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L I:l Claims Nos.:
becanse they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be cartied out, specifically;

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intermational application, as follows;

In order for a group of inventions in ¢laims to satisfy the requirement
of unity of invention, there must be a special technical feature which
links the inventions so that theinventions formasingle general inventive
concept. However, the inventions inclaims 1-17 are linked to each other
only by the matter “an electricity storage module comprising: a housing
having at one end thereof an inlet for a cooling medium and an exit at
the other end; and electricity storage elements contained within the
housing, the electricity storage elements being arranged at intervals
from the inlet toward the outlet, (continued to extra sheet)
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claims,
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3 |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1 and 2
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the intervals of the arrangement of the electricity storage elements
being changed so that the speed of flow of the cooling medium is higher
on the exit side than on the inlet side.”

However, the matter is disclosed in document 1, which is JP 11-328518
A (Toshiba Battery Co., Ltd.), 30 November 19%9 (30.11.199%), etc., and
therefore 1s not a special technical feature.

Accordingly, it is clear that the inventions in claims 1-17 do not
satisfy the requirement of unity of invention.

Next, the number of inventicn groups which are stated in the claims
of this international application and are linked to each other so as
to form a general inventive concept, that is, the number of inventicns,
is as follows: only three inventions in claims 1, 4, and 14 are stated
without citingmatters statedinotherclaims, while cachof the inventions
in claims 2, 3, and 17 is stated with citation of c¢laim 1, each of the
inventions in claims 5-13, and 17 are stated with citation of claim 4,
and each of the inventions in claims 15-17 are stated with citation of
claim 14.

Note that each of the inventions in claims 1 and 2 has no novelty
in relation te the inventions disclesed in document 1 and therefore has
no special technical feature. The special technical features of the
claims dependent on claim 1 are assessed and concluded that the claims
include three inventions linked to each cther by the following special
technical features.

(Inventicon 1) The inventions in claims 1 and 2
Claims 1 and 2 have no special technical feature.

{(Inventicn 2) The invention in claim 3

An electricity storage module wherein “the intervals of arrangement
of first groupelectricity storage elements are smaller than the intervals
of arrangement of second group electricity storage elements.”

(Invention 3) The invention in claim 17

An electricity storage device “having a battery management device
for managing the condition of each electricity storage element and
transmitting the condition to a superordinate control unit.”

Since claim 17 also cites e¢laims 4 and 14, each of the inventions
in claims 4-17 is linked to each other by the matter “an electricity
storage module wherein second electricity storage clement rows are
arranged in such a manner that the rows are located closer (displaced)
to the exit side of a housing than first electricity storage element
rows, the interwvals of arrangement of the electricity storage elements
in the directiocon of flow of a cooling medium being changed so that the
speed of flow of the cocling medium is higher on the exit side than on
the inlet side,” and the matter can be a special technical feature.

Beside the above matter, there is no other matter which links
inventions.

As a result, the claims of this internaticnal application has three
inventicns which are categorized in ™1, 2,% “3,” and “4-17.7%

Form PCTASA/210 (gxtra sheet)  Fuly 2009)
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