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. ILLUMINABLE"SIGN HAVING REMOVABLE
AME 'AND SOCKET UNITS

-for its. prlmary obJect the prov:smn of a,, ollow
‘body provided with illuminable areas and adapted
to support therew1th1n a plurality.of - elongated
.cold: light. lamps .of . conventmnal charact
slidably . mounted within, the: bedy, for. removal
theréfrom- as: a. unit, for repair and repla.c.ement
Jof..the. lamps .themselves- 45 .the same becomes
necessary, s
o It:is the. most 1mporta.nt obJect of the present
.invention. o ‘provide.sign structure having a con-
tinuous frame formed from, a.pair. of spaced apart
loops: that-support an - elongated. sectional track
spanning the distance between a. pair of spaced
ends of the frame, all to the end that a fluores-
.cent tube: carrier ;unit. may: be: slidably. moved to
.and: from g, position. on; the track. .by passage
thereof between the aforesaid spaced-apart loops.
...-AAnother.important object of.the present.inven-
tlon s :to. provide, sign’ structure having a.frame
a,nd track -assembly. as:above. set.forth ‘and .pro-
vided .with a.housing.that. inclides:a rim&like
.shell: that circumscribes the frame. and is held
thereon through releasable connection with apair
.of.. spaced-apart, . at least. partlally 111um1nab1e
‘panels.:.
Other 1mportant obJects of the present mven-
tion relate to.the way in which.an’ elangated car-
rier is formed for.slidable mountmg within: the
‘aforementioned. track; the manner in which. the
.seétional continuous : ‘frame. supports the. track
and is.reinforced by, such. track; the mahrer in

which. the. séctions 6f the frime are formed and .

disposéd to présent an‘opéning: through which the

lamp carrler may be passed and many other more :
;a de;

factured and eye appeahng
In the drawing: -
Figure 1 1s a side elevatlonal view. of a"‘ illt

units made in: accordance w1th
tion,: parts béing broken awsy"
reveal details of constructmn
“Fig: 2 is an end elevational view thereof
Fig: 3 is.an enlarged.vertical transverse cross-
sectiorial view taken on line IIT—III of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is an enlarged .fragmentary detailed
cross-sectional view taken on line IV—IV of Fig.
1, lookihg in the direction of the afrows: and
Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary, stretehed-
out perspective v1ew showmg the frame-carrier-
track assembly entlrely ‘Féemoved from the re-
maining parts of the sign structure.
seLhe: sign.about to: be described includes & “con-
tmuous polyzonal frame, brosdly designated . by
the numeral 180 and including. a palr of:spaced-
apart.continuous loops 12 and. 4. As cledrly-in-
dicated.in Fig. 5 of the drawmg, these H¥o:16obs
12 and i4 are L-shaped in cross-sectmn, each

‘and 5. - )
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the frame .10 in.

‘along the uppermost stretch

Tthereby presenting a paxr of relatlvely perpendxc-
ular legs 16 and 18 respectively R
... The legs. 8 of. the two:loops. 12 and I4 are ‘con-

t the. ent1re lengths thereof and

arc 24. - A plurahty of cross-bers 26 1nterconnect

the legs 18. R
A plurahty of spaced-apart cross bars. [
preferably L-shaped in . cross=section, mtercon—
nect the legs. 18 along; the lowermost gtretch:of
1y sultable manner.such :as by
,Weldmg 21.- Likewise, .4 .number:-of . s1m11ar1y
formed cross-bars 28 . mtercpnnect ‘the; legs 18
f.the frame 40,

A, pair of spaced-apart

.broadly designated by the, nuxherals 30 and 32 ~in-
.terconnect. the: side stretches of .the.frame;I0;
.each. of the. tracks. 30, ‘and 32 includes_a pair. of

spaced: apart sections. 34 and 36.that:are prefer-
ably U-shaped . .in. _cross-section. as indicated.in
Pigs, 3and 5 and are disposed with the qutermost
faces.of the bights thereof in facmg sabstantlally

parallel relationship; .

. The two sections 34 arrd 36 of each of the tr a.cks
30 .and .32 have ‘their. ends abutting: .proximal

stretches. of . the Jegs: 18 and. the legs of the two

sections 34 and 36. are.weldéd or otherwrse af-
fixed as at 38 directly.to.the legs 18 of franme. 10.
The dxstance between: the outermost: fages of the
bights of .sections: 34 and 36.is_less than the dis-
tance across ppening. 20-within frame_ 10,28 shown
in Pigs, 3.and.b, and. while two tracks 30 and 32

are illustrated, it is apparent. that one or riore.of

such tracks may be provided,.depending upon the
size .of. the sign.and the’ degree of 111um1nat10n
that is deemed necessary. ...

The tracks or brackets 30: and 32 are supported
between. the. side stretches of frame. {0 through
the medlum of a plurality of triangularly-shaped
gussets. -40; there being a.gusset’ 40 .underlying
each section:34 and: 36 at:each .end. théreof and
welded . directly. thereto’ and: also. . wélded to.the
proximal leg. .18 of the loop | 2 or. 14 as the case
may be, ..

It is- thus Iar clear that the tracks 30 and 32
not only. serve to.support the side stretches of
the frame. 10  and. to - hold thé saie in’ spaced-
apart relationship, but serve in maintaiii g the
loops .12 and 14 at the:side stretches of: frame
10 spacéd-dpart When the carrier ‘about ‘to ‘be
described; is in place w1th1n the respectwe track
30 or 32.

‘The: calrier - Just mentmned 1§ broadly des1g-
nated by the numeral 42 and has a length that
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3
is but slightly less than the over-all length of
the tracks 30 and 32. Carrier 42 is H-shaped
in cross-section and includes a pair of spaced-
apart U-shaped members 44 and 46 that are
formed and dispesed relatively in the same man-
ner as the sections 34 and 36 of tracks 30 and 32.

The members 44 and 46 are held in spaced
apart relationship through the medium -of a
pair of spaced plates 43 and 50. The plates 48
and 50 are secured directly to the oytermost faces
of the members 44 and 48 in the manner shown
in Figs. 3 and 5. Carrier 42 is designed to be
slidably positioned within the corresponding
tracks 30 and 32. To this end, the distance be-
tween the inner faces of the legs of each of the
members 44 and 48, is slightly greater than the
distance between the outer faces of the legs of
the two sections 34 and 36. By the same token,
the distance between the inner faces of the bights
of members 44 and 46 is less than the distance
between the outer faces of the bights of sections
34 and 36. Consequently, the carrier 42 is com-
plementary with the track 28 or 32, as the case
may be, in the manner shown in Fig, 3 and is
freely slidable to and from a position between
the sections 34 and 38.

Each of the plates 43 and 56 carries a pair
of spaced-apart fixtures 52 and 54 of conven-
tional character for supporting and establishing
electrical connection with an elongated fluores-
cent tube or like cold light lamp 58.

The ballast, starter and other fixtures neces-
sary or desired to be used with the lamps 56 have
not been illustrated in the drawing, but the same

may well be positioned within the carriers £2 ¢

between the bights of members 44 and 46 if
desired. Furthermore, the electrical connec-
tions for all of the lamps 5% have not been illus-
trated and since the same may be of conven-
tional character, the particular disposition and
manner of connection with lamps 56 is of no im-
portance to this invention. Inasmuch as the
diameters of the lamps 56, the width of the fix-
tures 52 and 54 and the widths of the plates 48
and §0 are all less than the width of opening 20
within -the frame 10, the entire carrier unit 42
may be easily moved to and from a positicn sup-
ported by the tracks 30 and 32. '

All of the component parts of the sign struc-

ture thus far described and including frame {8, -

tracks 30 and 32 and the carriers 42, are mount-
ed within a hollow body broadly designated by
the numeral §7. Body 51 includes a rim-like
shell §8 that completely circumscribes the frame
10 and consequently, the tracks 38 and 32 be-
cause of the fact that frame {8 is disposed in
circumscribing relationship to tracks 30 and 32.
The shell §8 is arcuate in cross-section as most
clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 of the drawing and
includes a number of sections. A pair of sec-
tions 60 and 62 extend along the upper and low-
ermost stretches respectively of the frame 16; a
pair of sections &4 and 66 extend along the side
stretches of frame {8 and four corner seections
68 of the shell 53 are formed arcuately to con-
form with the arcuate corners 24 of frame {8.

All of the sections €9, 62, 64, 66 and 88 are in
abutting relationship to present the continuous
shell 58.

All of the aforesaid sections of the shell 58
are held in position circumscribing the frame {2
through the medium of a pair of panels 19 and
12, which, with shell 8, completes body 51. The
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two panels 70 and T2 are cup-shaped and are

provided with an out-turned peripheral flange 14.
The shell §8 is provided with continuous chan-
nels 16 and 78 for receiving the flanges 714 of the
panels 70 and 72 in the manner illustrated in
Fig. 4. ‘ '

A U-shaped, resilient sealing member 80 is fit-
ted around the flanges 14 and a plurality of bolts
or the like 82 passing through the shell 58 and
the channel 76 or 18, as the case may be, serve to
releasably interconnect shell 58 with the panels
70 and 72.

Suitable indicia 84 is embossed within each of
the panels 70 and 72 and it is contemplated that
such indicia 84 may be. of a color differing from
the remaining areas of the panels 70 and 172
whereby to distinctively set out the message to
be conveyed when lamps 56 are lighted. To
this end, panels 70 and 12 may be made of a
suitable transparent or transliucent plastic and
coatings of opaque and semi-opagque materials
might well be applied thereto in any of the usual
manners. - At least one end of the shell 58, and
in the instance illustrated, the 'section 64 there-
of has an access opening 86 that registers with
opening 28 and is covered by a louvered gate 88.

Screws or the like 90 removably hold the gate
88 in place and upon removal of the latter, the
carriers 42 and the lamps 56 carried thereby,
may be easily removed and replaced with respect
to ‘body 57 as desired. :

Any suitable structure not shown, may be
utilized to mount the entire sign depending upon
the type of mounting that is to be used. )

While only one form of my present inven-
tion has been illustrated and described, it is ap-
parent that the same is capable of many changes
and modifications and those that fairly come
within the scope of the appended claims, are con-
templated hereby. : :

Having thus described my invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is:

1. An illuminable sign comprising a polygonal
frame including a pair of spaced-apart, parallel,
continuous loops; a pair of spaced, elongated,
parallel tracks mounted in the frame, there be-
ing @ track secured to each loop respectively; a
lamp carrier including an elongated member in-
sertable between the loops and slidably disposed
between the tracks, said carrier having parts in
overlying' and underlying, sliding engagement
with the tracks; a lamp mounted on the carrier;
and a hollow body mounted on the frame and en-
closing the frame, the carrier, the lamp and the
tracks. :

2. The invention as set forth in claim 1 where-
in sald body includes a continuous shell circum-
scribing the loops and having opposed, continu-
ous, inturned flanges: and a dish-shaped, trans-
lucent panel secured to each flange respectively.
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