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To al?, Luhon, it notif CO7 ce/7. 
Beit known that I, ERNESTN. HUMPHREY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
New Britain, in the county of Hartford and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Buckles; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the 
same, reference being had to the accompany ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi 
cation, and to the figures and letters of refer ence marked thereon. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

buckles or clasps particularly designed for 
use in connection with garment supporters 
such as suspenders, the objects of the in 
vention being to provide a clasp or buckle of 
this type which will afford a secure fastening, 
be easily adjusted and in which the holding 
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teeth will free themselves from the webbing 
when the locking lever is turned to its open 
position and which will also present a neat 
appearance and be free from the objection of 
bunching the web to which it is applied. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

details of construction and combinations and 
arrangements of parts all as will be now de 
scribed and the particular features of nov 
elty pointed out in the appended claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a buckle or clasp embodying the present improvements, 
the locking lever being shown partially 
opened and the webbing in dotted lines. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation with the locking 
lever in its open position. Figs. 3 and 4 are 
views corresponding to Figs. 1 and 2 showing 
a modified arrangement of the holding points 
or teeth on the locking lever. Figs. 5 and 6 
are similar views showing still another modi 
fication. Fig. 7 is a sectional view showing the locking lever in closed position. 
The body or frame of the buckle or clasp 

preferably consists of a loop member. A to 
which one end of the webbing may be at 
tached by any suitable means. As shown 
in the drawings this loop member is formed 
by a sheet metal portion a and a wire frame 
a' the ends of the latter being securely and 
rigidly fastened together and to the sheet 
metal portion a by having the latter bent 
around the same. The wire frame a? ex 

portion a, its top bar constitutes a journal or 
y 55 pintle on which the locking lever is pivotall 

mounted, and the webbing passes through 
the loop or opening formed by the wire a'. 
The locking lever B is preferably formed 

up of sheet metal, Suitable ears b as shown in 
Fig. 1, being bent around the top bar of the 
frame to form the pivotal connections be tween the parts. 

In the buckle of the present invention, in stead of providing a locking or holding arm 
extending on the opposite side of the pivot 
from the operating portion of the lever as has 
been heretofore proposed, the holding parts 
or projections which are adapted to engage 
the web are struck from the body of the lever 
itself and are located on the same side of the 
pivot with the operating portion of the lever. 
In the preferred construction illustrated in 
Fig. 1 of the accompanying drawings the hold 
ing teeth are formed by bending downwardly 
at right angles to the operating portion of the 
lever pointed projections or teeth C. These 
teeth C extend at Substantially right angles 
to the operating part of the lever and are 
adapted when the lever is in its closed or 
locking position, to penetrate the webbing of 
the suspender and to project in proximity to 
the lower bar of the frame and in rear of the 
RS: of the lever, as shown in Fig. 7. Such olding teeth are preferably of such length 
and shape as to penetrate the web to a suffi 
cient degree to prevent the webbing from be 
ing deflected over the lower bar of the frame 
and, inasmuch as the teeth are located on the 
same side of the pivot with the operating 
portion of the lever they will draw out of the 
webbing as the lever is swung open to the po 
sition indicated in Fig. 2, thus the points of 
the teeth are prevented from catching and tearing or holding the Webbing against being 
freely adjusted through the buckle. 
The holding teeth or projections are ar 

ranged at each side or end of the buckle so as 
to coöperate with the edges or edge portions 
of the Webbing, whereby not only is the con 
struction of the buckle facilitated, but the 
engagement of the teeth is with that portion 
of the webbing which is best calculated to af 
ford the maximum strength, hold the web 
bing in proper alinement and prevent undue 
Wear and tear on the ornamental portions of tends at a slight angle to the sheet metal the Webbing. 
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Obviously, the holding teeth may 
formed in various ways and in Figs. 3 and 4 
they are shown as being struck downwardly 
from the body of the locking lever in the form 
of spuds E, this being a cheap and convenient 
formation where apertures in the face of the 
locking lever are not objectionable. 

In Figs. 5 and 6 the ears F which consti 
tute the pivotal connection between the lever 
and frame are extended forwardly and their 
ends G are formed into holding points or pen 
etrating teeth which in their location and op 
eration conform to the location and opera 
tion of the holding teeth illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The operating part of the locking lever it 

will be seen is substantially radial to the 
pivot and the holding teeth or points are re 
moved some distance from the pivot and project at substantially right angles to the 
radial plane of the operating portion of the 
lever. As a result of such construction they 
will draw substantially straight out of the 
webbing and a relatively short movement of 
the lever will be sufficient to entirely free the 
teeth from the webbing, a result which can 
not be accomplished where the teeth or hold 
ing edge is radial or substantially radial to 
the pivot about which they turn. When in locking position, the operating 
ortion of the lever preferably lies parallel 

with the sheet metal portion a of the frame 
and the holding teeth project toward said : 
sheet metal portion a of the frame and in 
rear of the pivot. As a result, strain on the 
webbing tends to swing the lever inwardly 
or toward the webbing and consequently 
said lever is held in its closed position and 
further strain on the webbing only tends to 
make the lever held more securely. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is:- 1. In a buckle for garment supporters, the 
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combination with the frame having an open 
ing for the passage of the webbing, of a sheet 
metal locking lever pivotally mounted on 
the frame at one id: of the opening said 
locking lever being composed of an operating 
part and integral web penetrating teeth or 
projections located on the same side of the 
pivot with said operating part and project 
ing at substantially right angles to the plane 
of the latter at each end of the lever and re 
mote from the pivot said teeth when the le 
ver is in closed position, projecting in rear of 
the pivot, whereby strain upon the webbing 
will tend to hold the lever in closed position; 
substantially as described. 2. In a buckle for garment supporters the 
combination with the wire frame, of a sheet 
metal locking lever pivotally mounted upon 
the top bar of the frame, and having web 
penetrating teeth formed integral therewith 
remote from the pivot at each end of the le 
ver and projecting at substantially right an 
gles to the plane of the locking lever, said 
teeth being so arranged as to project in rear 
of the pivot of the lever and in proximity to 
the lower bar of the frame when the lever is 
in locked position whereby strain on the 
webbing will tend to hold the lever in closed 
position; substantially as described. 

3. In a buckle for garment supporters the 
combination with the wire frame of a sheet 
metal locking lever having ears at each end 
constituting the pivotal connection with the 
frame, said ears being extended forwardly 
and their ends formed into penetrating 
points projecting at substantially right an 
gles to the plane of the lever, whereby said 
teeth will be located remote from the pivotal 
point of connection of the lever and frame. 

ERNEST N. HUMPHREY. 
Witnesses: 

SADIE L. FINNIGAN, 
STANLEY PARKER. 
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