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" To all whom ¥ may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, Wirriam Rem, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Philadel-
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and

5 State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Gar-
ment Hangers, of which the following'is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings. »

10 - This.invention relates to garment hangers,

" more particularly to a type capable of con-
version to use either for double point sus-
pension in wardrobe trunks, or for single
point suspension in closets. A hanger of

15 this type is shown and described in a co-

** pending application Serial Number 698,395,
filed.by me on March 11, 1924, wherein a
pivoted flexible bail serves as the means to

enable conversion, said bail being foldable

20 goainst the hanger when not in use.

One object of the present invention is to
provide in connection with: 2 convertible
hanger such as referred to, means tending
to yieldingly hold the bail in either the fold-
ed ‘or unfolded position, yet capable of au-
tomatically inducing flexure of the bail so
that the hold thereon is released as it is
turned from one position to the other:

My ‘invention is further directed toward
30 gafe-guarding against the possibility of dis-

lodgment of the bail trunnions from their
bearings ‘as the bail responds to flexure 1n
being released as above explained.
Other objects and attendant advantages
35 ill become obvious from the detailed de-
scription that follows of several typical
forms in which. my invention may be.con-
veniently embodied. '

With reference to the drawings, Fig. 1 is
a side view of my improved garment hanger
with the converting bail folded down out of
the way. ;

Fig. IT is an illustration similar to the
_ preceding but with the bail turned up into
45 gctive position in readiness for supportiug

the hanger in suspension from'a wall peg
or closet hook. e ~

Fig. III is an enlarged fragmentary per-
spective view of the improved device which

T employ in attaching the bail to the hanger.

Fig. IV shows a modified type of attach-
ing device; and,

Tig. V an alternative form of the attacu-
ing device illustrated in Fig. IV.

Tn the hanger herein depicted, the usual
coat-supporting arch portion 1 is topped by
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a trouser or skirt-supporting. cross bar 2

which is notched at opposite ends as at 8—3
for registery -with the . parallel mounting
bars or rods of an ordinary wardrobe trunk.
With the hanger is associated a pivoted yoke:

or bail 4 that is, in practice, made from .-

stout spring wire, its opposite extremities
being turned perpendicularly as at 5—5, and.
the terminals of said extremities inwardly
and into axial alignment to provide .pivot
trunnions 6—6. In the form of my inven-
tion shown in Figs. I to III, the ends of the
trunnions 6—6 are bent laterally as at 7—7
for a purpose which will presently be ex-
plained. ' :

As a means for securing the bail 4 to the -

cross bar 2 of the hanger; I employ a novel
form of attaching device comprehensively
indicated at-8, one such being provided for

“each end of said bail. In the simplest em-

bodiment illustrated in Figs..I to ITI, this
attaching device 8 is in the form of a plate
which may be constructed from a single
piece of metal either as a casting, or a stamp-
ing from sheet material, as found most con-
venient . or economical to manufacture.
Along its horizontal medial, the plate 8 1s
ridged as at 9 to take the trunnion 6 of the
bail 4, and pierced at opposite sides of said
ridge for passage of screws 10, 10, whereby
it is secured to the hanger cross bar 2. The
margin along one side of the plate 8 1s
joggled or offset as at 11 to provide a recess
for engaging the perpendicularly turned ex-
tremity 5. of the bail 4, and thereby to hold
the latter in either the folded position shown

80

in Fig. I, or the extended position of Fig. -

II. The edge of the plate 8 along the
joggled portion 11 is given the angular con-
figuration shown characterized by conver-
gent slopes 12—12 that are symmetric with
regard to the trunnion axis 6 and, respec-
tively, slantingly overlie the extremity 5 of
the bail 4 when the latter is in the positions
of Figs. I and II. By this construction 1t
will be seen that as the bail 4 is turned from
one position to the other, the leading cam
slope 12 will function in cooperation with
the corresponding end 5, to automatically
spread or flex said bail so that the end 5
will be withdrawn from the holding recess;
and, - after the high: point of the cam is
passed, the end 5 will automatically seek the
holding notch to the opposite side of the
trunnion axis by virtue of the contractive
power of the bail 4 in inducing cooperation
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with the other of said slopes:12. The trun-
nion 6 is in each instance safegnarded
against dislodgment from the bearing 9 dur-
ing flexure of the bail; by-engagement of ‘its
laterally bent end 7 with the contiguous end
of said bearing. :

The modified form of attachment device

illustrated in Fig. IV differs: from' the first.

described in that the holding recess is formed
by a:flap 18 punched out of the body of the
plate 8, the edge of said flap being straignt

_ anid not" formed to cam configuration as be-
" fore. The plate 8; furthermore, is extended

15

beyond*the recess and bent perpendicularly

to. provide a" projecting guard’' flange 14

which lies' crosswise of' the bearing ridge 9

.. and parallel to'said noteh:  The guard flange
' 14 acts as a“stop‘for the end 5 of the bail 4

25

and’ thus 'prevents the' trinnion 6 from
riding out of the bearing 9 in' responding to

AMlexure ‘of said bail~—in this instance effect-
ed by forced spreading during turning,—

the trunnion 6 being heré devoid of the up-
turned ends 7 of the preceding type. The
guard flange 14 has a central clearance notch
15" in line’ with- the -trunnion axis; which,

- when the bail 4 is swiing to the intermediate

30

35

or central position, will permit the trunnion
6 to be withdrawn from the bearing ridge 9
and said bail'removed from-the hanger.

This modified construetion, it'will be par-.
- ticularly noted, venders assembling very easy
and converient, since the attachment devices

8 may be first secured’ in place adjacent the

eiids of the cross bar 2 of the hanger; and

the bail 4'thereafter sprung into'place.
I the alternative form' of Fig: V., the

" guard flange 14 is dfforded by a sepavite
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plate 16 which is inserted beneath the plate
8, and provided with apertures capable: of
registry with -those of the latter plate so
that the same serews 10 may bé employed in
securing - the' assemblage’ fo the hanger.
Furictionally, this alternative form of my

» i"lfiVen'ti‘on,ji’s‘identic‘af with the modified type

of Fig. IV.  ~ . ‘
Having thus déscribed my invention, I
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1. The combination in & convertible gar-
ment_hanger, of a pivoted suspension bail
cdpable of being folded against the hanger
whén not in use, méans to hold the bail in
either the folded or extended position, and
means’ to automatically disengage the bail

“from the holding means as it is turned from

one position fo the other. '

2. The combination in & convertible gar-
ment harger, of a pivoted flexible saspension
hdil capable of being folded against the
hanger when not in usé, means to hold the
bail in either the folded or extended posi-

‘tion;” and means for automatically flexing

the bail to disengage the same from the hold-
g means as it 1§ turned from one position

‘to the otlier.

1,563,928

3. The combination in a convertible gar-
ment hanger, of a pivoted flexible suspension
bail capable of being folded against the
hanger when not in use; recessed means for
engaging the bail to hold it in either the
folded or extended position, and associated
means for automatically flexing the bail to
withdraw: the same-from the recess of the
holding means as it is turned from one posi-
tion to the other. -

4. The combination in a convertible gar-

ment hanger, of a pivoted flexible suspen:

sion bail capable of being folded :against the
hanger when not in use, recessed means for
engaging” the bail. to hold-it: in either the
folded:or extended position; and associated

cam means for automatically. flexing the:bail
to withdraw the same from:'the. recess.of the.

liolding means:as it is turned- from: one posi-
tion to -another. _
5. The combination in' a convertible: gar-

ment hanger,.of a pivoted fléxible suspension

bail capable of being folded: against: the
hanger’ when: not in use; attaching plates
each formed with a central bearing to make
a truninion of the bail, and perpendicular-to
the bearing with a recess for engaging an
adjacent portion of the bail to hold the lat-
ter in either the folded or extended posi-
tion; the edge of the recess. providing cam
slopes: diverging symmetrically: with. respect
to the trunnion axes to automatically effect
disengagement from the recess aforesaid as
the bail is turned from one position: to-the
other. ‘ '

6. The combination in. a convertible gar-
ment hanger; of a pivoted flexible suspen-
sion-bail capable of Being: folded against the
hanger when not in use, and attaching plates
constructed from sheet metal each with a
central rounded bearing' ridge to make. a
trunnion of the bail, and at a perpendicular
to- the bearing with an offset portion provid-
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ing a vecess for engaging an adjacent part *

of the bail to' hold the latter in either the
folded or extended position, said side af-
fording a cam edge with slopes diverging
symmetrically’ with respect to the trunnion

—
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axes to automatically effect disengagement

front the recess as the bail is turned from one

_position to the other.

7. The ecombination in a convertible gar-
ment hanger, of a flexible pivoted bail ca-
pable of being folded against the hanger
when not in use, said bail ends forming
trunnions, attaching devices affording bear-
ings for the trunnions of the bail, means to
hold the bail in either folded or expanded
position, and means to automatically flex the
bail longitudinally for disengagement from
the holding means as it is turned from one
position to the other.

8. The combination in a convertible gar-
ment hanger, of a pivoted flexible suspension
bail capable of being folded against the
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hanger when not in use, said bail ends form-
ing trunnions, attaching devices affording
bearings for the trunnions of the bail, means
to hold the bail in either folded or expanded
position, means to automatically flex the
bail longitudinally for disengagement from
the holding means as it is turned from one
position to the other; and retaining means
to prevent complete withdrawal of the trun-
nion from the bearing in accommodating it-
self positionally to the flexure of the bail in
turning.

9. As a new article of manufacture an at-
taching device for suspension bails consist-
ing of a plate affording a trunnion bearing
therefor with an associated offset functional
as the bail retainer, the edge of said offset

embodying cam means effective to flex the
bail during movement from the “in-use” to
the “out-of-use” position, and vice versa.

10. As a new article of manufacture an at-
taching device for the bail of a convertible
garment hanger consisting of a unitary plate
affording trunnion bearing therefor with an
associated offset functional as the bail re-
tainer, the edge of said offset embodying
convergent cams effective to flex the bail
during the movement from the “in-use” to
the “out-of-use” position, and vice versa.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunts
signed my name at Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, this 21st day of October, 1924.

WILLIAM REID.
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