the: longitudinal direction of the part 
and whichii at 9 is: dovetailed into and glued to 
the leg 2. On the upper side of each member 
5 there?' is provided an integral wedge 6: which 
is: adapted for dovetail engagement"With the side 
walls 4 of the plate 3. The grooves in the plate. 
3 and the wedge 6 are so-dimensioned that the 
wedge: can be introduced in the groove at: its 
Wider ehd, and engages: the side'. Walls 4: of the 
groove upon displacement of the leg and this of 
the wedge towards the narrow'end of the groove 
before: the Wedge: bears against the end Wallet 
at the narrow.end of the groove. The: member. 
5 has such a length that it; completely covers. 
the groove in the plate 3: (see: the dot arid dash; 
line of Fig. 4). and presents an elongated hole: 
7 for a wood screw 8 which after fastening" of 
the leg is serewed: into ; the table top for the 
purpose of preventing an inadvertent: displace 
ment of the: wedge. 6, towards the wide end...of 
the groove;. If the: wood should dry after: the 
fastening of the legiso that the: wedge 6. is not 
secureiy clamped any longer between the:groove 
walls 4, all one has to do is to untighten the serew. 
8 somewhat and to knock: the wedge:S3irito fixed 
engagement between thes groove walls. 4° (it wif 
only be a displacement of some millimeters), 
whereafter the screw 8 is again tightenied. The 
displacement of the wedge without having: to 
remove the:"Screw, 8 completely: from the tables 
top." is "made possible by the eiongated hole:7 
which has sits long dimension in the longitudinal 
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direction of the wedge 63. 
Member 5, when the leg 2 is fixed to the tables 

top, completely covers the groove of the plate: 3 
and there is obtained on one hand an aestheti. 
cally pleasing appearance and on the other hand 
the-advantage that the edge portions of the plate 
3, at the inelined side wallis-A of the groove are 
able to bear against the member-5 for withstand 
ing the stresses exerted on the same by the wedge 
6: Besides, it is to be observed that the height 
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of the wedge 6 is less than the depth of the 
groove in the plate 3 so that there is formed a 
Small clearance 2 between the upper side of the 
Wedge and the under side of the table-top , 
whereby there is no risk for the wedge to press 
against the table-top with such a force, upon 
dimensional changes of the wood owing to 
changes of humidity, that the plate 3 is worked 
loose from the table-top, or the wedge or the plate . 
is broken. 
Instead of arranging the groove in a special 

plate 3 glued to the table-top , it is sometimes 
advantageous to provide the groove directly in 
the under side of the table-top 8, as is evident 
from Figs. 5 and 6. In the embodiment accord 
ing to Fig. 5 the parts are, for the rest, of the 
Same construction as described with reference to 
FigS. 1 to 4. In the embodiment according to Fig. 
6 the wedge 6 is however fastened in another way 
than by means of a wood screw 8 in an elongated 
hole 7. Instead the transverse wall 9 at the 
Wider end of the groove is here inclined in the 
longitudinal direction of the groove, as is ap 
parent from Fig. 6, and on the member 5 of the 
leg 2 there is fixed a spring 9 the free end of 
which may be pressed against the inclined trans 
verse wall 9 by means of a screw , so that the 
Wedge 6 cannot be displaced towards the Wider 
end of the groove. When the wood possibly dries, 
all that is necessary is to knock the wedge some 
What towards the narrow end of the groove and 
to tighten the screw until the end of the spring 
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4. 
end thereof being pressed against said inclined 
side wall at the wide end of each groove by means 
of Said screws whereby displacement of the 
wedges toward the wider end of said grooves is 
prevented. 

2. A piece of furniture comprising a body por 
tion and legs supporting said body portion, side 
Walls on Said body portion defining a number of 
grooves, two opposite straight side wails of each 
groove converging towards one end of the groove 
and towards the downward facing mouth of the 
groove, Wedges for dovetail engagement with said 
converging side walls, said legs having lateral ex 
tensions at the top end thereof carrying said 
wedges and wholly covering said mouth of each 
groove and abutting said body portion along the 
margin of each groove when said legs are at 
tached to said body portion by engagement be 
tween said wedges and said converging side walls, 
So as to support Said converging side walls along 
their whole length through the material of said 
body portion against displacement under the in 

... fluence of the wedge forces generated by said 
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0 again bears against the inclined end wall 9. 
A modification of the invention is shown in Fig. 

7 and consists in that a leg pair f4 and an inter 
mediate border member 5 are connected to a 
unity which may be easily removably fixed to a 
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table-top 6 by means of a wedge T on the border 
member and by means of a groove of the kind 
described in the table-top. The wedge is held in 
fixed engagement with the groove by means of 
WOCd Screws 8 which through holes in the bor 
der member are screwed into the table-top. 
The invention must of course not be consid 

ered as limited to the embodiments described 
above and shown in the drawings, as several mod 
ifications can be made without departing from 
the Spirit of the invention. It may be pointed 
out especially that the device according to the 
invention can be used for fixing legs on other 
furniture body portions than table-tops, such as 
cupboards, chair seats, etc. Instead of using one 
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single wedge for fixing a leg, it is possible to use 
Several Wedges and corresponding grooves, al 
though this is generally not necessary. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A piece of furniture comprising a body por 

tion and legs supporting said body portion, side 
Walls on Said body portion defining a number of 
grooves, two opposite side walls of each groove 
Converging towards one end of the groove and 
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towards the downward facing mouth of the 
groove, Wedges for dovetail engagement with said 
converging side walls of corresponding shape 
therewith, lateral projections on said legs carry 
ing Said Wedges and wholly covering said mouth 
of each groove when said legs are attached to said 
body portion by engagement between said wedges 
and said converging side walls, one of said side 
Walls of each groove at the wide end of the groove 
being inclined against the longitudinal direction 
of the groove, Screws mounted on said lateral 
projections carrying said wedges and locking 
means comprising Springs having an end thereof 
Secured to said lateral projections and the other 
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Wedges, said lateral extensions carrying said 
Wedges having tapered holes therein elongated in 
the longitudinal direction of said wedges toward 
the top edge thereof, locking screws projecting 
through said elongated holes into said body por 
tion for locking said wedges in desired position 
between said converging side walls, said tapered 
holes permitting tightening connection between 
Said Wedges and said body portion without dis 
placement of Said Screws from said body portion. 

3. A piece of furniture comprising a body por 
tion and legs Supporting said body portion, a plu 
rality of grooves formed in the underside of said 
body portion, two opposite straight side walls of 
each groove converging towards one end of the 
groove and towards the downward facing mouth 
of the groove, wedges for dovetail engagement 
with said converging side walls of corresponding 
shape therewith, said wedges having a height less 
than the depth of Said grooves, said legs having 
lateral projections on the top edge thereof carry 
ing said wedges and wholly covering said mouth 
of each groove and abutting said body portion 
along the margin of each groove when said legs 
are attached to said body portion by engagement 
between said wedges and said converging side 
walls, so as to support said converging side walls 
along their whole length through the material of 
said body portion against displacement under the 
influence of the wedge forces generated by said 
Wedges. 

FOLKEERLING HERLOW OFHLSSON. 
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