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57 ABSTRACT 
A multi-compartment wallet comprises an aligned 
stack of rectangular sheets of flexible materials joined 
along one edge to form a plurality of compartments 
for receiving thin objects such as coupons, cards, and 
the like. The compartments so formed are held closed 
by a locking means which includes a plurality of seri 
ally ordered tabs on the sheets. Each of the tabs in 
cludes a slot and a hook shaped projection for inser 
tion into the slot of an adjacent tab. 

9 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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MULTI-COMPARTMENT WALLET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to the pocket books of 

the card or ticket holding type. 
2. Background and Summary of the Invention 
Many situations arise in which it is desirable to both 

collect and arrange a plurality of cards or ticket-like 
objects in an ordered fashion. Such objects may include 
cents-off newspaper coupons or similar promotional 
items directed toward the shopper. These items are col 
lected throughout the week in preparation for shopping 
and it is desirable to arrange them by grocery category 
or supermarket location to reduce the time needed to 
locate the promotional merchandise. 
Other instances which involve collecting and arrang 

ing items include credit card receipts which are orga 
nized by categories for tax or other accounting pur 
poses or the credit cards themselves. 

it is, therefore, the object of the present invention to 
provide a multi-compartment wallet which provides a 
convenient means for storing, arranging, and transport 
ing such items. The wallet includes a locking means to 
assist in retaining the categorized items in the compart 
ments. The locking means is constructed and arranged 
so as to permit the compartments of the wallet to be in 
tentionally opened with ease at a desired location while 
at the same time preventing unintentional or inadver 
tent opening of the compartments and loss of their con 
tents. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the multi 

compartment wallet of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a detailed scale view of one of the locking 

means employed in the wallet of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Wallet 10 consists of a plurality of sheets 12 of plastic 
or plastic coated fabric. Sheets 12 are typically rectan 
gular and formed of a material which is stiff yet flexible. 
Polyethylene or polystyrene sheets having a thickness 
of 10 to 15 mils, preferably the latter, have been found 
to be suitable for use as sheets 12. The sheets are joined 
along one of the longer edges. While such joinder may 
be affected by sewing, or the like, they may conve 
niently be joined by channel 14 which embraces the 
sheets. 
A locking means comprised of a plurality of inter 

locking tabs 16 is provided along the other longer edges 
of sheets 12. Assuming sheets 12 are formed of a mate 
rial having the desired stiffness and flexibility proper 
ties, tab 16 may be integrally formed with the sheets. 
In the alternative, tabs 16, formed of the appropriate 
material, may be fastened to sheets 12 which may then 
be formed of a different material. One tab 16 is fas 
tened to the top edge of each of sheets 12 in a serial ar 
rangement. 
The details of tab 16 are shown in FIG. 2. Slot 18 is 

located near one edge of tab 16. While a simple slot 
may be provided, it has been found desirable to provide 
holes 20 at either end of slot 18, as shown in FIG. 2, to 
avoid accidental tearing of tab 16 and to facilitate in 
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sertion of projection 22 extending from the other edge 
of an adjacent tab 16. 

Projection 22 includes a central portion which is dis 
posed downward in a generally circular arc. The width 
of central portion 24 is slightly less than the length of 
slot 18-20 and the part of portion 22 which is contigu 
ous with tab 16 is offset upwardly of the slot. More spe 
cifically, a linear extension of arcuate center line of 
portion 24 at the base of the portion intersects slot 18 
slightly above its center. The downward curve of center 
portion 24 is sufficient to place the end of the arcuate 
center line in the lower portion of slot 18. 
The outer end of central portion 24 contains upper 

lobe 26 and lower lobe 28, Upper lobe 26 includes fair 
ing portions 30 and 32. In the center of lobe 26 lies por 
tion 34. Portion 34 may be either linear or curved on 
a much larger radius than fairing portions 30 and 32 so 
as to provide an edge which is generally flat. Flat por 
tion 34 may occupy approximately one third of the ar 
cuate length of lobe 26. 
Lobe 28 may comprise a continuation of the curved 

end of central portion 24. The radial width of projec 
tion 22 in the flat portion 34 is approximately equal to 
the length of slot 18-20. 
To close one of the compartments of wallet 10, 

sheets 12 forming the compartments are separated at 
their upper edges. Projection 22 on sheet 12 forming 
the rear of the compartment is bent toward slot 18 on 
the sheet 12 forming the front of the compartment. The 
projection is inserted in the slot by bringing the two 
sheets together. 
Once projection 22 is inserted in slot 18, it will be 

found that the sheets 12 of the compartment cannot be 
separated by pressure exerted on the sheets from the 
contents of the compartment, thereby preventing inad 
vertent opening of the compartment. This is due to the 
fact that such forces tend to bow the sheet 12 contain 
ing slot 18, moving the slot downward with respect to 
projection 22 and preventing removal of projection 22 
due to interference with lobes 26 and 28. 
However, the compartment may be intentionally 

opened by grasping the tab 16 containing slot 18 and 
drawing the tab over projection 22. The tab tends to 
pivot about lower lobe 27 as the tab is bent and projec 
tion 22 is deflected by slot 18 facilitating the lifting of 
tab 16 from projection 22. 
Appropriate category headings may be applied to 

sheets 12 as an aid in indicating the contents of the var 
ious compartments of wallet iO. Additional rows of 
compartments may be added to wallet 10. For example, 
an additional set of six compartments may be added 
back to back with those shown in FIG. 1. One edge of 
channel 14 may be curled as at 36 to provide a place 
for placing coupons and the like, in preparation for pre 
sentation to the cashier during check out and payment 
for the groceries. 
Various modes of carrying out the invention are con 

templated as being within the scope of the following 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which is regarded as the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A multi-compartment wallet comprising a plurality 

of aligned, abutting rectangular sheets of flexible mate 
rials, said sheets being joined along one of the longer 
edges to form a plurality of compartments for receiving 
thin objects; and a plurality of adjacent interlocking 
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tabs, one such tab being mounted on the other longer 
edge of each of said sheets in a serial arrangement, said 
tabs having a slot along one edge thereof and a projec 
tion along an opposing edge for insertion in the slot of 
an adjacent tab, said projection being arcuately down 
wardly disposed to locate the end of the projection in 
alignment with the lower portions of the slot, said pro 
jection having an upper lobe and a lower lobe on the 
outer end thereof having a radial width approximating 
the length of said slot, said serial arrangement being 
such that substantially only the projection of each tab 
overlies a portion of the adjacent tab. 

2. The wallet according to claim 1 wherein said pro 
jection has a central portion which is arcuately down 
wardly disposed and on which said lobes are mounted, 
the width of said central portion being slightly less than 
the length of said slot. 

3. The wallet according to claim 1 wherein the part 
of the central portion of said projection contiguous 
with said tab is displaced upwardly from a position of 
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4. 
alignment with said slot. 

4. The wallet according to claim 1 wherein said upper 
lobe has a generally flat portion in the center thereof. 

5. The wallet according to claim 4 wherein said upper 
lobe has fairing portions on either side of said flat por 
tion and said generally flat portion occupies about one 
third of the arcuate length of the upper lobe. 

6. The wallet according to claim 1 wherein said slots 
terminate in holes. 

7. The wallet according to claim 1 wherein said tabs 
are integrally formed with said flexible sheets. 

8. The wallet according to claim wherein said 
sheets are joined along one edge by an embracing chan 
nel. 

9. The wallet according to claim 1 wherein said chan 
nel has a pair of parallel sides for receiving said sheets, 
one of said sides being curled at the upper edge for re 
ceiving the thin objects. 
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