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This invention relates to means for hold-
ing a supply of cigarettes, and has more par-
ticular reference to a folding cigarette case
which can be made from flexible material and

5 can be carried in the pocket.of the user.

The principal object of the invention is to
provide a case of the character described that
can be readily folded or unfolded, and which,
when unfolded, can be easily manipulated to

10 facilitate the removal of a cigarette there-
from.

Other objects and advantages will appear
in the course of the following description of a
preferred embodiment of the invention.

In the accompanying drawing forming
part of this specification, in which like nun-
bers of reference denotes like parts wherever
they occur, ,

Figure 1 is a view of the inner side of the
20 form of the invention that has been chosen

. for the purpose of illustration, as it appears
when extended or opened out to afford access
to the cigarettes contained in the pockets of
the case; S

Figure 2 is a view of the case as it appears
when closed; and ‘ ‘

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the
line 3—38 in Figure 2.

The illustrated embodiment of the inven-
30 tion comprises a substantially rectangular

body portion or strip 1 of flexible sheet mate-
rial, preferably leather. A series of pocket
portions 2 of similar sheet material, in the
present instance, two, are positioned at inter-
35 vals on the inner side of and along the length
of the body portion 1, the lateral edges 8 of
the pocket portions 2 preferably coinciding
with the lateral edges 4 of the body portion 1,
and the lower transverse edge 5 of the lower-
40 most pocket 2 preferably coinciding with the
lower transverse edge 6 of the body portion.
The upper pocket is spaced from the upper
transverse edge 7 of the body portion in order
to leave a flap portion 8. The pocket por-
45 tions?2 can,if desired, be formed integral with
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the body portion 1 and folded over the latter, .

but they are preferably attached thereto as
separate strips. The strips 2 are preferably
spaced a suitable distance apart to provide a

50 connecting web portion 9 between adjacent
pockets, whereon the adjacent pockets can be

. folded towards one another so that their sides
contact. When the pockets have been folded
together, the flap 8 can be folded over the

85 pockets, as shown in Figures 2 and 8, the flap
being inserted between the bodv portion 1 and

a holding strap 10, that holds the flap in
closed position, and extends transversely
across the outer side of the body portion 1 op-
posite to the lowermost pocket portion 2 af-
fixed to the inner side of the strip 1.

A line of stitching 11 is disposed around
the marginal portion of the body strip 1 and
Ppasses through the lateral edge portions of all
the pocket strips and through tks lower edge

portion of the lower pocket strip and through -

the ends of the holding strap, thereby secur-
Ing the strap and pocket strips to the body
strip. A transverse line of stitching 12, also,
secures the lower edge 5 of the upper pocket
strip to the body portion 1.

To prevent crushing of the cigarettes, a
substantially U-shaped spacing rod 13, pref-
erably of round spring brass, is inserted in
each of the pockets so as to follow the outline
of the closed edges thereof. The rod spaces
the sides of the pockets apart and is initial-
Ly sprung so that its free ends 14 bear against
the lateral edges 8 of the pockets, thereby
tending to keep the sides of the pocket taut
between the opposing lateral edges 3. It
will be observed that both lateral edges 3 are

accessible to receive pressure that may be ex--

erted thereon to bring the opposing edges to-
gether against the expansive tendency of the
resilient spacing rod 18, the approach of the
opposing edges causing the sides of the pock-
ets to bulge away from one another, and there-
by widening the mouth of the pocket to afford
better access to the cigarettes, which may then
be easily grasped and removed from the case
as desired.

To further facilitate access to the contents,
the intermediate portion of the upper trans-
verse edge 15 of each of the pockets is retract-
ed from its extreme end portions 16, the re-
tracted portion of the edge being a straight
line that extends from one extreme end por-
tion to the other so as to afford the full
amount of clearance or accessibility along its
entire length.
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Having thus fully described this inx;ention, ‘

I hereby reserve the benefit of all changes in
form, arrangement, order, or use of parts, as
it is evident that many minor changes may
be made therein without departing from the
spirit of this invention or the scope of the fol-
lowing  claim. - .
Iclaim: :

- A cigarette case comprising a substantially
rectangular body portion composed of flexible

~material, a series of pieces of flexible mate-
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rial attached to said body portion, one above the resilient arms of said rod for bulging
the other, and arranged with their open ends the intermediate portion of a pocket, said 10
disposed upwardly, and a resilient U-shaped pocket being returned to its normal position
rod insertible beneath each of said pieces to Wwhen the pressure on said arms is released.

8 space the same from the body portion to define ~ In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
pockets, the arrangement of each of the pock- signature.

ets.being such as to permit the application of '
pressure on the opposing lateral sides against PRINCE ALBERT GARDNER, Jx.



