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(57) Abstract: An endoscope system comprising an objective optical system OBL, an optical path splitting unit 120, an
imaging element 122, and an image processing unit 30, wherein a A/4 wave plate 121a is disposed between the objective
optical system OBL and the optical path splitting unit 120, the optical path splitting unit 120 comprises, in order from the
object side, a first prism 121b and a second prism 121e, and has a beam splitting surface SL via which the first prism 121b
and the second prism 121e are bonded together, and the optical path splitting unit 120 splits light into a first optical path
that transmits P-polarized light and a second optical path that reflects S-polarized light by the beam splitting surface SL,
adjusts the optical path length of the first optical path and the optical path length of the second optical path by sliding the
beam splitting surface SL, is disposed at a position at which a displacement amount between the focal position of ordinary
light and the focal position of extraordinary light is cancelled, and satisfies a specific conditional expression.
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[What is examined]

1. "Dy", or one of the constituent elements of the conditional
expression (1) defined in claim 1 and claim 4, is defined by the claims as
"an initial dimension in the direction in which the optical path splitting
unit relatively slide-adjusts the first prism and the second prism". However,
"Dy" disclosed as a specific example in the description of the present
international application is the following one alone, as indicated in
paragraph [0047] and fig. 4: a value of the difference in a direction
orthogonal to the optical axis of an objective optical system, or the like
between the position where the first prism is located before subjected to
adjustment (the position indicated in a solid line) and the position where
the first prism 1is located after subjected to adjustment in a certain
direction (the position indicated in a broken line) corresponds to "Dy". The
two definitions are inconsistent with each other; it 1is unclear what the
conditional expression (1) defines.

Accordingly, the invention of c¢laims 1 and 4 goes Dbeyond the scope
disclosed in the description, and thus does not fulfill the requirement for
support under PCT Article 6.

In consequence, examination on the present international application
has been carried out in the scope supported and disclosed by the description;
that is to say, it is deemed that the constituent element in question is
those provided with the configuration pointed out above (a wvalue of the
difference in a direction orthogonal to the optical axis of an objective
optical system, or the like between the position where the first prism is
located before subjected to adjustment and the position where the first prism
is located after subjected to adjustment in a certain direction corresponds
to "Dy") .

2. Although the conditional expression (2) defined in claim 1 and claim
4 specifies as a range, a value that is not dimensionless quantity, the unit
for a boundary value is not defined (the expression varies depending on the
size of the optical system; it can also be said that the range that the
expression should assume is not clear).

It is deemed that the unit for the boundary value is "mm", which can be
considered to be disclosed somehow in the description, and examination on the
present international application has been carried out 1in accordance
therewith.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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