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To all whom it may concern:

_Be it known that I, CuarLes M. ALGER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Han-
nibal, in the county of Marion and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful
Wired-Slat Construction, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

‘This invention relates to improvements in
wired-slat construction, and has for its prin-
cipal object to provide a novel form of timber
which may be folded or rolled into small
space for transportation and be readily ar-
ranged to form the walls of receptacles and
other structures.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide foldable timbers in which a number of
wooden slats are held together by wire in
such manner that the joints shall be ex-
tremely tight and practically waterproof.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the novel construction
and arrangement of parts, hereinafter de-
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims, it being understood that
various changes in theform, proportions, size,
and minor details of- the structure may be
made without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-
vention.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view illustrating a wired-slat
construction embodying the imnvention and
illustrating same as applied in connection
with the construction of barrels and similar
receptacles. Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view
of a portion of the same. Fig. 3 is a detail
perspective view of one of the rigid securing
devices for holding the slats in proper posi-
tion and for the support of the head of the
barrel. Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view illus-
trating a number of slats and one method of
wiring employed.

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts throughout
the several figures of the drawings.

In the construction illustrated in Fig. 1,
wherein the invention is shown as applied in
the construction of receptacles, 1 indicates a
barrel, which is composed of a series of slats
or staves 2, of wood or other suitable mate-
rial, arranged edge to edge and united by
wires 3, which are interwoven with the slats
in the manner set forth in Letters Patent

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented July 3,1906.
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No. 708,111, granted to me September 2,
1902. These connecting-wires are, as illus-
trated in Fig. 4, arranged in pairs, one at each
side of the slats, and each wire passes first
along the face of one slat, then between the
slats at the meeting edges, thence along the
opposite faces of the next slat and back be-
tween the slats and along the inner face of

necting the slats to form a practically-con-
tinuous flexible sheet which may be readily
rolled or bent into cylindrical form to com-
pose the body of the barrel, the meeting

so bent being united by tie-wires or loops 4.
The slats are preferably of uniform width
from end to end to insure the barrel folding
compactly; but they may be reduced in
width toward their ends to impart to the
barrel the usual outward curve or bulge at
its center. In this connection it is to be
understood that a uniform number of slats
will be employed to permit of the barrel being
collapsed transversely into flat form for stor-
ing or reshipment. .

5 5 are end hoops or bands which are ap-
plied one to each end of the barrel. These
hoops each comnsist of a sheet-metal plate
stamped to form an outer encircling band
or body portion 6, provided with spaced
tongues7, which are folded inward and down-
ward over the ends of each alternate stave,
the terminal ends of the tongues being bent
or wrapped, as at 8, around an inner tie-wire
or band 9, which is thus sustained within the
barrel near the end thereof in position to form
a seat for the barrel-head 10, thus obviating
the necessity of forming the usual head-re-
ceiving grooves upon the inner faces of the
staves and materially decreasing the cost of
the barrel. The head 10 when in position in
the end of the barrel for use is secured in place

| by means of nails or the like 11, which are

susceptible of ready removal to permit re-
desired to fold the barrel. In this connection
it is to be noted that the end hoops are of suf-
ficient rigidity to maintain the barrel in its
expanded condition and that owing to the
tongues 7 overlapping the ends of the staves
the barrel-chimes will be fully protected
when the device is in use.

In the construction shown in Figs. 2 and 4
it will be observed that the wires are em-
bedded in the slats, each slat being provided
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with grooves or indentations on all of its sur-
faces to receive the wires, or in case of very
soft woods the strain on the wire will be suffi-
cient to embed the wire without the neces-
sity of previously-formed indentations.
Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed is— .
1. A knockdown receptacle having side
walls formed of a series of slats and wires in-
terwoven therewith to permit rolling or fold-
ing of the same, a flexible loop or band adapt-
ed to engage the end portions of the slats and
provided with a plurality of spaced tongues
overlapping the ends of the slats, said tongues
having their end portions bent to form a sup-
port for a detachable head, and a retaining-

wire extending through and connecting the

bent ends of said tongues.

2. In a cask, the combination with a series
of staves, of a metal hoop or band enclasping
the same and provided with tongues overlap-
ping the ends of the staves, and a tie-wire or
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band situated within the cask and engaged
by the tongues.

3. In a cask, the combination with a series
of staves, of a metal hoop or band enclasping
the same and provided with tongues overlap-
ping the ends of the staves, a tie-wire or band
situated within the cask and engaged with
the tongues, and means for securing the hoop
in position.

4. In a cask, the combination with a series
of staves, of a metal hoop or band enclasping
the same and provided with tongues overlap-
ping the ends of the staves, and a tie-wire or
band situated within the cask and having the
ends of the tongues folded around the same.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

. CHARLES M. ALGER.

Witnesses:

w J. Ross CoLHOUN,
| C. E. Royrz.
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