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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM B. WATSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rich-
mond, in the county of Wayne and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Tree-Boxes; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the saine, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention is directed to improvements
in tree-boxes, and has for its object the pro-
duection of a simple construction of box pos-
sessing advantages in point of efficiency in
that provision is made both for supporting
and protecting the tree, also in point of ad-
justment, means being provided for the con-
formation of the box to the tree regardless of
the diameter of the latter.

Another advantage possessed by my im-
proved box is that of durability, the construe-
tion being such as precludes disorder of the
parts, and, moreover, the material employed
is proof against the action of the elements.

The nature of my invention will be readily
understood from the following description,
which is directed to the details of construc-
tion and which is to be read in connection
with the accompanying drawings.

In the said drawings, Figure 1 is an eleva-
tion of myimproved tree-box. Fig. 2isa plan
view of the upper end of the same when em-
ployed for a tree of small diameter; and Fig.
3 is a view similar to that shown in Fig. 2,
with the parts adjusted to conform to a tree
of more mature growth. o

Referring to the said drawings by letter, A
denotesmyimproved box. bbrepresent pegs
by which the box is firmly anchored to the
ground, and-c is'a band which is adapted to
surround the upper end of a tree-trunk of
small diameter and to be secured to the box
to preserve the central position of the tree.

The box comprises a number of metallic
rods @ a, which are arranged vertically and
disposed at equidistant points in a circle by

the employmenﬁ of metallic rings d d, which
rings decrease-in diameter from the base up-

wardly to impart to the box the tapering form

shown. The rings may be circular in form,
but are preferably polygonal in shape, and
each ring is made up of a number of sections
d' d', two or more in number, and riveted or
otherwise secured together in a manner to be
opened at will. . Therods are passed through
perforations in the rings, and any suitable
means may be employed for temporarily se-
curing the rings vertically on the rods, such
as providing the latter with notches in which
a portion of a ring is upset to.cause a fixed
engagement.

At the upper end of the box is aring ¢, made
up of sections e’ ¢/, pivotally secured together
by rivets ? ¢* except at one point, where there
are provided a threaded bolt e®and a nut ¢4, by
which arrangement the ring may be opened
or closed at will. The sections are each per-
forated to receive one or more of the rods
loosely. Each section is of angular form. or
approximately V-shaped, and by reason of
such construction the sections may be ma-
nipulated toformaring of star form, as shown
in Fig. 2, or of polygonal form, as shown in
Fig. 3. The ring when adjusted to the star
form is of comparatively small diameter, and
such form is nused when the box is employed
for young trees. By giving the ring the form
of a polygon its diameter is largely increased,
and the box is thereby rendered suitable for
trees of larger diameter. These adjustments
of the ring are obtained by removing the bolt
e?and nut e*and by manipulating the sections
to present the apex ¢° of a section toward the
tree, to give the ring its star form, or away
from the tree to give the ring the form of a
polygon. It will be understood that the for-
mer arrangement of the ring is employed in
the case of a young tree and that after such
tree has assumed a certain growth the ring is
then manipulated to give it a polygonal form
and consequently a larger diameter.,

At the apex €° of each section is a perfora-
tion €%, which is engaged by a downwardly-
projecting tongue ¢’ on the band ¢ for eenter-
ing and supporting said band and the tree
which it surrounds. Anynumber of tongues
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¢ may be employed, and the engagement is
such as will enable the band to be readily
disengaged when adjustmﬂnt of the band is

. found necessary.

I0

The box is firmly anchored to the ground
to support the tree, the means employed con-
sisting of the pegs b b, which are adapted to
be driven into the ground and are provided
in their upper ends with threaded sockets to
receive screws or bolts g g, which are first

~passed through perforations in the lowermost
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ring d. As a,furthel means of strengthening
the ground connection the ends of the rods
a a are extended bhelow the ring either sepa-
rately or, as shown, are brought together to

form points «', which readily pass into the

ground. In this way the box is firmly held
in an upright position and affords an efficient
support for the tree. Moreover, the rodsare
arranged sufficiently near each other to pre-
vent-access to the tree therethrough, and, if
desired, the whole structure or a part thereof
may be covered with wire-netting.

I claim as my invention—

1. A metallic tree-box eompmsmd a num-
ber of rods arranged at intervals in circular
form, and a ring at the upper end of said rods
formed of angular sections pivoted together

and adapted to be manipulafed in the man-

-ner for the purpose substantially as described.

2. A metallic -tree-box comprising a num-
ber of rods arranged in circular form by the
employment of attached rings, a ring at the
upper end of said rods formed of ancular per-
forated sections pivoted togéther, and a band
for the tree-trunk having tongues for engag-

ing the perforations in the sections, substan-
tially as described.

3. A metallic tree-box comprising a num-
ber of rods arranged in circular form by the
employment of rings, a ringat the upperend
of said rods formed of angular sections piv-
oted together, a band for the tree-trunk hav-
ing tonfrues for engaging perforations in the
upper ring, and means for anchoring the box
to the ground consisting of points on the box,
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and pegs adapted for insertion in the ground -

and having bolt connection with the lower-
most ring. :

- In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM B. WATSON

Witnesses:
CHARLES II. DAUGHERTY,
CHARLES E. LURING.
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