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1 .
~This invention relates to contamers for clean-
ing and storing used paint brushes and is di-
rected ‘more soec1ﬁcally to" 1mprovements in the
structure of the apparatus disclosed in-my pmor
patent, No. 2,043,643, dated June 3, 1936.-
One of the objects of the invention is to pro-

vide a paint brush-container embodylng a plu-

rality of similar tanks designed-to aceommodate
the suspehsion of g number of used brushes in

s fluidic paint solvent therein and further de-

signed. to facilitate -the ready removal of the
tanks from the container so that the painf-laden
brushes of -each color-and the tank within which
they are immersed may be carried to the loca-
tion in which they are tobe used.

Another object of:the 1nvent1on is to prov1de
a Dbrush-holding clip which is constructed . for
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ready: attachment to the tank or.removal there-

from and adjustments: compensatory of brushes

of different size or shape. -
Another object of the mventlon is to provide

a brush-cleaning unit which comprises a tank

for a fluidic paint solvent, a wringer embodying
a fixed roller disposed to facilitate ready access
to the tank, and. a, self-contained -roller and
crank assembly whlch is designed for removal
from the tank with ease and dispatch.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a cover. for the. container or tank carrier - -which
is constructed with a. ﬂuld tlght seahng element
therein.

Another Ob,]e'.t of the mventmn is to provide
a structure which ‘will accommodate the ready
removal of the. tanks from.the container for
the purpose of cleaning and to further the clean-
ing operation through the’ provision of expend-
able sediment cups in the fanks. )

" Another ob1ect of the invention is to prov1de
a screen in the lower ‘portion of each tank to
maintain thé separation of the fluid and sedi-
ment therein and also dampen the splashmg ac-
tion of the fluid.

Turther objects of the invention reside in the
provision of a portable  brush- ~carrying and
-cleaning demce Whlch is llght in weight, sturdy
of structure,” economic of" manufacture, and
adapted to facilitate the agroupment of brushes
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in individual containers having the’ requisite -

type and volume of solvent, 011 or other. mate-
rial impermeable to air.

- Other objects and advantages more or less an-
cillary to the foregoing, and the manner. inwhich

50

all the: various objects are realized, will- appear -

in the-following description;.which, considered
in connectlon with the accompanying -drawings,
sets forth the preferred embodlment of the in-
vention S S

2

Referring to the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of the improved
carrying case or container;

‘Fig. 2 is a perspective of the case shown in

'Fig 1 with the lid illustrated in an elevated po-

sition;

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of the im-
proved container;

Pig. 4 is a view in perspective of one of the
solvent tanks; :

Fig. 5 is a perspective of the container illus-
trating the brush-cleaning tank and the man-
ner of operation of the wringer; '

Fig. 6 is a view in perspectlve of the brush-
cleaning tank;

Fig. 7 is a perspective of one of the wringer
rollers and the operating lever therefor;

Fig. 8 is a perspective of one of the brush-
supporting clips;

Pig. 9 is a perspective of a fragmentary por-
tion of the brush-cleaning tank;

Fig. 10 is a vertical section through one of the
tanks illustrating the position of the sediment
cup;

Fig. 11 is a view in perspective of the screen
for separating the sediment from the fluidic ma-
terial in the tank;

?g 12 is a view in pelspectlve of the cup;
an

Fig. 13 is a view in perspeetlve of g’ brush

holder of a modified form.
. Referring first to Fig. 1, the container com-
prises a . prismoidal sheet metal box 10 having
a hinged lid {1 thereon which is formed with &
pocket in the central portion thereof for the
reception of a folding handle 13. The lid is pro-
vided with a deformable sealing strip, and a
hasp or trunk lock 14 to facilitate the retention
thereof.

- Within the box or contamer 10 there is a plu-

rality of removable tanks 15 disposed for slid-

ing engagement with the side walls of the con-
tainer and slightly separated from each other.
The contalner is greater in height than the
tanks in order to provide clearance for the
handles of the'larger brushes stored therein and
the upper ‘ends of the tanks ‘are preferably
formed with a bead 16 or- foloed end portlon to

:assure rigidity.

The brushes are suspended in the tanks by
clips, each combprising: ‘a, sheet metal strap fold-
‘ed upon ‘itself to form g spring clamp {7 adapt-

‘ed for frictional engagement with the top of the

tank. - One of the arms of the clamp is-pierced

-and.die-struck to form a pintle I8 preferably of

arcuate transverse section and bent slightly up-

ward from the line of the ‘fold in the clamp
. (Fig. 8.

" The brush handles are drilted for en-
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gagement with the pintles 18, the hole or holes 19
therein being disposed to effect the suspension of
the brush with the bristles immersed in the tur-
pentine, oil, or other fluid used to preserve the
ductility of the fibers. As will be seen in Fig. 3,
the clips may be mounted on both side walls of
the tank, the number and spacing thereof de-
pending upon the width of the brushes to be
suspended in each of the respective tanks.

One of the tanks, such as the chamber 20, may
be equipped with a wringer assembly and used
as a brush-cleaning unit. As illustrated in Fig. 3,
the chamber 20, which may be slightly wider
than the other tanks, is provided with a roller
21 in the upper end thereof which is supported
on cross bars 22 disposed in spaced relation with
the respective end walls of the tank. The bars
22 are formed with slots 23 in the upper edge
thereof which terminate in a circular opening 24
constituting journal bearings for a fulcrum rod
25 mounted in the wringer sub-assembly shown
in Fig. 7. The sub-assembly includes a pair of
plates or crank arms 28, a roller 27 journaled
therein, the fulerum rod 25, which is dispesed in
spaced relation with the roller, and a lever 28,
which welded or otherwise affixed to the plates
and spaced from the fulcrum 25 and rcller 27.
In operation the distended portions of the ful-
crum rod or pintles 29 are dropped into the slots
23 and the wringer sub-assembly, then moved
downward and laterally until the pintles are
sealed in the openings 24. The lever 28 is next
rocked inwardly until the center-tc-center dis-
tance between the rollers 21 and 27 admits the
entry of the brush being cleaned. The lever is
next rocked in the opposite direction until the
-roller 21 engages the brush fibers; then, while
continuing such movement under the desired
application of pressure, withdrawing the brush
(Fig. 5). The contemplated practice in this
operation is to rinse the brush in an extraneous
vessel of solvent and reimnove the excess fluid with
the wringer catching the residue in the tank. If
desired, however, the chamber 20- may be par-
tially filled with the solvent and the cleaning
operation carried out by repeated rinsing and
wringing operations in the same tank.

The tanks 15 and the chamber 28 may be pro-
vided with cups 30 constructed for snug engage-

‘ment with the side walls of the lower portion of -

the tanks and designed for the retention of the
solid matter or sediment separated from the fluid.
The cups are preferably made from paper or a
‘similar inexpensive material that may be dis-
carded when the tanks are cleaned. The cups dre
covered with wire mesh lids 31 formed for tele-
scopic engagement with the paper cup and pro-
vided for the dual purpose of maintaining the
separation of the sediment from the fluid in the
‘tank and of dampening the movement of the
fluid when the container is in transit.

The clip or holder illustrated in Fig. 13 is de-
signed for the support of brushes of the type that
are formed with handles that are too small to
drill, for example, an artist’s brush; however, the
holder may be used for other brushes where it is

impractical or undesirable to pierce the handle. -

In this embodiment the clip 17 is substantially
the same as that heretofore described save that
the inner arm thereof is die-struck and formed
with a pair of laterally disposed flanges 32 hav-
ing inturned lips 33 in their outer ends. The
brush retainer comprises a substantially rec-
tangular block 34 of sponge rubber or a similar
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material which is split throughout the major por-
tion of the medial axis 35 thereof and also
formed with a short transverse kerf 36 normal to
the axis 35 and in or adjacent the center of the
block. The outer end of the block is formed with
a notch 37 terminating in the axial slot 35 to
-accommodate the ready entry of the brush
handle as it is forced between the yieldable

- furcations of the block. The block is supported

by the flanges 32 which are bent inwardly dur-
ing assembly with lips 33 imbedded in the soft
yieldable material of the block.

Although the foregoing description is neces-
sarily of a detailed character, in order that the
invention may be completely set forth, it is to be
understood that the specific terminology is not
intended to be restrictive or confining, and that
various rearrangements of parts and modifica-
tions of detail may be resorted to without depart-
ing from the scope or spirit of the invention as
herein claimed.

Iclaim: :

1. A container for used paint brushes compris-
ing a carrying case, a hinged lid thereon, means
comprising a deformable strip mounted on the
lid for sealing the joint between the lid and the
body of the carrying case, a plurality of remov-
able open-ended tanks in said case adapted to
contain a fluid, ‘a wringer for squeezing fluid
from the bristles in a brush incorporated in one
of said tanks and removable clips each compris-
ing a U-shaped plate engaged with the upper
edges of said tanks for the suispension of brushes
in the fluid.

2. A container for used paint brushes compris-
ing a portable box, a plurality of removable tanks
therein for the reception of a fluid, a wringer in
one of said tanks, sdaid wringer comprising a roller
journaled in ‘the upper portion of the tank, a
pair of crank arms, a second roller journaled in
one end thereof, a lever affixed to the opposed
‘end thereof, trunnions intermediate said second
roller and said lever and journal bearings in said
tank formed to accommodate the entry and re-
moval of said trunnions.

3. A container for used paint brushes compris-
ing a portable box, a plurality of removable tanks
therein for the reception of a fluid, a wringer in
one of said tanks, said wringer comprising cross
bars having slots thereon disposed in spaced rela-
tion with the end walls of said tank, 'a roller
journaled between said cross bars, crank arms
adjacent said bars, a roller journaled between
said arms, a lever affixed to the opposed ends of
sald arms and trunnions intermediate said lever
and the last-named roller for removable engage~'
ment with the slots in said crossbars.
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