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o al vo, i ma conce°72 
Be it known that I, JOSIAH LOHR, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and Improved Fire-Escape; and 
I do hereby declare that the followingisa full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of this specification, in 
Which– 

Figure I represents a side elevation of my 
apparatus when arranged in position to be 
drawn through the streets. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tional side elevation of the same when in po 
sition to rescue persons from a burning build 
ling. 
Similarletters of reference in both views 

indicate corresponding parts. 
This invention consists in a mast or pole 

provided with suitable platforms and rigging 
and connected to an oscillating shaft, which 
has itsbearings in lugs rising from a revolving 
table or platform, in combination with a truck 
supporting said revolving platform and with 
a suitable hoisting mechanism, in such a man 
ner that Said masti can be turned down to a 
horizontal position and at right angles with 
the axles of the truck, ready to be drawn 
through the streets of a city or town, or that 
it (the mast) can be raised to any desired an 
gle and revolved with the platform in either 
direction, according to the height or position 
of those parts of a building which may be on 
fire or from whichit may be desired to remove 
persons or articles. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
Scribe it. M 
A represents a truck supported by four 

wheels, B, and provided with a platform, C, 
and draft-pole D, that servesto draw the same 
with allits appendages through the streets of 
a city or town. The center of the platform C 
of the truck forms the bearing or step for the 
centralgudgeon, a, on which the table E turns 
freely in either direction. This table is pro 
vided with two lugs, b, which form the bear 
ings for the oscillating shaft F, and from the 
middle of said shaft rises the mast or pole G, 
so that by turning the same in either direc 
tion the mast assumes a horizontal, oblique, or 
upright position, as circumstances may re 

Said mast is strengthened in its posi quire. 

tion by corner-pieces c, and it is further stead 
ied by shrouds d, extending from the head of 
the mast down to arms e, which are firmlyse 
cured to the ends of the shaft F beyond the 
table E, so that they do not interfere with the 
motion of the Shaft or mast. 
When the mast is brought down to a hori 

zontal position, its head rests on an additional 
two-wheel truck, H, which also supports the 
basket I, the use of which will be hereinafter 
explained. 
The mastis raised andlowered by a rope, f, 

extending from a triple block, g, around three 
blocks, h, and a windlass, i, and thence to a 
cleat,j, where its end is belayed. The blocks 
h are secured to the mastati different distances 
from its head, as experience may dictate, and 
the triple. blockg is rigidly attached to the 
upper end of a standard, J, which rises from 
the table E. Two brackets, k, secured to the 
sides of this standard, form the bearings for 
the windlass, and the cleati is firmly secured 
on its front edge. By giving to the rope 
a few turns round the windlass and taking 
hold of its loose end one man, with the neces 
sary assistance to turn the windlaSS, isenabled 
to control the position of the mast, and when 
he desires to retain the same in any desired 
position he belays the rope on the cleati, and 
the object is accomplished. 
K K' are two platforms, which are firmly 

secured to the mast at different distances from 
its head, and which are intended to afford 
room for the firemen to work upon at differ 
entheights. A hook, l, secured to the ropel, 
which extends down through a Suitable chan 
nel in the interior of the mast, serves to hoist 
up the hose to the upper platform, K, anda 
similar hook, l', secured to a rope, l', is in 
tended to hoist up the hose to the lower plat 
form, K, and these hooks are so constructed 
that they embrace the hose and hold it at the 
desired height, thus giving to the firemen a 
chance to direct the current of Water without 
being obliged to sustain the Weight of the 
hose from the platform down to the ground. 
A hook, lº, attached to a rope, lº, which 

emanates from the top of the mast, and which 
is intended to extend down through the inte 
rior of the same and out at its side below, so 
that it canbe handled from the table E, is in 
tended to sustain the basket I, which is used. 
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?or the purpose of rescuing persons or articles 
from a burning building. 
The mast itself is intended to be made of 

Wood and of sufficient length to reach to the 
top of the highest building. It wil be cov 
ered With fire-proof paint, and ought to be 
made hollow and provided with a series of 
Small holes, so that a current of water can be 
paSSed through them to prevent the mast from 
catching fire if it should be used close to a 
burning building. 
The operation is as follows: When the ap 

pal'attis is put up in a truck-house or drawn 
through the streets of a city or town, the mast 
is turned down to a horizontal position, its 
head resting on the secondary truck H, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. On 
arriving at the place of the fire the secondary 
truck is removed and the mast is raised to a 
vertical or oblique position, so that the table 
E can be turned and the shaft F brought in 
a josition parallel, or nearly so, to the burn 
ing building. The firemen are now enabled 

to play from the platform K K' on any part 
of the burning building, andifit is desired to 
approach any part of the building the mast 
isbrought in an inclined position, as shown 
in Fig. 2, and by these mens the basket I 
may be brought before any one of the windows 
of a house to allow of rescuing persons or ar 
ticles. The operation of the mast is consid 
erably facilitated by the revolving table E, 
which may be turned by suitable guy-ropes, 
or in any other desirable manner. 
What I claim aS new, and desire to Secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
The combination of the revolving table E, 

oscillating shaft F, mast G, and windlassi, all 
constructed and operating in the manner and 
for the purpose substantially as herein shown 
and described. 

JOSIAEI LOHR. 
WitneSSeS: 

THOs. S. J. DOUGLAs, 
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