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ENTITLEMENT TO INVENTION
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(1) The inventor assigned his rights to BERYL MICHELE ROTTANBURG 
and MELINDA ANNE PAIKEN by virtue of an assignment dated 5 July 
1993.

(2) BERYL MICHELE ROTTANBURG and MELINDA ANNE PAIKEN 
assigned their rights to STAMP-N-READ HOLDINGS 
(PROPRIETARY) LIMITED by virtue of an assignment dated 
23 September 1994.

CONVENTION APPLICATION

We have entitlement from the applicant of the basic application listed on the patent 
request form by assignment.

The basic application listed on the request form is the first application made in a 
Convention country in respect of the invention.
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(57) Claim

1. A reading kit comprising at least one sheet of text, a

plurality of rubber stamps, and at least one ink pad; 

wherein the text consists of a storyline of which key 

portions have been omitted, and each rubber stamp 

contains an image corresponding to respective key 

portions of the text such that, in use, a reader may 

complete the story by stamping the appropriate image 

onto the sheet of text using the appropriate rubber stamp 

and ink pad.
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"EDUCATIONAL TOY"

The following statement is a full description of this invention, including the best method 
of performing it known to us.
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BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

This invention relates to games and educational material for children. 

More specifically it relates to a text wherein the reader provides part of 

the story by adding missing text, based on clues contained in the 

5 preceding and subsequent portions of the text.

It is known to provide stories wherein words are omitted and replaced 

by graphics which suggest what the missing words should be. More 

recent versions of this concept include books wherein missing text is 

added by the reader, typically a child, by way of affixing a sticker bearing 

10 the appropriate image into a gap in the text provided for this purpose.

While these books are popular, they have the disadvantage of being 

relatively expensive.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, a reading kit comprises at least one sheet of 

text, a plurality of rubber stamps, and at least one ink pad; wherein the 

text consists of a storyline of which key portions have been omitted, and 

5 each rubber stamp contains an image corresponding to respective key 

portions of the text such that, in use, a reader may complete the story 

by stamping the appropriate image onto the sheet of text using the 

appropriate rubber stamp and ink pad.

Typically the storyline would be suitable for young children who are 

10 learning to read. The text may be selected to be suitable for the 

entertainment or education of the reader, or for both purposes. Ink 

pads may be incorporated into the individual rubber stamps, or a 

separate ink pad may be provided which is adapted to be used to ink-up 

all of the stamps.

15 BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 shows an example of text in accordance with the

invention;

Figure 2 shows a selection of images for use with the text of

Figure 1; and

20 Figure 3 shows the text of Figure 1 in which certain portions 

have been completed using the images of Figure 2.



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring initially to Figure 1, a sheet of text 1 contains a storyline 

having a series of gaps 2 therein. The text is so set out that the text 

preceding and following each gap 2 suggests the nature of the missing 

5 text.

Figure 2 shows a plurality of images 3 selected to complete the storyline 

by their insertion into the gaps in the text. These images are contained 

on the faces of a plurality of rubber stamps depicted by dotted lines 4. 

In use, the reader of the text may, at each gap in the text, decide the 

1 θ nature of the missing text, select a rubber stamp bearing an image the 

corresponding to the missing text, ink this stamp using an ink pad 5 and 

stamp the appropriate image in the corresponding gap in the text.

Figure 3 illustrates the sheet of text of Figure 1 in which the gaps in the 

text have been completed by the insertion of stamped images from those 

15 shown in Figure 2.

The illustrated text contains a storyline suited to a person learning to 

read. Other forms of storyline may also be used, including those with 

a more overtly educational aim, as well as those aimed at older children 

or even adults, for either education or entertainment, or a combination 

20 of both.

Any form of rubber stamp may be used, including self-inking pads. For



- 5 -

children, and to increase the fun aspect of the activity, rubber stamps 

with one or more separate inked pads are preferred. Where more than 

one pad is provided, these may be of different colours to provide variety. 

A washable ink is preferred in order to minimise the possibility of 

5 damage to household furnishings and fittings by small children.

The text is preferably printed on paper which will readily accept the 

stamped images. That paper will preferably also be suitable for 

colouring-in with wax crayons or the like so that the printed images can 

be coloured-in. The kit will preferably be supplied with a plurality of 

10 different story sheets or books but the storyline of each will be adapted 

to be completed using the same set of rubber stamps supplied with the 

kit.

• · · ·
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:-

1. A reading kit comprising at least one sheet of text, a 

plurality of rubber stamps, and at least one ink pad; 

wherein the text consists of a storyline of which key 

portions have been omitted, and each rubber stamp 

contains an image corresponding to respective key 

portions of the text such that, in use, a reader may 

complete the story by stamping the apnropriate image 

onto the sheet of text using the appropriate rubber stamp 

and ink pad.

2. A reading kit according to claim 1 wherein the kit 

contains a number of different sheets of text each sheet of 

text consisting of a storyline of which key portions have 

been omitted, the key portions of the different texts 

corresponding with each other, at least to an extent, so 

that the same rubber stamps can be used to complete the 

storylines of the different texts.

3. A reading kit according to either preceding claim wherein 

at least some of the images comprise picture outlines so 

that the stamped image provides an outline picture which 

can be coloured in by the reader.

4. A reading kit according to any preceding claim wherein 

the rubber stamps each incorporate an ink pad.

5. A reading kit substantially as hereinbefore described with
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reference to the drawings.

DATED this sixth day of October, 1994

STAMP-N-READ HOLDINGS (PROPRIETARY)

Applicant

LIMITED

WRAY & ASSOCIATES
Perth, Western Australia
Patent Attorneys for Applicant.
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ABSTRACT

A reading kit comprises at least one sheet of text (1), a set of rubber 

stamps (4), and an ink pad (5). The text is in the form of a storyline of 

which key portions (2) have been omitted. Each rubber stamp has an 

image (3) which corresponds to a respective key portion in the text so 

that a reader may complete the story by stamping the appropriate image 

(3) onto the sheet using the appropriate rubber stamp and the ink pad. 

Typically the storyline would be suitable for young children who are
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learning to read.
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HERE COMES DADDY

It was nearly supper 
time and where 
was Daddy? Daniel 
went to the garden

and looked up and down the 2

He saw a lady pushing a

in a 2

the lawn.
He saw a boy riding a

2

• He saw a gardener

and a little spotted

2 ,but no Daddy yet. Soon someone came

along carrying a bag on his shoulder, could this be Daddy? No,

it was the 2 . He put some letters in the · 2

next door and walked past. A little 2 came up the

street. Could Daddy be in it? No. it was the milktruck.
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HERE COMES DADDY

It was nearly supper 
time and where 
was Daddy? Daniel 
went to the garden

He saw a gardener
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the lawn.
He saw a boy riding a and a little spotted

,but no Daddy yet. Soon someone came'
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along carrying a bag on his shoulder, could this be Daddy? No,

street. Could Daddy be in it? No. it was the milktruck.


