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against the animal will be prevented. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SETHWARD, of Prince 

ton, in the county of Gibson, and in the State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Buckles; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description thereof, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, making a 
part of this specification. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in harness and other buckles; and it has 
for its objects to provide a buckle by means of 
which two straps crossed at right angles may be 
conveniently secured together, and which can be 
readily detached from the straps when required, 
and which will form a seatin which the respect 
ive straps will be neatly held against any lat 
eral play, and by means of which all cha?ing 
or rubbing of the metallic portion of the buckle 

These 
objects I attain by the devices illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 represents a top view of the buckle, 
showing the same attached to the straps. Fig. 
2 represents a vertical sectional view of the 
buckle, showing the same attached to and in 
connection with the straps; and Fig. 3 is a 
detached perspective view of my buckle alone. 
The letter A indicates my improved buckle, 

which consists of a metallie frame formed of 
two diagonal bars, a, from the point of inter 
section of which arises a rigid vertical tongue, 
b, the ends of the bars extending outwardly, 
and being connected by means of flat trans 
verse bars c. The buckle is made of cast or 
wrought metal in one piece. 
The letter B indicates the trace or tug to 

which the buckle is secured, which is provid 
ed with the usual apertures C for the tongue 
b. The said trace is passed transversely across 
the buckle, the tongue thereof setting through 
one of the apertures therein, and being seated 
upon the diagonal bars and between the out 
wardly-extended ends of the buckle. 
The letter D indicates the back or saddle 

strap, to which the buckle is secured by the 
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tongue l) outside the trace. The said strap is 
passed under the flat bars c. The strap D is 
also provided with tongue-apertures E, one of 
which sets over the tongue of the buckle. This 
strap when in place is seated upon the trace 
or tug, and is confined between the outwardly 
extending ends of the buckle. 
The letter Findicates a pad, of leather or 

other suitable material, slotted transversely 
near each end, as shown at f, through the slots 
f of which the ends of the saddle-strap D are 
passed. This pad serves to prevent the buckle 
from chafing or rubbing the animal by pre 
senting only a leather surface of contact, and 
assists, also, in holding the strap D in position. 

I am aware of the device set forth in the 
patent numbered 139,253 of 1873; but in that 
construction the metal rivets are liable to be. 
come loosened, and the projecting heads will 
chafe the sides of the animal; also in that de 
vice the saddle-strap does not hook over the 
tug and serve to hold it in position. In my 
invention both the saddle-strap and tug are 
held adjustably over the tongue b, and the tug 
passes transversely, while the saddle-straps 
pass longitudinally, beneath the plates c. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A buckle composed of a metallic frameformed 

in one piece and consisting of two diagonal 
bars having at their point of intersection a 
tongue, b, the ends of said bars being connect 
ed by transverse flat bars c, as shown, in com 
bination with a pad, F, slotted near its ends 
and adapted to be passed under the buckle, 
and secured to one of the straps and with the 
lugs and saddle-straps, both of which straps, 
D F, are adjustably secured to the tongue b, 
as and for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of 
August, 1880. 

SETH WARD. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. E. PHILLIPs, 
BYRON MILLS. 
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