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This invention relates generally to releasable clip de 
vices, and more specifically to a spring loaded clip struc 
ture for gripping adjacent opposite ends of a knot to pre 
vent the same from becoming untied. 

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a 
simple and efficient spring loaded clip which performs 
efficiently to grippingly engage over the end portions of a 
knot to prevent the same from becoming untied or 
loosened. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
knot keeper which is simple to apply and effectively over 
comes any need for double knotting of tie strings. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide 

a Spring loaded clip which is suitably bifurcated at its 
centre so as to effectively bridge the knot portion of tied 
strings or laces and frictionally retains the extending ends 
thereof to prevent the same from becoming inadvertently 
loosened. 
A full understanding of the details of the invention, to 

gether with further advantages, will become apparent by 
reference to the following detailed description of a pre 
ferred embodiment thereof, taken in conjunction with the 
attached drawings wherein: 

F.G. 1 is a perspective view of the knot keeper clip 
which comprises my invention. 

FIG. 2 is an end view of the clip taken along the 
lines 2-2 of F.G. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the clip shown engaged 

over a knot so as to grippingly retain the ends thereof 
in a secure manner. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, the numeral 
5 represents two U shaped jaws having parallel side 
edges 6 and downwardly extending arms 7 formed by a 
semi-circular opening 8 cut centrally into the lower edge 
9 of each jaw. Each jaw has a flat outer face 10 and is 
provided on its inner face with serrations 11 oriented in 
a radial pattern having a common centre located centrally 
of the lower edge 9. The serrations 11 on each of the 
jaws are adapted to mesh with each other so as to tightly 
grip lace or string which may extend therebetween. 
The upper edge 2 of the jaws is provided with inwardly 

extending tabs 13 at each end and is also extended to form 
an outwardly sloping finger plate 14 of generally rectangu 
lar shape. When the jaws are assembled together the two 
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finger plates diverge from each other as best seen in 
FiG. 1, of the drawing, and an aligned hole is formed 
through the tabs 3 so as to receive a pivot shaft 15 
therethrough. A coiled spring 6 is mounted on the 
pivot shaft 15 intermediate the outwardly sloping finger 
plates and has protruding ends 17 which springingly en 
gage against the inner sides of the finger plates so as to 
urge the jaws into a tightly closed relationship with each 
other. 

FIG. 3, shows a knot 18 which may have outwardly 
extending bow portions 9. The knot keeper is engaged 
such that the knot 8 is disposed within the semi-circular 
opening 8 intermediate the arms 7 and the bow portions 
19 of the knot are grippingly engaged between the jaws 
5 So as to prevent the knot from becoming untied. The 
simplicity of operation will be quite apparent to the reader, 
and the use as above described will prevent any need for 
double knotting which can frequently result in very diffi 
cult and time consuming luntying operations. 

Having described the invention in a preferred form, it 
will be appreciated that some modifications may be made 
to the precise configuration, without departing from the 
scope or spirit of the invention, as defined by the following 
claim. 

I claim: 
A knot keeper comprising, in combination, a pair of 

substantially flat jaws each having a semi-circular opening 
formed in its lower edge and defining spaced apart arms, 
a pivot shaft hingedly connecting the upper ends of said 
jaws for limited hinged movement, a plurality of serrations 
formed in opposing faces of said jaws, finger plates di 
verging from the upper edges of said jaws and extending 
beyond said shaft, a coiled spring mounted upon said 
shaft intermediate said finger plates, said spring having 
protruding ends for urging said finger plates away from 
each other and causing said serrated faces to springingly 
embrace each other for clamping the outwardly directed 
ends and loops of a knot contained within said opening, 
said serrations extending radially from a common center 
disposed centrally of the lower edge of the jaw. 
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