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1 Claim.

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in men’s undergarments, and more
particularly to such a garment having a sus-
pensory embodied in the construction thereof.

In the construction of men’s undergarments,
it is now common practice to shir the fabric in
the region of the crotch to provide ample full-
ness in that portion of the garment. ~To facili-
tate the manufacture of such garments, it is
-usually customary to insert a crofch piece or gore
in the crotch of the garment, which, if the gar-
ment is provided with leg portions, is sewed to
the body and leg portions thereof. To provide
the necessary fullness in the crotch of the gar-

ment, the side edges of the crotch piece  are-

usually shirred, when sewing the’ crotch piece
to the leg portions of the garment, or prior to
sewing it thereto.
type commonly known to the trade as ‘“jockey
shorts,” and to which the present invention more
particularly appertains, portions of the side edges
of the crotch piece or gore may define the inner
edges of the leg openings. In such garments, the
side edges of the crotch piece are usually shirred
before securing the crotch piece to the body por-
tion of the garment, in order to provide the neces-
sary fullness. Such shirring of the fabric is un-
desirable, as it tends to make the garment more
or less bulky at these points, which may cause
discomfort to the wearer. It is therefore highly
desirable that garments of this general type be
so designed and constructed, that ample full-
ness may be provided in the crotch portion of
the garment to serve as a Suspensory, without
shirring or otherwise drawing the fabric together
to provide fullness, as is Now customary.

An important object of the invention, there-
fore, is to provide a garment, the croteh portion
of which is so designed and constructed that
ample fullness may be provided therein to serve

i

If the garment is-of the:
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A further object is to provide a garment of
the class described comprising a crotch piece
made from a blank having outwardly extending
wings which, when sewed together along corre-
sponding edges, provide a suspensory which may
readily be embodied in the construction of a
garment. .

A further and more specific object is to pro-
vide a garment of the class described compris-
ing a crotch piece made from a blank having
outwardly extending wings which, when sewed
together along corresponding edges, provide a

" suspensory, and the upper front portion of the
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as a suspensory, without the necessity of shirring

the fabric,

A further object is to provide a garment of the
jockey shorts type, comprising a crotch piece
which may be sewed into the garment in the
manufacture thereof, in a manner to provide
ample fullness without shirring the fabric, and
whereby the resultant seams may be compara-
tively small, and the crotch portion of the gar-
ment substantially free from wrinkles and un-
due bulkiness.

A further object of the invention is to provide
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a garment having a novel crotch piece, the shape -

- of which. determines the size or degree of full-
ness of the suspensory.

55

suspensory or crotch piece being adapted to co-
operate with the lower front central portion of
the garment to provide & horizontal fly opening.

Other objects of the invention reside in the
novel construction of the crotch and front por-
tions of the garment, whereby the garment may
be provided with a suitable suspensory without
complicating the construction thereof nor add-
ing to the cost of manufacture; in the unique
shape of the crotch piece which .controls the
size of the suspensory; in the manner of con-
structing the crotch piece and sewing it into
the garment to provide a suspensory without
shirring the fabric, and whereby the upper front
portion of the crotch piece may cooperate with
the front section of the garment.to provide a
suitable fly opening; and in the simple and in-
expensive construction of the garment.

Other objects of the invention will appear from
the following description and accompanying
drawings and will be pointed out in the annexed
claim.

In the accompanying drawings there has been
disclosed a structure designed to carry out the
various objects of the invention, but it is to be
understood that the invention is not confined
to the exact features shown, as various changes
may be made within the scope of the claim Which
follows: ‘

In the drawings: e

Figure 1 is a front view oi/aj garment showing
the invention embodied therein;

Figure 2 is & rear view of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the
garment on a figure,

Figure 4 is an enlarged view partially in section
to show-the overlapping arrangement of the upper
portion of the crotch piece and the lower portion
of the front section of the garment;

TFigure 5 is a view showing the crotch of the
garment;
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Figure 6 is a view showing the crotch piece
formed to provide the suspensory;
Figure 7 is a similar view but showing a sus-
pensory with greater fullness;
‘PFigure 8 is a view showing the blank which
constitutes the front sectmn or panel of the gar-

-~ ment;

Figure 9 is:a view showmg the blank which
" constitutes the main body portion of the gar-
ment;

Figure 10 is-a view showing a crotch piece in
which the opposed wings extend outwardly and
upwardly, thereby to provide a suspensory with
less fullness;

Figure 11 is a view showing a crotch piece blank
shaped to provide relatively more fullness than
the blank shown in Figure 10;

Figure 12 is a view showing a crotch piece hav-

ing outwardly extending horizontally disposed:

wings which, when stitched together along the
edges 24, provide a suspensory having greater
fullness than the form shown in Figure 7; and

Figure 13 is a view similar to Figure 1, but
showing a garment with a vertically disposed fiy
opening.

In the selected embodiment of the invention
herein disclosed, there is illustrated in Figures 1
and 2, for purposes of disclosure, a garment com-
prising a main body portion 2 formed from a
blank 3, shown in Figure 9. The side portions 4
of the blank provide the sides 5 of the body of
the garment, and the central portion 6 the back

. or seat portion T thereof,

The form of garment shown in Figure 1 has a

front panel or section 8 which, prior to being
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stitched into the garment, may be in the form of .

a rectangular blank 9, as illustrated in Figure 8.

The side edges 11 of the blank 9 are stitched to .

. the side edges 12 of the blank 3 py suitable seams

13, as shown in Figures 1 and 3. A suitable waist
band {4 is preferably secured to the upper edges
of the body portion T and front panel 8 to com-
plete the formation of the upper portion of the
garment. The waist band 14 is preferably of elas-
tic material, as is more or less common in gar-
ments of this type.

The garment shown in Figures 1 to 4 is of the
type commonly known as jockey shorts, and is
provided with suitable leg openings {5, although it
is to be understood that the invention may be
embodied in garments having leg portions with-
out departing from the scope of the invention,

An important feature of the present invention
resides in the unique construction of the crotch
piece, generally designated by the numeral 16.
The crotch piece 16, as best shown in Figure 10,
is made from a blank (7, having a rear portion
18 provided with a convex or curved edge 19
adapted to be stitched to the concave edge 21 of
the body blank 3, by a seam 22, shown in Figures.
2 and 5. The crotch piece is shaped to provide a
suspensory, when embodied in the garment, and
the upper portion thereof may be arranged to
cooperate with the lower portion of the front
section or panel 8 to provide a horizontal fly open-
ing 10, as will readily be understood by reference
to Figures 1 and 4.

The novel shape of the blank from which the
crotch piece is made, constitutes an important
feature of the present invention, in that it deter-
mines the degree of fullness-of the suspensory of
the completed garment. The blank 17 is formed
with a pair of outwardly extending wings 23, the
edges 24 of which join at the median plane a—a
of the crotch piece, as clearly shown in Figure 10.
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The edges 24 of the wings 23 are stitched together
by & seam 25, as shown in Figures 1 and 5, to
form a suspensory, generally designated by the
numeral 26.

To assemble the garment, the edges 24 of the
crofch plece are united by the seam 25, to form
the suspensory 26, after which a suitable elastic
binding 27 is stitched to the upper edges of the
united wings 23, as shown in Figure 6. The
crotch plece is then secured to the blank 3 by
stitching together the curved edge portions 19
and 2f by the seam 22, as hereinbefore stated,
after which the front panel 8 is secured to the
side edges 12 of the body blank 3, as shown in
Figure 1, and as previously stated. At the same
time, the upper edge portions 28 of the wings 23
of the crotch piece are secured to the edge por-
tions 28 of the body blank 3 by the seams 13, as
will be ready understood by reference to Figure 1.

By thus securing the upper portion of the
crotch piece, which previously formed the wings
23 of the blank 17, to the body of the garment,
the upper portion of the crotch piece, indicated
by the letter A, will overlap the lower edge por-
tion of the front panel, indicated by the letter
B. An elastic binding 31 is secured to the lower
edge of the front panel 8, as a reinforcement
therefor, to keep its lower portion in position on

.the body. After the blanks 3, 9 and 17 have

thus been secured together, the upper waist band
14 is secured to the garment, and the leg open-
ings 15 are also finished by suitable tapes 32, as
will be understood by reference to Figure 1. The
stretch of the material forming the crotch piece
is in a fore-and-aft direction, as indicated by
the arrow 33 in Figures 5, 10, 11 and 12, whereby
the rear or seat portion of the crotch piece will
readily and freely yield to bending movements of
the wearer’s body. The stretch of the body por-
tion 3 and front panel 9 of the garment is in
a horizontal direction, as indicated by the ar-
rows 30 and 40, respectively, as shown in Figurés
8 and 9.

The fullness in the suspensory 26 may be con-
trolled by varying the shape of the outwardly
extending wings 23 of the crotch blank (7. In
Figure 6 there is shown a suspensory formed
from a blank shaped as shown in Figure 10, In
Figure 11, the crotch piece is shown provided
with wings 34, which have their lower edges sub-
stantially horizontally disposed in the blank, and
their upper edges 24 are formed with rather pro-
nounced curves, whereby the resultant suspen-
sory will be of intermediate size.

In Figure 12, we have shown a crotch blank
comprising wings 36, which are horizontally dis-
posed and have their upper and lower edges ar-
ranged in substantially parallel relation. The
form of blank shown in Figure 12 produces a
suspensory having considerable fullness, as
shown, for example, in Figure 7. It will thus
be seen that by varying the size and angle of
the wings of the crotch piece blank 17, the re-
sultant suspensory may be varied in size, as may
be desired.

In the drawings we have shown the body of
the garment constructed of two pieces, namely
the blanks 3 and 9, whereby the body of the
garment comprises but the two upright seams
13, shown in Figures 1, 3 and 5. It is to be un-
derstood, however, that the body of the garment
may be otherwise made without departing from
the scope of the invention. For example, the
body may be made of tubular knit fabric, in
which case the front panel 9 may be dispensed
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with, or the body may be otherwise formed to
eliminate the front section 8. The upper mar-
ginal edge portion of the front of the crotch
piece may also be permanently secured to the
front portion of the body of the garment, if it
is desired to provide the garment with some other
form of fly opening as, for instance, a vertically
disposed fly opening, as shown at 31 in Figure 13.
In this figure there is also shown a garment hav-
ing leg portions 38, to which the side portions
of the crotch piece 39 are secured without shir-
ring, as hereinbefore stated. o

1t will be apparent to those skilled in the art
that we have accomplished at, least the principal
objects of our. invention, and it will also be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art that the em-
bodiments herein described may be variously
changed and modified, without departing from
the spirit of the invention, and that the inven-
tion is capable of uses anc has advantages not
herein specifically described; hence it will be ap-
preciated that the herein disclosed embodiments
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are illustrative only, and that owr invention is
not limited thereto.

We claim as our invention:

A suspensory blank for an undergarment
comprising a crotch piece including a central
portion having a convex rear edge adapted to be
secured to the seat portion of a garment, and
a pair of oppositely extending wings, the side
edges of said central portion being concave and
having their upper portions extending outwardly
in opposite directions and defining the bottom
edges of said wings, the upper edges of said wings
curving upwardly and outwardly from the upper
central portion of the crotch piece, and substan-
tially perpendicular to the median line thereof,
the upper and lower edges being substantially
parallel and fastening means for securing to-
gether the upper curved edges of said wings to
complete the suspensory for embodiment in a
garment.

FRANKLIN CHATFIELD.
JENNIE M. LINDH.,




