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The present invention relates to shoulder pad
structure and more particularly to a padded
shoulder strap for use in conjunction with a
brassiére.

It is an object of the present invention fo
provide a brassidre having padded shoulder
straps adapted to increase the comfort while
wearing, which however are not bulky and un-
sightly in use.

It is a further object of the present invention
to provide padded shoulder straps for brassiéres
or the like comprising tubular fabric straps
provided with resilient padding therein.

It is a further object of the present invention
to provide shoulder straps of the character de-
scribed comprising elongated strips of resilient
padding material such as porous rubber, such
for examplé as sponge or foam rubber, covered
with fabric, the fabric ecxtending beyond the
ends of the padding for attachment to the gar-
ment.

Other objects and features of the invention
will become apparent as the deseription proceeds,
especially when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating the
padded shoulder straps in use. :

Figure 2 is a side elevation illustrating the
shoulder straps attached to a brassiére.

Figure 3 is a plan view of a shoulder strap
with parts broken away. ‘ )

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4—&, Figure 3.

_Figure 5 is a section on the line 5—35, Figure 3.

Referring now to the drawings; the invention
is illustrated as applied to a brassiére indicated
generally at 180 and comprises the shoulder straps
12. As.illustrated in Figure 2, the shoulder
straps are secured to the rear of the brassiére
as indicated at 14, and suitable adjustable se-
._curing means are provided, indicated at 16, for
securing the shoulder straps to the front of the
brassiére.

Referring now to Figures 3, 4 and 5 the padded
shoulder straps comprise elongated strips of resil-
ient padding material 18, which may conven-
iently be in the form of porous rubber such for
example as sponge rubber or foam rubber. These
strips are covered with a suitable fabric 20
which may be satin or the like and which may
be sewed so as to form the fabric into an es-
sentially tubular envelope. The tubular fabric
envelope extends beyond the ends of the padding
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material 18 as indicated at 22 and 24 for at-
tachment to the brassiére. Conventional means
may be employed for attaching the ends of the
padded shoulder straps to the front and back
of the brassiére. Thus in Figure 3, the rear
end of the strap 12 is indicated at 26 as sewed
to the rear of the brarriére 10.- At its front
end the fabric envelope extends through an ad-
justable holding element 28 and thence through
a loop 390 secured to the front of the brassiére
I8 by a fabric strap 32 whence it returns and
is passed over a cross bar 34 of the adjustable
fastening element 28.

The padding material 18 need not be at all
bulky and excellent results are obtained when
it has a thickness of somewhat less than 3%
inch and g width at its midportion of approxi-
mately one inch. Preferably, the padding ma-
terial is slightly tapered from ifs mid-section
toward either end.

The drawings and the foregoing specification
constitute a description of the improved shoulder
pad structure in such full, clear, concise and
exact terms as to enable any persion skilled in
the art to practice the invention, the scope of
which is indicated by the appended claims.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A shoulder strap for supporting brassiéres
or the like comprising an elongated strip of
porous rubber of substantially rectangular cross-
section, said strip being slighfly tapered from
its central portion toward each end, a strip of
fabric shaped to surround said rubber strip and
extending beyond the ends of said rubber strip
to provide portions of double thickness of fabric
for attachment to fastening elements.

2. A shoulder strap as defined in claim 1 in
which said rubber strip has a width at its central
portion of about one inch and a thickness .of
somewhat less than 34 of an inch.

DOROTHY ANN DONEGAN.
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