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2 
Figure 9 is a side elevation of a brassiere embodying 

a second form of the invention, 
Figure. 10 is a front elevation of the central portion 

2,900,981 of the brassiere, upon an enlarged scale, parts broken 
5 aWay, 

BODY ENCERCLING GARMENT Figure 11 is a vertical section taken on line 11-11 
of Figure 10, 

Henry M. Herbener, Thomasville, Ga. Figure 12 is a side elevation of a brassiere embodying 
Application March 18, 1957, Serial No. 646,593 a third form of the invention, 

4. Claims. (C. 128-465) 10 Figure 13 is an elevation of the front portion of the 
brassiere, upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 

Figure 14 is a vertical section taken on line 14-14 
of Figure 13, 

My invention relates to body encircling garments of Figure 15 is a perspective view of a loop or coupling 
the brassiere, corselet, corset or slip type. ls and associated elements, 
An important object of the invention is to provide Figure 16 is a side elevation of a brassiere embodying 

a garment of the above-mentioned character, so con- a fourth form of the invention, 
structed that the busts are yieldingly supported and shifted. Figure 17 is a side elevation of the front portion of 
inwardly, toward each other, to some extent. the brassiere, upon an enlarged scale, and parts broken 
A further object of the invention is to provide a gar- 20 away, 

ment of the above-mentioned character which is freely Figure 18 is a vertical section taken on line 18-18 
vertically yieldable, to permit of convenient movement of Figure 17, 
of the body, but will remain close to the body, and Figure 19 is a vertical section taken on line 19-19 
return to the inner position when removed therefrom. of Figure 17, 
A further object of the invention is to provide a stiff 25 Figure 20 is a side elevation of a brassiere embodying 

Supporting element, serving as a support for a soft com- a fifth form of the invention, 
pressible pad which supports the bust, thereby promoting Figure 21 is a side elevation of the front portion of 
the comfort of the wearer. the brassiere, upon an enlarged scale, and parts broken 
A further object of the invention is to provide a away, 

brassiere which is cut low in the back, and which may 30 Figure 22 is a vertical section taken on line 22-22 of 
be attached at the bottom of the back of the brassiere Figure 21, 
to the top of the back of a girdle or the like, if desired, Figure 23 is a perspective view of a coupling con 
to prevent displacement of the brassiere. necting two adjacent hoops, parts broken away, 
A further object of the invention is to provide a Figure 24 is a side elevation of a brassiere embody 

brassiere of the above-mentioned character which will 35 ing a sixth form of the invention, 
produce a minimum of pressure of the upper portion Figure 25 is a side elevation of the front of the 
of the front of the garment upon the wearer, due to brassiere, upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 
the circumferential tension of the brassiere, promoting Figure 26 is a vertical section taken on line 26-26 
easy breathing and comfort of the wearer, and at the of Figure 25, 
same time retaining the upper portion of the front and 40 Figure 27 is a side elevation of a brassiere, embody 
the bust receiving pockets close to the body. ing a seventh form of my invention, parts broken away, 
A further object of the invention is to provide resilient Figure 28 is a side elevation of the front of the bras 

pocket Supporting means, which may be formed in a siere, upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 
desired length, so that it will properly function when Figure 29 is a vertical section taken on line 29-29 
the body encircling garment is spaced from the waistline, 45 of Figure 28, 
or extends to or below the waistline. Figure 30 is a side elevation of a brassiere embody 
A further object of the invention is to provide means ing an eighth form of my invention, 

whereby the resilient pocket supporting elements may be Figure 31 is an elevation of the front of the brassiere, 
removed from the garment when it is desired to launder upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 
the garment. 50 Figure 32 is a vertical section taken on line 32-32 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be of Figure 31, 
apparent during the course of the following description. Figure 33 is a section taken on line 33-33 of Figure 

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this 31, 
application and in which like numerals are employed Figure 34 is a side elevation of a brassiere embody 
to designate like parts throughout the same, B5 ing a ninth form of the invention, 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a brassiere embodying Figure 35 is an elevation of the front of the brassiere, 
my invention, . upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 

Figure 2 is an enlarged side elevation of the central Figure 36 is a vertical section taken on line 36-36 of 
portion of the brassiere, parts broken away, Figure 35, 

Figure 3 is a horizontal section taken on line 3-3 of go Figure 37 is a perspective view of one of the loops 
Figure 2, or couplings, and associated elements, parts broken away, 

Figure 4 is a vertical section taken on line 4-4 of Figure 38 is a side elevation of a brassiere embodying 
Figure 2, a tenth modification of the invention, 

Figure 5 is a horizontal section taken on line 5-5 Figure 39 is an elevation of the front of the brassiere, 
of Figure 2, - upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 

Figure. 6 is a vertical section taken on line 6-6 of Figure 40 is a transverse section taken on line 40-40 
Figure 2, of Figure 39, 

Figure 7 is a front elevation of the pad inserted in Figure 41 is a front elevation of a brassiere, upon an 
the pocket of the brassiere, enlarged scale, parts broken away, of an eleventh modi 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the flattened wire 70 fication of the invention, 
from which the supporting element is formed, showing Figure 42 is a vertical section taken on line 42-42 
a rubber sleeve or cover for the same, of Figure 41, 
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Figure 43 is a transverse section taken on line 43-43 
of Figure 41, 

Figure 44 is a side elevation of a brassiere embody 
inga twelfth form of the invention, 

Figure 45 is a side elevation of the front portion of 
the brassiere, upon an enlarged scale, parts broken away, 

Figure 46 is a vertical section taken on line 46-46 
of Figure 45, - 

Figure 47 is a fragmentary side elevation of the ad 
jacent portions of the hoop and loop and coupling, 

Figure 48 is a longitudinal section taken on line 
48-48 of Figure 47. 
In Figures 1 to 8 inclusive, I have shown the first 

form of my invention. A body encircling garment or 
brassiere includes a body portion , which is longitul 
dinally elastic. The body portion. includes sides 2, 
folded upon themselves to provide a bottom 3, afford 
ing a pocket 4. The body encircling portion includes a 
forward portion 5 and bands 6, which extend around 
the body and the ends of the bands are detachably coin 
nected by any suitable means. The forward portion 5 
projects above the bands 6, Figure 1. When in use, the 
lower edge or bottom 3 of the body portion may be 
spaced from the waistline, but the invention is not re 
stricted to this feature. The forward portion 5 has sub 
stantially spherically curved openings 7 formed therein, 
for the passage of the bust, and 8 designates bust re 
ceiving pockets or cups which are spherically curved and 
bulge forwardly. The spherically curved cups may be 
formed in the manner shown in my Patent 2,759,190, 
or by any other suitable means. The pockets 8 have 
their edges overlapping with the forward portion 5, 
Figures 4 and 5, and are secured thereto by lines of 
zigzag stitching 9 and 10. The lines of stitching 9 and ' 
10 are spaced, as shown. The pockets 8 are so ar 
ranged that their upper edges 11 are vertically inclined 
and converge downwardly toward their inner edges, and 
these pockets therefore not only Support the busts but 
tend to move them inwardly toward each other. 
The lines of stitching 9 and 0 are spaced, as stated, 

and their upper ends are connected, and these lines of 
stitching form a circularly curved casing for receiving a 
circularly curved or generally U-shaped supporting ele 
ment 12. This supporting element is formed of a flat 
tened wire, Figure 6. The supporting element is verti 
cally stiff but is horizontally or laterally flexible and 
resilient. 

Arranged within each pocket 4 is a filling or Support 
ing pad 13, preferably formed of sponge rubber, and 
preferably of the construction shown in my Patent 
2,563,241. This pad has a cloth lining 4 secured to its 
inner face by cement or the like, and the edges of this 
lining 14 overlap the edges of the forward portion 5 at 
the opening 7, and the edges of the cloth are secured 
in place by the lines of stitching 9. The supporting ele 
ment 12 supports the pocket and bust and the pad 13 is 
interposed between the bust and supporting element 2, 
thus promoting the comfort of the Wearer. 

I may cover the supporting element 2 with a com 
pressible casing 15, formed of rubber, as shown in 
Figure 8. m 

Disposed within the pocket 4 formed by the sides 2, 
Figures 2, 4 and 5, are resilient wire hoops 16. These 
hoops are formed from suitably stiff and resilient wire, 
bent into zigzag formation, as shown and described in 
my Patent 2,774,073. One hoop 16 is arranged beneath 
each vertically stiff U-shaped supporting element 12 and 
bears against the lower edge of the supporting element. 
As more clearly shown in Figure 6, a flat stiff loop or 
coupling 17 surrounds the supporting element 12 and 
hoop 16 and is rigidly secured thereto. If these parts 
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are made of metal, they may be welded together or the 
coupling 17 may be rigidly clamped to the elements. 12 75 

4 
and 16. The supporting element 12 cannot turn within 
the loop or coupling 17, nor can the hoop 16 turn there 
in. When the supporting element 12 is moved forward 
ly with the pocket, as when the user stoops, the hoop 
16 will yield and has a torsional action, and when the 
pressure is removed from the supporting element 12, the 
hoop will swing the supporting element 12 toward the 
wearer so that the supporting element remains close to 
the wearer. The hoop 16 normally holds the supporting 
element 12 in the raised position, but the hoop is ver 
tically resilient or compressible, and the lower edge or 
bottom of the hoop bears against the bottom 3 of the 
pocket 4. When the hoop 16 is vertically compressed, 
due to the downward movement of the supporting ele 
ment 12, the sides of the hoop 16 will move horizontally 
outwardly since they are slidably mounted within the 
pocket 4. If desired, the sides 2 may be secured to 
gether by vertical lines of stitching. 18. Since the Sup 
porting element 2 is held in place within the casing 
formed by the lines of stitching 9 and 10, and since the 
hoop is secured to the supporting element 12 by the 
loop or coupling 17, it is unnecessary to provide addi 
tional means to hold the lower edge of the hoop in place, 
and their lower edge contacts with the bottom 3. It 
might be stated at this point that the line of stitching 10 
is interrupted to permit of the passage of the loop or 
coupling 17 and the adjacent portion of the hoop, Fig 
ures 2 and 6. 

In view of the foregoing description, it will be seen 
that I have provided a brassiere which will promote the 
comfort of the user, since the pockets 8 are supported 
by the supporting elements 12 and the pads 13 are ar 
ranged between the supporting elements and bust. The 
U-shaped supporting elements are stiff in a vertical plane 
and are flexible or resilient in a lateral or horizontal di 
rection. The torsional action of the hoops 16 tend to 
move the supporting elements 12 and the pockets toward 
the wearer and retain them in close relation to the wear 
er. When the supporting elements and pockets are 
moved forwardly, by the stooping of the wearer, the tor 
sional action is produced upon the hoops 16. The hoops 
16 yieldingly support the supporting elements 12 to per 
mit of the individual vertical movements of the same. 

In Figures 9 to 11 inclusive, I have shown a second 
form of the invention. The same pockets 8, the same 
supporting elements 12, and the same lines of stitching 
9 and 10 are used. The same body portion 1 is em 
ployed, with the front portion 5, and the body portion 
includes the sides 2, the edge or bottom 3 and the pocket 
4. The brassiere thus far described is identical with the 
first form of the invention shown in Figures 1 to 7 
inclusive. 
Arranged within the pocket 4 of the body portion 1 

are pairs of resilient hoops 19 and 20, which are of the 
Zigzag formation and are identical with the hoops 16, 
but may be of somewhat different sizes. The hoops 20 
are arranged within the hoops 19 and are eccentric with 
relation thereto. The elements 12, 19 and 20 are ar 
ranged in the same plane, Figure 11, and the edges of the 
hoops 19 and 20 engage at the upper portions of the 
hoops, and the edge of the hoop 19 at its upper portion 
engages with the supporting element 12. A stiff loop 
or coupling 21, corresponding to the loop 17, receives 
therein the adjacent contacting portions of elements 12, 
19 and 20. This loop or coupling is preferably rigidly 
secured to the elements 12, 19 and 20, by welding, or 
the loop may be clamped against the same. The flat 
tened supporting element 12 cannot turn within the loop 
or coupling 21 nor can the hoops 19 and 20 turn therein, 
and when the supporting element 12 is swung forward 
ly, as when the user stoops, a torsional action is applied 
to elements 19 and 20, and this torsional action serves 
to swing the supporting element 12 toward the wearer 
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and retains the element 12 close to the wearer. The 
same lines of stitching 9 and 10, as shown in connection 
with the first form of the invention, are used, and the 
line of stitching 10 is interrupted for the passage of the 
coupling 21 and the adjacent portion of the hoop 19. 
The same pads 13 are used. The lower edges of the 
hoops 19 bear against the edge or bottom 3, and the 
lower edges of the hoops 20 bear against curved lines 
of stitching 22, connecting the sides 2. The hoops 19 
and 20 are slidably mounted within the pocket 4 and 
their sides move horizontally when the supporting ele 
ment 12 is moved downwardly to vertically compress 
the hoops 19 and 20. The construction of the brassiere 
shown in Figures 9 to 11 inclusive is identical with the 
first form of the invention, Figures 1 to 7 inclusive, 
except that in the second form of the invention the pairs 
of hoops 19 and 20 are used. 
The operation of the second form of the invention is 

similar to that of the first form and is thought to be un 
necessary to state the same. 

In Figures 12 to 15 inclusive, I have shown a brassiere 
embodying a third form of the invention. This brassiere 
comprises the same body portion 1 including sides 2 
folded to provide a bottom 3 and forming a pocket 4. 
The same front portion 5 is provided, having the pockets 
8 and the lines of stitching 9 and 10, forming the casing 
for holding the supporting elements 12. The same pads 
13 are used. The construction of the brassiere, up to 
this point, is identical, with the brassiere shown and 
described in connection with Figures 1 to 7 inclusive. 

Disposed within the pocket 4 and arranged beneath 
and adjacent to the supporting elements 12 are resilient 
hoops 23 of zigzag formation and which are identical 
with the hoops 16 except that they may be smaller. The 
hoops 23 are arranged beneath and in the plane of the 
supporting elements 12 and contact therewith. The hoops 
23 are attached to the supporting elements 12 by loops 
or couplings 24, corresponding to the loops or couplings 
17, Figure 6. These loops or couplings 24 are stiff or 
rigid and are rigidly attached to the flat supporting ele 
ments 12 and the hoops 23. The lateral swinging move 
ment of the supporting elements 12 produce a torsional 
action upon the hoops 23, as explained in connection 
with the hoops 16, Figure 2. Surrounding the hoops 
23 are larger hoops or frames 25, of zigzag formation, 
like the hoops 16. The hoops or frames 25 are open 
at their upper ends and the free ends of each hoop 25 
has mounted thereon loops or couplings 26, which also 
receive the supporting element 12. One of the couplings 
26 is shown in Figure 15, and this coupling is rigidly 
secured to the supporting element 12 and to the free 
end of the hoop or frame 25, by welding or by being 
clamped thereto. When the supporting element 12 is 
swung forwardly by the user stooping, the swinging 
movement of the supporting element causes a torsional 
action upon the end of the hoop or frame 25. 
The outer hoops or frames 25 do not overlap and their 

lower edges engage, the bottom 3 and are supported 
thereby. The hoops 23 have their lower portions en 
gaging curved lines of stitching 27, connecting the sides 
2. The hoops 23 and the hoops 25 are slidably mounted 
within the pocket 4. The lines of stitching 10 are inter 
rupted for the passage of the couplings 24 and 26. 

In use, the hoops 23 and the hoops or frames 25 
yieldingly support the supporting elements 12 and the 
pockets. When these hoops are vertically compressed, 
their side or sides can shift horizontally since they are 
sildable within the pocket 4. Since the couplings are 
rigidly attached to the supporting element 12 and the 
hoops 23 and 25, the forward swinging movement of the 
supporting elements will produce a torsional action in 
the hoops, and these hoops will keep the supporting ele 
ments 12 close to the body, by virtue of this torsional 
action. 
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6 
In Figures 16 to 19 inclusive, I have shown a brassiere 

embodying a fourth form of the invention. In the fourth 
form of the invention, the same body portion 1 is pro 
vided comprising sides 2 folded to provide the bottom 
3 and forming the pocket 4. The same pockets S are 
provided receiving the pads 13. The same line of stitch 
ing 9 is provided for each pocket. The same supporting 
elements 12 are provided, arranged near and beneath 
the line of stitching 9. The construction of the brassiere, 
up to this point, is identical with that shown in connec 
tion with Figures 1 to 7 inclusive. The lines of stitch 
ing 10 are omitted, and upstanding lines of stitching 28 
are provided, connecting the sides. These lines of stitch 
ing 28 form with the lines of stitching 9, casings or 
pockets 29, which removably receive the ends of the 
supporting elements 12. The same hoops 16 are ar 
ranged within the pocket 4, and these hoops have their 
upper portions secured to the supporting elements 12 
by the loops or couplings 17. This is the same construc 
tion as shown in connection with the first form of the 
brassiere, Figures 1 and 2. The lower portions of the 
hoops i6 engage within curved lines of stitching 30, 
which removably hold the hoops in place, and the hoops 
in turn support and hold the supporting elements 12 in 
place, with their free ends in the pockets 29. 
The outer side 2 of the front portion 5 is provided 

with upstanding or generally vertical slits or openings 
3A. If desired, these slits could be formed in the inner 
side 2. 
The hoops 16 resiliently support the supporting ele 

ments 12, as explained in connection with the first form 
of the invention, and the forward swinging movement 
of the elements 12 place a torsional action upon the 
hoops 16, so that these hoops swing the supporting ele 
ments 12 toward the body. 
When it is desired to remove the supporting elements 

12 and hoops 16, as units, from the pocket 4, so that 
the garment may be laundered, the supporting elements 
12 have their free ends removed from the pockets 29. 
This can be readily done because the body portion 1 
is of course flexible and the hoops 16 are flexible. The 
hoops 16 may be passed through the slits 31, Subse 
quent to which the supporting elements are removed 
through these slits. If desired, the supporting elements 
12 may be passed through the slits 31 first. After the 
laundering, it is obvious that the hoops and supporting 
elements may be readily returned to their positions in 
the pocket 4. 

In Figures 20 to 23 inclusive, I have shown a fifth 
modification of the brassiere. This brassiere comprises 
a body portion 1 including sides 2 folded to provide the 
bottom 3 and forming a pocket 4. The body portion 
includes a front portion 5. The same pockets 3 are 
employed, the same lines of stitching 9 and 10 and the 
same pads 13. The front portion 5 Figure 20, is verti 
cally taller than the front portion 5, Figure 1. In other 
respects, the fifth form of the invention as shown in 
Figures 20 to 23 inclusive, up to the point described, is 
identical with the first form of the invention, Figures 
1 and 2. 
As more clearly shown in Figure 21, pairs of resilient 

hoops 32 and 33 are arranged beneath the supporting 
elements 12, which are the same supporting elements 
shown in Figure 2. The hoops 32 and 33 are identical 
with the hoops 16, Figure 2. The hoop 32 is arranged 
beneath the supporting element 12 and is in the same 
plane with the same, and contacts therewith. Each hoop 
32 is connected with its supporting element 2 by a 
loop or coupling 34 corresponding to the coupling 17. 
The coupling 34 is rigid and is rigidly secured to the 
supporting element 12 and the resilient hoop 32. A 
rigid loop or coupling 35 receives the contacting por 
tions of the superposed hoops 32 and 33, and is rigidly 
secured thereto. The loop or coupling 35 receives the 



17 
loops of the hoops' 32 and 33. The superposed hoops 
32 and 33 in each pair are arranged in the same plane, 
thereby providing a flat construction. The lower hoops 
33 engage curved lines of stitching 36, connecting the 
sides. 2. These lines of stitching serve to hold the lower 
hoops 33 in place. 

Since the front portion 5 of the brassiere is relatively 
tall, the body portion of the brassiere may extend to the 
waistline. The pairs of hoops 32 and 33 are provided, 
for supporting the supporting, elements 12, in the tall 
front 5, thus eliminating the necessity of using supporting 
hoops which would be so-large in diameter that they 
would cross each other. 

In the use of this form of the brassiere, the pairs of 
Superposed hoops resiliently support the supporting ele 
ments 12 and pockets. 8. The couplings 34 connect the 
Supporting elements.12 with the upper hoops 32, so that 
lateral Swinging movement of the supporting elements 12 
impart a torsional action to the hoops 32, which in turn 
tend to hold the supporting elements 12 close to the body. 
When the upper hoops 32 are swung forwardly with re 
Spect to the lower hoops 33, a torsional action is im 
parted to the lower hoops 33, and the lower hoops there 
fore tend to hold the upper hoops 32 close to the body. 

In Figures 24 to 26 inclusive, I have shown a sixth em 
bodiment of my invention. In these figures, the numeral 
i designates a body portion of the brassiere, including 
sides 2 folded to produce a bottom 3 and a pocket 4. 
The numeral 5 designates the front portion of the bras 
siere. The same pockets 8 are employed, the same lines 
of Stitching 9 and 10, the same supporting elements 12 
and the same pads. 13, as shown and described in con 
nection with the first form of the invention. The front 5 
is taller than the front 5 of Figure 1, like the front 5 in 
Figure 20. The garment shown in Figure 24 may have 
its lower edge or bottom 3 disposed at the waistline. 

In the form of the invention shown in Figures 24 to 
26 inclusive, the numeral 37 designates a resilient 
U-shaped supporting element, of zigzag formation, like 
the hoops. 16. The U-shaped resilient element 37 has its 
opposite ends arranged beneath and contacting with the 
Supporting elements 12, as shown. The numeral 38 des 
ignates rigid loops or couplings which are rigidly mounted 
upon the supporting elements 12 and the ends of the U 
shaped supporting element 37. The loops or couplings 38 
receive loops formed upon the ends of the U-shaped 
Supporting element 37. The loops or couplings 38 may 
be welded to the supporting elements 12 and the ends of 
the resilient U-shaped element 37 or they may be clamped 
thereto. - 

The lower closed end of the resilient U-shaped support 
ing element bears against the bottom 3. The supporting 
element 37 resiliently supports the elements.12, and since 
the elements, 12 are connected with the U-shaped sup 
porting element. 37 by the loops or couplings .38, when 
the Supporting elements 12 are swung forwardly by the 

. Stooping action of the wearer, the elements.12 impart 
a torsional action to the U-shaped supporting element 
37, and this U-shaped supporting element will accord 
ingly hold the elements 12 close to the body. The U 
shaped supporting element 37 is slidably mounted within 
the pocket 4, and when this element is vertically com 
pressed, its lower portion can readily flatten, and its sides 
shift horizontally. 

In Figures. 27 to 29 inclusive, I have shown a seventh 
modification of the invention. In these figures, the nu 
meral designates a body portion, including sides 2, 
folded to provide a bottom 3 and a pocket 4. The body 
portion is identical with the body, portion 1 and front 
5 of Figures 24 and 25. The same pockets 8 are em 
ployed, the same lines of stitching 9 and 10, the same sup 
porting elements 12 and the same pads 13 as used in con 
nection with the first form of the invention, Figures 1 
and 2. The construction of the brassiere, up to this point, : 

• 10: 

2,900,981 
is identical with that shown in connection with the first 
form of the invention; Figures 1 and 2. The brassiere 
shown in Figure 27 has its front 5-vertically taller than 
the front'5, Figure: 1, and the brassiere shown in Figure 
-27 is adapted to have its- edge-or-bottom 3 arranged at 
the waistline. .. - 
Arranged beneath the supporting elements 12 are ver 

tical ribs39, which may beformed of metal. These ribs 
-are-vertically stiff but may be flexed laterally or forwardly 
and are resilient so that they will return to the vertical 
-position. 'The ribs 39, have their upper ends arranged 
cbeneath and in contact with the supporting elements.12. 
Rigid U-shaped loops or couplings 40 receive the lower 

sportions of the supporting elements 12, and the upper 
ends of the ribs 39. The U-shaped loops or couplings:40 
may be rigidly secured to the upper ends of the ribs 39 
by rivets 41 or they may be welded thereto or otherwise 
rigidly. Secured to the same. The loops or couplings 40 
may be rigidly secured to the supporting elements, 12 by 
welding or the like or they may be clamped; thereon. 
Arranged within: the pocket: 4-beneath the ribs 39 are 
hoops. 42, of zigzag formation, which may be identical 

... with the hoops 6. The hoops 42 are resilient. The 
ribs '39 have : Usshaped loops, or couplings 43, rigidly 
secured thereto, by rivets:44 or the like but they may be 
secured to the ribs by welding. or any other suitable 

- means. The loops or couplings: 43 receive the upper por 
:tions of the hoops: 42 and may be rigidly secured thereto 

: by weldingsor may be clamped to the same. The lower 
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sends of the ribs 39 bear, against the upper portions of the 
hoops, and the lower portions of the hoops bear against 

: ; the bottom:3. The sides 2 may be connected by vertical 
nes of stitching:45, as shown. 
In use, the hoops: 42-yieldingly: support the elements 12 

; : and pockets,8. The hoops:42 are slidably mounted within 
the pocket: 4, and when these hoops are vertically com 

- pressed, their sides shift horizontally. The ribs 39 may 
flex forwardly and when the supporting elements, 12 are 
SWung forwardly, they impart...a torsional action to the 

is upper ends of the: ribs, which tend to hold the elements 
12 close to the body. When the ribs 39 swing forwardly, 
they impart: a torsional action to the upper portions of 
the hoops:42, and this, torsional action tends: to move 
the ribs. 39 toward the bust. : It is obvious that the re 

: silient; hoops 42 yieldingly support the elements.12, and 
pockets for individual adjustment. 

In Figures 30 to:33 inclusive, E have shown an eighth 
embodiment, or modification of my brassiere. In these 
figures, the numeral 1. designates: a body portion having 
'the front portion 5. The same-pockets 8 are employed, 
the same lines of stitching:9 and 10 and the same-pads-13. 
The construction of the brassiere thus-far given is iden 

rtical with the first form of the invention, Figures 1 and 2, 
except that the front portion 5 is taller in Figure 31 than 
the front portion 5 in Figures 1 and 2. The body portion 
.1 includes, the same sides 2 folded to form the bottom 
3. and pocket 4. This is the same construction shown in 
connection with the first form of the invention. 

In this form of the invention, I do not use the identical 
supporting elements 12 but I use. U-shaped or curved sup 
porting elements 46 made from a section of wire, 47, which 
has been flattened, Figure 33, and bent on edge to form 
'the U-shaped, supporting elements;46. Each U-shaped 
supporting element. 46 includes sections which are con 

Stinued...at their inner ends to form. rib sections:48, and 
- these ribsections are formed or bent at their lower. ends 
into a head or loop-49, having an upstanding U-shaped 
extension-50, arranged therein. The rib-sections 48 form 
a rib which is vertically arranged. The line of stitching 
-10 is interrupted for the passage of the rib sections' 48. 
'The ribs formed by the rib-sections and the supporting 
elements 46 are vertically stiff but are laterally resilient, in 
a forwardly direction. The supporting elements' 46 are 
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held within the casings formed by the lines of stitching 
10 and 9. 
Arranged beneath the heads or loops 49 are resilient 

hoops 51, of zigzag formation, and are identical with 
the hoops 16. These hoops are arranged beneath and 
engage the heads 49. The numeral 52 designates rigid 
loops, receiving the lower ends of the heads 49 and loops 
50 and also receiving the upper portions of hoops 51. 
The loops 52 are rigidly secured to the heads 49, and 
the hoops 5 and may be welded to the same or clamped 
thereto. The hoops 51 are slidably mounted within the 
pocket 4 and their lower portions engage the edge or 
bottom 3. 
The hoops 51 resiliently support the supporting ele 

ments 46 and pockets 8. The ribs formed by the rib 
sections 48 are laterally resilient in a forward direction, 
and the loops or couplings 52 connect the heads 49 with 
the hoops 51, so that when the ribs are swung forwardly, 
a torsional action is imparted to the upper portions of 
the hoops 51. This torsional action enables the hoops 
51 to move the vertical ribs including rib sections 48 
toward the body. 

In Figures 34 to 37 inclusive, I have shown a ninth 
form of my brassiere. This embodiment comprises the 
body portion 1, including sides 2 folded to provide the 
bottom 3, forming a pocket 4. The body portion 1 in 
cludes the front 5. The same pockets 8 are used, the 
same lines of stitching 9 and 10, and the same support 
ing elements 12. The same pads 13 are used. The form 
of brassiere described up to this point is identical with 
the brassiere of Figure 1, except that the front is taller 
So that the bottom 3 may be arranged at the waistline. 
The brassiere in Figure 34 thus far described is identical 
with the brassiere shown in Figure 20. 

Arranged within the pocket 4 are vertical ribs 53, which 
may be formed of metal. These ribs are normally flat 
and are vertically stiff but are laterally flexible or resilient 
in a forward direction. The ribs are held in place by 
vertical lines of stitching 54, forming casings which re 
ceive the ribs, and the upper ends of these casings are 
closed. The outer ribs 53 are arranged adjacent to the 
outer ends of the supporting elements 12 and the inner 
rib 53 is arranged between the inner ends of the support 
ing elements 12. The supporting elements 12 are not 
directly mounted upon the ribs 53 by couplings, but they 
are connected with the ends of the ribs by the casings 
and the adjacent portions of the front 5. These ribs sup 
port the elements 12 and the pockets 8. 
Arranged within the pocket 4 and mounted upon the 

edge or bottom 3 are resilient hoops 55, of zigzag forma 
tion and these hoops engage and support the ribs 53. 
The ribs 53 have U-shaped loops or couplings 56 secured 
to their lower ends, by rivets 57, welding or the like. 
The loops are couplings 56 are stiff and are rigidly se 
cured to the ribs 53, as stated, and these loops or cou 
plings receive therein the upper portions of the hoops 55, 
and these loops or couplings may be rigidly secured to 
the hoops by welding or by being clamped against the 
same. The hoops 55 are held, against displacement by 
lines of stitching 55", connecting the sides 2. 

In view of the foregoing description, it will be seen 
that the resilient hoops 55 support the supporting ele 
ments 12 and pockets 8. By combining the hoops 55 
with the ribs 53, the front 5 may be sufficiently vertically 
long so that its bottom will be near the waist line. 
The inner rib 53 is stiffer than the outer ribs 53, with 

respect to lateral flexing, all ribs being resilient. This 
increased stiffness of the inner rib may be effected by 
making it slightly wider than the outer ribs 53, as shown, 
although this increased stiffness may be produced by mak 
ing the inner rib thicker. The outer ribs 53 serve to sup 
port the elements 12 and the inner rib 53 also serves this 
purpose but the principal function of the inner rib 53, 
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with its increased stiffness, is to hold the front of the 
brassiere close to or against the body. 
The units including the hoops 55 and ribs 53 are re 

movable. For this purpose, I provide the inner side 2 
with upstanding slits or slots 2a, for the passage of the 
hoops 55 and ribs 53. The supporting units may there 
fore be removed when it is desired to launder the garment, 
and may be readily returned in position after such launder 
ing. The ribs 53 are held against displacement by the 
lines of stitching 54 and the hoops 55 are held against 
displacement by the lines of stitching 55'. 

In connection with the form of the invention shown 
in Figures 34 to 37 inclusive, would state that I con 
template omitting the supporting elements 12 and may 
also omit the pads 13. The ribs 53 will then be connected 
with the ends of the pockets 8 near the tops of the pockets 
and will serve to support these pockets from their ends. 

in Figures 38 to 40 inclusive, I have shown a tenth 
modification of the invention. In these figures, the nu 
meral designates the body portion of the brassiere, 
formed of a section of fabric including sides 2, folded 
upon itself to provide a bottom 3 and a pocket 4. The 
body portion 1 includes a front 5. The same pockets 8 
are employed, with the same lines of stitching 9 and 10 
and the same supporting elements 12 and pads 13. The 
construction of the brassiere up to this point is identical 
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with the first form of the invention shown in Figure 1, 
except that the front 5 in Figure 38 is vertically longer 
than the front 5 in Figure 1, and the brassiere of Figure 
38 is adapted to have its bottom 3 extending to the waist 
line. 
Arranged within the pocket 4 are vertical ribs 58, which 

may be formed of metal, and which are vertically stiff 
but are laterally resilient or flexible in a forward direction. 
The upper ends of these ribs are removably mounted 
within casings or pockets 59 formed by vertical lines of 
stitching 60. These pockets are relatively short. The 
pockets will hold the upper ends of the ribs 58 in place, in 
use, but will permit of their ready removal from within 
the pockets. The outer ribs 58 are arranged near the 
outer ends of the Supporting elements 2 and pockets 8 
and the inner rib 58 is arranged between and near the 
inner ends of the supporting elements 12. When the 
ribs are held within the pockets 59, they are connected 
with the ends of the elements 12 and pockets 8 through 
the medium of the pockets 59 and adjacent portions of 
the front 5. 
Arranged within the lower portion of the pocket 4 are 

resilient hoops 61, of ZigZag formation, which are identi 
cal with the hoops 16, Figure 2. The hoops 61 are ar 
ranged beneath the ribs 58 to support them and are con 
nected with the ribs by U-shaped loops or couplings 62, 
similar to the couplings 56, Figure 37. The couplings 62 
are secured to the ribs 58 by rivets 63. The couplings 62 
may be rigidly secured to the ribs 58 and to the hoops 61. 
The outer ribs 58 have connection with horizontal 

straps 64 by couplings or loops 65. The inner ends of 
the straps 64 are connected with the inner rib 58 by a 
coupling or loop 66, as shown. The couplings 65 may 
be secured to the outer ribs by rivets or any other suitable 
means and the coupling 66 is secured to the inner rib 58 
by rivets or other means. The straps 64 are formed of 
resilient wire and are of ZigZag formation, like the hoops 
16, Figure 2. The straps 64 are highly flexible laterally 
in a horizontal direction and are resilient and elastic and 
slightly longitudinally extensible. The straps 64 serve 
to hold the ribs 58, near their lower ends, against dis placement. 
The hoops 61 are arranged within the pocket 4 adjacent 

to the bottom 3 and engage: curved lines of stitching 67, 
which removably holds the lower portions of the hoops 
against displacement. . 
The front side 2 of the brassiere is provided with up 

standing slits 68, as shown. 
In connection with the form of the invention shown in 
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Figures.38 to-40-inclusive, the-ribs 58 support the ele 
ments 12 and pockets-8, and these ribs are resiliently Sup 

-ported by the hoops 61. The sides of the hoops are slid 
- able within the pocket 4 and when the hoops are vertically 

: compressed, their sides may-move outwardly horizontally. 
The supporting means including the ribs 58 and hoops 

: 61 are removable from within the pocket 4, so that the 
garment may be laundered. When this sis-desired, the 

... ribs 58 are-removed from the-pockets'59-and the hoops 
61 and associated elements are passed through the slits 
68. This is rendered possible because the elements: 61 

1. and 64 are: highly flexible laterally, and may be readily 
folded, upon themselves. After the garment has been 
laundered, the ribs-58 may be-again returned to place in 

: the pocket: 4. 
In connection with the form of the invention shown in 

; Figures 38 to 40 inclusive, I contemplater omitting the 
supporting elements 12 and pads 13. 

In Figure,41, I have shown the eleventh different form 
of my invention. In this form, the body portion in 
'cludes sides 2, folded to produce the bottom 3, forming 
the pocket. 4. The same lines of stitching 9 and Care 

... employed...and the same supporting elements S2 are 
present. The same pockets. 8 are provided with the same 
pads, 3. The construction of the brassiere thus far re 
cited is identical with that shown in Figure 1 of the draw 
ings, except that the front 5 is vertically longer so that the 
bottom 3 may extend to the waistline. 

... Arranged within : the pocket. 4- are vertical ribs - 69 
... formed of metal. These ribs are vertically, stiff and are : 
laterally flexible and resilient in a forwardly direction. 
The upper ends of the ribs.69 are held within pockets 
formed by vertical lines of stitching 70 and 71, connecting 

: the sides. 2. The lines of stitching 70 and 71 extend-down 
to a point near the lower. ends of the ribs. 
Arranged beneath the ribs 69, within the pocket 4, are 

hoops 72, which. are resilient, of zigzag formation, and 
are identical with the hoops. 16. The ribs 69 are con 

: nected with the hoops. 72 by U-shaped loops or couplings 
73, similar to the coupling 56, Figure 37. The lower 

: portions of the hoops 72 bear against the -bottom 3. 
Extending between the outer ribs'-69 and the inner rib 

69 are pairs of diagonal or inclined straps 74, and the 
straps in each, pair cross- each other. The straps 74 are 
identical with the straps. 64, Figure 39. The outer-ends 
of the straps 74 carry hoops 75 which engage within loops 
or couplings 76, which are mounted upon the outer-ribs 

: 69. The couplings 76-may be held in-place. upon the 
outer ribs by rivets or the like. The lines of stitching 7A 
and 70, at the left and right respectively, may be inter. 
rupted to accomodate the upper couplings 76. The 
inner ends of the straps 74 have hoops 77, engaging 

... within loops or couplings:78, mounted upon the inner rib 
, 69 and held thereon by rivets or the like. The lines of 
..stitching 70 and 7 adjacent to the inner rib are inter 
rupted to accommodate the upper coupling 78 and the 
adjacentends of the straps 74. 

in connection with this form of the invention, the ver 
tical ribs 69 support the ends of the supporting elements 
32, and pockets. 8, and these ribs are resiliently supported 
by the hoops:72. The straps 74 are highly flexible later 
ally in a forwardly direction, and these straps, being only 

a slightly longitudinally -elastic, serve to hold the ribs - 69 
in place. 

: In connection with the form of my invention shown 
- in Figures. 41 to 43 inclusive, it should be stated that I 
contemplate omitting the supporting elements 12 and 
the pads 13. 
*In Figures. 44 to 48 inclusive, I have shown a twelfth 

'form of the invention. The garment shown in these 
figures embodies a body-encircling portion 1, which is 
longitudinally elastic. The body encircling portions in 
cludes sides 2, folded upon - themselves to provide a 
bottom 3, affording a pocket. 4. The body encircling. 
portion includes a forward portion 5 which projects 

:2 
above bands. 6, Figure 44. The form of the invention 
thus far described is identical with the first form of 
the invention, shown in Figures 1 and 2. The bottom 3, 
Figure 45, may extend to the waistline or be-spaced 

5: therefrom, as desired. 
The front portion 5 is provided in its top with openings 

79, to receive-the-bust, and forwardly bulging busts re 
ceiving pockets 80 are arranged upon the outer face of 
the forward portion 5, and are secured thereto by-lines 

10 of stitching 81. The stitching 81 may be zigzag, so 
that it will yield, since the -body encircling portion 1 is 
horizontally elastic. The upper edges of the sides. 2 
are secured together by a zigzag line of Stitching 82 
sforming - a curved casing 83. The upper-edges of the 

5 i front portion-5 may be circularly-curved and may be 
- concentric with the edges of the pockets 80. 

Arranged within the pocket-4 are resilient hoops 84, 
which -are flat and are of zigzag-formation - and are 
identical with the hoops 16, Figures 1 and 2. The hoops 

20 -84 are arranged beneath the pockets 80 and have their 
centers in vertical alignment with the centers of the 
pockets 80. The hoops 84 engage the closed bottom 
3 and bear against the same, and I may provide lines of 
stitching 85 to hold the hoops 84 in place. 

-25. The numeral, 86 designates, resilient loops, which are 
; : flat, and are formed of wire-bent into a zigzag forma 

; :tion, like: the hoops-16 and -84. The loops 86 have their 
... upper-ends closed and circularly curved and held within 
: the casing-83, and I may also providelines of stitching 

30:87, like the lines of stitching 85, and the lines of stitch 
sing 87 and 85 connect the sides 2. The lines of stitching 
serves to further retain; the upper-portions of the loops 
2.86. in-place. The lines of stitching-87 may be omitted, 
if desired. 

35 The lower-ends of the loops: 86 are open, as shown. 
:The-ends of the sides of each loop '86 are arranged to 
contact with the periphery of the hoop. 84, upon opposite 
sides-of; the center of the hoop, and spaced from such 
center. The sides of the loop '86 are arranged in the 

40 same plane: with the hoop -84. The ends of the sides 
of each loop 86.are attached to the hoop 84 by stiff 
couplings i.88, which may be formed of metal. The 

... couplings: 88 may be attached to the ends of the loop 
286 and hoop -84 by-welding, soldering or the like, or 

45 may be clamped to the same. The couplings 88 form 
a stiff connection between the ends of the loop-86 and 

; hoop 84. 
When the garment-is-applied to the wearer, the elastic 

body...encircling portion 1 is under tension, to a certain 
50 extent. The pockets -80 support the bust, and these 

spockets are resiliently supported by the loops 86 and 
hoops 84. When the pockets 80. move, downwardly, by 
the wearer Stooping or the like, the loops. 86 and hoops 
-84, vertically yield, to permit of such, downward move 
ment. and being resilient return the pockets to the raised 
position when the pressure is removed from the pockets. 
The hoops. 84 are vertically resilient and may be readily 
vertically compressed since their side portions are, free 
to move outwardly for such side portions are slidable 

60 within the pocket 4. The lower portions of the loops 
86 may also move outwardly and horizontally, when 
the loops are vertically compressed, since the lower por 
tions of the loops are slidable within the pockets. The 
couplings-88s form stiff connections between the lower 

6, ends of the loops. 86 and the hoops 84, and when the 
loops. 86 are flexed forwardly or laterally, such move 
ment, is opposed by the torsional action which the loops 
apply to the hoops, 84 through the medium of the stiff 
couplings. 88. 

70 in connection with all forms of the invention, I wish 
to State that, under. Some. circumstances, I contemplate 
omitting, the pads.13. 

It is to be understood that the forms of my invention 
herewith shown and described are. to be taken as pre 

75 ferred examples of the same, and that various changes 
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in the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to, without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A garment comprising a flexible body encircling 

portion including front and rear sides forming a main 
pocket having a closed bottom, bust receiving pockets 
carried by the upper portion of the body encircling 
portion, lines of stitching connecting said sides near the 
bust receiving pockets and forming small holding pockets, 
inclined lines of stitching connecting said sides near 
the closed bottom, one of said sides having openings 
formed therein outwardly of the bust receiving pockets, 
upstanding ribs having their upper ends removably 
mounted within the holding pockets, resilient hoops of 
zigzag formation mounted within the main pocket and 
held in place by the inclined lines of stitching, the side 
portions of the hoops being horizontally movable with 
relation to the inclined lines of stitching above the same, 
and means mounting the ribs upon the tops of the hoops. 

2. A garment comprising a body encircling portion, 
bust receiving pockets extending to the body encircling 
portion and permanently secured thereto, upstanding ribs 
mounted upon the body encircling portion and having 
their upper ends terminating substantially at the top of 
the body encircling portion, said upstanding ribs serving 
to support said pockets, resilient hoops mounted upon 
the body encircling portion and having their side portions 
free to move horizontally when the hoops are vertically 
compressed, the hoops being mounted adjacent to the 
bottom of the body encircling portion and adjacent to the 
lower ends of said ribs, and means to mount the lower 
ends of the ribs upon the top portions of said hoops. 

3. A garment comprising a body encircling portion, 
bust receiving pockets contacting with the top portion 
of the body encircling portion, relatively vertically stiff 
supporting elements secured to the pockets and extending 
along their bottoms, upstanding ribs, mounted upon the 
body encircling portion and having their upper ends ter 
minating substantially with the top of the body encircling, 
portion, means to mount the vertically stiff supporting 
elements upon the ribs, resilient hoops mounted upon the 
body encircling portion near its bottom and having its 
side portions free to move horizontally when the resilient 
hoops are vertically compressed, and means to mount the 
lower portions of said ribs upon the upper portions of 
said hoops. 

4. A garment comprising a body encircling portion, 
bust receiving pockets contacting with the top portion 
of the body encircling portion, relatively vertically stiff 
supporting elements secured to the pockets and extending 
along their bottoms, upstanding ribs mounted upon the 
body encircling portion and having their upper ends ter 
minating substantially with the top of the body encircling 
portion, means to mount the vertically stiff supporting 
elements upon the ribs, resilient hoops mounted upon the 
body encircling portion near its bottom and having its 
side portions free to move horizontally when the resilient 
hoops are vertically compressed, means to mount the 
lower portions of said ribs upon the upper portions of 
said hoops, and generally horizontal straps connecting 
the upstanding ribs. 

5. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
including a main pocket provided with opening means, 
bust receiving pockets contacting with the top portions 
of the body encircling portion and permanently secured 
to the body encircling portion, Supporting elements ex 
tending about the bottoms of the bust receiving pockets 
for normally supporting them, means for removably hold 
ing the supporting elements in place within the main 
pocket, resilient hoops mounted within the main pocket 
and extending beneath the supporting elements, said re 
silient hoops including side portions which are slidably 
mounted within the main pockets so that said side por 
tions are free to move generally horizontally with respect 

10 

14 
to the main pocket when said hoops are vertically com 
pressed, means to permanently secure the hoops to the 
supporting elements, each hoop and the companion Sup 
porting element being removable as a unit through said 
opening means. ... " 

6. A garment comprising a body encircling portion in 
cluding a main pocket provided with opening means, 
bust receiving pockets contacting with the body encircling 
portion and permanently secured to the body encircling 
portion, supporting elements arranged within the main 
pocket and extending about the bottoms of the bust re 
ceiving pockets for normally supporting them, resilient 
hoops mounted within the main pocket and extending be 
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neath the supporting elements, said resilient hoops hav 
ing tops and side portions, said side portions being slid 
ably mounted within the main pocket so that said side 
portions are free to move generally horizontally with 
respect to the main pocket when said hoops are ver 
tically compressed, upstanding ribs mounted upon the 
tops of the hoops, means for removably holding the up 
per ends of the ribs in place within the main pocket close 
to the supporting elements, the hoops and ribs being re 
movable through the opening means. - 

7. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
including a main pocket provided with opening means, 
bust receiving pockets connected with the top portion 
of the body encircling portion and permanently secured 
to the body encircling portion, supporting elements ex 
tending about the bottoms of the bust receiving pockets 
for normally supporting them, means for removably hold 
ing the supporting elements in place within the main 
pocket, resilient hoops mounted within the main pocket 
and extending beneath the supporting elements, said re 
silient hoops including side portions which are slidably 
mounted within the main pocket so that said side por 
tions are free to move generally horizontally with respect 
to the main pocket when said hoops are vertically com 
pressed, means to mount the Supporting elements upon 
said hoops, the hoops and supporting elements being re 
movable through said opening means. 

8. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
including a main pocket, bust receiving pockets contact 
ing with the body encircling portion and permanently 
secured thereto, resilient hoops mounted entirely in the 
main pocket and removably mounted within the main 
pocket and having closed tops and side portions which 
move horizontally outwardly when the hoops are verti 
cally compressed, and upstanding ribs mounted upon the 
upper closed tops of the hoops and bodily mounted 
within the main pocket and terminating at substantially 
the top of the main pocket, said ribs being arranged ex 
teriorly of the bust receiving pockets and detachably 
connected with the bust receiving pockets. 

9. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
including a main pocket, bust receiving pockets perma 
nently attached to the body encircling portion and con 
tacting therewith, resilient hoops removably mounted 
within the main pocket and terminating within the main 
pocket, said hoops having closed tops, and means mount 
ed within the main pocket and disposed exteriorly of 
the bust receiving pockets and mounted upon the closed 
tops of the resilient hoops, said means and hoops be 
ing removable from the main pocket. 

10. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
including a main pocket, bust receiving pockets con 
tacting with and permanently secured to the body en 
circling portion, means forming rib receiving pockets 
upon the body encircling portion and arranged near and 
exteriorly of the bust receiving pockets, upstanding ribs 
bodily mounted within the main pocket and having their 
upper ends extending into the rib receiving pockets, re 
silient hoops having closed tops mounted within the 
main pocket of the body encircling portion and having 
their side portions free to move horizontally outwardly 
when such hoops are vertically compressed, and means 
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to mount the lower portions of the ribs upon the closed 
tops of the hoops. 

11. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
having a main pocket, bust receiving pockets secured to 

16 
and an intermediate theop, upstanding ribs arranged 

... within the main pocket above the hoops and disposed 
exteriorly of the bust-receiving pockets and terminating 
adjacent to the top of the main pocket and serving to Sup 

and contacting with the body encircling portion, up-: 53 port the bust receiving pockets adjacent to the outer ends 
standing ribs mounted within the main pocket and not 
extending above the body, encircling portion, and ar 
ranged exteriorly. of the bust receiving pockets and 
serving to supports said bust receiving pockets, resilient 
hoops mounted within the main pocket of the body en 
circling portion and having side portions which are free 

...to move horizontally outwardly, when the hoops are ver 
tically compressed, said hoops having closed tops, means 
to mount the upstanding ribs upon the closed tops of the 
hoops, and pairs of diagonal straps connecting the ribs : 
and crossing each other. 

12. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
having a main pocket, bust receiving pockets contacting 
with and secured to the body encircling portion, upstand 
ing ribs mounted within the main pocket and extending 
-to and terminating substantially at the top of the main 
pocket, said upstanding ribs including outer ribs disposed 
near the outer edges of the bust receiving pockets and 
an inner rib disposed between the inner edges of the 
busts receiving pockets, resilient hoops mounted within 
the main pocket adjacent to the bottom of the main 
pocket and corresponding in number and arrangement 
to the upstanding ribs and being arranged beneath the 
upstanding ribs, the resilient hoops having closed tops 
and side portions which move outwardly horizontally 30 1020,213 
when the hoops are vertically compressed, and means 
to mount the lower ends of the ribs upon the closed 
tops of the hoops. 

13. A garment comprising a body encircling portion 
including a main pocket, bust receiving pockets contact 
ing with the body encircling portion and permanently 
secured thereto, resilient hoops mounted within the main 
pocket adjacent to its bottom and having closed tops and 
sides which move horizontally outwardly when the hoops 
are vertically compressed, there being two outer hoops 

: of their edges, means to mount the outer: ribs upon the 
siellosed tops of the outer hoops, an intermediate upstanding 
..irib arrangement within the main pocket and disposed be 
it tween the inner-ends: of the edges of the bust receiving 

10 pockets: and servings to support such inner ends, and 
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meansi to mount: the intermediate'rib upon the closed 
s: top of the intermediate: hoop. 

14. Agarment comprising a body encircling portion 
including at main 'pocket, itbust' receiving pockets con 
tacting with and secured to the body, encircling portion, 
supporting elements for the bust receiving pockets ex 
tending about the bottoms of the bust receiving pockets, 
as plurality of resilient hoops arranged within the bot 
tom of the main pocket beneath the supporting elements 
and having closed tops and side portions which move 
outwardly: in a generally horizontal direction when the 
hoops are vertically compressed, elements connected with 
the supporting elements for supporting the same, and 
means for mounting the last-named elements upon the 
closed tops of the hoops. 
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