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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

PACKAGE DEVICE FOR SHIPPING AND DIS-
PLAYING ARTICLES, AND DISPLAY MAN-

‘TLE THEREFOR

Ludwig Ebert, New York, N. X,, assignor:to Ein-
son-Freeman Co., Inc., Long Island City, N. Y.,
‘a corporation of Delaware-

‘Application February 25, 1947, Serial No. 730,818
(C1..206—44)

3 Claims.
1

My present invention relates. generally ‘to the
display-of articles:of merchandise, and:has par-
ticular reference to-an improved package .device
for shipping articles'and also displaying the same.

Itis a general object of my invention to afford

a convenient and- effective means for .converting.

‘an ordinary shipping carton or box into an at-
tractive open-top display structure. The type
of box to which my invention is primarily directed
is of the substantially rectangular variety com-
posed of readily slittable material -such as cor-
rugated cardbeard or the like, in ‘which com-
modities such as bottles -of wine or the like are
conventionally shipped.

The invention is predicated, in part, upon the
recognition that a rectangular box of the char-
acter mentioned can be slit or severed along three
sides in such a manner that the two resultant
parts. of the box can be adjusted fo define front
and rear sections of an open-top display struc-
ture. Accordingly, one-objective of the invention
is to provide a shipping box composed of slittable
material and provided with certain special:mark-
ings or indicia Wthh facilitate the adaustment
mentioned.

‘A more particular -object of the invention iisto
provide a practical and inexpensive display
mantle, composed of simple sheet stock such as
light cardboard -or the like, which may be as-
sociated with the aforementioned display struc-
ture in an embracing relationship therefo, so as
to produce a resultant display of attractive ap-
pearance. This enables the storekeeper- who re-
ceives the ordinary shipping box (with the com-
modities in it) . to transform the box readily into
‘8, display  structure - of pleasing and -effective
character, which may be set up on the floor:or
on the counter to display the packaged com-
modities.

I achieve the foregoing general objectives and
“advantages, and such other objects and advan-
tages. as may hereinaffer appear or be pointed
‘out, in the manner ustratively: exemplified in
the accompanying drawings, in which:

TFigure'1l is a pérspective: view, from: the: rear,
of-a shipping ‘box of the present-character, show
in its original sealed condition;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the:same-box,
viewed from the front, after it has been:adjusted
into-a displaystructure;

Figure 3 is ‘a front view of the new display

mantle in a flat or collapsed condition; -

Pigure 4 is a front elevational view of the as-
sembled display-device, after the-mantle-of Figure
3 has been associated with the: structure -of
Figure 2;
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‘Figures.:5-and: 6-are:cross-sectional views taken
substantiglly -along the lines 5—35 and §—F§ -of
‘Figure4, respectively; .and )

Figure 7 is :a fragmentary enlarged cross-
sectional view taken substantially along the lme
T—T-of. Figure 5.

I Figure:1 T have:iltustrated a rectangular box
composed of corrugated cardboard or the like,
of ithe type which is custemarily used to accom-
modate a ‘dozen bottles of wine or the like. The
‘box ‘has bottom, top, front, rear and side walls,
‘of which ‘the top-wall 9, the rear. wall 10, and
one- of ‘the ‘side walls {1 :are visible in Figure 1.
In accordance ‘with my invention, the side walls
‘and the rear wall are provided with markings
which-indicate the-intersection with these walls
of a-plane inclined upwardly and rearwardly from
‘the midpoints of the front vertical edges. These

‘markings may assume the form of a printed line

‘or lines.. "Thus, the inclined line {2 ‘extends up-
wardly -and rearwardly from the midpoint £3 of
one - of ‘the front ‘vertical -edges of the ‘box. A
similar-line -(not visible in Figure 1) is provided
on the  opposite side wall of the box. On the
rear wall ‘19 the line 14 completes the required
marking. ‘The: line (4, obviously, is horizontal.
The lines 12 and 14 define the intersection with
the walls 10 and 1f ‘of a plane disposed in the
manner referred to. »

When the recipient of the package or box slits
the side.and rear walls along these markings, he
is.enabled ‘to swing the upper part of the box
into.-a position .in froni of the lower part. This

5 swinging movement takes place along a crease

or fold 15 which extends. horizontally between
the midpoint. 13 of one front vertical edge and
the corresponding midportion 18 of the other
“front vertical edge. This results in producing the
display structure shown most clearly in Figure 2.

It has.a relatively low rectangular front wall 17,

‘& rélatively high rectangular rear wall {8, and
trapezoidal ‘side walls each of which is formed
of two.:aligned sections. One:side wall is defined
by thesections: 19:and 20:-whose upper edges are

sincalignment along:a rearwardly rising line. The

oppositesside wall consists:of*the sections 21 and
22 whose upper-edgesare similarly.in alignment.

- The-structure {3 open at.the top and is provided

- with . middle partition 23 halfway between the

front:and rear walls {Tand i8.
Thave:illustratively shown g plurality of bottles
‘in. Figure 2, in the disposition in which they are
originglly packed.  When the box has Been ad~
“Justedinto the:display condition shown:in Figure

2; 'some 'of these bottles. may be withdrawn and




9,502,561

3

arranged in an attractive manner, either hori-
zontally, vertically, or in an inclined disposition,
in the forward compartment.

To conceal the fact that the display structure
is nothing more than the original shipping con-
tainer, and to afford means for associating adver-
tising matter with the display, the invention con-
templates the
mantle of the character shown most. clearly in
Figure 3. This mantle is composed of flat sheet

independent construction of:a

1o

stock, preferably light-weight cardboard or the

like, and consists of a loop having parallel spaced

hinge lines which define hingedly *connected .:

panels. The mantle is preferably composed of
two blanks of flat material, adhesively or othermse “1i

secured to each other.

The nether blank, as v1éwed in F1gu1e 3 has
a substantially rectangular body portion 24 de-

fined by spaced parallel fold lines 25 at the sides,
-and g transverse fold line 26 at the top. The lat-
‘ter fold line is composed of two spaced but aligned
portions, and between these portions the ma-
‘terial of the blank is preferably cut through along
a semi-circular line 27. The portion above the
lines 26—2T is designated by the reference nu-
meral 28. It is substantially rectangular, prefer-
ably slightly wider than the body portion 24, and
provided along its free edge 28 with notches 38

whose function will presently become apparent.

Hinged to the panel 24 along the lines 25 are
the trapezoidal panels 31. 'The trapezoidal shape
is achieved by virtue of the fact that the front

edge 32, though parallel to the rear edge 25, is
Extending from the "

shorter than the rear edge.
upper end of the edge 32 rearwardly toward the
fold line 25 is an inclined fold line 33. This line
does not extend all the way to the line 25.
Hingedly connected along the line 33 is a flap 34.

Secured to each panel 3{ along the forward *-

edge 32 is a small attachment tab or flap 35.

The forward or upper part of the mantle, as
viewed in Figure 3, is composed of a second blank
of flat material having a substantially rectangular
central panel 36 defined at its sides by the paraliel
fold lines 37, and at the top by a transverse fold
line 38, this line being parallel to the free edge
of the blank. Hinged along the line 38 is a rec-
tangular area 39 substantially equal in width to
the panel 36, and hinged along the line 40 is a
second rectangular area 41.

Extending laterally from each hinge line 37 is
g, trapezoidal panel 42 whose upper edge is defined
by an inclined hinge line 43. The outer edge of

each panel 42 is the same length as the corre-.

sponding edge 32 of the rear blank. Accordingly,
when the panels 42 are glued or otherwise secured
down upon the tabs 35, a continuous loop of sheet
material is formed, composed of hingedly con-
nected panels 36, 42, 31, 24, 3i and 42.

Connected to each panel 42 along the hinge line 60

43 is a flap 44 having substantlally the shape
indicated.
During the manufacture of the ‘mantle, each

blank is printed or embellished on only one sur-’

face. This is the front or uppermost surface of
‘the top blank (as shown in Figure 3) and- the bot-
tom or rear surface of the nether blank.

The mantle is $o designed; with respect tola
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particular shipping box (such as the box-shown -

in Figures 1 and 2) that the several hingedly con-
nected panels of the mantle correspond substan-
tially, in size and shape, to the corresponding
front, side and rear walls of the display structure
to be embraced. More particularly, the shallow =

70

“in embracing relation thereto.
‘designed that it will fit snugly around this struc-
- ture.

4

sponds in size and shape to the front wall 1T of
the structure of Figure 2; the panels 42 corre-
spond in size and shape to the side wall sections
19 and 2§ of Figure 2; the panels 31 correspond
substantially to the side wall sections 20 and 22
of Figure 2; and the body portion of the rear
panel 24 is adapted to overlie the rear wall 18 of
the display structure.

After the structure of Figure 2 has been created,
the mantle of Figure 3 is opened to bring each
panel 42 in alignment with the corresponding
adjacent panel 81. The resultant rectangular
loop is then applied to the structure of Figure 2
The mantle is so

To complete the assembly of the parts, the
flaps 34 and 84 are turned inwardly over the upper
edges of the side walls, as shown most clearly in
Figure 5, and the flaps 39 and &1 are turned rear-
wardly or inwardly over the upper edge of the
front wall 11. In accomplishing this last adjust-
ment, it will be observed from Figure 5 that the
area 39 lies against the rear surface of the front
wall 17, while the area 41 lies flat along the bottom.

It will be observed that the rear panel 24 of
the mantle is considerably higher than the rear
wall {§ of the display structure. Thus, the rear
panel which overlies the wall 1§ may be said to
have an upstanding extension. This extension is
foldable forwardly along an elevated hinge line
(afforded hy the lines 26, see Figure 3) ; and when
this folding is accomplished, the notches 39 are
adapted to engage with the upper edges of the

.side wall sections 20 and 22. This is shown most

clearly in Figures 5 and 7, and it will be observed
that this engagement not only helps to hold the
flaps 84 in their fclded-over condition, but also
braces the area 28 in a slightly inclined disposi-
tion in which the printed or embellished adver-
tising maftter is prescnted toward the front.

The portions of the panels 31 (Figure 3) adja-
cent to the lines 25 and above the level of the
lines 33 are not essential, but are provided for the
purpose of helping to brace the rear. panel 24,
thereby stiffening the entire mantle in its em-
braced relation to the display structure.

In applying the mantle, it will be observed that

o gliing or other tedious or difficult operations
are required. The storekeeper therefore has
available a convenient and expeditious means for
converting an ordinary shipping box into an at-
tractive and effective display structure immedi-
ately ready for use.

After the commodities have been soid or other-
wise disposed of, the structure is available for
subsequent use with other commeodities and arti-
cles, should the user so desire; or he may remove
the mantle from the box and apply it to another
box of corresponding shape and size. In any
event, the mantle is of such inexpensive character
that after it has served its purpose it may, if
desired, be completely discarded along with: the
empty box.

Obviously, each mantle is designed for use with
-a box or package of partmular and predetermlned
size and shape.

- In general, it will be understood that many of
the details herein described and illustrated may
readily be modified by those skilled in the art
without necessarily departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention as expressed in the ap-
pended claims.

- Having thus described my 1nvent1on and illus-
trated its use, what I claim as new and desire to

front panel 36 of the mantle (Figure 3) corre- ’15 secure by Letters Patent is:
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1. A display device comprising front and back
-sections each having surrounding walls including
. intermediate partition walls hinged together at

their upper edges, and said sections having the
upper edges of opposite side walls thereof in-
clined upwardly from front to back of the display
device, and a display mantle surrounding said
front and back sections as a unit and holding
said sections in side by side relation, said mantle

having flaps folded inwardly over the upper edges i

of the front wall and the opposite side walls of
said front and back sections on opposite sides of
the intermediate partition walls, and a display
panel at the rear side of the display mantle ex~
tending downwardly over the back section and
having notches in the lower edge thereof receiv-
ing the upper edges of the opposite side walls of
the back section with the flaps folded thereover,
holding said flaps in place thereon.

2. A package device for shipping articles and o

also displaying the same, comprising a rectangu-
lar box having front, rear and side walls, said
side and rear walls being slittable along a plane
inclined upwardly and rearwardly from the mid-

points of the front vertical edges, the resultant

upper box portion being turnable forwards to
open the box and to position said upper portion
in front of the lower box porfion to form an
open-top display structure, and a display mantle
embracing said structure and comprising a loop
of flat stock having hingedly connected front,
rear, and side panels substantially conforming in
size and shape to the front, rear, and side walls
of said display structure, the rear panel of said
display mantle having an upstanding extension,
said extension having a substantially horizontal
fold line, the part above said fold line being fold-
able forwardly along said line to present its rear
surface as a display area, said last-named part
having notches positioned to engage with the
upper edges of the side walls of the display
structure.

3. A package device for shipping articles and
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also displaying the same, comprising a rectangu-
lar box having front, rear and side walls, said
side and rear walls being slittable along a plane
inclined upwardly and rearwardly from the mid-
points of the front vertical edges, the resultant
upper box portion being turnable forwards to
open the box and to position said upper portion
in front of the lower bhox portion to form an
open-top display structure, and a display mantle
embracing said structure and comprising a loop
of flat stock having hingedly connected front,
rear, and side panels substantially conforming in
size and shape to the front, rear, and side walls
of said display structure, the side panels of said
display mantle being provided with fiaps foldable
inwardly over the upper edges of the correspond-
ing walls of said display structure, the rear panel
of said display mantle having an upstanding ex-
tension foldable forwardly and provided with
notches adapted to engage with the upper edges
of said side walls and thereby retain said flaps in
folded condition over said upper edges.
LUDWIG EBERT.
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