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PREFACE

In this monograph an attempt has been made to trace the history of Pafichila
and its capital Ahichchhatra through ancient Indian literature supplemented by the
evidence of the itineraries of the Chinese pilgrims and relevant numismatic data. As
regards the archmological remains at Ahichchhatra I should like to draw the readers’
attention to Cunningham’s Archzological Survey of India Reports, Vol. I, pp. 255
foll. For the convenience of the readers, & map of Paiichla has been given at the end.
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PANCHALAS AND THEIR CAPITAL
AHICHCHHATRA

1 The Pafichalas and their kingdom

Paiichdla, like many other countries of ancient India, may be supposed
to have derived its name from the people who occupied and established their
supremacy over it. Accordingly the suggestion has been mooted that it came
to be known as Paiichila only when it became the home of no fewer than five
Vedic tribes, the Krivis, the Turvasas, the Keéins, the Srifijayas and the Soma-
kas, who eventually merged into one nationality with the Krivis as the original
predominant element in their unity.! The incidental mention of the Sindhu
(Indus) and the Asikni (Chenab) along with the Krivis in a separate verse of a
hymn in the Rig-Veda® is not sufficient to establish the connection of the Krivis
with any region between those two rivers? But the Satapatha Brihmana
definitely says that the Pafichilas were in ancient times called Krivis? which
may be taken to suggest that the Krivis could mot but be a very important
factor among the people of Paiichila.

The Paurdinic tradition, however, does not lend support to the above theory.
The Purinas ingeniously suggest a derivation of the name, according to which,
the kingdom came to be called Pafichila from the fact that for its king five able
(samartha) sons were deemed enough to guard or protect the five provinces
(paiicha alam).®> As Pargiter puts it, It obviously began popularly as a jocose
nickname, applied to his five sons, the ° Five Capables’. and naturally would
have required time to come into ordinary use.”® The names of the five princes
vary, though not materially, in different Purdnas, one, the Bhagavata (IX, Ch.
21), giving them as Mudgala, Yavinara, Brihadvisa. Kampilva and Safjaya ;
another, the Vishpu (Ch. XIX. Anka 4), introducing them as Mudgala, Srifijaya,
Brihadishu, Pravira and Kampilya ; the third, the Viyu (Ch. 99), as Mudgala, Srifijaya,
Brihadishu, Yaviyina and Kampilya ; and the fourth, the dgni (Ch. 278), as
Mukula, Srifijaya, Brihadishu, Yavinara and Krimila. One at least among
these names, viz., Safijaya or Srifijaya, is apt to remind us of the Vedic tribe of
that name. The Purinas seem to suggest that the five princes were the
founders of five cities in five provinces, each city having been named after its
founder. The Purdnas also differ from one another as to the name and parti-
culars of the king who was the father of those five princes. The Bhagavata

t Macdonell and Keith, Vedic Index, Vol 1, p. 409; B. C. Law, ducicnt Mid-Indian Kgatriga Tribes, Vol. I, pp. 51-52;
Bay Chaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India, 4th ed,, p. 59,

= Law, op. cil, Vol I, p- 48 Ray Chaudhuri, op. <if,, p. 59, Cf. Fimmer's view (Allindisches Leben, p. 103) upheld in the
Fodic Indez, 1, p. 198, '

i Riy-Veda, VII1, 20, 24 ; VIO, 22, 12,

t Satapatha Br., X11L, 5, 4, 7.

¢ Vishuu P,, Ch. 10, Anks 4, Viyu., Ch. 98,

2 JRAS, 1018, p. 238,



2 PARCHALAS AND THEIR CAPITAL AHICHCHHATRA

Purina calls him Bharmiéva, born in the family of Dushmanta: the Vishnu

introduces him as Haryaéva, born in the far o urn ; the Vagu, as Riksha,
born in the family of Dvimidha ; and the f;’l.'#;. * ihyaéva, born in the family
of Kuru.! R p.

As for the antiquity of the name Pafichila, it i not met with in any of the
extant Rig-vedic hymmns. It is quite likely that in the Rig-Vedic period there
was no separate kingdom known by the name of Pafichdla® The Paiichilas
themselves as a people then passed as Krivis. The name of Paiichila as a dis-
tinct kingdom became well known when the Brihmanas of different Vedas
were compiled. The name of Pafichila often forming a dual group with Kuru
comes before us prominently not only in the Pali Nikiya list of sixteen Maha-
janapadas® not only in some of the pre-Buddhistic Upanishads, Aranyakas and
Brihmanas but even in some of the recensions of the Yajur-Veda, the same
name in its plural form standing both for the land and the people who inhabited
it. The Kanva recension of the Vdjasaneyi Sambhita (XI, 3,3) mentions the
Kuru-Panichilas. The Kathaka Sawhita (XXX. 2) speaks of the Pafichilas as
the people of Kesin Dillbhya. The same Vedic text (X. 6) alludes to the per-
formance of the Naimishiva sacrifice in the land of the Kuru-Pafichilas. The
Aitareya  Brahmapa (VIII, 14) mentions the Paiichilas along with the Purus,
as one of the peoples in the Mid-land (Madhyama dik). The Satapatha Brahmana
(X111, 5, 4, 7) refers in several of its passages to the land, kings and people of
Kuru-Pafichdla. The Taittiriya Brahmana (I, 8, 4, 1, 2) speaks of the periodi-
cal military expeditions undertaken by the kings of Kuru-Pafichila. The
Jaiminiya Upanishad Brahmana introduces the Kuru-Pafchilas in several co-
texts. The Gopatha Brahmapa (1, 2, 9) mentions the Kuru-Paiichilas in an
interesting list of similar other groups, the Anga-Magadhas, the Kasi-Kosalas,
the Salva-Matsyas, ete. anticipating the Pali list of sixteen Mahijanapadas.
The Upanishad references to the Kuru-Paiichilas need not be cited, coming as
they do after the Brihmanas and the Aranyakas. The mention in the Sata-
patha Brahmana (XTI1, 5, 4, 7) of an ancient king of Pafichila, known by the name
of Kraivya Pafichila is, however, important as indicating the historical connec-
tion of the Krivis with the Pafichilas. It is not only the name of Pafichila
that goes back to the period covered by the Yajur-Veda and the Brihmanas,
but that of its capital, Kimpilya, as well. The Yajur-Veda-Sanhitis (Vedic
Index, 1, 149) apply the epithet Kampila-visini to a woman who was perhaps
the king's chief queen, the Kampila of the epithet obviously standing for the
town of that name. the Kampilya of later literature.

Whether we assume that the Paiichilas had originally formed a confederacy
of five tribes or put faith in the Paurinic legend stating that the first king of the

| Law, op, cil., pp. 52-53. See Pargiter on ** The North Pafichila Ihynasty " in JRAS, 1018, pp. 230.248;: also op
* Korn-Pafichdla  in Thad, 1920, pp. 89-102.

* Soc Pargiter on this point, JRAS, 1818, p. 238, According to him, & long line of kings, beginning with Ajamidha,
had reigned in North Pafichila previous to the time when the kingdom acquired the name of Pafichila. In this connection
he seeks to estahlish & correspondence botween the Paurinic genealogy and the Vedie tradition of the king= of North Pag
ehila. ]

7). Rajatekhara’s Kirgamiminsd, Ch. 111, p. 8,
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Paiichalas had five able sons to govern five provinces. we cannot but think that
the kingdom of Pafichila was once kaown to have been divided into five portions.
How the five divisions were s gted and discriminated we cannot exactly
say. The Sarhitopanishad owever, speaks of the Prichyas or
Eastern Panchalas,! a fact w ¥ ant us to infer the existence of the
Paiichalas who were distinguishell %88  Pratichya or Western. The Jataka and
the Mahdbhdrata, as we shall see anon. narrate different stories of the rise of two
political divisions of the Pafichila country, distinguished as Panchila Proper or
Dakshina Paiichdla and Uttara or Northern Paiichala. 1f so, the supposed
five divisions may be taken to have been distinguished as Hastern, Western,
Southern, Northern, and Central.

The Kdathaka Samhita (XXX. 2) alludes toa time when the Pafichilas be-
came divided into three sections, and that as a result of certain rites performed
by Keéin Dalbhya. It is certain that from the age of the Jitaka and the Maha-
bhirata. Paiichila became permanently divided into two well-defined kingdoms,
giz. Dakshina Paiichila with Kampilya as its capital, and Uttara Pasichiala with
Ahichchhatra as its principal town.  According to the Chetiya Jataka, the city
(i.e., the kingdom) of Uttara Paiichala was founded by a Chedi prince who was
advised by the family priest, Kapila, to leave by the north gate (uttaradvirena)
of the capital of his father® The Mahabhdrata relates altogether a different
story. according to which the division of the kingdom of Paiichila into two was
effected by a treaty entered into by the Brahmin teacher, Drona, with Drupada,
the then king of Pafichila, after the latter had been defeated by the young Kuru
pupils of the former. and seized and carried as a captive. Drona agreed to
take the mnorthern half of the kingdom which became known by the name of
Ahichchhatra or Uttara Paichala, while Drupada continued to rule over the
remaining half of his kingdom distinguished as Southern Paiichila.®

2 Antiquity and origin of the name of the Pafichila capital Ahichchhatra

The name of Ahichchhatra is not as old as that of Kampilya (Pili Kampilla,
Vedic Kampila).? although both figure in Indian literature as capitals of Paii-
chila. the former of Uttara-Pafichila and the latter of Dakshina-Paiichila.
Adhichehhatrda (Skt. Ahichchhatrd) certainly finds mention in the Pabhosa cave
inscription  of Ashadhasena® which may be dated about the beginning of the
Christian era. This is indeed the oldest epigraphic record mentioning the name
of Ahichchhatrd. The Vedic name of Ahichchhatrda seems to have been Pan-
chakra (not Parivakrd which occurs as a variant)® the name suggesting either
that the city was founded on a circular site or that it had derived its name from
a circular object. Parichakra as a sculptural term denotes a medallion or

1 Vadic Index, 1, p. 409,
t Fansbll's Jataka, Vol. 111, pp. -1,

2 Afhk,, Adl Parvan, Ch. 140,
4 The Yajur- Veda-Seahiti ( Fedic Index. 1, p. 149} applies the local epithet Kdmpilo-cdsini to & woman, the Kimplia

of the epithet standing ahwiously for the town of that name, the Kimpllya of later literature.
s Laders, List (E. 1., X, Appendix] No. 05, The Artkesdstra of Kautilya (Sanskrit Text, p. T7) mentions Ahlchhatraka

as ** 6 kind of pearl found at Ahichelhatra ~.
& Satapatha Br., xiii. 5,4, 7. [The wallidd city of Ahichchhatra is roughly & right-angled trinnghe in shspe—Fal.]

1



4 PASCHALAS AND THEIR CAPITAL AHICHCHHATEA

circular panel! The Pili Chetiva Jitaka while giving an account of the founda-
tion of the city of Uttara-Paiichila (wrongly taken to be the name of the city
itself), distinctly refers to Chakra-paijara (Pili Chakka-Paijara, a wheel frame),
which was to be taken as the cognizance of the site where the city was to be
built2 The identity of Ahichchhatra with Parichakri may be further surmised
from the fact that of the two cities of Pafichila mentioned in the later Vedic
texts. the name of one (i... Kampila) was retained throughout, while that of
the other (i.c. Parichakri) fell into disuse, and in its place a new name, Ahich-
chhatri came into use and remained current up till the time of Hiuen Tsang’s
visit, if not still later.

According to the Jaina Vividha-tirtha-kalpa, Samkhydvati was the earlier
name of Ahichchhatrd, described as the capital of Kuru-jangala®

As for the origin of the mame of Ahichchhatrd, Cunningham observes :
“ The name is written Ahikshetra® as well as Ahichchhatra, but the local legend
of the Adi-rija and the Naga. who formed a canopy over his head, when asleep,
shows that the latter is the correct form. The meaning of the name is ° Serpent
Umbrella".  This grand old fort is said to have been built by Rija Adi. an Ahir,
whose future elevation to sovereignty was foretold by Drona, when he found
him sleeping under the guardianship of a serpent with expanded hood. The
fort is also called Adikot, but the more common name is Ahichchhatra.”s

But Jinaprabhasiri in his  Vividha-tirtha-kalpa, seeks to account for the
origin of the name of Ahichchhatra by a legend of Pardvanatha, according to
which when the demon Kamatha cansed out of his previous spite an incessant
rain flooding the city of Samkhydvati, where Parévasvimin was then staying,
the serpent-king Dharanindra hurried to the spot with his chief queen and pro-
tected the Lord by coiling himself round his body and spreading a canopy of
one thousand hoods over his head. Thereafter the city of Samkhyivati came
to be known by the name of Ahichchhatra.®

A similar legend seems to have been invented by the Buddhists to account
for the origin of the name of Ahichchhatri or * Serpent canopy ™7

It should be noted that Ptolemy’s spelling of the name as Adisadra® corres-
ponds with Adhichchhatra. met with in the Pabhosi cave inscription of Asha-

dhasena.

3 Identifications of Panchidla and Ahichchhatra

It is generally admitted that Ahichehhatra was the capital of Uttara Panchila
(Northern Paiichila) and Kampilya that of Dakshina Pafichila (Southern Pai-

i Barua, Barkul, 1.

t Pausboll, Jataka, TIL pp. 460-61.

2 Vicidhadirtha-balpa of Jinaprabhasticl, edited by Jinn Vijaya (Sithghl Jaina Granthamili series), p. 14,

+ Mahabhirata, Vanaparvag, Ch. 262

& Ancienl Feimpraphy |.I_f India, pp. 412-13.

v I"”.!_h.-g_r;rmu.krr”.-|, po Pubdsa-niltwddbo - pevena, Kamathisirepa aeichehbinnadhdrd . pacdebon corisdo asdy-Rare
Giupdo. ‘Tepa scryatlr wakimandale egorappe-ribhie.  Dharay ithdenn _'b‘uyrlrﬁ; e T T waha figerrndsipn TROTE - P g
fh-l-mfilf:l'ljr.l .rrhﬂxlrr--r:.lrJJ.'jlllll'lllF"H'r-J" meriafeela-rhhnifash simipo wearem bareds o hﬂﬂlr kIIIJ'i'!I‘J:'ﬂwI-MHﬂHIﬂ Mhﬂ'l‘ll'*fn io
spnangye MIrari, Taa parash lise nayarie Akichehhatta fy ndaisi o jipen,

T Watters, O Youn Chieang L, pe 332 ; Conningham, Aweienl Geography of Tndia, pp. 413-14,

s MeCrindle, Aweien Fudioe as described by Flolewmy, p. 133,
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chila). In the Mahabhdrata, however, the kingdom of which Ahichchhatrd was
the capital is expressly called Ahichchhatra (Ahichchatrah vishayah) instead of
Uttara Paiichila! But it is clearly hinted at in the same chapter of the Great
Epic that by the kingdom of Ahichchhatra was meant nothing but Uttara Pai-
chila. We are indeed told that the significance of the two adjectives Uttara
(Northern) and Dakshina (Seuthern) lay in the fact that the northern half of
Paiichila forming a separate kingdom was situated to the north of or extended
along the northern bank of the Ganges and the southern half was situated to the
south of or extended along the southern bank of the Ganges. Thus the Ganges
served as the dividing line or natural boundary between the two kingdoms,
northern and southern.?

According to the Mahabhdrata, the kingdom of southern Paiichila extended
as far north as the Bhagirathi and as far south as the Charmanvati (modern
Chambal river). As for the extension of Northern Paiichila towards the north,
the Great Epic tells us nothing definitely.?

According to the Jaina Vividhatirthakalpa, Kampilya, the capital of Paii-
chila (i.e. Southern Pafichdla), was situated on the bank of the Ganges? The
country of Paiichila (ie.. Southern Paiichila), is placed. however. in an eastern
quarter of the southern portion of Central India (Dakshina-Bhiraha-khande puvve-
disie). As for Ahichchhatri, the Jaina account wrongly represents it as the
capital of Kuru-jangala® which is clearly distinguished in the Mahabhirata from
the province of Ahichchhatra.®

Cunningham may be right in suggesting that the great kingdom of Pafichala
as a whole extended from the Himalayas to the Chambal river.” The North
Paiichila embraced the whole of Rohilkhand to the north of the Ganges, while
the South Pafichala included the upper half of the Doab between the Ganges

¥ Mahabhirata, Bengal Ed., 1. 138, 76.7:
Ahichehhatrei-chu vishayasn Dropak samabbipadyota |
Evaw rijan-nakichchhatr-part joaapoddyuta 1l
fhid., 1, 138, T0:
Rajasi dakshipe kule Bhérrivathyihari-uttare |
Sakhiyn min rijdnthi Pofckile yadi manyase 1l
¥ flid., 1, 138, T4
Dakshinei-chapi Paichalin ydrack.Charmapvall nadi.
According to a Sanskrit verse cited in the Sabda- Kalpa-drwma, the country of Padichiila lay to the west as well as the
north of Korokshetra, a paragon of beauty
K uriikahetril-paschime tu tathd ch-Sttaram-agoth |
Iudraprasthan Maheaini dajayrjonalodeayn |
Paiichiladeio devedi suundarya-garva.biiashitad 1)
& Vividhatirthakalpa, p. 50 : Tattha Ganitgi-nima-mahsnal-taramga- pakkhalijjemapa-piyica-bhittism Kam pillapura
pima nayaram. Cf. Mohibhdrato, 1, 138: 73: Mikandim-stha Gadgiyis-tire janapadayutam |
8o ‘dhyivasad dinamanih Kampilyaf-cha purottamam Il
b Jhid,, p. 4.
¢ Mahibbdrata, ¥, 18, 20-30 :
Tatah Paichanadai-choaiva  Eritsnaii-cha  Kurajihgalah |
Tathd Hoﬁfmﬂmpyum piarulhuim E;l‘ll.l Eevald 1
Ahichehhatrame Ealakifam Gaagikulaf-cha Bharatall
Varapmin Vafedhdnad-cha  Famunaf.ch-gice  perrafeb 1]
? Aneient Geography of Tadia, p. 413,

B2
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6 PARCHALAS AND THETR CAPITAL AHICHOCHHATREA

and Jumna.! Rapson. however. identifies North Paichila with the districts
of the United Provinces to the east of the Ganges and north-east of Oudh, and
South Pafchala with the country between the Jumna and the Ganges to the
east and south-east of the Kurus and Shrasenas.?

Cunningham identifies the city of Kampilya with modern Kampil on the
old Ganges between Budaon and Farokhabad® while in N. L. Dey’s opinion it
was situated at a distance of 28 miles north-east of Fathgad in the district of
Farokhabad.*  The point which is in favour of Cunningham’s identification is
that the Jaina Vieidhatirthakalpa definitely locates it on the Ganges.

The Vividhatirthalalpa, as already noticed. locates the city of Ahichchhatra
- Kurujingala. while Vincent A. Smith identifies it with modern Ramnagar
in the district of Bareilly® The location of Ahichchhatra is not at all elear
from Hwen Tsang's itinerary. He reached the country of Ahichehhatra by
travelling 400 Li or over 66 miles south-east from Govishina. The capital,
Ahichchhatra was * 17 or 18 li or just three miles in cireuit, and was defended by
natural obstacles.™  This has led Cunningham to identify Ahichchhatra with
a place that still preserves its ancient name as Ahichchhatr, seven miles to the
north of Aonla.” The Vividhatirthakalpa may be taken to suggest the presence
of jangals (apparently miscalled Kuru-jangala) in the neighbourhood of Ahich-
chhatra. There were jangals to the north of Aonla. no doubt. hetween Aonla -
and Ahichchhatra, from which position the Katehria Rajputs  withstood the
Muslim forces under Firuz-shah Tughlak.® : v

Mr. Jwala Sahay Mishra inclines to identify Ahichehhatra with the modern
village, Arura, which lies a little north of the village of Bhadaur in Patiala  State ?
the accuracy of which is highly problematical 1o

4 Panchila: its rulers and political vicissitudes

Some of the older Brihmanas bear a clear testimony to the considerable
military strength and political supremacy of the Pafchilas and their rult-.n;.
The Satapatha Brahmana (XII1. 5. 4. 7). for instance, mentions Kraivya, the
king of Pafichila, among the ancient monarchs of India. who had performed the
Asvamedha sacrifice.  The Brahmana cites two gathds or adulatory verses, one
of which brings out the fact that at Parivakri or Parichakri. the Paiichila overlord
of the Krivis seized the horse which was meet for sacrifice with gifts of a hundred
thousand heads of cattle.’’ The second verse hints at the llli;glliﬁl:ﬁ'llf'f* of the
horse-sacrifice performed by Kraivya when it states that the Brahmins of the
Panichialas from every quarter assembled there and divided between them a

1 Coina of Aucient Tndia, p. 76,

* Anciant Indin, p. 167,

! Anecient Geography af Indin, P- 4LA

* Geographical Dict. (3nd ed.), . BE,

* Barly History of Indin, 4th ., pp- 3012,

* Aneient Geography of India, p- 412,

TIhid., p. 4121,

*Ihid., p. 415 ; Briggs, Feriabiu, i, 457,

*JRAS, 1932, pp. 598 .

" Harihar V. Trivedi, In f. €., Vol. T, pp- 253.4. 0
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thousand myriads, and five and twenty hundred of gifts.! The Aitareya Brah-
mana says in connection with the Mahablisheka of Indra, that the Panchalas
were one of the ruling peoples in the firmly established Madhyama-dik or Mid-
land.? who were anointed for kingship. The Satapatha Bralmana also informs
us that the kings of the Kuru-Paichalas performed also the Rijasiiya sacrifice,
as a proof. no doubt, of their political greatness. The Tauttiriya Brahmana (1.
8. 4. 1-2) tells us in the same strain how the kings of the Kuru-Paiichalas marched
forth on raids in the winter season and returned in the summer® The Aitareya
Brahmana (1X. 39. 23) introduces us to another ancient and most powerful king
of the Pafichalas by the name of Durmukhat He is said to have made exten-
sive conquests in every direction. The Pali Kumbhakira Jataka® speaks pro-
bably of the same king, Durmukha. of Paiichala (Uttara-Panchila. according
to the Jataka). The Buddhist Birth-story. however. relates an anecdote
aceording to which King Durmukha abandoned his kingdom to attain the spiri-
tual insight of a great saint (Pratyeka-Buddha) on the realisation of the dreadful
offocts of lust. The Jaina- Uttaradhyayana Sitra spells the name of this ancient
king of Paiichila as Dvimukha.®

The Satapatha Brahmana (X111. 5. 4) cites several gathds in praise of a third
most powerful king of Pafichila by the name of Sona Sitrasiha who had perfor-
formed a horse-sacrifice on a very grand scale. When the King was performing
the sacrifice, wearing beautiful garments, Indra revelled in the Soma drink and
the Brahmanas were satiated with wealth (S. B. E.. XLIV, p. 400). Two of
the gathds quoted in a Brihmana hint at the king having an army of 33.000 horses
and 6,000 mail-clad men. .

According to the Mahabhdrata,® the powerful king of Pafichila at the time of
the Kurukshetra battle was Drupada, from whose hands the northern portion
of his kingdom was wrgsted by the Kurus who had established their Brahmin
(suru. Drona, as king. King Drupada entered into a matrimonial alliance
with the Kurus by marrying his daughter, Draupadi. alias Panchali, to the five
Pandava brothers. Pafichila was at that time once attacked by Karna, king of
Aiiga. The mighty Karna with a large army beseiged the Paiichilla country,
defeated Drupada in a battle. and exacted tribute from him and his simanta,
Subsequently Bhimasena, in course of his eastern expedition, invaded the Pan-
chila country and by various stratagems brought it under his sway. During
the Kurnkshetra war, King Drupada of Patichila, then an ally of the Pandavas,
helped the Pandavas with his son, Dhrishtadvumna and his akshauhini army.
Dhrishtadyumna  was appointed the Commander-in-Chief of the entire Pandava
force. The battle proved, however, to be a disaster for the royal family of

1 Sahasram-daun-n-ayuli fald cha plsicharindatih diktoh-diliah Pafchdlindmi brahmand yi vibhojira ini. (XIII, 5§, 4, B).
“ t 4it, Br., [I], 38, 14 = madhyond i pratishikayim disiye Le cha buri-Pafichilindm rijdnak. Cf, Podchdladi janapade
Padchilimadhyamipravritti (Nafyedadtra of Bharala).

t Sidire kurw.Paoichilih priviche yinfi cosantas eyt s pldad - yanki, ele.

i Durmubhal Paichdlo rija soneidyayd somanto sarvatah prifhivin jayan pariydye iti.

b Faushill's Jitaka, Yol I1L, p. 379 ; Cowell, English translation of the Jitaka, Vol. ITL p. 230, Vttara padchilaralihe
Kampillanagara Durmukbo ndma rdji,

% Jainae Sairas, (SBE), Part. IT, p. 87.

T MBH., Adiparean, Ch. 04; Sabhdparean, Ch. 2% Vanaparcen, Ch, 258, Bhishma-parvan, Ch. 19, Udyoga- parrvan, { haps.
156-157 and 172-194, 198, Karopaparran, Ch. 8, Firifaparean, Ch. 4 ; Dropaparvan, Ch. 22,
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Drupada and his military power. It goes without saying that the neighbourly
rivalry between the ruling clans of Kuru and Paiichila developed into a war
from time to time. sometimes the Kurus gaining supremacy over the Paiichilas
and sometimes the Paiichdlas over the Kurus, without, however, having effected
a permanent conquest.’ ) :

The kingdom of Paiichila continued to exist even after the Kurukshetra
war. The Jaina Vividhatirthakalpa mentions Harishena as the tenth chakra-
vartin (king overlord) of Pafchdla. According to the same authority there
arose another most powerful sirvabhawma king by the name of Brahmadatta.?
The Mahiummagga Jitaka introduces us to (hiillani Brahmadatta, the all-power-
ful king of Uttara Paichila, who had established his supremacy almost all over
Jambudvipa.? One king Brahmadatta of Paiichila is mentioned also in the
Ramayana? the Gandatindu Jitaka® and the Jaina Uttaradhyayana  Sitra
The last-mentioned work deseribes him as a fortunate but wicked king who
having failed to act upon the wise counsel of his hest advisers, was punished in
hell. The Pali Jataka vividly narrates the ways in which he oppressed his sub-
jects by taxation and made them suffer terribly his general misrule.

With the notoriety of Brahmadatta may be contrasted the noble tradition of
Pravibana Jaivali. the philosopher king of Paichila. to whom we are introduced
in the Brihadaranyaka® and Chindogya® Upanishads.

It is certain that by the time of the rise of Buddhism, Paiichila, like Kuru,
Matsya, and the rest, attained the position of a selfjgoverning oligarchical re-
public. The name of Paichila is allowed to higure prominently in the list of
sixteen mahdjanapadas, or powerful countries® According to one of the Pali
Jatakas. Paiichila had a formidable army ° consisting of foot-soldiers (pattimati),
men skilful in fight (sabbasamgimakovidd) and in the use of steel weapons® (loha-
vijjaalamkira).'®

The Paichilas find mention in the Arthadastra of Kautilya as a ruling eclan
who represented a Sangha or oligarchical form of government!' This fact goes
to prove that Paiichila remained an independent state at least for a century
after the demise of the Buddha. ie. until it was conquered by Mahipadma
Nanda'® and brought under the sway of the monarchs of Magadha. As evidenced
by Afoka’s R. E. XIII. Pafichila was not counted in the 3rd century B. C. among
the territories that enjoved semi-independence within the Maurya empire. The
Gargi-samhitd, composed in the 2nd or 3rd century A. D., alludes to a Greek
(Yavana) invasion of Siketa, Pafichila and Mathurd, which must have taken

' Law, dweient Mid-Indian Kstrige Tribes, Vol 1, pp. 58-58,
* Viwidhafirthakal pa, p. 50.

1 Fausball, Jataka, VI, p. 320 L

+ Ramiayano, Adibinda, Canto 33,

4 Faushdll, Jataka, Vol. ¥, p. 08,

& Jaina Sitras, Pt. 11, p. 61,

* Brikad Ar. Up., ¥1, L. 1.

b Chhdndogye Up., V, 3, 1,

¥ Anguitara Nibiya, Vol I, p. 213; Vol IV, pp. 252, 256, 3640,

W Cowell, Jitaks, VI, p. 202. Faoabdll, Jitakn, VI, p. 306,

1 drihakistra, Shamafistrd's tr., p. 466 ; Of. . R, Bhandarkar, Cormichael Loctures, ]utu: P 165,
12 Ray Chaudhuri, Political History of Ancient Ddia (4th Ed.), p. 188, /
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place in post-Asokan times.! But in about the beginning of the Christian era,
Northern Paiichala rose into temporary importance under the rule of Ashadha-
sena ** who belonged to the royal family of Adhichchhatri  (Ahichchhatrd) ™.
In one of the two Pabhosi cave inscriptions of Ashadhasena. the king of Adhi-
chehhatra is described as the maternal uncle of king Brihaspatimitra. who was
undoubtedly then the paramount sovereign of Magadha belonging to the Mitra
dynasty. Thus the inscription conclusively proves that the royal family of -
Northern Paiichala tried to establish their position by entering into a matrimonial
alliance with the Mitras of Magadha. It does not seem probable: that the status
of Ashidhasena, the then king of Ahichehhatra. was in any way higher than that
of a * gubernatorial or feudatory to the Magadha throne.”” Several old copper
coins of the so-called Paiichdla series, that ™ are found in Oudh, the Basti district,
and even Pataliputra, as well as mn Paiichila 7. and bear the names of some
Mitra kings, cannot be cited as conclusive evidence to prove that those Mitras
had then * formed a local dynasty of North Paiichila.”™

The kingdom of Pafichila must have sunk into oblivion during the Kushina
and Gupta ages, and we hear no more of it until Hiuen Tsang came to leave behind
an account of the country of Ahichchhatra in the 7th century A. D., without
specifying its political position.  Panchila was destined, however, to become
the principal kingdom in Northern India from about $40-910 A. D. under Bhoja
and his son, and to come again into importance in the 12th century under the

Gaharwar kings.®

5 Religion and Culture of Pafichala

At the very dawn of its istory, Paiichila became a very important centre
of Vedic religion and culture. The Brahmins who had settled in different parts
of Paiichiila and were patronised by its kings were to be counted not by hundreds
and thousands but by millions.* The Satapatha Brahmana records : *° Speech
sounds higher here among the Kuru-Pafichilas " the speech denoting the recita-
tions of the Vedic texts. The capital of Pafichala witnessed the performance
of many Asvamedha and Rajasiya sacrifices. The Githias were composed and
current among the people regarding the meritorious acts and roval supremacy of
some of its kings. The Aitareya and Sankhayana Aranyakas introduce us-to a
famous Vedic teacher by the name of Paiichalachanda.® The Brihadaranyaka
and Chhandogya Upanishads refer to Pravahana Jaivali. the philosopher king of
Pafichila. to whose court flocked many seekers of truth including such great
Brahmins as Uddilaka Aruni and his son Svetaketu Aruneya.” Silaka Salavatya,

1 Max Miller, fadia, What eovn of beach wa ¥ | p. 208,

* Raychandhuri, Peditical History, 4th Ed., p. 327, For the list of kings mentioned in the Pafichilis eoins, see Conningham's
Coing of Anciend Dndin, pp. §1.84: I. D. Banerjee’s Prachine Mudrd, p, 107 ; Law, 4 weiend Mid-Indion Kputrige Tribes,
Vol. 1, pp. 03-64;  Allen, Catalogoe of Indian Coins : Anclent Indin, pp. exvi fi.

# 8ir Charles Eliot, Hinduisn and Huddhism, Vol. 1, p. 27. [The recent pxeavations have proved that the most prosprrous
p.pric.d of Akichehhatra must have been the pe-r'mut of its |nr|u-|n:~m!rnrr1|nd|-r thie so-called Mitra kings and the last period
of the Gurjara Pratihfra kings of Northern Indin (Bth—Uth eentury Ay Bteay coins of the early Pathan rulers ure
also found at the site—F. |

¢ Sulapatha Br., X111, 5, 4, y

3 [bid., (8. B E, Vol XXVI}, p. 50

& Vedie Inder, Vol 1, P 4650,

® Briked Ar, Up NEAck: hkdndogye 1 p., L i o
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Chaikitivana Dalbhya and Pravihana Jaivali were three men of India of
their age, who were well-versed in Udgitha or the significance of the mystic syll-
able. Drona, the great Brahmin teacher of archery of the Epic fame, became,
according to the Mahkabhdrata, the king of Uttara-Paichala. Babhravya who
finds mention in the Rik-Pritiéikhya as the author of the Kramapatha of the
Rig-Veda is connected by the scholiast Uvata with Pafichila. Weber opines
that Babhravya Pafichila, and the Paiichila people through him. took a leading
part in fixing and arranging the text of the Rig-Veda.! The Mahabhirata, too,
credits (ilava, a Pafichdla of the Babhravya gotra with the authorship of the
Kramapitha.?

Vitsyiyana in his Kamasilra seems to suggest that the Rig-Veda came to
be aptly called Chatuhshashti (* The Sixty-four’) from the arrangement of its
hymns in eight Ashtakas of eight chapters each. which it had received at the
hands of Gidlava-Babhravya? He frankly admits that his own treatise. Kama-
siitra, was only a later digest of an earlier elaborate treatise on the same subject
composed by one Biabhravya of Paichila. the treatise which comprised 150
chapters and was divided into seven sections. * He thus admits that the great
work of Babhravya formed the ground-work of his own book ™. One out of
the seventy sections of the Kamasitra. viz., the Samprayogika, covering about a
fourth part- of the whole work, is entirely taken from Babhravya.

It is well observed : ** The Panchila people were evidently credited in
ancient times with extraordinary powers in connection with matters relating
to the sexes, extending even to a change of the natural sex, as we see in the case
of Sikhandin, the son of the Panichila king, Drupada. Polyandry, as we ses
in the case of Draupadi Panchali, may be regarded as an ancient custom of the
Pafichila country.™

When Hiuen Tsang had visited Ahichchhatra (i.e.. North Paiichila) in the
7th century A.D.. its inhabitants were a people who loved religion. and were
sincere and truthful.® Hinduism and Buddhism flourished side by side. He
saw there about ten Samghirimas, containing 1,000 monks, belonging to the
Inferior Vehicle, and nine Deva temples with 300 sectaries, who were of the
Saiva faith. The pilgrim definitely says that those sectaries worshipped Tévara
i.e., Mahiideva, and belonged to the order of *ashes-sprinklers * (Pasupata Saivas).
The place was known as a locality where Tathigata had preached the Law for
the sake of a Niga-rija for seven days. Beside this spot were to be seen four
small stiipas.®

In the Jama Vividhativthakalpa, we have an interesting account of both
Kampilya and Ahichchhatra as two among the well-known Jaina tirthas. Ac-
cording to the Jaina authority, Ahichchhatra was the prosperons town in Kuru-
jangala where Lord Parsvanitha was protected during rain and storm caused by

' Weber, History of Indian Literature, Eng. Tr. pp. 10, 34.
1 il “al. B, Sfnliparran, U 2w 2 - :
3 lf.:ﬂ:ujlﬁa;;nfupiﬁ:! Ed., Stntiperean, Ch. 342, verses 102.104 ;: H. C. Chakladar, Jouirsal of the Departiment of Letters
1 Kimaaitra, (Bengal i), pp. 03-94,
4 H. C. Chakladar, Jowrnal of the Departmiant of Lefters, Val. 1V, P
i Aocording to Bharata's Nafyesistra, the people of Pafichils were of dark blue complexion,
¢ Beal, Records of the Weatern World, Vol 1, pp. 200-200.  Watters, On Yuan Chweang, 11, 331,
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the demon. Kamatha, by the Naga-king Dharanindra, who coiled himself round
the body of Paréva and spread his thousand-hooded hood: like a canopy over the
head of the great Tirtharkara. A brick wall of zig-zag shape is said to have
been erected over the ground traversed by the Naga king. The Jaina Sathgha
caused a shrine to be made in honour of Parsva. To the east of this temple
were seven Kundas full of pleasantly cool and clear water, where used to dwell
sportful tortoises. And within and without were many wells and large tanks.
Not far from this main shrine was another temple in the Siddha-kshetra of Parsva
where he was attended by Dharanindra and his wife Padmavati. Near the
brick-wall was to be seen an image of Ambi-devi with a lion as her vehicle along
with an image of Neminitha. To the mnorth of this shrine was a sacred tank,
the waters and soil of which could cure leprosy. The Dhanvantarikiipa and
Brahma-kunda in the neighbourhood possessed similar healing properties. The
city contained many Hindu temples of Hari, Hara. Hiranvagarbha and Chandika
and Brahma-kunda and similar tirthas.  This very city was known to be the
birthplace of the great Rishi Krishna!

As for the city of Kampilya we read that it was the place which was hallowed
by these five auspicious cidents in the life of Vimalandatha, the 13th Tirthamkara,

who was a son of king Kritavarman by his queen Somidevi: The descent, the _

nativity, the coronation, the initiation, and the Jinahood. from which ecirenms-
tance the city came also to he known by the name of Pancha-kalyinaka. :

Kampilya is claimed as a city where Arshamitra, the disciple of Kaundinya,
who in his turn was the disciple of the Mahagiri teachers of the Lakshmihara
Chaitya of Mithila, came to reside two hundred and twenty years after the demise
of Mahivira. The same city is claimed as the place where the Jaina saint
Giardabhili remounced the world and attained liberation. It is also claimed as
a place where prince Gagali who afterwards became the king of Prishti-champa,
was converted to Jainism by Gautama. The Tirthakalpa also claims it as the
place of which the powerful king, Durmukha, became a Pratyeka-Buddha. 1t

l.—f’

L

5

was in this very city that the Mahasati Draupadi. daughter of king Drupadn,b/

had chosen of her own accord five Pandavas as her husbands. Kampilya was
known as the city of which the king Dharmaruchi was able to carry his whole
army to Kasi through the air by virtue of his piety, when the Lord of Kasi picked
up a quarrel with him for the alleged fault of having honoured an image of the
Jinendra 2

The fame of Paiichidla rested not only on its having been an early centre of
Vedic learning and the science of erotics and eugenics but also on its having
become an important home of poetry in later times, say, during the reign of
Bhoja. Rajasekhara in his Kavyamimdisa, Ch. 111 has paid a glowing tribute
to the poets of Paiichala.®

| Vieidhaticthabelp, p. 14 : Taithi peirakira-chii juhd peroe thio wragnrini Dharawinda badilagaie sappai tahd fahd

il nivesy koo,  Ajpr ei tabere it paa ves yeranil diani.  Siri-Phmsimino Cheinds sathghena bivin, el ele,

: Vividhalirthabalpa, p. 50,
1 Panehitlo-mapdnlo haoi sebbagoal Lenwiandieh
Srobee wid b Eabaroli Faiir oo l1'n'5u|prl'ir|ﬁ
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As the Mahd-ummagga Jitaka goes to prove. Northern (Southern !) Paii-
chila with the city of Kampilliyva (Kampilya) as its capital was a very ancient
home of Indian poetry. Many great poets and playwrights flourished there
under royal patronage : King Calani Brahmadatta of Uttara Pafichila is said
to have employed all the local poets of ability to compose a melodious love-song
praising the exquisite beauty of the princess Paiichila-chandi, which. as the story
goes, gained much popularity in Northern India.! This Jataka gives also a vivid
description of a highly artistic tunnel (wmmagga. i.e.. sudanga) dug out from the
(ianges to the royal palace in Kampilya.

6 Ahichchhatra and the so-called M/ TR coins

The two Pabhosa caves in the neighbourhood of Kausimbi preserve two
inscriptions of Ashidhasena. king of Adhichehhatrd, in mixed dialect. The in-
scriptions record the fact of dedication of the caves concerned to the Kasyapiva
Arhats by king Ashadhasena. In one of them the donor, king Ashadhasena,
is introduced as the maternal uncle of king Brihaspatimitra® and in the other
we have mention of four generations of kings beginning with Saunakiyana :
Ashadhasena, the son of king Bhigavata and Vaihidari : Bhigavata, the son of
Vangapila and Traivarni: Vangapila, the son of Saunakiyana.® Allowing each
king an average of twenty years as the period of reign, it may be suggested that
Ashidhasena and his three predecessors had reigned in Ahichchhatri for about
a century. King Brihaspatimitra was undoubtedly a contemporary of Ashidha-
sena, and must have been a king of a country other than Ahichchhatri or North
Paiichala. From the manner of description it is clear that the caves were ex-
cavated by Ashiadhasena not in his own kingdom but in that of his nephew
Brihaspatimitra. The Hathigumpha inscription of Khiravela refers to one Bri-
haspatimitra as a  contemporary king of Magadha (Magadhai-cha  rajanan
Bahasatimitan). 1t is not astonishing at all that two of the ancient Indian
coins found at Kausimbi bear the legend of king Bahasatimita (Brihaspatimitra).t
Similar coins bearing the legend of other Mitra kings have been found at
Kauéambi, at Avodhya, at Audumbara., at Mathura, in Rohilkhand, and chiefly
at Ahichchhatra or Ramnagar. The so-called Pafichila or Ahichchhatra coins
alone bear the legend of Dhruvamitra, Siryamitra, Philgunimitra. Bhinumitra
Bhiimimitra, Agnimitra, Jayamitra, Indramitra and Vishnumitra, besides thm;
of Rudragupta, Bhadraghosha and Vidvapila. A coin of Sirvamitra has been
found at Avodhva along with those of Satyamitra, Sﬂ-figilﬂl'l.'iit-l‘ﬂ and Vijaya-
mitra. Kau$dmbi can boast of two coins of Jyeshthamitra. One coin of Bhanu-

| Fanshall, Jataka, VI, p. 410 ¢ Rijd nipupe babba-bire poblosapeted babush dhanem dafed o
efiann ripasmpatfin nisstyo bothem barotha " 0 dha,  Te abimanohardns giidni bunzﬂ:hr:;::::#&hm HH’-’
fesari bakwin dhanad odis,  Kovinod sostikd woid sibbbitod somagiomandnle gdyive, i dai e l‘l‘;ll'l!l'l. ..
Reading slightly modified in the light of the Sinmese edition. - NESRMGE an
! Liders’ Lisf (Ep. Ind., Yol. X, app.). No. S804,

3 Ibid., No. 905,  [Recently a coin of Vafgmpils, misread in the first i
. | . » instanee as Tagapils,

the ::_n.rlml :’th'hrl'lhnlrl. by Mr. M. B. L. Dar (vide Jowrnal of the Nnmismatic .H'-rin:tg -':;;n':r:-\t:lm;ri h:l:“ HM‘HM.UI:I.
of [Viva}-pila published by Allen (Cat. of Ancient India, P1. XXVII 4) may also belong to Pt o
proves the historicity of the line of Ashiidhasenn and their conneotion I‘ilh-:\.hu'hl‘hhllﬂ—r Fd T ER g

4 Comningham, Coins of Ancient Dudia, pp. 73-4. 9

[Allen, ap. cif. § 107-9, discusses the coins of Brihaspatimi it i

. patimitre and distinguishes two rol f 4
seconil-ruler, who is sesigned to cirea 100 B, ., that the Ahichehhatra ruler ,-i-lli..-jhu:-rm ::-:!r:n:::t'll:-:lmri-' !I]‘ e
—Ful,
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mitra falls to the share of Audumbara. To Mathurd’s share are to be allotted
two coins, one bearing the legend of Gomitra, and the other that of Brahmamitra.!

Who were those Mitra kings, and can they be identified with the Sunga and
Sungabhritya Kanva kings mentioned in the Puriinas ? Were they the rulers
of Ahichchhatra or North Paiichila, or were they rulers of some other country ?
On these questions Cunningham’s findings are as follows :

 As the coins which 1 am now about to describe are found in Rohilkhand, .
and chiefly at Ahichchhatra, Aonla, and Budaon. it is quite certain that they [«
belong to North Paiichdla. It has been suggested that they belong to the
Sunga kings, who ruled over North India after the Mauryas for 112 years, or from |
B. (. 178 to 66. But the assignment is uncertain, as only one of the coin names,
Agnimitra. is found in the Purinic lists of the Sungas. The dates, - however,
agree as all the coins have inscriptions in Adoka characters. T incline rather to
assign the coins to a local dynasty of Princes, as they are very rarely found
beyond the limits of the North Paiichiala. which would not be the case did they
belong to the paramount dynasty of the Sungas.”™®

The relegation of the Mitras of the coins to Ahichchhatra or North Pafichila
is now out of the question in the face of the clear evidence of the Pabhosa cave
inseription of Ashidhasena and the Hathigumphi inseription of Khiravela cited
above. If Bahasatimita (Brihaspatimitra) of the coins be the same person as
Rahasatimita of these two inscriptions. we cannot but take him to be a para-
mount king of Magadha. The connection of Indragnimitra and Brahmamitra
with Magadha may be easily inferred from the Bodh Gayd railing inscriptions
of Kurangi and Nigadevi?

As for the supposed connection of these kings with the Sungas, Cunningham’s
finding is still the best and most sound in the field. The assignment is uncertain.
The correspondence between the names of some of the Mitra kings of the coins
and those of some of the Sunga and Kinva kings mentioned in the Purinas was
sought te be established thus by Jayaswal :

Coin-natme ’ Purfipa-name
Agnimitra Agnimitra
Bhinumitra = Vasumitra
Jethamitra ¥ m.au}_}-esht.lm

' Sujyeshtha
(Ghosha (ihosha
Bhadraghosha (ihoshavasn
Indramitra Vajramitra
Devamitra Devabhiiti
Bhiimimitra Bhiimimitra.?

1 flid., pp. 70 .

t Coing of Aneient India, p. T

* Barua, Gayd and Buddbagayd, 11, p. 75.
i JBORS, Vol, ITI, Pi. IV, p. 470,

c2
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The proposed correspondence rests on an assumption the validity of which
is highly questionable. Jayaswal has not succeeded in bringing forward any
reliable evidence either from inscriptions or from literature to establish the iden-
tity of Pushvamitra. the founder of the Suiga dynasty, and Brihaspatimitra
of the coins and inscriptions. Both Indramitra and Agnimitra of the coins mij‘
be the same person as Indrignimitra whose wife Aryi Kurangi donated the
Bodh Gavi railing. Brahmamitra. the successor of Indrignimitra, whose wife
Nagadevi, too, donated a pillar of the Bodh Gayi railing. is apparently the same
king as Brahmamitra of the coins. Chronologically the Bodh Gayd railing is
later than that of the Stiipa of Bharhut which was an erection of the Swiga
period.  Similarly Siirvamitra and Vishpumitra mentioned in the inscription of
Gantamimitra may be identified with their namesakes in the coins. Thus the
problem of the Mitra kings of the coins must be left where it stood in the days of
(unningham. The Pabhosi cave inscription of Ashadhasena. the inseription of
(iautamimitra.! and the Mora brick-tablet of Yasamitra® leave no room for
doubt that these Mitra kings entered into matrimonial alliances with the rulers
of North Pafichila and other neighbouring kingdoms. And Professor Ray Chau-
dhuri rightly observes :  “ It is not known in what relationship most of these
Mitra kings stood to one another or to the celebrated families of the Sungas and
the Kinvas.™®

The Copper-coins discovered at Ahichchhatra bear the legend of king
Achyuta.* Vincent A. Smith® is inclined to think that this Achyuta is no other

-f] than Achyuta, a king of Northern India, who was uprooted by Samudragupta’

!N, G. Majumidar in THQ

* Vogel, in JRAS. 1012, p. 120,

* Polilical History of Ancient India (4th Ed.), p. 335,

§ Catologue of Coves in the Fadicn Wesewm, Vol. 1, pp. 18556,
& Ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 132.5.

4 Fleet, Gupta Insoriplions, p. 7.
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“4 book that is shut is but a block’
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