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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to allow excreted urine to be quickly absorbed into an absorbent material
without lateral leakage even if an absorbent article is laterally displaced while being worn, by controlling the direction of flow of the
urine so that the urine flows down into a recessed groove, and by increasing the retaining capacity of the recessed groove. The ab -
sorbent article has at least one recessed groove (22) into which urine flows and which is formed on the side facing the skin so as to
extend in the longitudinal direction. The cross-sectional shape of the recessed groove (22) is formed so as to satisfy the following
conditions: (1) the relationship between the bottom surface portion depth h of the recessed groove and the distance S between the
bottom edge G of the recessed groove and the upper edge K from which the indentation of the recessed groove begins is represented
by 1.5h < S; (2) the relationship between the bottom surface width b of the recessed groove and the width B of a liquid collection
area, the width B extending over the recessed groove and being represented by the distance between both upper edges K and K, is
represented by B > 3b; and (3) the relationship between the area a of the recessed groove as assumed to be a rectangular groove, rep -
resented by the product of the bottom surface width b and the bottom surface portion depth h of the recessed groove, and the area A
of a cross-section of the recessed groove is represented by A > 2a.
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