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(57) Abstract

A multi-purpose container (10) is provided. The container has a lid (14) having an edge (60) and a ridge (54) rising from a top
surface of the lid (14). The multi-purpose container also has a container portion (12) defining an opening (25) for the container (10). The
container portion (12) includes a base (16) having a recess (82) defined in one surface (80) of the base (16). The container portion also
includes first (22) and second (24) sides joined to the other surface of the base (16). Each side (22 and 24) has a lid channel (48) along
a top inside edge (46) for receiving the lid’s edge. The back (18) is joined to the base (16) and sides (22 and 24) and has a back ridge
(72) rising from an outside surface (70) and a lid channel (61) along its top inside edge for receiving the lid’s edge. The container portion
(12) also includes a front (20) joined to the base (16) and sides (22 and 24) and has a front ridge (28) rising from its outside surface. The
lid’s edge slides into the lid channel of the sides (48) and back (61) 30 as to secure the lid (14) in the container portion’s opening (25).
Additionally, the lid’s ridge (54) can interlock with the base recess (82) of another similarly constructed container and the front ridge (28)
can interlock with the back ridge (72) of another similarly constructed container.
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Category ° | Citaton of document, with indication, where appropnate, of the reievant passages Relevant to claim No.

A FR,A,2 276 236 (DEBERNARDY ALAIN) 23 1-3,14,
January 1976 18,24,

25,41

see figures

A FR,A,960 185 (P.GRATECT) 14 April 1950 1,24,41
see figures
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January 1976 32
see abstract; figures

A AT,A,337 089 (H.PUZELIK) 10 June 1977 1,8,31
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involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone

* document of particular relevance; the claimed inventon

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the
document 1s combined with one or more other such docu-
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sklled
in the art.

° document member of the same patent family
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12 April 1996
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Name and mailing address of the [SA

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk

Tel. (+ 31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl,
Fax ( + 31-70) 340-3016

Authonzed officer

Zanghi, A

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992)

page 1 of 2




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Inter snal Applicaton No

PCT/US 95/10205

C(Continuaton) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

see abstract; figures

Category * | Citaton of document, with indication, where appropnate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
A FR,A,2 165 132 (COMP.DES SAS DU MIDI) 3
August 1973

X,P DE,U,295 07 685 (METRA GMBH) 13 July 1995 48,49,
54,55,
57,66

A see the whole document 59

X US,A,4 723 693 (DE COSTER) 9 February 1988 48-51,
54,55,
57,58,66

A see abstract; figures 59

A,P EP,A,0 653 355 (L.CONCONI) 17 May 1995 52

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of second shest) (July 1992)

page 2 of 2




1. .rnational application No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/ US 95/ 10205

Box |

Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1.

Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:
3. Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This [nternational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see annex

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all

searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searches without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment

of any additional fee.

As only some of the required additional search fees were limely paid by the applicant, this international search report

3.
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
1-18,24-47,48-62,
66-67
4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Subject 1 - Claims 1-18, 24-47.
A multi-purpose container having provisions on the lid, side walls, back wall
and base for mutually stacking one-upon-the-other and or side-by-side similar
containers as well as a lid sliding along internal grooves of the side walls and

of the back wall respectively.

Subject 2 - Claims 19-23.

A multi-purpose container having provisions on the 1id, side walls, back wall
and base for mutually stacking one-upon-the-other and or side-by~side similar
containers as well as a lid joined to the base portion by an hinge.

Subject 3 - Claims 48-62, 66-67.
Reusable plastic container functioning as packaging and shipping material for

plastic garbage bags or a dry product.

Subject 4 - Claims 63-65.

A container having a main lid detachably secured
provided with a secondary auxiliary closure as we
in side-by-side display similar containers.

to an open end, this lid being
11 as provisions to interlock

s represented by the "A multi-
side walls, back wall and base
similar

The only features common to subjects 1 and 2 i
purpose container having provisions on the lid,
for mutually stacking one-upon-the-other and or side-by-side
containers".

The only features common to subject 3 and any of the other subject is

represented by a "container"”.
The only features common to subject 4 and any of the other subject is

represented by a "container having a 1id".
The search has revealed that these common features are not novel since disclosed

in document FR 2276236.

m the above definitions of each of the different subjects that

It is clear fro
the problems to be solved are different and thus does not exist a single general

inventive concept between the above mentioned subjects 1,2,3 and 4.

Since the remaing features of each of the different subjects solve different
problems using different technical features, these features cannot be considered
as corresponding special technical feature within the meaning of PCT rule 13.2.

Consequently it appears that claims 1,19,48 and 63 do not satisfy the
requirement of unity of invention.

The partial search has been carried out for the subject/invention first

mentioned in the claims.
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