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FLEXBLE HAIR ROLLER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a flexible hair roller having a 
resilient, open cell central core Surrounded by a Soft Outer 
covering So that the hair roller can be folded upon itself and 
Snap-locked in a closed loop configuration to provide the 
wearer with a variety of dry hair styles (e.g. a spiral curl) 
without using caustic chemicals or damaging heat. 

2. Background Art 
Hair rollers have long been used to enable a wearer to 

Style his/her hair. In this regard, conventional hair rollers are 
typically characterized as being relatively heavy, of large 
Size and manufactured from a hard (e.g. closed cell or 
plastic) material. Consequently, Such hair rollers are uncom 
fortable to wear during the night, are inconvenient to Store 
and/or transport, are not easily washable and tend to be 
obtrusive and unsightly when Several are worn at the same 
time. What is more, many conventional hair rollers are best 
Suited for use when the wearer's hair is wet and/or in 
combination with potentially caustic chemicals and damag 
ing heat. 
Some hair rollers are known to have a central wire 

extending therethrough. These rollers are not altogether 
flexible and are Sometimes inconvenient to use. That is to 
Say, the ends of the central wire, although covered, are 
known to tangle in the wearer's hair. In addition, these 
rollers are not very comfortable to sleep on and are often 
difficult to manipulate. 

Examples of conventional flexible hair rollers are avail 
able by referring to one or more of the following United 
States patents: 

4,540,006 Sep. 10, 1985 
4,572,221 Feb. 25, 1986 
4,648,414 Mar. 10, 1987 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A flexible hair roller is disclosed having particular appli 
cation for Styling dry hair and including an elongated, 
generally tubular central core that is formed from a Soft and 
resilient open cell material. The central core is Surrounded 
by and Sealed within an outer covering that is formed from 
a Soft, towel-like material. The outer covering is longer than 
the central core So that a generally flat wing is established at 
each end of the hair roller. A Snap is affixed to the wing at 
one end of the hair roller, and a Snap catch is affixed to the 
wing at the opposite end of the hair roller. The Snap and Snap 
catch are adapted to be detachably connected together when 
the hair roller is folded upon itself so that the opposite ends 
thereof are turned towards and moved into contact with one 
another. In this case, the hair roller is retained in a closed 
loop configuration. 

In use, the flexible hair roller is first laid flat and in 
transverse alignment acroSS Some of the wearer's hair to be 
curled. Next, the hair roller is rotated So that the wearer's 
hair is rolled up therearound. The flexible hair roller is then 
folded upon itself into a loop configuration, and the Snap and 
Snap catch are detachably connected to one another to hold 
the opposite ends of the roller together. It may be desirable 
for two or more of the flexible hair rollers in the loop 
configuration to be linked together for creating a Small chain 
and thereby controlling the location of the wearer's curls and 
the curling Style. Because of its Soft and flexible nature, the 
wearer may sleep on the hair roller in either of the flat or 
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2 
folded configurations while avoiding discomfort and achiev 
ing a non-permanent hair style (e.g. a spiral curl) without the 
use of chemicals or heat. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the flexible hair roller 
which forms the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the hair roller of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a croSS-Section of the hair roller taken along lines 

3- 3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 shows the hair roller laid flat against and across 

Some of the wearer's hair to be curled; 
FIG. 5 shows the wearer's hair rolled up around the hair 

roller of FIG. 4; 
FIGS. 6 and 7 show the hair roller of FIG. 5 folded upon 

itself and held in a loop configuration; and 
FIG. 8 shows two of the hair rollers in the loop configu 

ration after being linked together. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The flexible hair roller 1 which forms the present inven 
tion is initially described while referring to FIGS. 1-3 of the 
drawings. Hair roller 1 includes an elongated, generally 
cylindrical central core 2 (best shown in FIG. 3) that is 
formed from a Soft and resilient open cell material (e.g. 
polyurethane). That is to say, the central core 2 of hair roller 
1 may be bent back upon itself for an advantage that will be 
described in greater detail hereinafter when referring to 
FIGS. 6-8. Moreover, because of the Soft construction of the 
central core 2, the wearer will not suffer appreciable dis 
comfort when Sleeping through the night with a plurality of 
hair rollers 1 being used to curl the wearer's hair. 
The central core 2 of hair roller 1 is surrounded by and 

Sealed within an envelope or outer covering 4. The covering 
4 is a Soft, absorbent and towel-like material, Sometimes 
known as Terry cloth. To complete the assembly of hair 
roller 1, the central core 2 is first placed within the outer 
covering 4 and the covering is then closed around the core 
2. The opposing edges of the covering 4 are Stitched together 
to form a longitudinally extending Seam (designated 6 in 
FIG. 1), whereby to retain the central core 2 at the interior 
of the Outer covering 4. 
The central core 2 is preferably slightly shorter than the 

outer covering 4 which is closed therearound. Therefore, a 
pair of relatively narrow and generally flat wings 8 are 
established at opposite ends of the hair roller 1. A conven 
tional snap 10 is affixed to the wing 8 at one end of the hair 
roller 1, and a conventional receptacle or Snap catch 12 is 
affixed to the wing 8 at the opposite end of the hair roller 1. 
As will soon be described, the Snap 10 and snap catch 12 are 
adapted to be detachably connected together when the 
flexible hair roller 1 is folded upon itself so that the opposite 
ends thereof are turned towards and moved into contact with 
one another. In this case, and as is best shown in FIG. 6, the 
hair roller 1 can be retained in a closed loop configuration 
with the opposing wings 8 held in face-to-face alignment. 

FIGS. 4-8 of the drawings describe the application and 
use of the flexible hair roller 1 of this invention for curling 
and Styling the hair of the wearer without chemicals or 
damaging heat. Referring first to FIG. 4, the hair roller 1 is 
laid flat against and in transverse alignment acroSS Some of 
the hair 15 to be curled. The wearer's hair is preferably dry, 
although the hair may contain a mousse, a gel, or the like. 
In FIG. 5, the hair roller 1 is then rotated a Suitable number 
of times such that the wearer's hair 15 is rolled up there 
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around. It may be appreciated that the outer covering 4 
provides a relatively rough Surface for keeping the hair 15 
rolled up around the roller 1. 

Next, and as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the resilient nature 
of the central core 2 enables the flexible hair roller 1 to be 
easily bent into a loop configuration with the wearer's hair 
15 retained between opposing halves. The Snap 10 and the 
Snap catch (designated 12 in FIG. 4) are now detachably 
connected together, whereby the wings 8 at opposite ends of 
the roller 1 are located face-to-face one another to prevent 
the roller 1 from returning to the flat configuration of FIG. 
5. In this Same regard, and because the hair roller 1 is 
characterized as being both Soft and lightweight, the wearer 
will experience minimal discomfort when sleeping in one or 
more of the hair rollers 1 that have been bent into the loop 
configuration of FIGS. 6 and 7. 

Lastly, and turning now to FIG. 8, the wearer has the 
option of linking together two or more hair rollers 1 that 
have been bent and closed in the loop configuration. The 
foregoing interlinking has the effect of creating a Small chain 
for controlling the tightness and location of the wearer's 
curls. Moreover, all of the inter-linked hair rollers 1 can be 
urged to a particular location at the wearer's head So as to 
achieve a particular Styling effect. Of course, the hair rollers 
1 may be easily opened and uncoupled from one another by 
Simply unsnapping the Snap 10 from its mating Snap catch 12 
and unrolling the wearer's hair 15 so as to enable hair roller 
1 to return to its initial flat configuration. 
The flexible hair roller 1 described above is particularly 

applicable to dry hair and enables the wearer to achieve a 
nonpermanent (e.g. spiral) curl that can be washed out the 
next day. The hair roller 1 is readily washable, easy to 
package and transport, comfortable to wear through the 
night, and Simple to use for providing a variety of different 
hair Styles without the cost and inconvenience of a Salon. 

It will be apparent that while a preferred embodiment of 
the invention has been shown and described, various modi 
fications and changes may be made without departing from 
the true Spirit and Scope of this invention. 

Having thus set forth the preferred embodiment, what is 
claimed is: 

1. A hair Styling System including a plurality of flexible 
hair rollers to be worn during Sleep So as to enable the 
wearer's hair to be styled without Subjecting the wearer to 
appreciable discomfort, each of Said plurality of flexible hair 
rollers comprising a first end and an opposite end, an 
elongated central core formed from a Soft, resilient material 
and extending between Said first and opposite ends, a Soft 
outer covering Surrounding Said central core and forming a 
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Surface around which the wearer's hair can be rolled, and 
first and Second fasteners located respectively at Said first 
and opposite ends So as to be mated to one another for 
connecting Said first and Second ends together, a first of Said 
plurality of flexible hair rollers being folded to move said 
first end thereof towards Said opposite end and thereby 
connect Said first and Second fasteners together for retaining 
said first hair roller in a closed loop, said first flexible hair 
roller in Said closed loop being interlinked with at least a 
second of said plurality of flexible hair rollers in said closed 
loop to form a chain therebetween. 

2. The hair Styling System including a plurality of flexible 
hair rollers as recited in claim 1, wherein Said resilient 
material from which Said elongated central core is formed is 
a Soft, open cell material. 

3. The hair styling system including a plurality of flexible 
hair rollers as recited in claim 1, wherein Said Soft Outer 
covering is an absorbent, towel material. 

4. The hair Styling System including a plurality of flexible 
hair rollers as recited in claim 1, wherein Said first fastener 
is a Snap and Said Second fastener is a Snap catch. 

5. The hair styling system including a plurality of flexible 
hair rollers as recited in claim 1, wherein Said first and 
opposite ends at which Said first and Second fasteners are 
located are flat. 

6. The hair styling system including a plurality of flexible 
hair rollers as recited in claim 1, wherein Said elongated 
central core is a cylinder that extends Substantially the entire 
length of said roller from said first end thereof to said 
opposite end. 

7. A method for styling hair by wearing a flexible plurality 
of hair rollers, wherein each of said plurality of flexible hair 
rollers comprises a first end and an opposite end, an elon 
gated central core formed from a Soft, resilient material and 
extending between Said first and opposite ends, a Soft Outer 
covering Surrounding Said central core and forming a Surface 
around which the wearer's hair can be rolled, and first and 
Second fasteners located respectively at Said first and oppo 
Site ends So as to be mated to one another for connecting Said 
first and Second ends together, Said method including the 
Steps of 

folding a first of said plurality of hair rollers to move said 
first end thereof towards Said opposite end and mating 
Said first and Second fasteners together for retaining 
Said hair roller in a closed loop; and 

linking Said first hair roller in Said closed loop with at least 
a Second of Said plurality of hair rollers in Said closed 
loop to form a chain therebetween. 
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