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This invention is a device designed to catch a baseball, 
indicate to the pitcher whether he has thrown a ball or a 
strike and also throw the ball back to the pitcher. 
An object of the invention is to provide a baseball 

pitcher's aid which is simple in construction, easy to use, 
well adapted for its intended purpose and relatively in 
expensive to manufacture. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a baseball 
thrower which will throw the ball back to the pitcher and 
automatically shut itself off. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
means for a baseball pitcher to practice without the need 
of another player to catch and return the ball to him. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing forming a part hereof wherein like nu 
merals refer to like parts throughout. 
FIGURE 1 is an orthographic frontal view of my inven 

tion showing its various parts and their relationship. 
FIGURE 2 is an orthographic side view of my invention 

showing the same features as FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a detailed external isometric view of my 

invention showing the ball throwing housing and its driv 
ing mechanism. 
FIGURE 4 is an exploded isometric projection of the 

ball throwing housing showing its rear parts. 
Parts 12 in FIGURE 1 are springy, florescent painted, 

wires, which if disturbed will indicate a ball, if undisturbed 
will indicate a strike. 
When the ball 18 enters the catcher it will strike the 

canvas back 5 and fall down onto the gravity ball return 
4, then roll down into the thrower housing 2. As it rolls 
into the thrower 2 is will press down the switch 9, which 
will start the electric motor 3. Then the electric motor 3 
will rotate the pulley 8. Then the belt 10 will turn the 
gears 16, and they in turn will rotate the springy steel 
throwers parts 6. 
One of the springy steel throwers 6 will come in con 

tact with the bumper 7. The thrower 6 must then bend 
somewhat in order to clear the bumper 7, when it clears 
the bumper 7 it will then have enough tension or spring 
to throw the ball 18. Once the ball 18 is thrown clear, 
the switch 9 will come up automatically shutting off the 
electric motor 3. The thrower 2 will be alined so that the 
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ball 18 will be thrown directly to the pitcher. The dis 
tance can be regulated by tipping the spout of the thrower 
2 up or down. 
The object of the invention is to provide a baseball 

pitchers aid, which is easy to build and will perform triple 
function of catching and indicating a strike or a ball re 
turning the ball to the thrower. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to 
the exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the inven 
tion as claimed. 

Having thus completely and fully described the inven 
tion, what is now claimed as new is as follows: 

1. A baseball pitcher's aid of the nature described com 
prising, in combination, a first peripheral tubular frame 
having inwardly projecting springy wires structurally com 
municating therewith so arranged as to leave a vacant 
center portion and adapted to indicate any disturbance 
thereof by passage of a ball therethrough; a canvas back 
carried by a peripheral frame communicating with the 
upper portion of said first frame and angularly disposed in 
a downward direction from said first frame; a trough-like 
ball return disposed below the lower portion of said can 
was ball catcher and connected to a ball thrower, said re 
turn being angularly disposed to move a ball therealong by 
force of gravity; a ball thrower rotatably communicating 
with said ball return, adapted to receive a ball therefrom, 
comprising a housing having a tangentially extending 
spout, a centrally journalled two-arm resilient rotor, an 
inwardly extending bumper substantially at the lowest 
portion of said housing requiring some elastic deformation 
of said rotor to pass thereover, an electric motor having a 
pulley, a belt connecting the pulley and rotor to rotate 
said rotor and a normally open pressure-activated switch 
near the lower portion of said housing adapted to close to 
activate said motor, in response to presence of a ball, to 
throw said ball from said spout. 

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein the said area un 
occupied by springy wires substantially approximates the 
“strike zone' of an average baseball player. 
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