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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Jomx Aurp, a subject of
the King of England, residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, (whose
street address is 736 West Chicago avenue,)
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Copy-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, concise, and exact de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification.

Efficient copy-holders in the prior art have
been very expensive, owing to the multiplicity
of parts contained therein. I provide acopy-

holder the essential part of which may be |

bought finished in the market. Said essen-
tial part consists merely of one or more spring-
clips, which I may combine with a rod to form
a copy-holder. Said clips are alike; but the

rod may be of various shapes, adapted to at-
The !

tain the objects hereinafter set forth.
same form or style of clip may serve both for

the purpose of holding the copy and of at--

taching the bar or rod on which the elip is sup-
ported to any convenient object—a type-writ-
ing machine, for instance—in any convenient
position. In the prior art copy-holders de-
signed for attachment to a type-writing ma-

chine have been provided with two distinct .

styles of clamp, one adapted to attach the
copy -holder to the machine and the other
adapted to hold the copy. My clip, which
attains both these objects, consists of an ordi-
nary spring-clip, such as may be bought in
any stationery-store. I may remove one of
the jaws of the clip and substitute therefor a
member of different structure, which while
performing the function of the substituted
jaw alsoservesasa support. Said substituted
member may, as stated, be of various shapes
and sizes to accommodate itself to the different
ways in which it is desired to support the
copy. :

My invention can better be understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a front view of one form of my
device supported on a pedestal or base. Tig.
2 is a longitudinal sectional view of a clip
mounted: on a supporting-rod.

Fig. 8 shows

a- modified form of my device adapted to be
secured to a type-writing machine, for in-
stance. Fig. 4 shows an edge view of the
member substituted for one of the clip-jaws.

Like characters of reference refer to like
parts thronghout the various figures.

In Fig. 1 I have shown the supporting-rod
1 having its lower end supported in a foot2
and held therein by a thumb-screw 3. The
part of the rod abovethe foot may be inclined
ata convenient angle. The spring-clip 5 con-
sists of a cylindrical spring 6 and hasa jaw 7,
which passes through an opening 8 in said
spring, and I provide an associate jaw mem-
ber 9 of modified construction which engages
the spring 6 inthe same manner as the jaw 7 by
passing through a hole 8. Said member 9
is provided with lugs 10, extending perpen-
dicularly therefrom, and said lngs may be pro-
vided with holes 11, through which the rod or
bar 1 may pass. ‘The holes 11 may be so dis-
posed that the cylindrical spring when placed
on said member 9 extends beyond a line con-
necting the inner edges of theholesin the lugs
of said member. Consequently when said
member 9 is applied to the rod the spring 6
engages the rod and servesthe additional pur-
pose of holding the clip thereon and whichelip
is now adjustable on said rod rotatably as well
aslongitudinally. The upper orinclined part
of the rod may also be split- and fanned out,
asshownin Fig. 1, or may be bent to-any shape
to give a better backing support for the copy
grasped by the clip. Instead of directly
clamping the copy a stiff support or backing
12, for instance of sheet metal, may be em-
ployed, to which the copy may be fastened, if
desired, by means of a rubber band 14, for
instance. Such a backing is very useful as
writing-support during the operation of tak-
ing dictation, and when it is desired to copy
the notes the lower end of the backing may
be inserted in the clip, thus leaving the en-
tire leaves of the book free to be turned over.

In Fig. 3 I have shown a modified form of
my copy-holder adapted to be supported from
the frame of a type-writing machine, for in-
stance. In this case I employ two clips, one

for holding the copy and the other for engag-
ing over any edge 15 of the machine, both
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clips being exactly alike. The rod here em-
bodies the vertical member 16, which is held
by the clip which engages the machine, and
the inclined member 17, upon which is held
the clip for holding the copy. . 1t will be seen
that the clip 18 besides serving to secure the
copy - holder to the machine also acts as a
spring locking device for retaining. the sup-
porting-rod in any desired position of refer-
ence by the stenographer. 1 thus entirely
eliminate the necessity of additional locking
means, such as thumb-serews and the like, to

attain this end. This self-locking feature

adds greatly to the efficiency of the copy-
holder and is also inherent with the clip sup-
porting the copy, thus enabling me to hold
the copy in any desired position of rotary or
longitudinal adjustment with regard to the
In the prior art this locking
feature could only be accomplished by the use

of hinges or other forms of joint, and unless

locking means—such as rivets, screws, and the
like—were employed at these joints great dif-
ficulty was experienced in maintaining the
copy-holder in any desired position, any jar-
ring of the holder-support causing displace-
ment of the copy, which is an extremely an-
noying feature in requiring the readjustment
of the copy and the tightening of the screws.
The parts 16 17 and the horizontal arm 23 may
be integral, (not shown,) or, as shown in Fig.
3, for packing purposes to economize in space
or for convenience when not in use 1 may
readily manufacture it in two or more parts.
For instance, I may make the part 17 to be
detachable from the remaining partof the sup-
porting-rod by the interposition of a joint 19
at the point 20 in the supporting-rod. In
such case when it is desired to use the holder
these parts may be joined and held together
by frictional engagement or -by means of a
thumb-serew 21 passing through a sleeve 22,
which may be disposed at the end of the hori-
zontal arm 23. When so made, the part 17
may, it will be seen, be used in conjunction
with the remaining part of the arm (shown in
Fig. 3) when it is desired to secure the copy-
holder to the machine, or it may be inserted
and held in the foot 2 or supported in any
other other convenient way when it is desired
to use the copy-holder separate from the ma-
chine. When the backing is used in connec-

“tion with my device, the lower end of the

backing may be set on a desk and supported
in an upright position by the rod, which also
rests on the desk. Nor do I wish to be lim-
ited to such an arrangement of the parts of
my device as will permit of the copy being
inserted into the clip in a downward direction
only, as shown. I may so shape the support-

ing-rod or so dispose the clamp on said rod as
. to permit of the copy being grasped at the
bottom, at the top, or at the side and held in
any position.
I have thus produced a copy-holder for ad-
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justment to any required position and which,
while embodying a minimum of parts, is very
efficient, as well as very inexpensive.

1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a supporting-rod, of a spring-clip adapted for
longitudinal and rotary adjustment thereon,
spring means whereby said clip may be se-
cured tosaid rod in any adjusted position, and
aswinging arm for carrying said rod and clip,
said swinging arm being adapted for separa-
ble and swinging engagement with a support,
substantially as described.

9. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a supporting-rod, of a clip adapted for longi-
tadinal and rotary adjustment thereon, spring
means whereby said clip may be secured to
said rod in any adjusted position, a swinging
arm for carrying said supporting-rod, and a
spring-clip for connecting said swinging arm
with a support, said spring-¢lip serving to
secure said swinging arm in position, substan-
tially as described. : ‘

3. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a supporting-rod, of aspring-clip adapted for
longitudinal @nd rotary adjustment on said
supporting-rod, spring means for securing
said elip in any adjusted position on said sup-
porting-rod, a swinging arm for supporting
said rod, an additional clip for clamping said
swinging arm to a support, and spring means
for securing said arm in position, substan-
tially as described.

4. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a supporting-rod, of a spring-clip adapted for
longitudinal and rotary adjustment thereon,
spring means for securing said clip in any
adjusted position on said rod, a swinging
L-shaped arm for supporting said rod,aspring-
clip engaging the downwardly - extending
member of said L-shaped arm, whereby said
arm may be clamped to a support, and spring
means associated with said clip whereby said
swinging arm may be secured when swung to
any position, substantially as described.

5. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a supporting-rod, of a spring-clip adapted for
longitudinal and rotary adjustment thereon,
spring means associated with said clip for se-
curing said clip in any adjusted position on
said rod, an L-shaped swinging arm, one mem-
ber of said arm terminating in a socket for
engaging the lower end of said supporting-
rod and clip, an additional spring-clip engag-
ing the other end of said swinging arm for
clamping said arm to a support, said addi-
tional clip being adapted for longitudinal and
rotary adjustment on said end, and spring
means for securing said swinging arm when
swung to any position, substantially as de-
scribed. o

6. In a copy-holder, the combination with
an L-shaped supporting-arm, of a spring-clip
adapted for longitudinal and rotary adjust-
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ment on the downwardly-extending member
of said supporting-arm, said clip serving to
engage said arm with a support, a support-
ing-rod having adjustable and separable en-
gagement with the end of the horizontal mem-
ber of said L-shaped arm, and a spring-clip
engaging said supporting-rod, and adapted
for adjustment thereon, substantially as de-
scribed.

7. In a copy-holder, the combination with
an L-shaped supporting-arm, of a clip engag-
ing the downwardly-extending member of said
arm for securing said arm to a support, said
clip being longitudinally and rotatably ad-
justable on said member, whereby said arm
may swing, spring means associated with said
clip for holding said arm in any position of

“adjustment, a socket at the free end of the

horizontal member of said L-shaped arm, a
supporting-rod having rotatable and separa-
ble engagement with said socket, means for
securing said supporting-rod in any rotated
position, a clip engaging said rod, adapted
for longitudinal and rotary adjustment on said
rod, and spring means for retaining said clip
in any adjusted position on said supporting-
rod, substantially as described.

In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe my
name this 29th day of September, A. D. 1903.

JOHN AULD.
Witnesses:

Herman Kaack,
D. C. Gur~Ez.
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