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A household implement holder can be used to hang house 
hold implements such as fly Swatters. A unit has a vertical 
shaft connected to a base and concealment shield. The imple 
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may be attached to a vertical Surface Such as a wall or the unit 
may be free-standing. The bottom of the implement is hidden 
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HOUSEHOLD IMPLEMENT HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001 1. Field of the Invention 
0002 The present invention relates to a household imple 
ment holder and, more specifically, to a household implement 
holder having a concealment shield attached to a base to hold 
a household implement having a handle while concealing a 
bottom portion thereof. 
0003 2. The Prior Art 
0004 One problem that arises with the use of certain 
household implements such as fly Swatters is that they are 
unsightly and unsanitary. Yet, there is no good place to store 
them when not in use. In some cases, the household imple 
ments are left out, where they are unsightly and can create a 
disease hazard due to their unsanitary nature. In other cases, 
they are stored somewhere in the house, and they are incon 
Venient when most needed. It would be advantageous to pro 
vide a unit in which the household implement could be safely 
and cleanly stored when not in use, but where the household 
implement is readily available for use. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005. The present invention relates to a useful, novel, and 
unobvious invention for a household implement holder in the 
home furnishing field. 
0006. A household implement holder can be used to store 
household implements having handles such as fly Swatters. A 
household implement holder has a vertical shaft connected to 
a base to which a concealment shield is attached. The imple 
ment may be hung by its handle from a hook or peg on the 
implement holder. The vertical shaft may be attached to a 
Vertical Surface Such as a wall or the unit may be Supported by 
its base and be free-standing. The concealment shield is 
coupled to the base. The bottom of the household implement 
rests in the concealment Volume behind the concealment 
shield when it is hung from the hook or peg. The household 
implement holder may be constructed of different materials, 
Such as wood, plastic, metal, any similar materials, or any 
combination thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0007 FIG. 1 is a front view of the household implement 
holder, in accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention. 
0008 FIG. 2 is a side view of the household implement 
holder shown in FIG. 1. 
0009 FIG. 3 is a rear view of the household implement 
holder shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0010 Persons of ordinary skill in the art will realize that 
the following description of the present invention is illustra 
tive only and not in any way limiting. Other embodiments of 
the invention will readily suggest themselves to Such skilled 
persons. 
0011. The present invention is directed to household 
implement holder that can be used to hang up household 
implements with handles, such as fly Swatters, concealing the 
lower portion of the implement when hung in the household 
implement holder. A household implement holder will typi 
cally have a vertical shaft connected at its lower end to a base. 
A concealment shield is coupled to the base. The implement 
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being partially concealed may be hung by its handle from a 
hook or peg attached to the vertical shaft. The vertical shaft 
may be attached to a vertical Surface Such as a wall or the unit 
may be free-standing. The bottom of the household imple 
ment is hidden behind the concealment shield when it is hung 
on the hook or peg. 
0012 Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, front and side views 
are shown of an illustrative household implement holder 10, 
in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention. 
The household implement holder 10 has a vertical shaft 12 
supported by base 14. A concealment shield 16 that conceals 
the bottom portion of a household implement is mechanically 
coupled to or integral with the base 14. A peg or hook 18 is 
disposed near the top of the vertical shaft 12 and is used to 
hang or Suspend the household implement Such that its bot 
tom portion is behind the concealment shield 16 within a 
concealment Volume denoted at reference numeral 22. 

(0013 Referring now to FIG. 3, a rear view shows the 
household implement holder 10 of FIGS. 1 and 2. The con 
cealment shield 16 in the illustrative embodiment of FIG.3 is 
shown comprising front shield section 24, first side shield 
section 26 on one side of the front shield section 20, and 
second side shield section 28 on the opposite side of the front 
shield section 24. Sections 24, 26 and 28 are shown mounted 
to base 14 using any conventional technique. Molds to make 
the implement holder may include physical features that 
enable separate pieces to be fitted together without tools or 
fasteners. Persons of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate 
that, while this embodiment is shown having separate vertical 
shaft 12, front shield section 24, and side shield sections 26 
and 28, one or more of these sections or elements may be 
combined. For example, in other embodiments, the front 
shield section 24 and side shield sections 26 and 28 may be 
integrally formed as a single section of molded plastic and 
may present a curved rather than angled Surface. 
0014. Also shown are first and second mounting slots 30 
and 32 on the back of the vertical shaft 12. In this embodi 
ment, the first mounting slot 30 and second mounting slot 32 
are each formed as a vertical slot 34 with a larger circular 
opening 36 at the bottom. The vertical slot has opposing side 
shoulders shown at dashed lines 38 in first mounting slot 30 
and second mounting slot 32. Thus, the household implement 
holder 10 can be hung or attached to a wall by use of fasteners 
Such as nails, tacks, screws, or bolts having heads, wherein the 
head of the fastener is inserted through the circular holes, and 
then slid down, with the fastener heads sliding up the vertical 
slot and being captured by the side shoulders. In other 
embodiments of the invention, one or more through holes 
may be provided instead of slots, or the unit may be affixed to 
a vertical Surface using an adhesive. In yet other embodi 
ments, the vertical shaft may be entirely omitted and the 
household implement may be suspended from a separate 
hook, peg, or the like. 
00.15 Persons of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate 
that this embodiment is merely illustrative, and other methods 
of attaching the household implement holder to a wall or other 
Surface, such as mounting holes passing completely through 
the vertical shaft from front to back are also within the scope 
of the present invention. Furthermore, some embodiments of 
the household implement holder 10 may also be free-standing 
on a horizontal surface, wherein the base 14 is flat, enabling it 
to be free standing without requiring that it be attached by 
vertical shaft 12 to a vertical surface. 
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0016 A particular embodiment disclosed in FIGS. 1 
through 3 may be constructed from wood. In this embodi 
ment, pieces of wood are utilized to construct a household 
implement holder 10: the vertical shaft 12, bottom section 14, 
front shield section 24, first side shield section 26, second side 
shield section 28, top section 20 and peg or hook 18. The 
construction utilizing these sections can be readily deter 
mined from the drawing figures. This embodiment is exem 
plary, and other materials and construction techniques are 
also within the scope of the present invention. As one non 
limiting example, a part or all of the household implement 
holder 10 can be made using many types of plastic materials 
as well as from many other common manufacturing materials 
by techniques such as molding as is known in the art. 
0017. In the embodiment shown in these FIGS. 1 through 
3, the concealment shield 16 has a front section 24 and side 
sections 26 and 28. Persons of ordinary skill in the art will 
appreciate that the illustrated embodiment is illustrative only 
and that other configurations are also within the scope of the 
present invention. 
0.018. Furthermore, the front surface of the front and sides 
of the unit, and, in particular, the concealment shield may be 
decorated. This can be done before sale, or later by a person 
wishing to customize the household implement holder. Deco 
rating household implement holders can be accomplished as 
an art project. After market decorating of the household 
implement holders may be made easier if the household 
implement holders are constructed from a white material, 
such as plastic. Nevertheless, the household implement hold 
ers may be manufactured in other colors as well. 
0019. The disclosed embodiment was designed to provide 
concealment for a household implement such as a flyswatter. 
However, household implement holders for other household 
implements, such as toilet brushes and plungers, are also 
within the scope of the present invention. In the case of a 
flyswatter, the corresponding household implement holder 
will typically contain a relatively narrow concealment Vol 
ume for the flyswatter, given the thin, flat nature of its bottom 
paddle. Other household implements with handles, such as 
toilet brushes and plungers, are wider and thicker at their 
base, and, thus, require a wider concealment Volume. 
0020 Persons of ordinary skill in the art will recognize 
that modifications and variations can be made without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. Therefore, it is intended 
that this invention encompass all such variations and modifi 
cations as fall within the scope of the appended claims. 
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1. A household implement holder for hanging and conceal 
ing a household implement having a handle comprising: 

a base; 
a vertical shaft attached to the base; 
a concealment shield permanently attached to the base, the 

concealment shield having at least a front portion; and 
a suspending feature configured to engage with the handle 

of the household implement disposed on the vertical 
shaft at a height selected to position a bottom portion of 
the household implement behind the concealment shield 
when the handle of the household implement is engaged 
with the Suspending feature. 

2. The household implement holder of claim 1 further 
including fastening means on the vertical shaft for removably 
attaching the household implement holder to a vertical Sur 
face. 

3. The household implement holder of claim 2 wherein the 
fastening means comprises at least one circular void commu 
nicating with an upper slot having side shoulders. 

4. The household implement holder of claim 1 wherein the 
base has a flat bottom to allow the concealment shield to be 
free-standing. 

5. The household implement holder of claim 1 formed from 
at least one material from a set comprising: wood, plastic, and 
metal. 

6. The household implement holder of claim 1 further 
comprising a top portion coupled to a top of the vertical shaft. 

7. The household implement holder of claim 1 wherein the 
Suspending feature comprises one of a peg, a hook, and avoid 
shaped to engage a feature on the handle of the household 
implement. 

8. The household implement holder of claim 1 wherein: 
the household implement holder is formed from wood; and 
the concealment shield comprises a front section, a first 

side section, and a second side section mechanically 
coupled to the base and spaced apart from the vertical 
shaft to define a volume sized to accommodate the bot 
tom portion of the household implement. 

9. The household implement holder of claim 1 wherein: 
the household implement holder is constructed primarily 

from a plastic; and 
the concealment shield is formed as a single section 

mechanically coupled to the base and spaced apart from 
the vertical shaft to define a volume sized to accommo 
date the bottom portion of the household implement. 
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