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(57) Abstract: In a light diffusion sheet and a light diffusion layer (10) included in a liquid crystal display device, a substance (sec-
ond substance) with a low refractive index forms low-refractive-index regions (second regions) (14) whose sections perpendicular
to the principal surface each have a shape closely analogous to an isosceles triangle having the base on the viewer side and the vertex
on the liquid crystal display panel side. The low-refractive-index regions are arranged with a predetermined pitch (P) in at least
one direction within a surface parallel to the principal surface in a high-refractive-index region (first region) formed of a high-re-
fractive-index substance (first substance). Since the shape and the size of the low-refractive-index region satisfy a predetermined
relationship, light beams perpendicularly incident on the principal surface are emitted from the light diffusion layer to the viewer
side after being totally reflected once in the light diffusion layer, and part of light beams obliquely incident on the principal surface
are emitted from the light diffusion layer to the viewer side after being totally reflected n (n is an integer of 2 or more) times or more
in the light diffusion layer. Consequently, the viewing-angle characteristic in the at least one direction is improved.
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