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Kharavela: The Great Philanthropic Emperor

Janismisoneof the mog anciert religions, which
emerged as a result of pure non-violent and
humanitarian approach towardsall living beings.
It grew up with aprofound progressive attitude
and judicious understanding of special
reguirements and philosophically indispensable
necessities of the time. The Jainathinkers had
discussed at length long ago asto how one can
protect one's environment and save himself,
society, nation and all creatures form natural
calamities through non-violence and non-
possession and mutual co-operation. Arya
Mahameghabahana Cheti-Raja-Vamsa-
Vardhana Mahargja Sri Kharavela, the mighty
emperor of Kalingawasout and out aJainain
thetrue senseof this philosophy.

The reign of Kharavela is a significant
landmark inthe history of Orissa. The caves of
Udayagiri and Khandagiri hills and the
Hathigumpha inscriptions provide eloquent
testimony to Kharavela's connectedness with
Jainism. Among the followers of Mahavira,
Kharavelastands out asthetallest name.

Considering the chronology of Post-
Mauryantimesand andent glory of Jainism, hisis
the most important and the only inscription yet
discovered link inthe country. Itsimportanceis
unquestionable. Theinvocation formulaonthe
Hatigumpha inscription Namo Arihantanam
Namo Sarva-Sdhamam clearly testifies that
Jainism was the religious faith, the king
Kharavela, followed.
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Thecoronaionof Kaharavelaseemsto havebeen
performed with great pomp and grandeur amidst
high hopes and aspirations, and the young king
appeared to have cherished the desireto attain
theidedismenumeratedin ancient scriptures. That
he achieved astounding success as a ruler is
attested to by hisbiographica account recorded
inthe Hathigumphainscription and by therecord
of hischief queen engraved intheupper storey of
the Manchapuri Cave (Udayagiri hill) proudly
declaring himas Charkravarti Monarch.

In the first regna year, he devoted his
attention to strengthen the defence of the capital
KaligaNagari, thefortification of which had been
damaged by cyclonic sorm (Batyahata)

He repaired "gopur" "prakara"
"Nivesana" (Gateways, rampartsand the palace)
and made thefort strong and invulnerable. To
beautify thecity, hecongructed embankmentsand
flight of steps in many cool water tanks and
developed anumber of (Uddyanas) gardensand
parks. Thedefencework continued upto hisfifth
regna year when the agueduct, excavated by
Mahapadmananda three hundred yearsbefore,
was extended upto the capitd city and aperennia
supply of water was provided to the moat that
surrounded thefortification. For al theseworks,
he spent about thirty-five lakh coins. Hedistributed
60,000 Karshapanas among his subjects.

The tenth line of the Hathigumpha
inscription refers to the building activities of
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Kharaveai.e. (Cavesfor theJainaMonks). The
12thregnal year record (line-12) of thisinscription
mentionsthat when king of Magadhahed invaded
Kdigaand conquered the same, he carried with
him the image of Kaliga Jina. King Kharavela
made on imperial expedition to Magadha,
defeated the Magadhan army and to
commemorate thisuniqueevent he brought back
that image in atriumphant procession. Thenhe
professed Jainism in common with his queens,
Kumaras and officials. Thus, it isclear that the
honour of theroya family wasinterlinked with
theimegeof KdingaJna. Smilarly the 13thyear's
record of Kharavelas reign (line 14 of the
inscription) saysthat he devoted himself entirely
to religious practice on Kumari hill. Kharavela
offered maintenance and white garmentsto the
monks. He excavated 117 caves to serve as
resting placesof the Arhatas or Jainasaints.?

Fromline 14to theend of theinscriptionit
isrevealed that illustrious Sramanas, Yatisand
Jaina Saintshad assembled at Kumari hill from
different partsof Indiafor whom Kharavela, at
the insistence of his queen Sindhula of
Simhapatha, constructed a magnificent abode
closeto thedwellings of the Arhatasat acost of
105,000 coins. Kharavelahasbeen eulogized as
aJainawho had giventhereligionaproper place
inhisdalily life.

The life of Kharavela was a symbol of
sanctity. No doubt, hewasagreat warrior. He
could achieve a series of brilliant victories
extending hisway fromthenorthwestern part of
Indiato thefarthest extent inthesouth.®No Indian
monarchinhigory isknownto have accomplished
such astonishingly successful conquestsembracing
suchvast expanseof India. But dl these conquests
were ephemerd. What giveshimundyingfamein
history ishis benevolent deeds.

Spirituality is essentially individual and
individuality creates collectivity on the basis of
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disciplineand practices. Every basc redity of the
universeisintegral. Jainismreconciled the parts
of redity withthewhole by meansof itsrdativigtic
approach.* The "Aryangad', the oldest Jainatext
saystherefore, "Onewho knowsone, comesto
know al, one who has known all, knows one."
Kundakunda, agreat thinker of about 1st century
A.D. and other Jaina philosophersfollowed the
same view- "Jeege Janal te savve Janal, Jesavve
Janai teege Janai." ®

Kharavelarecognized self and tried hisbest to
know dl living and non- living beingsaround him.
He had an enriched vision of ecology. Son of a
king, he could prove himself to be theson of the
soil too. He gave paramount importanceto the
welfare of hissubjectsaswell asto the nature.
"Aspirefor self, the same which you aspire for
others and which you do not aspire for self do
not aspire for others." Thisisthe fundamental
principle of Jainism. That Kharavelaadhered to
thisbasic principlehas been artigtically reflected
in rock cut architecture of the twin hills,
Khandagiri and Udayagiri. It would not be an
exaggeration to ascribe himasaRgjarshi or the
saint monarch of Orissa
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