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LEAN DIRECT NUECTION ATOMZER FOR 
GASTURBINE ENGINES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 5 

This application is a divisional application of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 1 1/399,634, filed Apr. 6, 2006, now U.S. 
Pat. No. 7,779,636, which claims the benefit of priority from 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/677,757 filed 10 
May 4, 2005, the disclosure of which is herein incorporated 
by reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
15 

1. Field of the Invention 
The Subject invention is directed to gas turbines, and more 

particularly, to a system for delivering fuel to the combustion 
chamber of a gas turbine engine by lean direct injection. 

2. Background of the Related Art 2O 
With increased regulation of pollutants from gas turbine 

engines, a number of concepts have been developed to reduce 
engine emissions while improving engine efficiency and 
overall operability. One such concept is the use of staged 
combustion. Here, the combustion process is divided into two 25 
or more stages or Zones, which are generally separated from 
each other, either radially or axially, but still permitted some 
measure of interaction. For example, the combustion process 
may be divided into a pilot combustion stage and a main 
combustion stage. Each stage is designed to provide a certain 30 
range of operability, while maintaining control over the levels 
of pollutant formation. For low power operation, only the 
pilot stage is active. For higher power conditions, both the 
pilot and main stages may be active. In this way, proper 
fuel-to-air ratios can be controlled for efficient combustion, 35 
reduced emissions, and good stability. 

In addition to staged combustion, providing a thoroughly 
blended fuel-air mixture prior to combustion, wherein the 
fuel-to-air ratio is below the stoichiometric level so that com 
bustion occurs at lean conditions, can significantly reduce 40 
engine emissions. Lean burning results in lower flame tem 
peratures than would occur during Stoichiometric combus 
tion. Since the production of NOx is a strong function of 
temperature, a reduced flame temperature results in lower 
levels of NOX. The concept of directly injecting liquid fuel 45 
into the combustion chamber of a gas turbine and enabling 
rapid mixing with air at lean fuel-to-air ratios is called lean 
direct injection (LDI). 
The prior art is replete with example of LDI systems. For 

example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,389,815 Hura et al. discloses a lean 50 
direct injection system, which utilizes radially staged com 
bustion within a single injector. The pilot fuel delivery stage 
includes a pressure Swirl atomizer that sprays liquid fuel onto 
a filming surface. The liquid film is then stripped off into 
droplets by the action of compressor discharge air. The main 55 
fuel delivery system includes a series of discrete atomizers 
that spray fuel radially outward into a swirling cross-flow of 
air. The main fuel delivery system is staged radially outboard 
of the pilot fuel delivery system, and operates in the fuel-lean 
mode. Radial separation as well as an air jet located radially 60 
between the two stages achieves separation of the pilot com 
bustion Zone and the main combustion Zone. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,272,840 Crocker et al. discloses a lean 
direct injection system, which also utilizes radially staged 
combustion within a single injector. The pilot fuel delivery is 65 
either a simplex air-blast type atomizer or a prefilming air 
blast type atomizer, and the main fuel delivery system is a 

2 
prefilming air-blast type atomizer. Separation of the pilot and 
main combustion Zones is achieved by providing an air split 
ter between the pilot outer air swirler and the main inner air 
swirler. The air splitter develops a bifurcated recirculation 
Zone that separates the axially aft flow of the pilot injector 
from the axially aft flow of the main injector. The bifurcated 
recirculation Zone aerodynamically isolates the pilot flame 
from the main flame, and ensures that the pilot combustion 
Zone remains on-axis with no central recirculation Zone. A 
converging wall of the pilot air cap, which essentially acts as 
a flame holder to anchor the flame, defines the air splitter. 
Acting in this manner, the pilot air cap will likely Suffer 
thermal distress (i.e., oxidation, melting), and require some 
form of thermal management. In this regard, Crocker et al. 
disclose the use of Small cooling holes in the air cap to 
improve durability. 

European Patent Application EP 1413830 A2 discloses a 
lean direct injection system, which also utilizes radially 
staged combustion. In this case, an air splitter with an aft end 
cone angled radially outward assists in creating a bifurcated 
recirculation Zone. The additional function of the splitter is to 
prevent the inner main air stream from modulating with com 
bustor pressure fluctuations, thus reducing combustion insta 
bility. This air splitter has a larger radial extent than the air 
splitter disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,272.840 to Crocker et al., 
and acts as an even larger flame-holder, requiring thermal 
management to avoid distress. 

While the concept of the LDI system is sound, achieving 
the required levels of performance can be difficult. Lean 
burning systems are prone to localized flame extinction and 
re-ignition. This results in combustion instability that can 
damage the combustion chamber. Limitations in atomization, 
vaporization, and fuel-air mixing can result in heterogeneous 
stoichiometric burning, which yield higher than desired lev 
els of NOX. Also, for these self-contained radially staged LDI 
systems, control over the level of mixing between the pilot 
combustion Zone and the main combustion Zone can be dif 
ficult. The negative effects can include reduced margin for 
lean blowout, and possibly increased levels of Smoke. 

Accordingly, there is a continuing need in the art to provide 
a lean direct injection system which can achieve low levels of 
combustion instability, enhanced atomization quality, 
increased fuel-air mixing rates, low pollutant formation, low 
Smoke and improved lean blow-out margin. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The subject invention is directed to a new and useful lean 
direct injection (LDI) fuel nozzle foragas turbine engine. The 
fuel nozzle has a radially outer main fuel delivery system, 
which includes a main inner air swirler defined in part by a 
main inner air passage having a radially inner wall with a 
diverging downstream Surface. An intermediate air Swirler is 
located radially inward of the main inner air swirler for pro 
viding a cooling airflow along the downstream Surface of the 
radially inner wall of the main inner air passage, and an 
on-axis pilot fuel delivery system located radially inboard of 
the intermediate air swirler. 

In an embodiment of the subject invention, the main fuel 
delivery system is of a pre-filming air-blast type and includes 
a main fuel swirler located radially outward of the main inner 
air swirler, a main outer air swirler located radially outward of 
the main fuel Swirler, and an outer air cap located radially 
outward of the main outer air swirler. The location of the 
leading edge of the radially inner wall of the main inner air 
passage can vary in accordance with the Subject invention. 
For example, it envisioned that the radially inner wall of the 
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main inner airpassage can extend at least to a terminal edge of 
the fuel prefilmer. It is also envisioned that the radially inner 
wall of the main inner air passage can emend beyond the 
leading edge of the fuel prefilmer, and indeed, beyond the 
terminal edge of the outer air cap. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the pilot fuel delivery 
system is of a prefilming air-blast type. In this case, the pilot 
fuel delivery system includes a pilot outer air swirler, a pilot 
fuel swirler located radially inward of the pilot outer air 
Swirler, and a pilot inner air Swirler extending along a central 
axis of the fuel nozzle. In another embodiment of the inven 
tion, the pilot fuel delivery system is of a simplex air-blast 
type, which includes a pressure Swirl atomizer. In this case, 
the pilot fuel delivery system includes a pilot outer air swirler 
and a pilot fuel swirler located radially inward of the pilot 
outer air swirler. 

Preferably, the intermediate air swirler includes a set of 
Swirl Vanes oriented at an angle Sufficient to ensure that the 
cooling air remains attached to the diverging downstream 
Surface of the radially inner wall of the maininner airpassage. 
Accordingly, the intermediate air Swirler includes a set of 
swirl vanes oriented at an angle of between about 35° to about 
60° relative to a central axis of the fuel nozzle. It is envisioned 
that the swirl vanes of the intermediate air swirler could be 
oriented to impart swirl in either a clockwise direction or a 
counter-clockwise direction relative to a central axis of the 
fuel nozzle. It is also envisioned that the swirl direction of the 
intermediate air swirler can be either co-rotational or counter 
rotational with respect to the swirl direction of the main inner 
air swirler. 
The pilot inner air swirler includes a set of swirl vanes 

oriented to impart swirl in either a clockwise direction or a 
counter-clockwise direction relative to a central axis of the 
fuel nozzle. Similarly, the pilot outer air swirler includes a set 
of swirl vanes oriented to impart swirl in either a clockwise or 
a counter-clockwise direction relative to a central axis of the 
fuel nozzle. It is envisioned that the swirl vanes of the pilot 
outer air Swirler can be configured as axial Swirl Vanes or 
radial Swirl vanes. It is also envisioned that the Swirl direction 
of the pilot outer air swirler can be either co-rotational or 
counter-rotational with respect to a swirl direction of the pilot 
inner air swirler. It is also envisioned that the swirl direction 
of the pilot fuel swirler can be either co-rotational or counter 
rotational with respect to the pilot inner air swirler or the pilot 
outer air swirler. 
The main inner air swirler includes swirl vanes oriented at 

an angle of between about 20° to about 50° relative to a central 
axis of the fuel nozzle. The Swirl Vanes of the main inner air 
swirler can be oriented to impart swirl in either a clockwise 
direction or a counter-clockwise direction relative to a central 
axis of the fuel nozzle. The main outer air swirler includes 
swirl vanes oriented at an angle of between about 45° to about 
65° relative to a central axis of the fuel nozzle. The Swirl vanes 
of the main outer air swirler can be oriented to impart swirl in 
a clockwise direction or a counter-clockwise direction rela 
tive to a central axis of the fuel nozzle. It is envisioned that the 
Swirl Vanes of the main outer air Swirler can be configured as 
either axial Swirl Vanes or radial swirl vanes. It is also envi 
sioned that the Swirl direction of the main outer air swirler can 
be either co-rotational or counter-rotational with respect to a 
swirl direction of the main inner air swirler. It is also envi 
sioned that the swirl direction of the main fuel Swirler can be 
either co-rotational or counter-rotational with respect to the 
main inner air swirler or the main outer air swirler. 
The subject invention is also directed to a method of inject 

ing fuel into a gas turbine. The method includes the steps of 
providing an inboard pilot combustion Zone, providing a 
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4 
main combustion Zone outboard of the pilot combustion Zone, 
and mechanically separating the main combustion Zone from 
the pilot combustion Zone in Such a manner so as to Substan 
tially delay the mixing of hot combustion products from the 
pilot combustion Zone into the main combustion Zone. In 
addition, under certain conditions, for example, when the 
Swirl Vanes of the inner and outer pilot air circuits are set at an 
appropriate Swirl angle and the orifice of the pilot air cap is at 
an appropriate diameter, the method of the Subject invention 
further includes the step of Supporting a narrow weak central 
recirculation Zone within the pilot combustion Zone. 

Preferably, the step of mechanically separating the main 
combustion Zone from the pilot combustion Zone includes the 
step of confining a main inner airflow of a pre-filming air 
blast atomizer by providing an inner air passage having a 
conically expanding radially inner wall, which extends at 
least to a leading edge of the fuel prefilmer. The method 
further includes the step of flowing cooling air over the coni 
cally expanding radially inner wall of the inner air passage of 
the pre-filming air-blast atomizer. 
The subject invention is also directed to a method of man 

aging airflow through the inner air circuit of a pre-filming 
air-blast atomizer which includes forming a flow passage of 
the inner air circuit, in an area downstream from a minimum 
area location thereof, in Such a manner so that there is an 
increase in pressure from the minimum area location to a 
downstream exit of the inner air circuit, for air flows that 
remain attached to the walls of the passage. This method 
further includes confining the airflow exiting the inner air 
circuit within a conically expanding annular passage down 
stream from the minimum area location of the inner air cir 
cuit, and sizing the conically expanding annular passage to 
obtain a desired mass flow rate through the inner air circuit. 
The subject invention is also directed to a method of man 

aging airflow through the inner air circuit of a pre-filming 
air-blast atomizer which includes forming the inner air circuit 
with a conically expanding annular passage, downstream 
from an air swirler located within the inner air circuit, in such 
a manner so that there is an increase in pressure within the 
inner air circuit from the air swirler to a downstream exit of 
the conically expanding annular passage, for air flows that 
remain attached to the walls of the conically expanding annu 
lar passage. This method further includes selecting a gap size 
for the conically expanding annular passage to obtain a 
desired mass flow rate through the inner air circuit. 

These and other aspects of the subject invention will 
become more readily apparent to those having ordinary skill 
in the art from the following detailed description of the inven 
tion taken in conjunction with the drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

So that those having ordinary skill in the art to which the 
present invention pertains will more readily understand how 
to employ the fuel delivery/preparation system of the present 
invention, embodiments thereof will be described in detail 
hereinbelow with reference to the drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a lean direct injection fuel 
nozzle constructed in accordance with a preferred embodi 
ment of the subject invention and shown within the combus 
tion chamber of a gas turbine engine; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the lean direct 
injection fuel nozzle of FIG.1, with parts separated for ease of 
illustration, which includes a pre-filming air-blast type main 
fuel delivery system and a prefilming air-blast type pilot fuel 
delivery system; 
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FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the lean direct injection 
noZZle of FIG. 2, in cross-section, illustrating the components 
of the pre-filming air-blast type main fuel delivery system and 
the prefilming air-blast type pilot fuel delivery system; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the lean direct injection 
fuel nozzle of FIGS. 2 and 3, in cross-section, showing the 
terminal edge of inner wall of the main inner air passage 
extending beyond the terminal edge of the outer air cap; 

FIG. 4A is a side elevational view of the lean direct injec 
tion fuel nozzle similar FIG. 4 wherein the terminal edge of 
the inner wall a the main inner airpassage coincident with the 
terminal edge of the outer air cap; 

FIG. 4B is a side elevational view of another embodiment 
of the lean direct injection fuel nozzle of FIGS. 2 and 3, in 
cross-section, showing variations in the gap size of the coni 
cally expanding downstream section of the main inner air 
passage. 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the lean direct injection 
fuel nozzle, as shown in FIG.4, illustrating the flow paths for 
air and fuel within the pilot fuel delivery system of the nozzle 
during low power operation; 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the lean direct injection 
fuel nozzle, as shown in FIG.4, illustrating the flow paths for 
air and fuel within the main fuel delivery system and the pilot 
fuel delivery system of the nozzle during high power opera 
tion; 

FIG. 6A is an illustration of the flow field structure, iden 
tified by axial Velocity contours, issuing from the lean direct 
injection nozzle of FIG. 4 under a certain set of conditions, 
wherein a weak central recirculation Zone is Supported within 
the pilot combustion Zone; 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the lean direct injection 
nozzle, as shown in FIG. 4, illustrating the predicted fuel 
spray field of the main and pilot fuel delivery systems during 
high power operation; 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the lean direct injection 
nozzle, as shown in FIG. 4, illustrating the predicted fuel 
spray field of the pilot fuel delivery system during low power 
operation; 

FIG. 9 is a side elevational view, in cross-section, of 
anotherlean directinjection nozzle constructed inaccordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the subject invention, which 
includes a pre-filming air-blast type main fuel delivery sys 
tem and a simplex air-blast type pilot fuel delivery system; 
and 

FIG.10 is a cross-sectional view of the lean directinjection 
nozzle as shown in FIG. 9, illustrating the flow paths for air 
and fuel within the main fuel delivery system and the pilot 
fuel delivery system of the nozzle during high power opera 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like reference 
numerals identify similar structural features or aspects of the 
subject invention, there is illustrated in FIG. 1 a fuel injector 
for a gas turbine engine, which is constructed in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the subject invention and 
designated generally by reference numeral 10. Fuel injector 
10 is particularly adapted and configured to effectuate two 
stage combustion within a gas turbine for enhanced operabil 
ity and lean combustion for low pollutant emissions. 
The fuel injector 10 consists of a pilot fuel delivery system 

and a main fuel delivery system integrated into a single fuel 
noZZle. The fuel nozzle is adapted and configured to mechani 
cally and aerodynamically separate the combustion process 
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6 
into two radially staged Zones: 1) a pilot combustion Zone; 
and 2) a main combustion Zone. During low power operation, 
only the pilot combustion Zone is fueled (see FIG. 8). During 
high power operation, both the pilot combustion Zone and the 
main combustion Zone are fueled (see FIG. 7). The pilot 
combustion Zone provides low power operation as well as 
good flame stability at high power operation. The main com 
bustion Zone operates in a fuel-lean mode for reduced flame 
temperature and low pollutant formation, particularly nitro 
gen oxide (NOx), as well as carbon monoxide (CO) and 
unburned hydrocarbons (UHC). During high power opera 
tion, the ignition Source for the main fuel-air mixture comes 
from the pilot combustion Zone. 

It is understood by those skilled in the art that one way to 
obtain low NOx pollutant emissions is to prevaporize and 
premix the liquid fuel and air as completely as possible before 
combustion. In doing so, the system will burn like a premixed 
flame at lean conditions producing reduced amounts of NOX. 
rather than a diffusion flame which tends to burn at stoichio 
metric (or near Stoichiometric) conditions producing large 
amounts of NOX. The main fuel delivery system of the subject 
invention is designed to operate in this manner, whereby the 
main fuel flow atomizes, evaporates and mixes with the main 
air flow as completely as possible, resulting in a fuel-lean 
mixture before it burns. 

Referring to FIG. 1, fuel injector 10 includes a nozzle body 
12, which depends from the lower end of an elongated feed 
arm 14. In general, nozzle body issues an atomized fuel/air 
mixture into the combustion chamber 16 of a gas turbine 
engine. In particular, nozzle body 12 is configured as a multi 
staged, lean direct injection (LDI) combustion system, 
through which 60-70% of the combustion air flows through 
the injector with the balance of the air used for dome and 
combustion wall cooling. This effectively reduces pollutant 
emissions such as nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxides and 
unburned hydrocarbons. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 through 4, nozzle body 12 includes an 
outer body portion 20, which is formed integral with feed arm 
14 and defines a cavity 22. Cavity 22 is adapted and config 
ured to receive or otherwise Support a primary mounting 
fixture 24, which forms a base for the coaxially arranged 
components of fuel injector 10. Mounting fixture 24 includes 
a radially outer mounting section 24a, which mates with the 
cavity 22 of body portion 20, and a radially inner mounting 
section 24b, which accommodates the pilot fuel swirler 30 
described in further detail below. A radial strut 24c extends 
between the outer mounting section 24a offixture 24 and the 
inner mounting section 24b offixture24. A pilot fuel conduit 
24d extends through the radial strut 24c for delivering fuel 
from the pilot fuel passage 14a formed in feed arm 14 to the 
pilot fuel swirler 30, which forms part of the pilot fuel deliv 
ery system of fuel injector 10. 
The Pilot Fuel Delivery System 
The pilot fuel delivery system of fuel injector 10 is illus 

trated in FIGS. 2 through 8, and is of the pre-filming air-blast 
atomization type, which includes the pilot fuel swirler 30 that 
issues a swirling fuel film or sheet for atomization. Pilot fuel 
swirler 30 includes a radially outer swirler section 32 and a 
radially inner swirler section34. The radially outer section 32 
includes a pilot fuel port 32a, which communicates with the 
pilot fuel conduit 24d in radial strut 24c of mounting fixture 
24. 
A pilot fuel path 33 is formed between the outer swirler 

section 32 and the inner swirler section 34 of pilot fuel swirler 
30. The opposing surfaces of the inner and outer fuel swirler 
sections 32, 34 are preferably provided with a set of angled 
spin slots or angled holes (not shown), which impart a Swirl 
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ing motion to the fuel flowing through the pilot fuel path 33 
(see FIG. 4). Pilot fuel path 33 feeds into a spin chamber 35, 
which is formed at the downstream end of the pilot fuel 
swirler 30. Fuel exits the spin chamber 35 of pilot fuel swirler 
30 and interacts with co-flowing inner and outer air streams to 
atomize and mix the fuel with air, as is typical of a pre-filming 
air-blast atomizer. 
More particularly, a pilot inner air swirler 36 and a pilot 

outer air swirler 40 bound the pilot fuel swirler 30 to direct 
high-speed air streams at both sides of the pilot fuel sheet. The 
radially inner swirler section 34 of pilot fuel swirler 30 
defines an axial bore 34a, which supports or otherwise 
accommodates the pilot inner air Swirler 36 adjacent an 
upstream end thereof. The pilot inner air swirler 36 includes 
a set of circumferentially spaced apart swirl vanes 38 oriented 
to impart Swirl to the compressor discharge air passing 
through the axial bore 34a in either a clockwise direction or a 
counter-clockwise direction relative to a central axis of the 
nozzle body 12. 
The radially outer swirler section32 of pilot fuel swirler 30 

Supports or otherwise accommodates a pilot outer air Swirler 
40 adjacent a downstream end thereof. The pilot outer air 
swirler 40 includes a set of circumferentially spaced apart 
swirl vanes 42 oriented to impart swirl to the compressor 
discharge air passing through the pilot outer air circuit 45 
formed between the outer swirler section 32 and the pilot air 
cap 44. Here, swirl can be imparted in either a clockwise 
direction or a counter-clockwise direction relative to a central 
axis of the nozzle body 12. The swirl vanes 42 of the pilot 
outer air swirler 40 can be configured as axial swirl vanes or 
radial Swirl vanes. 

In an embodiment of the subject invention, the Swirl direc 
tion of the pilot outer air swirler 40 is co-rotational with 
respect to the swirl direction of the pilot inner air swirler 36. 
In another embodiment of the subject invention, the swirl 
direction of the pilot outer air swirler 40 is counter-rotational 
with respect to the swirl direction of the pilot inner air swirler 
36. In embodiments of the invention, the Swirl direction of the 
pilot fuel swirler 30 can be either co-rotational or counter 
rotational with respect to the pilot inner air swirler 36 or the 
pilot outer air swirler 40. 
The pilot air cap 44 outboard of the pilot outer air swirler 40 

serves to confine and direct the outer air stream of the pilot 
fuel delivery system so that it comes in intimate contact with 
the liquid fuel sheet issuing from the pilot fuel swirler or 
pre-filmer, as is typical of airblast atomizers, as shown in FIG. 
5. The swirl strength of the inner and outer pilot air swirlers 
36, 40 are controlled by the vane angles and the resultant 
pressure drop taken at the exit points of each of the inner and 
outer air circuits 34a, 45. If the swirl strength is sufficiently 
low, then the swirling flow field issuing from the pilot fuel 
delivery system will remain close to the axis of the nozzle 10, 
even in the presence of a central recirculation Zone (see e.g., 
FIG. 11). This on or near axis pilot fuel Zone will help to 
maintain the separation between the pilot combustion Zone 
and the main combustion Zone. 
The Main Fuel Delivery System 

With continuing reference to FIGS. 2 through 4, the main 
fuel delivery system of fuel injector 10 is located radially 
outboard of the pilot fuel delivery system described above. 
The main fuel delivery system is of the pre-filming air-blast 
atomization type and is designed in Such a manner so that the 
direction of the air/liquid spray issuing therefrom is generally 
oriented radially outward. The main fuel delivery system 
includes a main fuel swirler 50 that issues a swirling fuel film 
or sheet for atomization. The main fuel swirler 50 includes a 
radially outer swirler section 52 and a radially inner swirler 
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8 
section 54. A main fuel path 53 is formed between the outer 
swirler section52 and the inner swirler section54 of main fuel 
swirler 50 (see FIG. 4). The main fuel path 53 communicates 
with a main fuel passage 24e formed in the radially outer 
mounting section 24a of mounting fixture 24, which receives 
fuel from passage 14b in feed arm 14. 
The opposing Surfaces of the inner and outer main Swirler 

sections 52, 54 are preferably provided with a set of angled 
spin slots or angles holes (not shown), which impart a Swirl 
ing motion to the fuel flowing through the main fuel path 53. 
Main fuel path 53 feeds into a spin chamber 55, which is 
formed at the downstream end of the main fuel swirler 50. 
Fuel exiting spin chamber 55 interacts with co-flowing inner 
and outer air streams to atomize and mix the fuel with air, as 
is typical of a pre-filming air-blast atomizer. 
More particularly, a main radially outer air swirler 56 and 

a main radially inner air swirler 58 bound the main fuel 
swirler 50 to direct high-speed air streams at both sides of the 
main fuel sheet. The main outer air swirler 56 includes a set of 
circumferentially spaced apart swirl vanes 60. Swirl vanes 60 
are oriented or otherwise configured to impart swirl to the 
compressor discharge air flowing through the main outer air 
passage 57 formed between radially outer surface of the main 
outer air swirler 56 and the radially inner surface of the outer 
air cap 62. Swirl vanes 60 are preferably oriented at angle of 
greater than or equal to about 45° relative to a central axis of 
the fuel nozzle and can be oriented or otherwise configured to 
impart Swirl in either a clockwise direction or a counter 
clockwise direction relative to a central axis of the nozzle 
body 12, and they can be configured as axial Swirl Vanes or 
radial swirl Vanes. 

Downstream from the Swirl vanes 60 of the main outer air 
Swirler 56 is a converging-diverging passageway or flare 63 
formed by the interior surface of the outer air cap 62 (see FIG. 
4). This flared region 63 functions to take pressure-drop and 
a concomitant increase in air velocity at the exit of the fuel 
prefilmer, so as to enhance atomization (see FIG. 6). The 
outer air cap 62 confines and directs the air from the main 
outer air swirler 56 in an accelerated fashion across the liquid 
fuel film issuing from the main fuel swirler 50. 
The main inner air swirler 58 includes a set of circumfer 

entially spaced apart swirl vanes 64. Swirl vanes 64 are ori 
ented or otherwise configured to impart Swirl to the compres 
sor discharge airflowing between the radially outer surface of 
the main inner air swirler 58 and the radially inner surface of 
the inner section 54 of main fuel swirler 50. Swirl vanes 64 are 
preferably oriented at angle of about between 20° to about 50° 
relative to a central axis of nozzle body 12. Vanes 64 can be 
oriented or otherwise configured to impart swirl in either a 
clockwise direction or a counter-clockwise direction relative 
to a central axis of the nozzle body 12. 

In an embodiment of the subject invention, the swirl direc 
tion of the main outer air swirler 56 is co-rotational with 
respect to the Swirl direction of the main inner air swirler 58. 
In another embodiment of the subject invention, the swirl 
direction of the main outer air swirler 56 is counter-rotational 
with respect to the swirl direction of the main inner air swirler 
58. 
The main inner air passage 66 is defined between the radi 

ally outer surface of the main inner air swirler 58 and the 
radially inner surface of the inner section 54 of main fuel 
swirler 50. Although not depicted in the drawings, the out 
board wall of the main inner air passage 66 preferably 
includes structure that serves as a heat shield for the main fuel 
swirler 50. The main inner air passage 66 has a conically 
expanding inner wall 68, which is best seen in FIG. 4. The 
conically expanding inner wall 68 emanates from a location 



US 8,156,746 B2 
9 

generally downstream from Swirl Vanes 64, and defines a 
diverging downstream surface 68a located inboard of the 
main inner air passage 66. 
The conically expanding inner wall 68 of the main inner air 

passage 66 confines the Swirling air stream from the main 
inner air swirler 58 and directs it into close proximity with the 
fuel sheet issuing from the main fuel swirler 50 for efficient 
atomization, as shown in FIG. 6. In one embodiment of the 
invention, the conically expanding inner wall 68 of main 
inner air passage 66 is configured to take pressure-drop (with 
a concomitant increase in Velocity) across the region in which 
the swirling inner air interacts with the fuel sheet. At least 
48% of the air flowing through fuel injector 10 is directed 
through the main inner air swirler 58. This provides a cushion 
of air that assists in the separation of the pilot combustion 
Zone and the main combustion Zone and enough air to yield a 
lean fuel/air mixture in the main combustion Zone. 
The diverging downstream surface 68a of the inner wall 68 

of the main inner air passage 66 is exposed to high-tempera 
ture combustion products during operation. In the absence of 
cooling air across the downstream Surface 68a, the exposure 
could lead to excessive thermal distress (e.g., oxidation, ero 
Sion, melting). 
The Intermediate Air Swirler 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the subject 
invention, an intermediate air swirler 70 is located between 
the main inner air swirler 58 of the main fuel delivery system 
and the pilot outer air swirler 40 of the pilot fuel delivery 
system. The intermediate air swirler 70 provides a film of 
cooling air along the downstream Surface 68a of the inner 
wall 68 of the main inner air passage 66 to shield downstream 
surface 68a from thermal damage and distress. 
As illustrated in FIG.4, the terminal edge of inner wall 68 

extends beyond the terminal edge of the main fuel prefilmer, 
and indeed, beyond the terminal edge of the outer air cap 62. 
However, it is envisioned and well within the scope of the 
subject disclosure that the terminal edge of inner wall 68 of 
the main inner airpassage can extend to the leading edge a the 
fuel prefilmer (see e.g., FIG. 9). Alternatively, the terminal 
edge of the inner wall 68 of the main inner air passage 66 can 
be coincident with the terminal edge of the outer air cap 62, as 
shown in FIG. 4A. 
To the extent that it is desirable or otherwise advantageous 

to construct a fuel nozzle of the type disclosed herein, which 
has a series nested coaxially arranged structures, by orderly 
inserting each of the components into one another from an 
upstream side of the nozzle, rather than from a downstream 
side of the nozzle, to ensure mechanical capture of each 
component, those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that 
the extent of the inner wall 68 will be limited by the largest 
structural diameter that is able to be insert into the nozzle 
assembly from an upstream side. In contrast, where the 
design of the nozzle would allow for assembly by inserting 
components from a downstream side of the nozzle, rather 
than from an upstream side of the nozzle, the inner wall 68 can 
readily extend beyond the main outer air cap, since the diam 
eter of the structure would not be a limiting factor. 
The conically extending inner wall 68 of the main inner air 

passage 66 is configured to mechanically separate the main 
combustion Zone from the pilot combustion Zone. The large 
extent of the mechanical separation between the inboard pilot 
combustion Zone and the outboard main combustion Zone, 
along with the enhanced atomization and mixing afforded by 
the conically extending inner wall 68 of the main air-blast 
atomizer, allows sufficient time for the main fuel and air to 
thoroughly mix prior to reaching the ignition source from the 
pilot combustion Zone. 
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Preferably, the intermediate air swirler 70 includes a set of 

swirl vanes 72 oriented at an angle sufficient to ensure that the 
cooling air flowing through intermediate air circuit 75 
remains attached to the diverging downstream Surface 68a of 
the radially inner wall 68 of the main inner air passage 66. 
Accordingly, the swirl vanes 72 of intermediate air swirler 70 
are oriented at an angle of between about 30° to about 60° 
relative to a central axis of nozzle body 12. Preferably, the 
vane angle of swirl vanes 72 is about 45° relative to a central 
axis of nozzle body 12. 

Swirl vanes 72 can be oriented or otherwise configured to 
impart Swirl in either a clockwise direction or a counter 
clockwise direction relative to a central axis of the nozzle 
body 12. The swirl direction of the intermediate air swirler 70 
can be either co-rotational or counter-rotational with respect 
to the swirl direction of the main inner air swirler 58. 
The conically expanding inner wall 68 of the main inner 

passage 66 confines the Swirling compressor discharge air 
across the fuel prefilmer, and is designed to provide full 
coverage as well as accelerated air-flow across the fuel pre 
filmer for enhanced atomization and rapid mixing of the fuel 
and air, as illustrated in FIG. 6. The accelerated airflow across 
the main fuel prefilmer results from a pressure-drop taken at 
this location caused by the confinement of the main inner air 
passage 66 of the main fuel atomizer. Because this inner wall 
of the main atomizer provides full coverage of the main fuel 
prefilmer, it also reduces the likelihood of combustion pres 
Sure fluctuations from feeding upstream through both the 
inner main air passage 66 as well as through the main liquid 
fuel circuit 53. The benefits of the nozzle effect achieved by 
the conically expanding inner wall 68 of the main inner air 
passage 66 occur however, at the expense of reducing the 
effective flow area of the main inner air circuit. 

Referring now to FIG. 4B, the main inner air passage 66 
defines an annular gap 80 that is bounded by the main fuel 
prefilmer 52, 54 and the conically expanding inner wall 68 
described above. This annular gap has a given width and a 
commensurate effective flow area. It has been determined by 
experimentation and analysis that if the size of this annular 
gap is increased Sufficiently, the amount of air flowing 
through the main inner air circuit 66 of nozzle body 12 will 
increase beyond a baseline level. 

It has been determined that in certain instances, the size of 
the annular gap 80 can be increased to the extent that the 
proportional airflow through the main inner air circuit 66 of 
nozzle body 12 increases above 30% if no conically expand 
ing inner wall 68 was present. As a consequence of this effect, 
the relative amounts of airflow between the main inner air 
circuit 66 and the main outer air circuit 57, as well as the 
amount of airflow through the main inner air circuit 66, can be 
effectively managed. Such control of over localized airflow 
permits management of the local fuel/air ratio for the main 
combustion Zone, and allows for aerodynamic control over 
the separation of the pilot and main combustion Zones. This is 
beneficial to reducing NOx pollutant emissions. 
The flow through the main inner air passage 66 is con 

trolled by the minimum area of the flow-path and the pres 
Sure-drop across the passage, from inlet to exit. When the size 
of the annular gap 80 is increased sufficiently, then the mini 
mum area of the main inner air passage 66 occurs at the main 
inner air swirler 64, with an increase in flow-path area from 
the exit of the main inner air swirler 64 to the exit of the main 
inner air passage 66. If the portion of the main inner air 
passage 66 which is downstream of the main inner air Swirler 
64 has an ever-increasing flow-path area, then, for attached 
subsonic flows, the pressure will have to increase from the 
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minimum area location (i.e., at the exit of the main inner 
Swirler 64) to the exit location of the main inner air passage 
66. 

With a fixed pressure drop from the upstream inlet of the 
main inner air passage 66 to the downstream exit of the main 
inner air passage 66, the pressure at the exit of the main inner 
air swirler 64 will have to actually drop below the down 
stream combustor pressure. The result is a localized increase 
in pressure-drop across the minimum area location (i.e., the 
main inner air Swirler 64), and a concomitant increase in the 
mass flow rate. Therefore, with a properly sized annular gap 
80 and the airflow attached to the walls of the main inner air 
passage 66, the main inner air passage 66 can flow more air 
than without the conically expanding inner wall 68. This 
mode of operation for the main inner air passage 66 is called 
the diffuser-mode as opposed to the previously described 
noZZle-mode. 

Since the mass flow rate through the main inner airpassage 
66 has increased in the diffuser-mode, the flow velocity 
through the main inner air swirler 64 will also increase. As the 
flow path area of the main inner airpassage 66 downstream of 
the main inner air swirler 64 increases, the flow velocity will 
decrease. However, the average flow velocity across the main 
fuel prefilmer 52, 54 will remain relatively constant within a 
range of annular gap 80 sizes, so long as the flow remains 
attached to the walls. It has been shown that when the annular 
gap size is selected so that the main inner air circuit is oper 
ating in a diffuser-mode, combustion instability is minimized 
and nozzle body 12 will exhibit good altitude relight and low 
NOX. 
As shown in FIG. 4B, by extending the tip of the conically 

expanding inner wall 68 of the main inner air passage 66 
axially downstream, the size of the annular gap 80 increases. 
FIG. 4B shows three different annular gap sizes, A, B and C, 
established by moving the conically expanding inner wall 68 
incrementally downstream. Table 1.0 below contains experi 
mental data that illustrates an increase in the amount of air 
flow through the main inner air circuit 66 as the size of annular 
gap 80 is increased incrementally. In this instance, a 35° 
3-lead Swirler was employed in the main inner air circuit, 
upstream from the annular gap 80, with the atmospheric 
conditions for the test set at a pressure ratio of 1.050. The 
increased airflow is taken relative to a baseline level that 
corresponds to the annular gap being wide open, which, 
would mean that the conically expanding wall 68 would not 
be not present. 

TABLE 1.0 

Annular % Difference 
Gap from Nominal 

Wide Open 0% (Nom.) 
A. 6.4% 
B 26.7% 
C 32.8% 

Referring to FIG. 5, in use, for low power operations, only 
the pilot fuel delivery system of nozzle body 12 is operational. 
The predicted fuel spray field issuing from the pilot fuel 
circuit during low power operation is illustrated in FIG.8. At 
higher power operations, both the pilot and main fuel delivery 
systems are operational, as shown in FIG. 6. The predicted 
fuel spray field issuing from the main and pilot fuel circuits 
during high power operation is illustrated in FIG. 7. The pilot 
fuel delivery system is designed to have good flame stability, 
low Smoke and low emissions. The main fuel delivery system 
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12 
is designed to allow for good fuel/air mixing producing a 
lean-burning flame for low emissions. 
The flow field structure issuing from the lean direct injec 

tion nozzle of FIG.4, which results from the nozzle geometry, 
e.g., the Swirl Vane angles, orifice sizing and flow path, is 
shown in FIG. 6A, identified by mean axial velocity contours. 
As illustrated, the on or near-axis pilot combustion Zone is 
mechanically and aerodynamically separated from the out 
board main combustion Zone by the conically extending inner 
wall 68 of the main inner air passage 66, in conjunction with 
the motive effect of the main inner airflow and the cushioning 
effect of the intermediate cooling air. Those skilled in the art 
will readily appreciate that under a certain set of conditions, 
for example, when the swirl vanes of the inner and outer pilot 
airpassages are set at appropriate angles and the orifice of the 
pilot air cap is appropriately sized, the LDI nozzle of the 
Subject invention may produce a relatively narrow, generally 
weak central recirculation Zone, that is Supported within the 
pilot combustion Zone, as illustrated in FIG. 6A. 

Turning now to FIGS. 9 and 10, there is illustrated another 
lean direct fuel injector constructed in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the subject invention and desig 
nated generally by reference numeral 100. Fuel injector 100 is 
similar in some respects to fuel injector 10 in that it includes 
a main fuel delivery system in the form of a prefilming airblast 
atomizer. 

Fuel injector 100 differs from fuel injector 10 in that the 
pilot fuel delivery system is of a simplex air-blast type, rather 
than a prefilming air-blast type. Accordingly, as described in 
more detail below, the pilot fuel delivery system includes a 
pressure swirl atomizer 125, a pilot outer air swirler 140 and 
a pilot fuel swirler 130 located radially inward of the pilot 
outer air swirler 140. A simplex airblast fuel injection system 
for the atomization of fuel is disclosed in commonly assigned 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,224,333 to Bretz et al. the disclosure of which 
is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety. 

Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, the main fuel delivery system 
of fuel injector 100 includes a main fuel swirler 150 that 
includes a radially outer swirler section 152 and a radially 
inner swirler section 154. A main fuel path 153 is formed 
between the outer swirler section 52 and the inner swirler 
section 154 of the main fuel Swirler 150. Fuel from the main 
fuel swirler 150 interacts with inner and outer air streams 
emanating from a main radially outer air swirler 156 and a 
main radially inner air swirler 158. The main outer air swirler 
156 has a set of circumferentially spaced apart swirl vanes 
160 bounded by an outer air cap 162, and the main inner air 
swirler 158 has a set of circumferentially spaced apart swirl 
Vanes 164. 
The main inner air passage 166 has an outboard wall 165 

that serves as a heat shield for the main fuel swirler and has a 
conically extending inner wall 168, which defines a diverging 
downstream Surface 168a. The diverging downstream Surface 
168a of the inner wall 168 of the main inner air passage 166 
is exposed to high-temperature combustion products during 
operation, which could lead to excessive thermal distress. 

In accordance with the Subject invention, an intermediate 
air swirler 170 with a set of circumferentially spaced apart 
swirl vanes 172 is located between the main inner air swirler 
158 of the main fuel delivery system and the pilot outer air 
swirler 140 of the pilot fuel delivery system. As in fuel injec 
tor 10, the intermediate air swirler 170 provides a film of 
cooling air along the downstream Surface 168a of the inner 
wall 168 of the main inner air passage 166 to shield down 
stream surface 168a from thermal damage and distress. 
As noted above, the pilot fuel delivery system of fuel injec 

tor 100 is a simplex air-blast type atomizer, which includes an 
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on axis pressure swirl atomizer 125. Atomizer 125 directs 
pressurized combustor discharge air toward the Swirling fuel 
issuing from the pilot fuel swirler 130, as shown in FIG. 10. 
The pilot outer air swirler 140 is located outboard from the 
pilot fuel swirler 130 and includes a set of circumferentially 
spaced apart swirl vanes 138 oriented or otherwise configured 
to impart Swirl to the combustor discharge airflowing through 
the pilot outer air circuit. The pilot outer air flow is directed 
radially inwardly by the converging wall of the pilot air cap 
144, so that it acts upon the liquid fuel issuing from the pilot 
fuel Swirler 130. 

Although the fuel delivery system of the subject invention 
has been described with respect to preferred embodiments, 
those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that changes and 
modifications may be made thereto without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the subject invention as defined by the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of injecting fuel into a gas turbine comprising 

the steps of: 
a) providing an inboard pilot combustion Zone, wherein the 

pilot combustion Zone is produced by fuel issuing from 
a pilot fuel Swirler and air issuing from inner and outer 
pilot air swirlers; 

b) providing a main combustion Zone outboard of the pilot 
combustion Zone, wherein the main combustion Zone is 
produced by fuel issuing from a main fuel Swirler and air 
issuing from inner and outer main air Swirlers; 
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c) mechanically separating the main combustion Zone from 

the pilot combustion Zone by confining airflowing from 
the main inner air Swirler within a conical air passage 
defined about a conically extending wall in Such a man 
ner so as to delay mixing of hot combustion products 
from the pilot combustion Zone into the main combus 
tion Zone; and 

d) flowing cooling air along a radially inner Surface of the 
conically extending wall, wherein the cooling air is pro 
vided by an intermediate air swirler located between the 
main inner air swirler and the pilot outer air swirler. 

2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
step of Supporting a weak central recirculation Zone within 
the pilot combustion Zone by controlling the swirl strength of 
the inner and outer pilot air swirlers. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein Swirl strength is 
controlled by setting an appropriate Swirl angle of Swirl Vanes 
within the inner and outer pilot air swirlers. 

4. A method according to claim 2, wherein the step of 
Supporting a weak central recirculation Zone within the pilot 
combustion Zone further includes the step of setting an appro 
priate pilot air cap orifice diameter. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
mechanically separating the main combustion Zone from the 
pilot combustion Zone includes extending the conically 
extending wall downstream to at least a terminal edge of the 
main fuel Swirler. 
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