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Y 14 October 2010 (14.10.2010), 1-5,7-9,
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Y Ltd.), 1-5,7-9,
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X JP 7-224192 A (Asahi Chemical Industry Co., 15,16
Y Ltd.), 1-5,7-9,
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claims; paragraphs [0018] to [0044]; examples
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01 March 1994 (01.03.1994), 12-16
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The technical feature common to claim 1 and claim 15 is "a resin
composition which contains (a) a polypropylene resin, (b) apolyphenylene
ether resin and (c) a hydrogenated block copolymer resin, and wherein
the component (c) is a hydrogenated block copolymer, which is obtained
by hydrogenating ablock copolymer that is composed of at least one polymer
block (A) mainly composed of a vinyl aromatic compound and at least one
polymer block (B) mainly composed of a conjugated diene compound, and/or
a modified product of the hydrogenated block copolymer™.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the documents D1 to DS.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Accordingly, claims are classified into two inventions each of which
has a special technical feature indicated below.

(Invention 1) claims 1-14, and 16 (the parts referring to claims 1-14)

"A resin composition which contains (a) a polypropylene resin, (b)
a polyphenylene ether resin, (c) a first hydrogenated block copolymer
resin, and additionally (d) an ethylene-o—olefin copolymer rubber and/or
(e) a second hydrogenated block copolymer resin, and wherein: each of
the component (c) and the component (e) is a hydrogenatedblock copolymer,
which is obtained by hydrogenating a block copolymer that is composed
of at least one polymer block (A) mainly composed of a vinyl aromatic
compound and at least one polymer block (B) mainly composed of a conjugated
diene compound, and/or a modified product of the hydrogenated block
copolymer; the total ratio of 1,2-vinyl bonds and 3,4-vinyl bonds in
all bonds of the conjugated diene compound unit in the component (c)
is 45-90%; the component (c) contains the vinyl aromatic compound unit
in an amount of 30-50% by mass; the total ratio of 1,2-vinyl bonds and
3,4-vinyl bonds in all bonds of the conjugated diene compound unit in
the component (e) is 25% or more but less than 60%; the hydrogenation
degree with respect to the ethylenic double bonds (the double bonds in
the conjugated diene compound unit) of the block copolymer is 80-100%
in the component (c); and the hydrogenation degree with respect to the
ethylenic double bonds (the double bonds in the conjugated diene compound
unit) of the block copolymer is 10% or more but less than 80% in the
component (e)"

(Invention 2) claims 15, and 16 (the part referring to claim 15)

"A resin composition which contains (a) a polypropylene resin, (b)
apolyphenylene ether resin and (c) a hydrogenated block copolymer resin,
and wherein: the component (c) is a hydrogenated block copolymer, which
is obtained by hydrogenating a block copolymer that is composed of at
least one polymer block (A) mainly composed of a vinyl aromatic compound
and at least one polymer block (B) mainly composed of a conjugated diene
compound, and/or a modified product of the hydrogenated block copolymer;
and the ratio of the loss tangent at -50°C (-50°C tand) to the loss tangent
at 0°C (0°C tand), namely (-50°C tand/0°C tand) as determined by the
measurement method described below is 0.39 or more.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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<Measurement of loss tangent (tand)> With respect to an ISO test piece
obtained from the resin composition, a loss tangent (tand) is measured
at -50°C and 0°C using a viscoelasticity measuring instrument in a
temperature sweep mode from -100°C to 160°C at vibration frequency of
10 Hz, a static load strain of 0.2%, a dynamic load strain of 0.1%, a
contact load of 0.5 N and a heating rate of 3°C/min in a tensile mode"

Claim 15 is not relevant to an invention which involves all of the
matters to define the invention in claim 1 and which has a same category.

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect to claims classified into Invention 1, claim 15 is not relevant
to an invention on which it is substantially possible to carry out a
search without an additional prior-art search and judgment, and there
is no other reason for that it can be considered that it is efficient
to carry out a search on claim 15 together with claim 1, and consequently,
it is impossible to classify claim 15 into Invention 1.

Meanwhile, claim 15 is inconsistent with the contents set forth in
example 8 and comparative examples 6-11.

D1: JP 2010-229348 A (Asahi Kasei Chemicals Corp.), 14 October 2010
(14.10.2010)

D2: JP 9-012799 A (Asahi Kasei Chemicals Corp.), 14 January 1997
(14.01.1997)

D3: JP 7-224193 A (Asahi Kaseil Chemicals Corp.), 22 August 1995
(22.08.1995)

D4: JP 7-224192 A (Asahi Kaseil Chemicals Corp.), 22 August 1995
(22.08.1995)

D5: JP 6-057130 A (Asahi Kaseil Chemicals Corp.), 01 March 1994
(01.03.1994)

D6: JP 4-028740 A (Mitsubishi Petrochemical Co., Ltd.), 31 January
1992 (31.01.1992)

D7: JP 2001-270968 A (Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.), 02 October 2001
(02.10.2001)

D8: JP 1-221444 A (Japan Synthetic Rubber Co., Ltd.), 04 September
1989 (04.09.1989)
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