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2. I:I Claims Nos.:
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extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. l:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

res:tiricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-1

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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-*-Continued from Box Il - Observations where unity is lacking-*-

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general concept
under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-13, drawn to a dispenser for storing, preserving, and delivering a plurality of food items, the dispenser comprising a
loading bay for placing the plurality of food items in the dispenser; a plurality of chambers for storing each of the plurality of food items;
an automated scanning unit for scanning the plurality of food items in the plurality of chambers to generate a scan map indicative of
locations and time tag of preparation of each of the plurality of food items; an automated dispensing unit for dispensing at least one food
item from among the plurality of food items; and a controller for controlling climate conditions within the dispenser for preservation of the
plurality of food items; actuating the scanning unit based on at least one of an order parameter and completion of the placing the
plurality of food items in the dispenser; identifying the at least one food item from the plurality of food items based on the scan map; and
operating the dispensing unit to dispense the identified food item.

Group ll: Claims 14-17, drawn to a delivery control unit for controlling an automated order handling and delivery system, the delivery
control unit comprising a processor; and a delivery module, coupled to the processor, to control a delivery apparatus for delivering at
least one food item to a delivery station; selectively pass the at least one food item through a heating apparatus based on an order
parameter related to the at least one food item; and trigger an alert notification on at least one display apparatus based on an arrival of
the at least one food item at the delivery station, wherein a customer is notified by the alert notification to pick up the at least one food
item; and a temperature control module coupled to the processor to actuate the heating apparatus based on the order parameter.

Groups lil: Claims 18-32, drawn to an order handling and delivery system for automated ordering and delivering of at least one food item
comprising an order handling unit for receiving at least one food item selection, wherein the at least one food item selection includes
information relating to the at least one food item and information relating to a temperature preference of the at least one food item, and
wherein the order handling unit generates at least one order parameter based on the at least one food item selection; one or more
dispensers, for storing, preserving, and dispensing the at least one food item, wherein the dispenser provides for dispensing the at least
one food item; a delivery apparatus for automatically conveying the dispensed at least one food item to a delivery station; and
selectively moving the at least one food item through a heating apparatus; a heating apparatus for heating the at least one food item
based on the at least one order parameter; and a delivery station for receiving food items.

The inventions listed as Groups I-ll do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Group | requires the special technical features of a loading bay for placing the plurality of food items in the dispenser; a plurality of
chambers for storing each of the plurality of food items; an automated scanning unit for scanning the plurality of food items in the
plurality of chambers to generate a scan map indicative of locations and time tag of preparation of each of the plurality of food items; and
a controller for controlling climate conditions within the dispenser for preservation of the plurality of food items; actuating the scanning
unit based on at least one of an order parameter and completion of the placing the plurality of food items in the dispenser; identifying
the at least one food item from the plurality of food items based on the scan map; and operating the dispensing unit to dispense the
identified food item. These special technical features are not required in Groups Il and Iil.

Group |l requires a delivery module, coupled to the processor, to control a delivery apparatus for delivering at least one food item to a
delivery station; and trigger an alert notification on at least one display apparatus based on an arrival of the at least one food item at the
delivery station, wherein a customer is notified by the alert notification to pick up the at least one food item; and a temperature control
module coupled to the processor to actuate the heating apparatus based on the order parameter. These special technical features are
not required in Groups | and IIi.

Group |ll requires an order handling unit for receiving at least one food item selection, wherein the at least one food item selection
includes information relating to the at least one food item and information relating to a temperature preference of the at least one food
item, and wherein the order handling unit generates at least one order parameter based on the at least one food item selection. This
special technical feature is not required in Groups | and II.

The only technical feature shared by Groups | and Ill, that would otherwise unify the Groups, is the provision of one or more dispensers
for storing, preserving, and dispensing at least one food item. However, this technical feature does not represent a contribution over
prior art, because the shared techical feature is anticipated by US 5,048,719 A to Empl et al. (hereinafter 'Empl').

Empl teaches a dispenser (1 in Figs. 1 and 3) for storing, preserving, and dispensing at least one food item (Figs. 1 and 3; col 2, In 51-
65).

The only technical features shared by Groups Il and llI, that would otherwise unify those Groups, are the provision of a delivery
apparatus, a heating apparatus, and a delivery station, wherein the delivery apparatus is capable of selectively passing at least one food
item through the heating apparatus. However, this technical feature does not represent a contribution over prior art, because the shared
techical feature is anticipated by US 4,482,078 A to Reiss (hereinafter 'Reiss').

Reiss teaches a dispenser apparatus (10 in Fig. 1; col 3, In 35-61) that includes a delivery apparatus (38, 42, 64, 66, 68 in Figs. 3-5; col
4, In 31-col 5, In 55); a heating apparatus (130 in Figs. 6-7; col 5, In 56-col 7, In 58); and a delivery station (128 in Fig. 2; col 8, In 10-16),
wherein the delivery apparatus (38, 42, 64, 66, 68 in Figs. 3-5; col 4, In 31-col 5, In 55) is capable of selectively passing the at least one
food item through the heating apparatus (col 5, In 44-55).

As the common technical feature was known in the art at the time of the invention, this cannot be considered a common technical
feature that would otherwise unify Groups Il and Iil. Therefore, Groups | through Iil lack unity under PCT Rule 13.
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