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(57) ABSTRACT 
A table suitable for use as a picnic or patio table is 
provided comprising a metal drum having integrally 
formed, annular ribs thereon, the drum being verti 
cally disposed with one end resting upon a supporting 
surface. An extended-area top is provided having a 
central opening formed therein through which the 
upper end of the drum extends, the top being sup 
ported by the upper rib. 

7 Claims, 14 Drawing Figures 
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TABLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates generally to tables, and more 

particularly to a table wherein the top is supported on a 
barrel or drum. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Conventional tables comprise a table top and a sup 

port therefor, the support generally comprising a plu 
rality of legs or a central pedestal. One form of picnic 
or patio table includes a circular metal top with a metal 
leg structure, the top having a central hole formed 
therein for receiving an umbrella. Another form of pic 
nic or patio table comprises a rectangular wooden top 
with elongated benches secured to the legs thereof. 
Both of these forms of tables are relatively costly. It is 
known to provide a small cocktail-type table by sup 
porting a top on the upper end of a small barrel or keg. 
However, there is a need for a relatively inexpensive 
table suitable for use as a patio or picnic table, and par 
ticularly for use in play and campgrounds which can be 
assembled at the site and which has the paper height for 
use with conventional folding chairs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In its simplest form, I have provided a table compris 

ing a top formed of suitable material, such as hard 
board, the top having a central opening therein so that 
it may be placed over the upper end of a conventional 
metal drum standing vertically with one end thereof 
being supported upon the ground, the top resting upon 
and being supported by the upper rib of the drum. A 
conventional 55-gallon drum is approximately 33 
inches in overall length and when it is positioned verti 
cally with one end resting upon the ground the upper 
rib is approximately 22 to 23 inches above the ground, 
thus providing a suitable height for the table top to per 
mit placing folding chairs therearound. 

In its broader aspects, the invention provides a table 
comprising a tubular member having an axis, opposite 
ends, and a wall extending between the ends and coaxi 
al with the axis, one of the ends being a support for the 
table with the axis thus extending vertically. An ex 
tended-area table top is provided having a planar upper 
surface, the top having an opening extending 
therethrough. The tubular member extends through the 
opening with the top being intermediate the opposite 
ends and with the upper surface being normal to the 
axis of the tubular member, and means are provided fo 
supporting the top on the tubular member. 

It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide 
an improved table of the picnic or patio variety charac 
terized by its simplicity and relatively low cost. 
The above-mentioned and other features and objects 

of this invention and the manner of attaining them will 
become more apparent and the invention itself will be 
best understood by reference to the following descrip 
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tion of an embodiment of the invention taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side view, partly in cross-section, illustrat 
ing the simplest embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a top view of the embodiment of FIG. 1; 

2 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, side cross-sectional view 

taken generally along the line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is afragmentary, side view, partly in cross-sec 

tion, illustrating another embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 5 is a top view showing a modification of the 

embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2 wherein an enlarged top 
is supported by two metal drums; 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary side view, partly in cross-sec 
tion, illustrating another embodiment of the invention 
wherein the table top is supported on a wooden or a 
simulated wood barrel or keg; 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary side, cross-sectional view, 
showing another embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view taken 
generally along the line 8-8 of FIG.7; 

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary top view of the embodiment 
of FIGS. 7 and 8; 

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view show 
ingyetanother embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary side view, partly in cross 
section, illustrating a modification of the invention; 

FIG. 12 is a top view of a modification of the embodi 
ment of FIGS. 1 and 2; 

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view taken generally 
along the line 13-13 of FIG. 12; and 

FIG. 14 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view show 
ing an adaptation of the modification of FIGS. 12 and 
13 to form a multi-tier table. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings, 
the illustrated embodiment, generally indicated at 12, 
comprises a conventional metal drum 14 and a top 16 
supported thereon. Drum 14 is essentially cylindrical, 
having an axis 18, opposite ends 20 and 22 and a side 
wall 24 extending therebetween. Drum 14 is disposed 
with its axis 18 extending vertically and with its end 20 
resting upon a supporting surface 26, such as the 
ground. Wall 24 of drum 14 has conventional annular 
ribs 28, 30 integrally formed thereon. 
Top 16 is formed of suitable material, such as hard 

board or plywood. In the illustrated embodiment, top 
16 is shown as being octagonal in configuration, 
although it may equally advantageously have other 
configurations such as square or circular. Two tops 16 
may advantageously be cut from a single 4-foot by 8 
foot sheet of plywood. 
Top 16 has a central, circular opening 32 formed 

therethrough having a diameter slightly larger than the 
outside diameter of wall 24 of drum 14 and smaller 
than the outside diameter of ribs 28.30. Top 16 is posi 
tioned over the upper end 22 of drum 14, upper end 22 
extending upwardly through opening 32 and the 
peripheral area of the bottom surface of top 16 ad 
jacent opening 32 engaging and being supported by 
upper rib 30, top 16thus being disposed parallel with 
supporting surface 26 and normal to axis 18. 
A conventional 55-gallon metal drum is approxi 

mately 35 inches in overall length, has an outside 
diameter of approximately 22-%ths inches, and ribs 28, 

5 30 are approximately 10 to 11 inches from ends 20, 22 
respectively. It will thus be seen that with top 16 sup 
ported on the upper rib 30, the top will be disposed ap 
proximately 20 to 23 inches above the supporting sur 
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face 26, which is a desirable height for use with conven 
tional folding chairs. It can further be seen that with the 
outside diameter of drum 14 being approximately 22 
%th inches and with the top 16 being cut from a 4x6 
foot sheet of hardboard or plywood, ample area is pro 
vided on the upper surface of top 16 surrounding the 
projecting portion of drum 14. In order to stabilize top 
16 so it will not wobble, three equally spaced blocks 34 
may be secured to the upper surface 36 of top 16 ad 
jacent opening 32 either by suitable adhesives or by 
suitable screws 36. Blocks 34 may then be secured to 
wall 24 of drum 14 by suitable screws 38, as best seen 
in FIG, 3. 
Drum 14 may have the top end 40 removed so the 

drum may be utilized as a trash receptacle. Alternative 
ly, where the top end 40 of drum 14 has not been 
removed, a small central opening 42 may be formed 
therein for receiving an umbrella, as best seen in FIG. 
2. 

Referring now briefly to FIG. 4 in which like ele 
ments are indicated by like reference numerals, if it is 
desired to position top 16 at a higher elevation above 
the supporting surface 26, a suitable annular clamping 
ring 44 in the nature of a hose clamp may be attached 
to side wall 24 of drum 14 between the upper rib 30 
and upper end 22 with top 16 resting thereon and being 
supported thereby. Another annular clamping ring 46 
may then be attached to wall 24 of drum 14 above top 
16 and engaging the upper surface 36 thereof stabilize 
to stabilized top 16. 

Referring now briefly to FIG. 5, it will be seen that an 
elongated, rectangular top 16' may be provided having 
two spaced-apart openings 32' formed therein so the 
top 16' may be supported on two spaced-apart drums 
14", as shown. Thus, top 16' may conveniently be 
formed from a 4 X 8-foot sheet of hardboard or 
plywood. 

Referring briefly to FIG. 6, a wood or simulated 
wood barrel or keg 48 may be employed having an out 
wardly curved side wall 50 extending between its op 
posite ends 20, 22. Top 16 may then have a tapered 
central opening 52 formed therein conforming to the 
curvature of side wall 50, opening 52 being larger than 
the outside diameter of barrel 48 at its upper end 22 
and smaller than its maximum outside diameter at point 
54 midway between its ends 20, 22. Thus, when top 16 
is positioned over end 22, its tapered opening 52 will 
engage the curved sidewall 50 midway between upper 
end 22 and midpoint 54, thereby supporting top 16. 

Referring now to FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, an embodiment is 
shown wherein top 16 is formed of a plurality of separa 
ble metal or plastic segments, thus facilitating packag 
ing and shipment of top 16 in knock-down form. Here, 
top 16 comprises a plurality of segments 56, each hav 
ing side edges 58 which extend radially with respect to 
axis 16 of drum 14. Radially extending flanges 60 
respectively depend from side edges 58. When assem 
bled, side edges 58 and flanges 60 are arranged in 
abutting relationship and are secured together by suita 
ble screws 62, thus holding top 16 in assembled rela 
tionship. 

Flanges 60 have inner edges 64 which terminate ad 
jacent opening 32 and bottom edges 66 adjacent inner 
edges 64 which engage and are supported by the top 
annular rib 30, as best seen in FIG. 7. It will be ob 
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4 
served that the vertical height of flanges 60 adjacent 
the inner ends 64 can be selected to position top 16 at 
the desired elevation above the supporting surface 26. 

Referring now to FIG. 10, top 16 may be integrally 
formed of suitable sheet metal or plastic, and may have 
an annular flange 68 depending from its central open 
ing 32. Flange 68 embraces sidewall 24 of drum 14 with 
its bottom edge 70 engaging and being supported by rib 
30. Flange 68 may be secured to sidewall 24 by a plu 
rality of radially spaced-apart setscrews 72. 

Referring now to FIG. 11, in the case of any of the 
above-described embodiments of the invention, an in 
verted, cup-shaped member 74 formed of suitable 
material such as plastic or metal, may be provided posi 
tioned over upper end 22 of drum 14 with its bottom 
edge 70 engaging upper surface 36 of top 16. If desired, 
a conventional "Lazy Susan' tray 78 may be rotatably 
mounted on top of member 74, as at A. 

It will be observed that all of the embodiments of the 
invention, with the exception of the embodiment of 
FIG. 6, utilize conventional metal drums, such as the 
drums in which commercial chemicals are shipped. 
Used drums of this type are commonly available at a 
relatively low cost. The tops 16 of the several embodi 
ments can be readily and inexpensively fabricated and 
can be readily mounted on the drums at the use site 
with simple hand tools. It will be observed that all of the 
embodiments of the invention are characterized by 
their simplicity and ruggedness. Thus, the table of the 
invention particularly lends itself to use as a picnic 
table for play and campgrounds. 

Referring now to FIGS. 12 and 13 in which like ele 
ments are indicated by like reference numerals and 
similar elements by primed reference numerals, a plu 
rality, shown as four, of equally radially spaced-apart 
slots 80 extend outwardly from opening 30" in top 16. 
Edges 82 which define opening 30' curvedly taper in 
wardly toward side wall 84 of barrel 14 from each slot 
80 to the adjacent slot, thereby to provide tapered 
openings 86 between edges 82 and side wall 84 of bar 
rel 14 which progressively decrease in width between 
one slot 80 and the next. . 
A plurality of support members 88, equal in number 

to the number of the slots 80, are provided. In the illus 
trated embodiment, each of the support members 88 
has a plurality of vertically spaced-apart notches 90 
formed therein. In assembling the table of FIGS. 12 and 
13, each of the support members 88 is inserted through 
a respective slot 80 in top 16, corresponding notches 
90 are aligned with edges 82, bottom ends 92 of sup 
port members 88 are engaged with a rib, shown here as 

55 

60 

65 

being rib 28, and then the support members 88 are 
moved radially in tapered openings 86 until they are 
wedged into engagement with side wall 84 and edges 
82, as shown. Thus, engagement of the bottom ends 92 
of support members 88 with rib 28 supports top 16, 
with the wedging engagement of the support members 
with the side wall 84 of barrel 14 and edges 82 provid 
ing the requisite stabilized support for top 16. 

It will be seen that the provision of a plurality of ver 
tically spaced-apart notches 90 in support members 88 
affords selective adjustment of the height of top 16 
above supporting surface 26. It will further be observed 
in FIG. 13 that the uppermost notch90 is more closely 
spaced from the upper end 94 of support members 88 
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than the lowermost notch is spaced from the bottom 
end 92. This permits support members 88 to be 
reversed thereby to provide still greater flexability in 
the height of top 16 above supporting surface 26. 

It will be seen that the length of support members 88 
generally corresponds to the spacing between ribs 28 
and 30, which varies between 8 inches and 9 inches in 
the case of a conventional drum. Support members 88 
are preferably made of wood and in a specific embodi 
ment, were 8-% inches in length, 1-94 inches wide, and 
% inches thick with notches 90 being one-fourth inch 
deep. It will be readily apparent that support members 
88 may be disposed above the upper rib 30 with bottom 
ends 92 in engagement therewith, thereby to provide a 
still greater range of adjustment of the height of top 16. 

Referring now to FIG. 14 in which like elements are 
still indicated by like reference numerals, it will be seen 
that a multi-tiered table may be provided by the use of 
the notched supporting members 88. In the illustrated 
embodiment, three progressively smaller tops 16-1, 
16-2 and 16-3 are provided, each having the slots 80 
and tapered edges 82 of the embodiment of FIGS. 12 
and 13. Tops 16-1, 16-2 are mounted on lower support 
member 88-1 disposed between ribs 28, 30 with its bot 
tom end engaging rib 28. THe upper top 16-3 is sup 
ported by block 88-2 having its bottom end 92 engag 
ing rib 30. If desired for additional stability and/or per 
manence of the top heights after assembly, blocks 88 
may be secured to side wall 84 of drum 14 by suitable 
screws 96. 

It will be readily seen that the portion of top 16 
which is cutout to form opening 32 of the embodiment 
of FIGS. 1 and 2, or opening 32' of the embodiment of 
FIGS. 12-14, may be employed to cover the top of 
drum 40 (if the drum has been opened at one end), or 
for a lazy susan, such as shown at 78 in FIG. 11. It will 
further be seen that by reason of the above-mentioned 
wedging action of support members 88 between side 
wall 84 of drum 14 and edges 82 of top 16, a top 16 
may be supported on a smooth-sided, cylindrical drum 
having no ribs. The wedging action alone may provide 
the requisite support for the top, however support 
members 88 may be additionally secured to the side 
wall of such a smooth-sided drum by screws 96. 
While there have been described above the princi 

ples of this invention in connection with specific ap 
paratus, it is to be clearly understood that this descrip 
tion is made only by way of example and not as a limita 
tion to the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A table comprising: a barrel having an axis, op 
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6 
posite ends and a side wall extending between said ends 
and concentric with said axis, each of said ends having 
a diameter greater than one-half the overall axial length 
of said barrel, one of said ends being the sole support 
for said table with said axis extending vertically, said 
side wall having an enlarged portion intermediate said 
ends and having a diameter greater than that of each of 
said ends; an extended area table top having a planar 
upper surface, said top having an opening extending 
therethrough, said barrel extending through said open 
ing, said top being intermediate said opposite ends with 
said upper surface normal to said axis and being sup 
ported on said enlarged portion, a plurality of circum 
rential aced-a support members respectivel SESS; ESSEE s Sig SE 55 

the side wall of said barrel. 
2. The table of claim 1 wherein each of said support 

members has at least one notch formed therein with the 
edge of said top which defines said top opening being 
seated therein. 

3. The table of claim 2 wherein said top has a plurali 
ty of circumferentially spaced-apart slots extending 
outwardly from said opening and respectively having 
segments of said edge extending therebetween whereby 
said support members may initially be respectively 
positioned in said slots and then rotated about said axis 
to positions in engagement with said side wall of said 
barrel, and with the respective edge segments seated in 
said notches. 

4. The table of claim3 wherein each of said edge seg 
ments tapers inwardly toward said side wall from one 
said slot to the next whereby said support members are 
wedged in said positions. 

5. The table of claim 2 wherein each of said support 
members has a plurality of vertically spaced-apart 
notches formed therein thereby to provide for selective 
adjustment of the height of said top. 

6. The table of claim 2 wherein each of said support 
members has a plurality of vertically spaced-apart 
notches formed therein, said edge of said top being 
seated in corresponding ones of said notches in said 
support members, and further comprising a second 
table top having an opening formed therein, the edge of 
said second top which defines said opening therein 
being seated in corresponding other notches in said 
support members and being in spaced, parallel relation 
ship ship with said first-named top. - 

7. The table of claim 1 wherein said barrel has as an 
nular rib thereon, said support members respectively 
having bottom ends engaging said rib. 

sk k. k. k. k. 


