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Generically this invention relates to collapsible
containers, but it more especially is directed to
the basket type adapted to the carrying of gro-
ceries, and the like.

One of the principal cbjects of this invention
is the provision of a basket-like collapsikble con-
tainer constructed from paper, fabric, or cther
light and foldable mafterial, adapted to be dis-
carded after being used, but of such construc-
tion as to be susceptible of repeated use if de-
sired.

An important object of this invention is the
provision of a collapsible container having a fold-

able body portion of paper or the like and hinged-

leg and body supporting mempars, said body and
leg members being foldable into a flat compact
form, and when so folded and lifted by the han-
dles adapted to assume their normal extended
positions, said leg members additionally con-
stituting body reinforcing elements.

Another important cbject of this invention is
the provision of a collapsible container construct-
ed from paper or the like, having a rigid rein-
forcing frame carried by its upper edge, and con-
tainer embracing means hingedly carried by the
frame, said container and means being collapsible
into substantially superimposed relation, and
when so collapsed adapted to he handled or
shipped in stacked form.

A further object of this invention is the pro~
vision of a collapsibie container having a body
portion constructed from paper, or the like, a
reinforcing frame member surrounding the up-
per edge thereof, and means carried by the frame
constituting body reinforcing and supporting leg
elements, said means and body portion being
foldable into substantially flat positions with re-
spect to said frame, and without changing the
horizontal area of the container.

With these and other objects in view, which
will become apparent as the description pro-
ceeds, the invention resides in the construction,
combination and arrangement of parts, herein~
after more fully described and claimed, and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, in which
like characters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several figures, of which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved
collapsible container;

Fig. 2 is a side view of the container illustrated
in Fig. 1 in collapsed position;

Tig. 8 is a top plan view of Tig. 2;

Tig, 4 is o fragmentary detailed view of one
of the leg anchor members;

g, 5 is a fragmentary side elevation of a

(CL 229—41)

portion of the container showing a modified
form of leg and anchor structure;

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the anchor member
shown in Fig. 5; and '

Fig., 7 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing a @D
slightly modified form of handle structure, and
spreader means.

The devices with which I am familiar have
proven deficient in many respscts, some of which
are; being flimsy, bunglesome and unwieldy to £3
carry when filled; of an entirely non-rigid con-
struction: improperly reinforced and likely to tear
while being transported, ete.; and it was to over-
come such deficiencies and provide a collapsible
container of semi-rigid construction, adapted to 79
be folded into a compact form when not in use
and without increasing the normal horizontal
area thereof, and having a substantially rigid
frame member secured to and coextensive with
the upper edge of the foldable body portion, sub- 73
stantially U-shaped members hingedly connect-
ed to the frame, constituting when the container
is being carried reinforcing elements for the body
portion, and when placed on & suitable support-
ing surface, supporting legs coacting with said ggp
frame to prevent sagging of the body portion,
means Tor maintaining said leg members in brac-
ing position, and handle means for expeditiously
carrying the container when filled, that T de-
signed the device forming the subject matter of g5
this invention.

In the illustrated embodiment characterizing
this invention there is shown a basket-like col-
lapsible container A comprising a foldable body
portion 1, in the present instance rectangular in g9
configuration, preferably constructed from pa-
per, though it may be formed from fabric, open
mesh, or any composition material of a flexible
and foldable nature according to the exigencies
of ths particular regquirements. 95

Said body 1 is formed at its upper edge with a
hem 2 within which is adapted to be substan-
tialiy concealed a frame 3 preferably formed from
steel wire, copper wire, or the like, and the size
of which may be varied in accordance with the 100
particular requirements. The hem 2 is secured
about the frame 3 by stitching 4 or in any suit-
able manner. This frame constitutes a reinfore-
ing and supporting member and maintains the
body 1 in proper open position. 105

The sides 5 of body 1 are adapted to fold
inwardly on fold line 6 upon themselves in over-
lapping relation, and outwardly on diagonal lines
7, and lines 8 which are continuations of lines 6, ]
coincident with the similar folding of ends 8’ 110
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along fold lines 9, the overlapping sections of
ends 8 extending or dovetailing between the
overlapping sections of said sides aleng lines 7
bringing bottom 18 and frame 2 into superim-
posed relation to present z comnact fiat struc-
ture, and without changing the horizontal sur-
face arza of the containsr.

In order to structurally strengthen the device
and effect a more ready folding and unfolding
of the body portion as above described, an auxil-
iary bottom member 11 of g size correspending
to the inner dimensions of the bedy 1 and frame
3 is superimposed on the hottom 10 formed from
any desired material such as corrugated board,
cardboard, and the likz.

Mounted on each of the respective sides spaced
from the respective ends of the irame 3 is an
anchor member 12. The respective anchor
members may be stamped from sheet metal and
bent to form the depending section 13 and fur-
ther bent to form the stop section 14, the free end
of the horizontal portion 15 being bent or crimped
about frame 3 and firmly secured theretc by
soldering or in any suitabie manner. The sec-
tion 13 is formed with one or more inwardly
projecting protuberances or friction lock ele-
ments 16’, and with a perforation 18 adapted
to pivotally receive one of the free ends 17 of the
supporting leg and body reinforeing elements 18,
now to be described.

The respzctive substantially U-shaped or loop
elements 18 are preferably formed from steel or
copper wire, variable in size and rigidity as de-
sired. Each of said elements 18 comprises a pair
of leg portions 18 having their free ends extend-
ing through perforations 16 of opposed anchor
meambers 12 spaced from one end of frame 8, and
bent over or erimped to prevent their disengage-
ment therefrom. The horizontal section 20 in-
tegrally connecting the leg sections 19 and ex-
tending under the bottom 10 of the container is
of a greater length than the width of frame 3,
50 as to obtain a wider base and form with said
legs an angular bracing means for said frame
and body portion carried thersby. Said section
is also bent adjacent the legs 19 to form curved
recesses 21 and feet 22, the latter adapted to
support said section spaced above the support-
ing surface on which ths feet rast.

The stops 14 limit the hinged or swinging
movement of the U-shaped elements 18 and sup-
ports them at angles with respect to each other
so as to enlarge the supporting base ares and
effect a braced leg structure when in container
supporting position. Such arrangement also
permits the recesses 21 to engage over the sides
of the frame 3 of a similar container when g
number of containers are nested or placed one
above the other, as will b= clear without further
description.

In order that the filled containers may be
expeditiously carried even when the contents are
unevenly balanced, a pair of preferably cord han-
dles 23 are employed with their free ends looped
around the frams 3 adjacent the outer edges of
anchor members 12 and fastening the ends by
binding with cord, wire, or in any suitable man-
ner as at 23,

When it is desired to fold or collapse the con-
tainer A it is but hecessary to compress the bot-
tom 10 and top frame 3 into superimposed rela-
tion and move the leg assemblies in meeting and
overlapping relation against said & )ttom, or ini-
tially disengage the leg structurz’ rom the frig-
tion eclements 18’ and tum ti - ntainer over,
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whereupon by virtue of their own weight the
foldzble parts will assume their proper folded
positions,

It has been found desirable under certain con-
ditions to slightly change the leg and anchor
structures of the form of container hareinbefore
described, without departing from the scope or
spirit of my invention, and which modified struc-
ture is shown in Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawing, and
which will now be described.

This form is similar to Fig. 1, excent the hori-
zontal portion i5¢ is formed with a bayonet slot
24 having an elongated siot pertion 25 at onse
end adjacent frame 3¢ and extending in paral-
lelism therewith, and a similar but shorter slot
26 at the other end adjacent the outer edze of
member 15¢. Said member 15¢ is formed at its
inner edge with 2 tongue or clip membear 27 pro-
Jjecting diagonally beneath said member 15¢ with
its free end 28 terminating at a point substan-
tially in a vertical plane with respect to the end
of slot 26, and which may be cut out to conform
to the rounded surface of leg member 19q if
desired.

The sections 20g of the U-shaped elements
184 arve rotatably secured to the bottom 10 by
staples, straps, or other suitable means, and the
lez members 19¢ adjacent their respective lower
ends are curved outwardly towards the respective
ends of the containers az a$ 28’.
each of their ends, legs 18z are bent as at 29
oppositely to bends 28 and ocutwardly and up-
wardly projecting through slots 24 and termi-
nating in right angularly ex'ending portions 30,

which structure prevents complete disengage- i

ment of the legs from their anchor members 12¢.

iso formed on the outer surface of each of the
bends 29 is g notch 31 adapted to engage the end
28 when leg 19¢ is engaged in slot 28 and where-

by the same is rigidly locked with respect to i

anchor 12¢ and frame 2. When the respective
legs are so positioned, said elaments 18a consti-
tute braced rigiq supporting means for the frame
3a and body portion 1q.

This form of container B may be collapsed by ?

simply manually disengaging the upper ends of
legs 12¢ from clip member 27 and placing them
in slots 25, and as the bottom 10a is brought into
Superimposed relation with respect to frame 3a,
the sections 20¢ heing rotatably secured thereto
causes the leg portions 1%z to be projected
through slots 25 and, by means of curved por-
tions 28’, assume parallel positions with respect
to the edges of the frame and bottom sections
when said container hag reached complete folded
position,

The container may be restored to open or ex-
tended position by merely Iifting the folded con-
tainer by its handles, wheretupon it will assune
open position, and by moving the upper ends of
legs 1Sa into slots 28 bringing notches 31 into
engagement with ends 28 a rigid supporting
frame structure is effected as above described.

In adapting my improved device to certain
uses it is found expedient to modify the handle
structure 23, as shown in Fig. 7, and without de-
parting from the spirit or scope of my invention
as hereinbefore described. In this form of my
invention designated as C, the handle means 23p
is formed from the material from which the
folded body portion 1» is constructed, such ag
paper, fabric, and the like, and comprises g
strip or strap section 32 constituting a continua-
tion of the respective side portions of the body 1
and of a width equal to the
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anchor members 12b, tapering towards its free
end. Said members 32 being of lengths sufficient
to meet at points spaced from their extremities
and extending upward in overlapping relation, to
form the complemental gripping members 33,
each being formed with an opening 34.

Also in order to prevent any possitle distor-
tion of the frame 3b when the confents are of a
heavy nature, I have provided a spacer bar 35
suitably hinged to one side of the frame as at
36 and suitably detachably engageable with the
opposite side as at 37.

Trom the above it will be apparent that I have
designed a foldable or coliapsible basket con-
tainer comprising & foldable body portion adapt-
ed to be formed from a single piece of material
and if desired including the handle members,
and a single frame member attached only to the
upper edge of said body, and a pair of foldable
members hingedly or otherwise attached to the
frame constituting bracing suppotting legs and
body reinforcing means; or to express it more
concisely, a supporting frame and leg structure,
within which is suspended a container body por-
tion attached to the frame only at its upper edge,
the whole being foldakle into a flat compact
form, yet presenting a device simple in construc-
tion, manufacturable at an extremely low cost,
and efficient for the purposes intended.

Although in practice I have found that the
form of my invention illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing and referred to in the above
description as the preferred embodiment is the
most efficient and practical; vet realizing the
conditions concurrent with the adoption of my
invention will necessarily vary, I desire to em-
phasize that various minor changes in details of
construction, proportion and arrangement of
parts, may be resorted to within the scope of the
appended claims without departing from or sac-
rificing any of the principles of this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I
desire protected by Letters Patent is as set
forth in the following claims:

1. A collapsible container comprising a body
portion predeterminedly foldable, a supporting
frame connected to the upper edge of the body
portion, anchor imeans carried by said Irame,
supporting leg and body reinforcing elements
carried by said body and slidable in said anchor
means, means carried by the anchor means de-
tachably engageable with said leg elaments to
rigidly connect the same with said anchor means
to maintain the legs in container-supporting po-
sition, said body portion and leg elements
adapted to be folded with respect to said frame
to effect a substantially flat compact structure.

9. A collapsible container comprising a fold-
able body portion, a supporting frame connected
to the upper edge of the body portion, anchor
means carried by said frame, supporting leg and
bedy reinforcing elements movably carried by
said body and slidable in said gnchor means,
said leg elements formed adjacent their free
ends with notches, clip means carried by the
anchor means detachably engageabdle with said
notches to rigidly connect said elements with
the anchor means to maintain the same in con-
tainer~-supporting position, whereby folding of
said body portion effects folding of said legs
with respect to said frame into a substantially
flat compact structure.

3. A collapsible container comprising a fold-
able body portion, a supporting frame connected
to the upper edge of the body portion, anchor
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means carried by said frame, supporting leg
and body reinforcing elements carried by said
body and slidably in said anchor means, clip
means carried by the anchor means detachably
engageable with the free ends of said leg ele-
ments to rigidly connect the same with said
anchor means to maintain the legs in frame-sup-
porting position when resting on a supporting
medium and constituting container reinforcing
and supporting elements when the container is
being carried in extended position, whereby fold-
ing of said body portion with respect to the frame
likewise effects folding of the leg elements with
respecs to said frame to effect a substantially flat
compact structure.

4, A collapsible container comprising a body
and handle means therefor formed from a single
piece of foldable material, a supporting frame
comprising side and end portions connected to
the body at its upper edge, anchor means con-
nected to the respective side portions atb points
spaced from their ends, frame-supporting leg
and body reinforcing and supporting elements
adapted to embrace the body and movably con-
nected to said anchor means, brace and retain-
ing means carried by the anchor means adapted
to maintain the legs in frame-supporting posi-
tion, whereby said body is adapted to be folded
into substantially flat superimposed relation with
respect to the frame and said legs into overlap-
ping and overlying relation with respect to said
body.

5. A collapsible container comprising a body
portion formed from foldable material, a sup-
porting frame comprising end and side sections
connected to the upper edge of the body portion,
anchor means carried by said side sections at
points spaced from their ends, frame-supporting
and body-embracing leg elements, movably coun-
nected to said anchor means, means carried by
said anchor means coacting with said leg ele-
ments to maintain the latter in frame-support-
ing position and normally prevent folding of said
legs, said legs additionally constituting body re-
inforeing and supporting means when the body
is in extended position, whereby said legs are
adapted to effect folding of said body with re-
spect to the frame when brought e folded po-
sitions without changing the horizontal area of
the device.

6: A collapsible container comprising a body
porticn predeterminedly foldable, a rectangular
supporting. frame connected to the upper edge of
the body portion, anchor means carried by the
respective sides of the frame spaced from the
ends thereof, supporting leg and body embracing
reinforcing elements having their free ends
hingedly connected to said anchor means, stop
means carried by the anchor means adapted to
limit movement of said legs in one direction and
constituting a brace means when the container
is resting on a supporting medium, and friction
elements carried by the anchors for normally
maintaining the legs in expanded or supporting
position, whereby said legs constitute frame sup-
porting elements when resting on a support and
container reinforcing and supporting elements
when the container is being carried, said legs
adapted to be folded into overlapping relation
with respect to said body and causing said body
to be folded into superimposed relation with re-
spect to said frame to form a substantially flat
compact structure when the device is not in use.

JOHN H. PHILLIPS.
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