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Hatch Act Social Media Quick Guide 
 

Please note that this Quick Guide is not comprehensive.  For complete guidance, see Hatch Act Guidance on Social Media. 
 
 

FOR ALL FEDERAL EMPLOYEES 

 
 

FOR FURTHER RESTRICTED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ONLY 
 

Social Media Action May Not Do 
Anytime 

May Not Do on 
Duty or at Work 

May Do 
Anytime 

1. Like, share, or retweet a post that solicits political contributions, including invitations to fundraising events X   
2. Post or tweet a message that solicits political contributions or invites people to a fundraising event X   
3. Use an alias on social media to solicit a political contribution for a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan 

political group  
X 

  

4. Use a social media account designated for official purposes to post or share messages directed at the success or failure of 
a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political group 

X 
  

5. Engage in political activity on a personal social media account if you use such an account for official purposes or post in 
your official capacity 

X 
  

6. Send to subordinates, or a subset of friends that includes subordinates, any message that is directed at the success or 
failure of a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political group 

X 
  

7. Use your official title or position when posting messages directed at the success or failure of a political party, candidate 
in a partisan race, or partisan political group 

X 
  

8. Post, like, share, or retweet a message in support of or opposition to a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or 
partisan political group 

 
X 

 

9. Like, follow, or friend the social media account of a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political 
group 

 X  

10. Use an alias on social media to engage in any activity that is directed at the success or failure of a political party, 
candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political group 

 X  

11. Accept invitations to, or mark yourself as “attending,” a fundraising event on social media 
 

X 
 

12. Include your official title or position and where you work in your social media profile, even if you also include your 
political affiliation or otherwise use your account to engage in political activity 

  
X 

13. Continue to follow, be friends with, or like the official social media accounts of government officials after they become 
candidates for reelection 

  
X 

Social Media Action May Not Do 
Anytime 

May Not Do on 
Duty or at Work 

May Do 
Anytime 

1. Share or retweet posts from, or the page of, a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political group X   
2. Link to campaign or partisan material of a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political group X   
3. Post to or like the social media accounts or messages of a political party, candidate in a partisan race, or partisan political 

group 

 
X 

 

4. Engage in political activity on social media that is not done in concert with or on behalf of a political party, candidate in 
a partisan race, or partisan political group 

 
X 

 

https://osc.gov/Documents/Hatch%20Act/Advisory%20Opinions/Federal/Social%20Media%20Guidance.pdf

