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57 ABSTRACT 
A beach caddy used for transporting and storing items 
for recreational use at the beach. The caddy is provided 
with runners for drawing across sandy surfaces and 
detachable wheels for rolling over paved surfaces. A 
refillable water tank within the caddy dispenses fluids 
for washing, drinking or any other use. An adjustable 
support is provided for retaining a beach umbrella and 
permitting it to be tilted in any desired direction. De 
tachable tables mounted on the sides of the caddy can 
be set up to support items transported by the caddy. 

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

BEACH CADDY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to devices used for 
carrying items for recreational use at the beach, and 
particularly involves a portable assembly with detach 
able wheels that can be drawn across both paved and 
sandy surfaces. 

Recreational activities in warm climates often include 
outings to a beach. Typically, various items or supplies 
must be brought from the car or house to a location on 
the beach for use. This may often require several trips 
across a paved surface and a sandy portion of the beach 
when transporting these items by hand. Thus, a device 
that can be easily drawn across both paved and sandy 
surfaces, and that could transport supplies used at the 
beach would greatly ease this effort. 
One such device is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 

2,926,021, in which a metal or wooden container is 
mounted on runners to form a sled. Wheels mounted on 
the runners may be swung and locked into two positions 
such that the sled can be supported by the wheels, or 
alternatively, supported by said runners. 
Such carryall vehicles requiring assembly are typi 

cally heavy, bulky items that wear quickly when ex 
posed to the sand and moisture encountered at the 
beach. These devices are often awkward to assemble 
when being readied for use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention comprises a portable and prac 

tical device for transporting and storing items for recre 
ational use at the beach. 
A molded plastic basket is supported on a pair of 

runners so that the basket can be manually drawn across 
the sand with a cord and handle. The upper portion of 
the longer side walls of the basket have molded hand 
grips making it easy to lift. 
Wheels mounted on axles are held by retaining clasps 

positioned along an outer surface of the basket that 
grasp the axle rods. The axled wheels can be removed 
and inserted into holders disposed within the runners 
which grasp and retain the two axles in a parallel con 
figuration. The basket can then be rolled along a paved 
or other surface not suitable for runners. 
The interior of the basket can be fitted with a refill 

able tank used for containing a fluid such as water. The 
water can be used for washing or drinking, etc. A pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention dispenses the fluid 
with a nozzle and a manually actuated pump. In one 
embodiment, the tank can be removed from the basket 
for easy cleaning and refilling. Handles are provided on 
an upper portion of the tank to ease removal. 
A further aspect of the invention provides for the 

retention and support of a beach umbrella. A portion of 
the bottom of the basket is fitted with a disk bearing a 
number of molded support elements. A ring for the 
umbrella pole relative to these support elements is posi 
tioned along an upper portion of a wall of the basket. 
Each molded support will hold the bottom of the um 
brella pole such that the pole is tilted at a different angle 
for each support when extending through the ring. The 
tank can be molded into a shape such that one of the 
tank walls is formed into a partial funnel. The top edge 
of the funnel forms a mating surface with the retaining 
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2 
ring, and the bottom edge is configured about a portion 
of the disk on which the support elements are located. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention incorpo 

rates two detachable tables that can be mounted on 
opposite exterior sides of the basket for transport and 
storage. Each table has legs that can be orthogonally 
fitted to the underside of the table surface to support 
that surface. 
The above, and other features of the invention, in 

cluding various novel details of construction and com 
bination of parts, will now be more particularly de 
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings 
and pointed out in the claims. It will be understood that 
the particular beach caddy embodying the invention is 
shown by way of illustration only and not as a limitation 
of the invention. The principal features of this invention 
may be employed in various embodiments without de 
parting from the scope of the invention. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 shows a perspective and partial cut-a-way 

view of a preferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the embodiment in FIG. 1 

with the tank removed; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-section of the basket of the embodi 

ment of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a table of the 

embodiment of FIG. 1 with the support legs detached. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

INVENTION 

A preferred embodiment of the beach caddy is illus 
trated in the perspective view of FIG. 1. The caddy 
utilizes few mechanical parts that are subject to wear. A 
unitary molded plastic basket 11 is shown with parallel 
runners 12 or skis extending along the underside of the 
floor of the basket 11. Each of the runners 12 has a pair 
of mounting slots 30A and 30B such that an axle 25, 
with rotatable wheels 26 mounted at both ends, can be 
inserted into each slot. These detachable axled wheels 
permit the caddy to be supported by either the runners 
on soft surfaces like sand, or by the wheels on hard, flat 
surfaces, such as pavement. 
A preferred embodiment utilizes a handle 27 attached 

to the basket 11 by a flexible cord 28 for pulling the 
caddy 10 along soft or hard surfaces. The caddy is pro 
vided with hand grips 33 extending along its longer 
sides to permit easy lifting of the entire unit and its 
contents. The basket 11 has sloping sides so that a num 
ber of baskets can be easily stacked inside one another 
for storage. 
A refillable tank 17 for carrying fluids is located at 

one end of caddy 10 within the basket 11. A hand actu 
ated pump 35 can be inserted into the tank 17 through 
port 22. The pump 35 and port 22 are threaded so that 
the tank can be pressurized by pumping the handle 34. 
A hose 19 can be attached to the tank 17 for dispensing 
the fluid within for drinking, washing, etc. A nozzle 20 
with hand actuated valve 21 can be attached to the hose 
19 to facilitate use of the fluid. The positive pressure 
generated by hand pump 35 provides the force to expell 
the fluid from the tank through nozzle 20. Removal of 
pump 35 permits the tank 17 to be refilled or cleaned as 
desired through port 22. A preferred embodiment per 
mits the tank 17 to be removed from basket 11 with 
handles 31. 

Portable tables 13A and 13B can be attached to the 
sides of the basket with clasps 15 mounted on the basket 
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that grasp ridges 36 on the underside of each table sur 
face. These tables 13A and 13B can be used to support 
items contained within the basket during transport. 
FIG. 4 illustrates how the legs 14 may be removed from 
clasps 37 located on the underside of the table and in 
serted in the receiving slots 40. 

Additionally, the caddy 10 can be used to support a 
beach umbrella 41, first by means of a ring 16 with hole 
39 through which the pole of the umbrella is inserted, 
and secondly a plurality of support elements 32 on disk 
24 on which the bottom of the pole may be seated. The 
ring 16 can be removeable in one embodiment to permit 
easy stacking of baskets inside one-another. Each sup 
port element 32 engages an indentation in the bottom of 
the umbrella pole 41 so that the umbrella can be tilted in 
a number of positions, where each position corresponds 
to one element 32. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention provides 

for a partial funnel 18 to be formed in the tank 17 during 
fabrication. The narrow upper lip 23 of this semi-coni 
cal wall 18 mates with the ring 16 that supports the 
upper portion of the pole. The funnel wall confines the 
lower portion of the umbrella pole so that the umbrella 
is not easily blown over even when lifted off its molded 
support 32. This design also isolates the pale from the 
items stored in the basket. 
FIG. 2 depicts a top view of the caddy 11 with the 

tank temporarily removed. A retaining bar 38 is molded 
into the bottom of the basket to hold the tank along the 
rear of the caddy adjacent to the umbrella mount sys 
tem 16 and 24. The disk 24 can either be removable or 
molded into the floor of the basket 11. The disk 24 is 
centered underneath hole 39 so that an umbrella pole 
inserted therethrough can be seated onto any of the 
support elements 32. The basket is provided with clasps 
29 or other means for mounting the axled wheels when 
not being used to transport the caddy 10. 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the basket 11 that 

more clearly shows the relationship of the hand grips 
33, the slanting sides of the basket 11, the clasps 15 on 
which the two side tables are mounted and the runners 
12. 

I claim: 
1. A beach caddy comprising: 
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4. 
a basket for carrying articles; 
a support member to support the basket; 
a tank attached to the basket to contain and dispense 

a fluid such that a wall of said tank in combination 
with an interior surface of the basket comprises an 
enclosed pole retaining envelope; 

a retention ring defining an aperture in the envelope 
for receiving a pole that extends into the envelope; 
and 

a plurality of nodules positioned on a floor of the 
basket within the pole retaining envelope such that 
an end of the pole can be seated on each nodule 
where the pole can be tilted in a plurality of posi 
tions in which the ring retains the pole at each 
position in conjunction with one nodule. 

2. The beach caddy of claim 1 wherein said tank is 
refillable and detachable from the basket. 

3. The beach caddy of claim 1 wherein said nodules 
support the pole of a beach umbrella. 

4. The beach caddy of claim 1 further comprising 
dispensing means for pumping the fluid from the tank. 

5. The beach caddy of claim 1 further comprising a 
detachable table mountable on an outer surface of the 
basket, and legs for supporting said table that are stored 
along an underside of the table when mounted on the 
basket. 

6. The beach caddy of claim 1 further comprising 
pulling means for pulling the caddy. 

7. The beach caddy of claim 1 wherein said support 
member comprises: 
a pair of runners with upwardly curved ends 
mounted on a bottom of said basket; 

a pair of axles with wheels secured to each end of 
each axle; 

a pair of axle mounts disposed towards a front and 
rear of each runner in which each axle is mount 
able; and 

a wheel retainer to retain said axled wheels on the 
basket when the caddy is supported by said run 
e.S. 

8. The beach caddy of claim 7 wherein said axled 
wheels are mounted into said axle mounts such that said 
caddy can be rolled across surfaces on the wheels. 
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