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ARTICLES

TRADITIONAL LIFE IN THE NEW TERRITORIES:
THE EVIDENCE OF THE 1911 AND 1921 CENSUSES

P.H. Hase
The Censuses and Traditional New Territories Society

The 1911 and 1921 Censuses weie the first (o take a scientific look
at the New Territories ' These censuses ate particularly important, as
they show the New Terntories before the tradittonal way of life there
began to disappeat.

Modermisation 1s normally u factor ol physical communication with
more developed societies and intellectual contact with new ideas In
the New Territories, these lactors only began to be significant after
191 ¢, and over much ol the arca only became important after 1921

Contact with new ideas had begun to be noticeable betore 1899 in
some parls of the New Territories. Itahan priests had established
nussions at Tar Po and Sar Kung 1n the 1860s, and Protestant
missionarics were active t the Sha Tau Kok area from1849. By about
1910, intformation about the wider world was trickling down from
these toreign missionatics, even to relatively remote villages.” Villagers
were emigrating from parts of the New Teritories from the 1860s
onwards, and this became a marked social phenomenon trom the
1880s. By 1900-1910 therc were many returned ermigrants in villages
i the New Territories: since the emigrants came especially from the
poorer villages of the castern New Ternitories and Islands, this helped
ctrculate new idests in the remoter parts of the area. Returned emrgrants
also biought therr savings back with them: the New Territories
expericnced a significant increase in prosperity in the early years of
this century in consequence, which in turn led to more overseas products
reaching traditional New Tetritories villages.®

In 1912, the district officer noted this high rate of emigiation and
the resultant prosperity “More and more of the young men from the
country have been tempted into Hong Kong or abroad in quest of higher
wages, and many have returned with their savings to their native villages
... with all this added wealth, many more substantial houses have been
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butlt all over the Territory: a taste has sprung up for many foreign
tuxuries, and aerated waters, cigarettes, clothes, caps, towels and
kerosene oil are now common objects of sale in the small market
towns”. The district officer also noted the villagers’ openness to new
ideas: “Contact with foreign ways has rendered the average villager
less superstitious than of yore™: as an example of this openness to new
1deas, he stressed the “suddenness and unanimity” with which the New
Territories villagers accepted the 1911 Revolution: *“all showed ... that
they had long been ready to join the party of progress.*

If, however, in the generation before 1911, thete was already some
openness to foreign ideas 1n the New Territories, the efforts by the
Hong Kong Government to inculcate these new 1deas formally through
the schools were initially less successful. In 1902, the Brewin
Commuttee recommended setting up government schools in the New
Territories to teach village youths English and a modern curriculum,
The first such school, at Yuen Long, was established in 1904, and
schools at Tar Po and Cheung Chau followed in 1906 and 1909,
However, 1n their first decade, these schools were unpoputar with poor
academic standards, and had little influence: in 1911 the three
government schools only had 66 pupls between them, out of 3,085
pupils at school in the New Territories generally (2.1%). However,
during the next decade the standards and acceptability of the
government schools began to rise: in 1920 their combined enrolment
reached 133. It was only after that date, however, that the government
schools began to have any very marked effect.’

In 1913 the village schools were brought within the ambit of
the Education Ordinance The Sung Report 1ecommended paying a
grant to those village schools of a better quality willing to include
some modern teaching within thewr curricula. mitally 50 schools
{out of the 260 existing) were chosen, and the scheme was begun in
1914, By 1916, however, only 11 of the aided schools were as yet
able to teach a “modern curriculum™ In 1918 a two-level grant
scheme was introduced, and 1n 1919 a three-level scheme: this was
designed to increase the number of schools eligible for a grant, and
to increase the leverage of the government in introducing more
modern subjects into the village schools. By 1921, however, there
were still only 85 village schools which the government considered
fit to receive any form of grant.¢
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The attempts by the government to improve and modernise
teaching 1n the village schools, theiefore, although they began in
1904, only started to make a real impact after about 1920

However, even i there was an inchoate openness to new wdeas
in the area, nonctheless oval testimony from all over the eastern
New Territories suggests that the traditional society of the area
remained basically untouched until after the opening of the rallway
and the new roads brought the area into a closer physical relationship
with the city.

The Kowloon-Canton Raillway started operation only in Octobet,
1910, and the Tight ralway branch to Sha Tau Kok only in December,
19117 The railway was an important factor in the modermsation of
the cential and north-castern New Territonies, but the effects of the
rallway werce, clearly, only substantial after 1910-11

[n 1914, 1t was decided to binld a surfaced circular motor road
around the New Terrtories This was done in phases, between 1914
and 192t Since the crucial Tsuen Wan to Castle Peak and Kowloon
to Tai Po sections were only ready {or motor traffic 1n 1921, the
road system thus only became a sigmificant factor in the
modermisation of New Territories ite after that date

In the islands, there had been an intermiteent steam ferry service to
Cheung Chau fiom before 1899, but a regular daily setvice seems only
to have begun in 1910. 1t 15 unclear when the regular steam ferry service
to Tai O began, but 1t was probably shoitly before 1915, It seems that
it was only in 1919 that there was more than a single ferry service a
day to Cheung Chau, and only irom 1922 that there were more than
two ¥ Easy contact with the city, and the modermisation and change
that implies, began before 1899, but became a marked feature of 1slands
life only after 1910, although the effects were clearly significant by
921"

Allin all, its clear that New Territories physical communications
with more developed communities were poor before 1911, and only
became a widespread factor of importance after 1921

The distnict oflicer noted 1n 1912 the changes that the raillway in
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particular was expected to make 1n increasing contact between the city
and the eastern New Terntonies: ** The raillway will bring . the Ternitory
into closer contact with Hong Kong and western ideas ... Country folk
who used to require a full day to reach Hongkong can now go n and
out and do thewr shopping in the day.” It 1s, however, clear that the
district ofticer considered that this development had not yet begun in
any significant way at the date when he was writing,

In these circumstances, 1t 18 not surprising a that the distuct officer
felt that the broader picture in 1912 was of a generally unchanged
traditional hife: “A visitor to the Terntory of 1899, upon returming in
1912, would find changes to remark 1n the outward appearance of the
country, but he would not find the life or character of its inhabitants
greatly altered ... The domestic life of the villager does not differ much
from that of Chinese in other parts of China, nor has it altered much
during the few years of British occupation: 1if anything, it falls rather
behind the general standard of freedom and enlightenment in the Canton
Province .. even now the customs and habuts of the people are probably
little changed from what they were a hundred years ago.” The district
officer feared that modernisation, when 1t came, would cause the
inhabitants “‘to lose their simple old-fashioned virtues,” But cleariy he
felt that this unwelcome development had yet to begin.

In summary, therefore, the district officer’s view was that the New
Territories in 1912 were ripe for medernisation, but that this process
had only just begun."

By 1921 it 1s interesting to note that another well-informed
European - the Census Officer - could still make very similar remarks:
* The opening of the railway seems, contrary to expectations, to have
produced little change”, and the eftect of the Government schools 15
Just becoming apparent ™'

Thus, by 1911, the village society of the New Territories, while
more prosperous than a decade or two earlier, and aware of, and at
least partially receptive to, modern ideas, was still (other than for New
Kowloon, the southern strip immediately around Kowloon City and
Sham Shui Po) almost entirely traditional. The 1911 Census, therefore,
took place in one of the last years in which the old, traditional society
survived more or less unchanged. By 1921 that society was beginning



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 36 (1996 )
© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

5

to show signs of change, but these were sull imited, except in a few
places. After 1921, however, change came fast, and wus widespread.
The 1911 and 1921 censuses, therefore, are of great interest, as they
show us a traditional society on the eve of modermisation.

The 1911 Census

The 1911 Census of the New Terrtories was conducted with care
The census date was mudnight on Saturday 20th May, 1911. In the
New Territories work began two months earlier, but was not fimshed
until a month later. The New Ternitories residents were notified as to
what a census was, what uses the information gathered would be put
10, and how the census would be conducted.' This was probably done
by brieling the village clders, and posting up notices at suitable places,

The New Territories was, in 1911, divided into two administrative
districts: Northern Dhstrict (the present day Tsuen Wan, Kwai Tsing,
Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, North, Tai Po, Sha Tin, and Sar Kung Districts),
and Southern District, (the present day Islands District plus New
Kowloon),'* Many of the tables in the 1911 Census Report are divided
into these two administrative distiicts, although occasionally New
Kowloon is combined with Old Kowloon. The floating population (the
beat-people) was enumerated separately, but few details were taken in
this census

Ninc enumerator teams were established to conduct the census over
an area covering most of the mainland New Territories - the whole of
the Northern District except for the present day Tsuen Wan and Kwas
Tsing Dastricts. Each team consisted of a specially employed New
Territories man as enumerator, plus a uniformed Chinese police
constable with New Termitories experience.'® Each team was given a
geographical arca to enumerate’ these areas were probably related to
police sub-diswricts. Enumeration in the New Territories began on 6th
March, 1911, and continued tor as long as was necessary - the most
complicated districts weic not completed until early June

The enumerator team on entermg a village, would announce its
presence, and then conduct a house-to-house visit to every building,
enumerating those residing there, and entering the details on the spot
into books of schedules of 25 pages each "
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In New Kowloon, Tsuen Wan, and the Islands, enumeration was
conducted by the police stationed there, or by the water police. The
police were assisted by a headquarters team consisting of an
experienced enumerator and translator. The enumerations undertaken
by the police were conducted on the same house-to-heouse basis as
those undertaken by the civilian enumerators, and the same books of
schedules were used."”

Details of age, sex, place of birth, dialect spoken, occupation,
religion, married state, degree of education, and infirmities, were
recorded for each resident.'” The schedules were worked up nto tables
by experienced tabulators in the Census Office, this work being
completed by October 28th."” Table 1 below gives a summary of the
1911 census tables which refer to the New Territories. For the New
Termitories the population was tabulated for each village as well (broken
down into male and female), as a single-handed contribution to the
census by Mr. S.B.C. Ross, the district officer - this was not repeated
for later censuses.*

Table 1

1911 Census Tables Referring to the New Territories

Table Description of Table Comments

T The total population of By district, age, and sex
the colony

IX Birth places of the Given for males and
Chinese population of the NT females separately
{Northern District)

X Birth places of the Given for males and
Chinese population of the NT females separately
{(Southern District)

X Dialects spoken 1n the “Given for males and
home (NT: North. Dustrict) females separately

XTI Dhalects spoken in the Given ftor males and
home (NT: Scuthern females separately
District)

Xy Chinese population of the HK Island, Po Toi, etc
villages of Hong Kong Given for males and

females separately.
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XV Chinese populaton of Old Given for males and
Kowloon vi Ylages females sepaiately

XVIIT Chinese population of NT by Given for males and
distuicts females separately

XIX Chinese population of NT Guven for males and
{North distict) by females
villages

XIXa Chimese populatron of NT Given for males and
(Seuth disticr) by females
villages

XX The ages ol the Chinese By district and sex
pupulation

XXVII The miatnied state of the Not broken down
(loating population

XXVIN The martied state of the By district and sex
Chinese population of NT

XXX The degree of education of By dastrict and sex
the Chinese population

XXXV The vccupations ol the Given tor males and
Chinese population of NT females separately
{Northein [Disinct)

XXXVI The occupations of the Grven for males and
Clunese populahion of NT temales separately
(Southerh Distiacty

XXXVIlE | The number of Chinese who By district and sex
descubed themselves ay
students

The census officer was clearly sausfied with the success of this
census He remarked on the greater detaal included tn the Census as
comparcd with the previous Censuses (1901 and 1906).”' The methods
of enumeration were “superior, ” and ™ very favourably reported on. ”
The work done was “cxcellent,” “admirable, ”  brought to a successful
fimish.”* He considered that returns relating to family members were
incomplete (this 1s clemty tue for the New Territories, where young
boys, and even mote unmarried girls, were under-reported, as noted in
greater detail below), but, 10 general, the census seems to have been
reasonably well-conducted.™

It 15 clear that the care tuken with the 1911 Census of the New
Ternitonies was due Lo the quite unsatistactory nature of the 1901 Census
of that arca. In 1901, all that had been done was to ascertain the number
ot dwellings in a village, and then to guess the average number of
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occupants. thus giving a total which was “of a very little value.”™

The 1911 Census was conducted at an inappropriate time, in the
rainy season rather than the dry season, as it formed part of the census
of the whole Briuish Empire conducted on May 20th, 1911. Heavy
ramns hampered operations-requiring the first attempt to enumerate
Kowloon city for instance, to be aborted. Wherever rain intertered with
the census, however, 1t is clear that the work was re-done, and the
census officer considered that the rain did not interfere seriously with
the accuracy of the final figure as tabulated.”®

A major flaw in the census evidence for the New Territories is in
the statistics relating to the floating population. 55,157 persons from
the floating population were recorded. In most tables referring to the
floating population they are not broken down by district at all. In one
table they were divided among five localities-Victoria Harbour,
Aberdeen, Stanley, Shau Ker Wan, and “New Territories, Islands.”
“which is, in yet another place, divided into Cheung Chau and Lantau.
The obvious question 18, where are the boat people of Kowloon City,
Sham Shui Po, Tsuen Wan, Tsing Y1, Tuen Mun, Deep Bay, Kat O/Sha
Tau Kok, Telo Harbour and Sa1 Kung/Kau Sai? At all these places it is
known that there were boat people, but at none of them does the census
show any.

It seems likely that the census enumerators in the northern New
Territories omitted the boat-people, or most of them. Most Northern
District boat people were operating in waters through which the
boundary of Hong Kong ran (Deep Bay, the Sham Chun River, Mirs
Bay). As such, there must have been doubt as to whether the boat-
people found on Northern waters should be regarded as belonging to
Hong Kong at all. The 1921 Census, which certainly attempted to
enumerate every junk and sampan found on Hong Kong waters during
the Census period, found 3,911 boat-people in Northern District, living
in and operating 548 vessels (including 84 cargo boats and 456 fishing
boats).” Detailed consideration of differences 1n the 1911 and 1921
statistics on place of birth makes it unlikely that anything like 3,911
boat people were caught in 1911,” although a few inshore boat people
may have been enumerated in the nearest land village, The very large
“Miscellaneous” category within the Sai Kung enumeration district in
1911 {454 persons) may hide that area’s boat-people - Kau Sai is only
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recotded as having 29 males and 10 lemalces resident. The boat people
at Kowloon City and Sham Shur Po may have been included in the
Victoria Harbowr grouping But 1t seems likely that the bulk of the
Northern boat-people population was omitted from the statistics in 1911,

At Cheung Chau, 4,442 boat-people are reconded in 1911, 2,601 of
them male This probably includes those boat-people usually anchored
at Ping Chau and Mur Wo At Lantau, 5,413 are recorded, 3,159 of
them male.”* The Lantau ligure probably includes, not only the floating
population at Tar O, but aiso the people living i “boat-huts™ on stiles
there. It also probably covers those boat-people anchored at Tung
Chung, and may cover those at Tuen Mun as well. In 1921, 3,552 boat
people arc cnumerated at Cheung Chauw, and 3,894 at Ta1 O (probably
not including the “bout-hut™ 1esidents). given the absence of some deep
sea fishing boats during the 1921 Census pertod, it seems that the
Southern District floating population statistics are broadly similar
1911 and 1921

The carclul notification of New Teiritories 1esidents as to the
purpose ol the 1911 Census, and the use of local men as enumerators,
led o a lack of practical problems with villagers, who seem to have
responded surprisingly well to the process The police escorts had “not
very much Lo do.” and “no trouble whatever™ occurred

On a more detiwled basis, the civilian enumerator teams 1n the
mamland New Territorics, and the police on Lamma, in the Sham Shui
Po arca, and, to a lesser extent, on Lantaw, seemn to have done a more
carcful job than the police on Cheunyg Chau, and in the Tsuen Wan and
Kowloon City arcas 598 villages were separately enumerated n the
mne mamnland civilian enumerator districts,™ 18 on Lamma, 49 on
Lantay, and 23 i the Sham Sk Po district.™ Very few of the villages
or hamlels on Lamma or in the mainland New Territories outside the
Tsuen Wan and Kowloon City arcus were not separately enumesated.
the few that are not arc hamlets closely connected with a nearby village
and enumerated with it. On Lantau, however, some villages are not
separately enumerated The villages to the south of Tai O (Fan Kwai
Tong, Y1 O, Fan Lau), those immediately east of Tung Chung and along
the upper edges of the Tung Chung valley (Tar Po, Tung Chung Hang,
Wonyg Lung Hang, Lam Che, etc), most of those in the Chi Ma Wan
peninsula (except Shap Long), and most of the very tiny villages in the
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extreme north of the 1sland, are omitted. It seems likely that the
populations of these villages - most of which are rather small were
combined with the populations of the nearest market, port, or major
village. In most cases the market, port, or major village was where the
police post was from which the census was being conducted. Thus, the
populations of the missing villages are probably buried in the figures
recorded for Tai O, Sheung Ling Pei, Shap Long, Cheung Chau, and
Ma Wan.

This is certainly what happened at Tsuen Wan and Kowloon City.
in Tsuen Wan, populations are recorded only for Tsing Yi, Tsuen Wan,
Ma Wan, Chai Wan Kok, and Kwai Chung.” Clearly, all the Tsing Y1
villages are lumped together, as are all the Kwai Chung villages. Egually
clearly, the Tsuen Wan villages - with the odd exception of Cha: Wan
Kok - are combined in a single entry with Tsuen Wan Market, In
Kowloon City district, none of the central Kowloon villages (i.e. the
very important villages of Nga Tsin Wa1 and Po Kong and the smaller
villages such as Chuk Yuen} are entered separately - their populations
are, clearly, subsumed under the entry for Kowloon City.™ In part, the
lack of detail in the Kowloon City census may be due to the heavy rain
which interfered with the first attempt to held it.

Thus, when conducting detailed analyses of the tables of statistics
in the 1911 Census, 1t is necessary to bear in mind that the populations
recorded for the towns and major villages in the south of the New
Territories are inflated to some degree, and their social characteristics
are likely to be obscured, at least in part.

The villages still existing on Hong Kong Island and Old Kowloon
in 1911 are separately recorded. Po Toi Island 15 included under the
Hong Kong villages.™

The process of holding the house-to-house enumerator visits lasted
“a few days” on Lamma, and three months 1n the bigger districts.*
Assuming Lamrma was completed 1n five days, and the largest districts
(Au Tau, Sha Tau Kok, Ping Shan, and Sai Kung) required 50-60
working days, the average population enumerated each day varied
between 143 and 181, with between one and four villages being dealt
with each day.™ This is clearly not excessive, and, again, suggests that
the statistics produced should be treated as reasonably accurate.
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The 1921 Census

In 1921 the census olhicer instituted a number of changes to
census practice in the New Territories, to reflect percerved shortcormings
in 1911, The most signthcant was the employment of large numbers of
enumerators 1n each dustrict (8 head enumerators and 50 enumerators
m Northern District, and head enumerators and 11 enumerators in
Southern District - the local pohice undertook the enumeration in the
“outlying islands and maccessible fishing villages™), all employed from
among the “better educated” of the local New Territores population.
These enumerators did their work village by village, being preceded
the previous day by pelicemen who explained what was to be done,
and why. In each district a police oflicer was seconded to oversee the
whole operation. The census officer noted that this system was less
ardvous than that wsed 1n 1911, and “proved very successtul.” The
work done “interested  the better educated inhabitants.” and was done
“expeditiously,” “very thoroughly,” and “carefully.” The enumeration
was completed in three weeks starting trom Match 24th The census
ofticer also noted that the weather was less hot and 1ainy than during
the 1911 coumeration period V7

[n 1921 the enumerators took cate to adjust tfrom Chinese to
European age-reckoning, which had not been dene 1n 1911, thus leading
to some of the 1211 1epotted ages being marginally inaccurate This
tactor can be detected i some quirks of the 1911 figures ™

The census schedule was simphified, with the questions relating to
language, religion, infirmities and industry being dropped. The census
ofticer commented adversely on the omission of the “Industry m which
Employed” question, as he telt this left the “Occupation” question
“extriemely laborious™ to draw up, o that 1t was often dealt with
“without sulficient precisceness.”" The problems arising from the
“Occupation” tables in the two censuses will be discussed further below.

As in 1911, the raw figures provided by the enumerators were
processed by tabulators in headquarters before finalisation.™

The inadequacies of the 1911 figwes for the New Territories floating
population were acknowledged, and an attempt was made to provide
better staustics. The census elficer however, noted that the figures were
still “not so sausiactory”, because of the “impossibility” of noting all
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the continuously mobile sampans, and the absence during the Census
period of some deep-sea fishing boats.*' As noted above, in Northern
District in 1921 attempts seem to have been made to enumerate every
vessel found on Hong Kong waters during the census period, including
numbers of people who, in 1911, had not been considered to be Hong
Kong residents at all.

Table 2

Census Tables Referring to the New Territories, 1921 Census

Table Description of Table Comments

I/ Final figures of the By police district
population. New (includes non-Chinese
Terntones. popn )

v Fnal figures of the By districe
population (floatsng population}

[ Comparative table Compares regional popn

figures with 1911 Census

IX INT, Notth . The ages of By age and sex
the Chinese population

X NT, North nationality By sex and nationality
and married state

XI NT, North - birthplaces By sex and marmed State
of the Chinese population

xn NT, North.: education of By sex and married State
the Chinese population

XIII NT, North villages or Not broken down
aggreganions of villages By age and sex
over 500 population

XIv NT, South..ages of the
Chinese population

Xv NT, South..nationahty By sex and nanonality
and marred state

XVt NT, South. (birthplaces By sex and married state
of the Chinese population

XVIlL NT, South.: education of By sex and marnied state
the Chanese population
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XVIIL NT aceupations ot the By sex and divided into

Chinese population North and South

Districts

XXV NT, South {floating By ages and sex and

population) ages of the married state

Chimese population
XXV NT, South lMoating By sex and nationality

population) natronality and
maieds state of the
Chmese population

XXVI NT. South. (floating By sex and marned state
puputation} berthplaces of
the Chinese population
XXV NT, South (floating By sex and married state
population); education of the
Chinese population

XXVl NT, South (floating By sex
population) cccupations of
the Chinese population

XXXIvVa Small craft enumerated By region
XXXV Stalf By region
XXXVI Census books used By pohce distrct

The lmggest difference for the New Territories between the 1911
and 1921 Censuscs, howevey, was the boundary change between the
Northern and Southern Districts put into place in 1916, when Tsuen
Wan district was transferred from Northern to Southern District. This
change was marginal for Northern District. Tsuen Wan in 1911
represented only 34.7% of the total population of Northern District,
and this population was similar in character to the rest of Northern
District, being predominantly agricultural.* Howerer, Tsuen Wan was
34.7% of Southern District in 1921, und its population was markedly
different from the marine based society of the 1slands. Furthermore,
Tsuen Wan, close to the urban areas, is one of the districts where
significant development demonstrably did take place between the 1911
and 1921 Censuscs - between 1911 and 1921, the population of Tsuen
Wan rose 75% (2,982 to 4,983), mostly because of imrmigrant artisans.
This Tsuen Wan factor makes direct comparisons between the 1911
and 1921 Census cvidence problematic for Southern Dastrict, New
Kowloon {Shamshuipo and Kowloon City) was still regarded as part

Vol. 36 (1996)
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of Southern District for seme purposes in both censuses: this also causes
some problems for analyses of that district, since New Kowloon had
developed very fast between 1911 and 1921,

Asin 1911, the 1921 Census date formed part of a census of the
whole Brinsh Empire, and, as in 1911, this led to the census in 1921
having to be conducted at an inappropnate date for Hong Kong, and
particularly for the New Termtories. The Ching Ming Festival tell during
the enumeration period of the New Territories. As a result, numbers of
people usually resident outside the New Territories were caught by the
enumerators when they came to worship at therr ancestral graves. This
led to slightly more young adult males being enumerated than would
have been the case at other periods. This is especially noticeable in the
Northern District, where the marked increase in males recorded in 1921
as being born in San On District as compared with 1911 is very probably
due 1n part to this factor, given that many clans resident in San On
District have ancestral graves within the New Tetritories.™

As well as coinciding with the Ching Ming Festival, the census
period coincided with the peak agnicultural period of the planting out
of the main rice crop. The census officer complained that this “hindered”
the work, and states that it caused “considerable difficulty” in obtaining
accurate information.™ The effects of this problem can be detected in
the returns.

Unfortunately, the 1921 Census includes no vilage-by-village
figures, either for the New Territories, or for the Hong Kong [sland
villages.

Demographic Features: Age Profiles, Birth Rates and
Death Rates, Immigration

Northern District: A Settled Agricultural Society

The 1911 and 1921 Census figures for Northern District show a
settled agricultural society, with few and small towns, but many villages.
The demographic features disclosed are typical of undeveloped
agricultural societies. The evidence of the 1911 and 1921 Censuses
shows, for instance, very high rates of juvenile mortality, leading to
half of all persons dying before their early 20s, a feature typical of
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such tradrional agricultural societies. The age profile of the enumerated
male population of the Northern District in 1911 and 1921 is shown at
Tables 3, 5 and 6 below ©

The miormation tecorded 1n the censuses can be seen (o be basically
accurate, but there was clearly significant under-reporting of both young
girls and young boys, m both censuses In the Northern District in
1911, 4,472 males aged 5-9 years old are recorded, but only 3,356
males aged 0-4. But oral evidence strongly suggests that in fact mortality
in the first years of life was very high - many contacts suggest that up
to a hifth, or even more, of all live births cied before they reached five
years of age. So there should be significantly more males aged 0-4
than males aged 5-9, given that there were no social catastrophes or
other reasons why the years 1907-1910 should have seen a sharp
downturn in births." The 1921 Census also shows significant under-
reportng of young boys, although probably not 1o the same extent as
in 1911. The likely reasons for this under-reporting are the traditional
reluctance o acknowledge o son until he was safely weaned, and thus
less likely to be attacked by demons, and to doubts as to the
government’s intentions in holding the census. In 1921 the census
officer discussed under-reporting ot youths at some length: the
unwillingness o report boys was, he telt, primarily due to “puerile
rumours” of human sacufice of young chiidren by the government,*
The enumeration of males aged 10 and over in both censuses must be
seen as essentially accurate, given the close similarities in the figures
in both censuses

[f the slopes of the curves in Table 3 are projected backwards it
seems very likely that the annual number of hve male births in the
Northern District in both 1911 and 1921 was about 1,250 The census
officer in 1921 gave some thought to birth rates in the New Territones,
which he conswdered to be “35 pet thousand,”™ as compared 1o 23 per
thousand™ in the City with its unbalanced male/female ratios.* This
would give Northern District an annual live male bicth figure of shightly
less than 1,250.%

In both censuses, the under-repotting of young girls in Northern
District (Tables 4, 5, and 6) was more significant than the under-
reporting of young boys. The same phenomenon of a much smaller
recorded population of girls aged 0-4 than 5-9 15 seen 1n the 1911 Census
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(2,950, as against 3,693). However, there is also in the 1911 Census a
suspicious increase in the number of females recorded aged 20-24 as
compared with those aged 15-19 (3,062 as against 2,750). This must
be connected with marriage, with all married women being enumerated
but at least some unmarried young women not being recorded.* This
feature of an increase in recorded females aged 20-24 does not appear in
the 1921 Census, and whatever fears villagers may have had about their
teenage daughters in 1911 seem to have been partly overcome by 1921,
However, as Tables 5 and 6 show, both1in 1911 and 1921, the totals of
females recorded are noticeably lower than males for ages below the
normal age of marriage. This can only be due to under-reporting of
unmarried girls. The annual live birth rate of girls in Northern District in
both 1911 and 1921 is likely to have been about 1,250. The figures for
females recorded at ages above about 20 must be seen as essentially
accurate, in both censuses, given the essential similanty of the two sets
of figures.

Assuming these adjusted birth-rate figures are approximately correct,
then the montality figures for Northern District ate, very approximately,
as shown in Table 7, which is compiled from Tables 3 and 4.3' [t seems
likely that, of all live births, one quarter were dead by about age 7-8, half
by 22-24, and three-quarters by 48 (males) or 54 (females), in both 1911
and 1921. At the same time, they show about 15% of all males, and 20%
of all females, lived to the age of 60 or more. Thas is more or less in hne
with oral evidence.*’ Table 8 shows the position in population pyramid
form: the profile of the pyramid is typical of an undeveloped scciety.
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Tables 7 and 8 assume that mortality rates i 1911 and 1921 were
basically the same, o1 at least that any changes were too small to be
discerned in statisucs as approximate as those in Tables 7 and 8, In fact,
majot improvements in the health ot the New Territories only began to
be seen in the 19305 The government had begun to provide for the health
of the New Terntories immediately after the take-over. A dispensary
with a resident doctor was established at Tai Po in 1900, and a programme
of vaccination was mitiated. However, most of this cliic’s ime was
taken up with treating the police and other government servants i the
New Termtones: lew local villagers were affected. The annual number
of vaccinations {including re-vaccinations) was under 100 before 1909,
when the Tung Wah Hospitul began to assist every summes Between
1910 and 1920 the annual vaccination rate in the New Temitories rose to
several hundred. Nonctheless, the area uffected by this vaccination
campaign scems o have been lnmuted to the market towns of Tar Po, Sheung
Shun and Tsuen Wan, The doctor posted to the New Territories m 1900
wiis withdrawn in 1909, after which the only trained medical staff resident
1n the arca was a “dresser”, who was supervised by mtermittent visits by a
doctor lrom Kowloon,™

The very highates of neo-natal casualttes in the New Territories began
to be addiessed by the government from 1914, when a government midwife
was stationed at Yuen Long. Midwives wete posted to Tai Po, Tsuen Wan,
and Cheung Chau in 1915, 1916, and 1917 respectively The Pok Oi
Hospital at Yuen Long was reorgamsed m 1920, and was backed by a
government dispensary from 1925.3 However the critical decision to post
midwives (o cover the villages in addition to the market towns, was only
taken m the 1930s. From the 1930s, the district midwives disinfected all
drinking water wells, and vaccinated against smallpox, as well as attending
births. Oral cvidence suggests that the 1esults on infant mortahity were
massive. By 1921, however, these gieat improvements had only begun to
affect the markel towns, und the overatl mortality rates for the New
Territones as a whole must have been much as they had been in 1911 and
earlier.™ Between 1911 and 1921, changes in mortality rates were probably,
therelore, marginal, and averaging the two sets of statistics, as i Tables 7
and 8, 15 not unreasonable
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Table 7
Approximate Death-Rates
Percentage Dead By Age ( Males) By Age (Females)

0 Birth Birth
10 2 2
20 4 6
25 7 8
30 9 10
40 15 15
50 22 24
60 32 39
70 44 47
75 48 54
80 50 63
50 66 73
100 95 95
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[t must be stressed that the figures as given in Tables 7 and 8 are
very approximate. They probably under-estimate the numbers of deaths
of very young mfants They are likely, therefore, to be conservative:
the average age of death, shown on Tables 7 and 8 as 22/24, may well,
in tact, have been as low as 18/20 It can, however, be accepted that
the average age of death 1s unlikely to have been higher that 22/24.

Clearly these figures, because of the serious under-reporting of
very young children, cannot be used to provide detailed stanistics of
infant mortality in the New Territories. They do, however, show that
about a tifth at least of all children died before reaching school age,
and that about half of all children died before reaching marriageable
age. They demonstrate that infant mortality was a major social factor,
and permit debate only on the detail of incidence.

It 1s worth noting some points disclosed by Tables 3-6. Table 5
shows a slight upturn in the population recorded in 1911 for both males
and females at ages 60-65: this 1s clearly a reaction to those elderly
villagers who claimed they were “more than one cycle old,” and who
were consequently all entered as 61 years old. In 1921 this unthinking
reaction was not followed: actual ages were 1dentified and entered.

Because of the loss of Tsuen Wan district to Southern District, the
1921 figures for Northern District should have been very slightly lower
than those for 1911.%* Thas is the case for both males and females older
than about 50. Since 1t is this elderly section of the population which 1s
the most sedentary, these figures are likely to be accurate. However,
between the ages of 35 and 50, for both males and females, the 1921
records show higher populations for Northern District than in 1911,
Thus can probably be ascribed in part to villagers being caught by the
census when returning to worship at their ancestral graves during the
Ching Ming Fesuval, as postulated by the 1921 Census ofticer, and in
part to greater efforts being made in 1921 to capture the boat people.
In addition, pohtical troubles in the border area of China had caused
large numbers of refugees to cross over into the New Territories 1n
1920. While most of these refugees had returned to China at the end of
1920, 1t 1s likely that some remained in the New Territories, to be caught
by the enumerators in Northern Dhistrict in 1921 ¥

Between the ages of 20 and 35, the 1911 tigures for the Northern
District are higher than the 1921 figures, as expected, but the very
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wide divergence where females are concerned cannot be due solely to
the transfer of Touen Wan alone.™ This wide divetgence can probably
be ascribed to the large numbers of women busy in the helds during
the 1921 Census period and thus beng missed by the 1921 enumerators.
The 1921 Census Officer, as noted above, remarked on the probleimns
the peak agricultural season causcd for the enumerators, who, clearly,
were able 1w compel the presence ol the heads of household, but not
always the womenlolk ol the Tamily.

The higher numbers of females as compared with males recorded
tn both 1911 and 1921 (at ages above about 26 in 1911, and about 32
m 1921} can be ascribed to the temporary absence of many of the
males in the City o1 abroad As 15 1o be expected, this teature 1s much
less marked in 1921, because of the ieturn of so many males tor the
Ching Ming Festuval, and the gieatet effort made to record the boat-
people, many of whom were pume-age males, whose famihes were
resident outside the New Ternitories. The higher tecorded figures for
females at ages above 55 are more Likely to be due to differential death-
rates, with females living longer.

Southern District. An Imnugrant, Urban Socrety

While the censuses show a settled agricultnal society i Northern
Dstrict, in Southern District they show a society dominated by the
land and lloating populatuons ot the market town seaports of Cheung
Chau, Tar O, and Ping Chau, and marked by signiticant temporary
immigration of young adult males,

As mentioned above, the census lgures are problematic for
Southein District, Because ol defferences in the treatment of New
Kowloon, Tsuen Wan, and the floating population, only two tables
provide {uily usable data the 1911 figwes for the 1slands land
popuiation,™ and the 1921 higwies {or the Southern District floating
population.® However, even though the senes of usable figures 1s short,
nonetheless they clearly show a society tadically distinct from that of
Northern Distiict,

Table 9 shows the reported population figures for the 1911 land
population of the islands As 1n Northern District, the figures suggest
under-reporting of nlant children At 35 barths per thousand,” the
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annual number of ltve births 1n the islands land population would have
been about 180-185 each for males and females.

The 1911 overall situation for females from the Southern District
land population is generally similar to that for Northern District. The
increase in recorded females aged 20-25, however, is rather higher in
percentage terms than in Northern District {16% as compared with
11%}), and must include some immigration of women nto the district
as well as under-reporting of resident unmarried young womer.

This postulated immigration into the district of young adult land
population women - who probably, in many cases, left the district again
before death - raises the average age of death for women in the Southern
District land population as compared with Northern District trom 24
to 26, and causes, as will be noted below, a similar slip of 2 or 3 years
in, for instance, the average age of marriage, when compared with
Northern District. This influx of young women into Southern Diistrict
was small (possibly only 10 a year), and is possibly connected with the
prostitution trade which is known from oral sources to have been
significant on Cheung Chau, although other immigrant female workers
may also have been involved.
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The tigures for females 1n the City and in Old Kowloon in 1911
(Table 10), and 1n New Kowloon (Table 11), show the same features of
under-reporting of young girls as tn the islands and in Northern District,
and suggest essentiatly the same situation for ages above 60, but the
increase in the numbers of young women aged 20-30 is far higher than
i the Southern District land populanion (in Old Kowloon there were
55% more women aged 30-35 than aged 15-20, and 42% more in the
City), and, in this case, this 1s certainly connected with the prostitution
trade.

Thus, the 1911 Census shows a Southern District female land
population with characteristics generaily similar to the Northern District
population, but with a few features suggestive of the temporary-
immigrant society mn the City.

If the figures for the 1911 Southern District female population show
a few, rather faint, indications of temporary immigration into the area,
however, this becomes very much clearer when the male population
figures are considered, The figures for males of the land population
recorded in 1911 1n the islands are very different from those recorded
in Northern District (Table 9: Table 3). The islands land population
figures for 1911 show a male population sharply higher than the female
population between the ages of about 15 and 35. A similar feature is to
be seen in the figures for males recorded 1n 1911 tor Old Kowloon and
the City of Victoria (Table 10), and New Kowloon (Table 11). In both
the City and Old and New Kowloon in 1911 the explosive increase 1n
males recorded aged between about 12 and 55 was undoubtedly a
retlection of immigrant workers only temporarily resident in the City,
arriving there in their teens or low twenties to work, and leaving again
to seitle down in their native place once they had imade some money, a
few years or decades later. Given the general similanty between the
female populations recorded 1n the Islands land population and Northern
District, 1t 1s unhkely that the two areas had any radical differences
between their seftled land populations. The sharply highet male land
population in the 1slands between the ages of 15 and 55, must, therefore,
be due to sigmficant temporary immigration into the 1slands of workers
from outside the area, as in the corresponding figures for the City.

The Islands towns contained a higher percentage of the total
population of Southern District than was the case in Northern District
{(at most, Northern District towns had a little less than 3,000 residents,
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Table 10
1911 Census
City of Victoria, Old Kowloon

Land Population
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Tabhle 11
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out of a total populatuon of 69, 122 - 3.9%, while Southern District
towns (including thew floaung populations) had at least 16,000 out of
21.355 - 74.9% - see Table 28). It 1s known that the Southern towns, for
all thetr relatively small size, were socially dominated by groups of
merchants from outside the marketing district * There can be no doubt
that the recorded differences between the Northern and Southern District
male land populations are duce to the tact that the Southemn figures record
an essentially wiban population, and the Northern figures an essentially
agricultural one. Further, 1t 15 clear that the urban character of the small
Southern District towns was diflerent m quantity, but not i kind, from the
City: both were marked by substantial numbers of imrmgrant prime-of-
life males, temporarily resedent without thenr families. Not surprisingly,
the City shows this social pattern most clearly, but the basic pattern 1s
common to the City, Kowloon, and the islands, and, as detailed study
below will show, even to the small towns in the Northern District.

That the Southern District was dominated by immigrant workers only
temporarily resident there, while the Northern District was mostly a seitled,
agricultural, socicty 15 also shown by the 1911 statistics for the place of
birth of the recorded land population in the two Districts.”

In Notthern District in 1981 a mere 1,321 males (4% of the total male
population}, and 3,727 lemales (11% ol the total female population) were
born outside the New Terntories © These 1,321 Northern District males
born outside the New Temieonies fall into thiee groups. The first are the
243 born i San On District; the arca immediately to the north of the
New Terrtories These people had formed part of the same basic society
as the Northern District, und, although born outside the New Territories,
should probably not be iegarded as immugrants Before 1899, indeed,
the New Terrtories lormed a single unit with the rest of San On from
which the New Ternitonies was cut These men may have been
accompanied by thewr famulies in some cases - 1536 females born in
San On were recorded, mostly biides of Northern District men, but
possibly accompanying San On husbands 1n some cases. Villages in
the north of the New Tertitories, close to the bordet, were particularly
likely to have families whose ties lay equally on ether side of the
border.

The second group of Northern District males born outside the New
Territories were the migrant stone cutters, salt-workers, and weavers
from the north-cast, a group of whom oral testimony has a good deal
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1o say. These came from the War Chau Prefecture, particularly Kwai
Shin District, and from Ka Ying Prefecture, especially Cheung Lok
District - 556 males are recorded n the 1911 Census from these
Prefectures, 488 from the two Districts of Kwai Shin and Cheung Lok

Only 110 females from these areas were recorded, making it clear that
the bulk of the people from these areas were not accompanied by therr
families.

The third group of Northern District men 1ecorded in the 1911
Census as born outside the New Territones are probably mostly shop-
keepers in the small market-towns. people from all over the Canton
Delta (273 males and 119 females), but only a few from any one place
A few may be children born while their New Territories parents were
living temporarily away from home, as doubtless the three males born
1in Honolulu.

It 15 clear that, in 1914, the 556 Northern District males bom in the
north-east prefectures, and the 273 born 1n the Delta, could not have
affected the basic structure of society - they together represent only
2% of recorded males.

Females born outside the New Territones were more numerous
than males born outside the New Territories in 1911 i Northern District,
as 1t had long been the custom of the area to seek wives for sons from
some distance away trom the village. Doubtless, the 1,536 females
recorded as born n San On Dustrict, and the 2,383 born in Hong Kong
and Kowloon were mostly wives brought in, and thus not likely to
affect the basic structure of society. Females from further away
constitute onty 308, a mere 1% of the recorded temale population of
the Northern District in 1911,

In the islands, however, a full 26% ot males recorded in 1911 of
the land population (1,631 males) were born outside the New Territories
As 1n the Northern District, some of these were probably shop-keepers
restdent with their families (246 San On males, and 265 San On females:
195 Tung Kun males, and 144 females: 40 Macaw males, and 63
females), but many were businessmen or coolies living apart from thewr
families, in businesses supporting the coastal shipping trade. 51 males
from the Chiu Chau area (only 7 femnales), 536 from the Hor Luk Fung
area {only 28 females), and 32 men from Lo Fung (no females) were
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all I'rom this group, as were a good number also of those from the
southern, scacoast edge of the Delta, and trom Sze Yap (266 males,
and 65 females; and 28 males and 6 females respectively).

In Scuthern Dustoet, the domimance of the land population in 1911
by pecople born vutside the area was not so noticeable among females
Only 773 lemales were recotded born owtside the New Territories
(15%]}, and only 364 ol these were born outsede San On and Tung Kun
(79%). This, however, was sull a noticeably higher percentage than in
the Northern District

This temporarily resident male immigrant component of the
Southern District population, as compared with the Northern Dhstriet,
is discernible also in the dialects recorded in the 1911 Census as
spoken in the home” among the land populations.® In the Northern
District only 50 male Hoklo speakers were recorded (28 of them were
workng in the salt-liclds at Sha Tau Kok}, a meie 0.1% of the recorded
male population (25 female Hoklo speakers were recorded). In the
Southern Dastrict, howevet, 701 male Hoklo speakers were noted within
the land populavion (11.3%) (365 female Hoklo speakets were
recorded).

Thus, from all the statistics i the 1911 Census, it 1s clear that the
seasonal movement of the lishing fleets, and the general coastal sea-
botne trade, with the coolies and traders 1equired to service these trades,
was 4 sufficiently major social tactor in traditional islands life to give
the 1slands land population an “immigrant” type of social structure
with an imbalanced male/lemale tatio, and heavy dorminance of male
society by persons born outside the area, and speaking non-local
dialects, At the same time, underlying this urban, immigrant society
was a small settled agnicultural society, especially on Lantau, but also
on Lamma to a less cxtent, probably not dissimilar to that seen more
clearly m the Northern District.

The 1921 higmes tor the Southern District tloating population (Table
12) show a pattern generally similar the 19 1slands land population.
There appears to be very hittle undet-reporting in these figures - perhaps
because of the dilliculty of hiding childien when enumerators visited
timy sampan homes. Taking into account those children who died shortly
after birth, and who would be omitted by the census 1n any case, it
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seems likely that the annual birth rate was about 140 males and the
same number of females. This represents a figure of 37 births per
thousand, higher than that estimated for the land population by the
census officer. The recorded number of fernales aged below 5, even
1znoring postnatal deaths, already represents a birth rate of over 30 per
thousand, and this suggests that the birth rate among the islands boat-
people must have been above 35 per thousand.® Up to the age of about
12, the figures for males and females are very similar, and they are
again for ages above 45, and even more for ages above 60. These figures
must represent the settled, permanently resident floating population.
Between the ages of 12 and 45, however, the recorded numbers of
males greatly surpasses those of females (by about 40% at about age
22).

There is a very slight change in the angle of curve of the female
figures at about age 25, which may represent a very small influx of
single women, but the figures recorded for females suggest a single,
settled, population of females at all ages. The curve 15 generally coherent
at all ages. This curve suggests the average age of death for boat people
women was about 17-18. The recorded figures for females can be taken
as accurate, and as descriptve of the settled Southern Dustrict boat
people.

As with the 1911 land population figures, however, the males
recorded must include a substantial temporarily immigrant adult male
component, On the figures given, the average age of death for men
was about 37, which is highly unhkely, unless large numbers of
temporarily immigrant adult males are in question, many of whom
would have left the area before death.

The average age of marriage recorded for the Southern District
boat people in 1921 (about 21-22 for females, 26-27 for males) also
suggests a significant number of temporarily resident immugrant adult
males This 15 discussed in greater detail below.
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Table 12

Floating Population 1921
Southern District
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In 1921, 1,528 (36%) of the male boat-people 1n the 1slands were
recorded as born outside the New Terntories, and 893 (26%) of the
females.®” Of the 1,528 males and 893 females boin outside the New
Territories, 444 males and 279 females were born in Hong Kong or
Macao, 956 and 578 respectively in the Delta, and 101 and 10 1n the
Ho1 Fung/Chiu Chau area. From every area from where people born
outside the New Territories came, the number of recorded males was
far higher than the number of females: there were 95 New Territones-
born floating population females recorded for every 100 males, but
only 50 Macao born females for every 100 males, 41 for every 100
San On-born males, 31 for every 100 Tung Kun males, and so on. In
the recorded populations from some areas unmarried people greatly
outnumber the married (ie 72% of the 316 males, and 54% of the 199
females from San Ning District were unmarried, and 74% of the 195
males and 62% of the 175 females from Heung Shan Dustrict), again
making 1t clear that we are dealing with temporarily resident
populations. The extreme disparity of the male female figures trom
the Hoi Fung / Chiu Chau area also suggests this; in this case, however,
the number of married persons (51% of males, and 50% of females)
suggests that many of those recorded had families in thear home districts.
Many of the people from this area were in the Southern District as
seamen on board coastal cargo and large fishing junks.

Thus the 1921 Southern District floaung population records support
the 1911 Southetn District land population statistics to confirm that
the Islands had an essentially urban population structure, dominated
by significant numbers of termporarily resident immigrant groups,
mostly young adult males, and that therefore the Islands population
had much in common with the City, and was sharply distinct from the
settled, agricultural, populauon of the Northern Dhstnict This 1s a finding
which is confirmed by analysis of many other parts of the records of
the censuses.

The Villager's World

Since most trade 1n traditional South China was by family owned
and operated sampans and junks, the places where people found resident
it the New Territories were born gives an mdication of the area the
traditional New Terntonies villager was in contact with. Table 13 shows
this area. It shows the places (other than the New Territories themselves,
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and Hoag Kong) where males tound resident in the New Ternitories
wete born.™ Females are recorded 1n addition as boin at Lung Chuen,
Lo Ting, Ko Chau, und Leir Chau, but 1n each case only 1n ones and
iwos

It will be seen that the world of the New Ternitories villager was
elfectively bounded by the coastal stip, and the central, Delta, area of
Kwanguing Provinee, The Islands wese m contact with othes ports from
Chiu Chau 16 Lim Chau, bul not much fuither. Neither the 1911 nor
the 1921 Censuses refers (o anyone born in Fukien, and there is only a
single reference 1n 1921 10 a man born i Vietnam. The coastal trade
must have been cssentially kept within the bounds of the province,
althowgh oial evidence menuons alse naders fiom the very
southernmost part of Fukien,

At the same me, contact seems to have been close and easy with
the Pearl River Delta wea within 100 miles of the New Territonies, but
beyond 100 mules contacts were shight Only one man 1s recorded from
Ho Yuen, Ying Tak, and Yeung Kong, The three iecorded in 1911 from
Kwangst fall into the swme pattern, as also the single male tecorded
fiom Kiangs: in both Censuses. Above 100 miles fiom the New
Territories, the only place with which the New Terrutones villagers
were tn significant conlact was the Ka Ying atea in the opper Han
Ruver valley, wheire the stonecutters and itinerant weavers came from,
although oral evidence suggests that the villagers knew the name of
the area, but not much more,

[t will be clear rom Table 13 that the New Territories was 1n
pattculaly close contact with a zone no more than about 50 mules
wide. ic the districts of Kwar Shin (Wair Chaw), San On (Po On), Tung
Kun, Nam Hor and Pun Yue (the Canton City and suburban districts),
Heung Shan {Chung Shan), Shun Tak, and San Wu1 (Kongmoon). The
villagers' contacts with Central and North China was almost non-existent.

Many villagers emigrated for part of their hife, but almost always wathout
thew famihies, and the contacts of the New Territones villagers with the
wider world outside Chima 1s, as a consequence, understated in Table 13.
The 1911 Census, however, mentions males born n Honolulu, the Philippines,
and Malaya, and the 1921 Census adds individuals born in Japan, Ttaly, and
USA Piohably, by 1911, the New Terntonies villager was more 1n contact
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with, and had a fuller mental concept of, the world beyond the South Sea
than he had of China outside central Kwangtung,.

Marriage and Childbirth

The 1911 census grves some information on marriage in the New
Territories.*”” It potes the marred state of 51,101 persons i Northern Daistrict,
and 17,739 persons of the land population in Southem District. This probably
represents all those aged over 12, plus those married as mfants under 12,7
881 males and 902 temales i Northern District had been married as infants
of less than 12 (2.6% and 2.6% respectively).”" In 1921, the details of married
state are much fuller than i 1911, and include details of the numbers of
matried and single males and females at all ages. However, in 1921 no
details ace given of inlant marriages. The recorded details from the two
censuses are shown in Table 14. The average age of marriage can be given
accurately for 1921, but only approximately for 1911,

Table 14
Married State. New Territories, 1911, 1921 Censuses
Males Females
Hape ol | Average Age %age of | Average
Total of minrtage Total Age of
Population Population | man iage
Northern Distiier | 14428 42% 24 17433 50% 719
maried, 1911
Northern Distnct 14891 43 23 16124  46% 17
marned, 1921
Northein Dastnet | 2201 6% 5150 15%
window(er) » 1911
Northern sttt (1767 5% 5500 16%
widow(erks 1921
N Dustnict marnicd| 831 3% 902 3%
as infants, 1911
S. Dusinct: boat 1757 43% 26 1411 50% 21
Popudation macoed 1921
8. Dusinet’ boat 212 5% 343 12%
Populauon widow(er
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Some points stund out trom this table. The tirst is confirmation of
the fact deduced from the general population statistics, that less than
halt of people born hived to the age of marnage. Here 1t shows that
under halt of recorded males did in tact marry, although about two-
thirds of recorded women did, because of the earher age of marnage
of women:* it account is taken of un-reported youngsters, the percentage
of those who survived to marry would be markedly less.

Another iteresting fact 15 that, despaite heavy infant mortality, the
average age of marriage was not particularly young, particularly for
men. In both 1911 and 1921 the average age of marriage seems to have
been about 23-24 for men, and for women some 5 or 7 years younger
In the Islands in 1921 the average age of marriage was several years
later than in Northern District, particulariy of the large numbers of
temporarily resident immigranis there, although it does seem that the
boat people married later than the land people generally ™ These
temporarily resident immigrants clearly. n at least some cases, deferred
marnage until they returned to thewr native place, and thus boosted the
numbers of single men recorded. in Southern District. The Northern
Dastrict was a centre of enugrarnion rather than unmigration, and this
may well be the reason why many of the men in Northern District did
not marry until their forties. these are probably enmgrants from the
area who married on their return to the native village Table 15 gives
the details from the 1921 Census of age of marriage, and Table 16 the
same information w graph form

The percentage ot widows and widowers 15 given 1n both censuses.
For men and land population women the figure 1s similar in both
censuses - about 5-6% for men m both Northern and Southern Districts
(in Southern District for both the land and the floating populations),
but for women 15-16% among the land people 1n both Northern and
Southern Districts, but about 12% among the boat-people. While the
higher rate of widows as compared with widowers may, to some degree,
reflect the greater longevity of women, 1t seems probable that it reflects
to a greater degree the Chinese unwillingness to permit women to
remarry after the death of their husbands, but to accept remarnage
among men.

These findings are more clearly shown in Tables 15 and 16. These
show that very few people married before the age of 15 (less than 10%
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ol cither sex, in any soctal group) In 1911 a tew “infant marnages™
are noted These must be the San Po Tsay marmages which are known
to have been quite commeon In 1921 the census 1gnored these marriages,
recording valy those couples actually leving together as man and wife,
treating “infant matiages™ as the infant betrothals they n fact were.
Probably many ol the couples hving together as man and wife at the
age of 13 - 15 in the 1921 Census were in {act such “intant marrages ”

Tahle 15
Married State: 1921 Census

Northern Southern Southern
District District (Land) District (Boat) |
Agre Males | Females Males | Females Males | Females
13 2 ¥4 I 7% 3 4% 2 9% 1 2% 1 1%
14 42 70 64 77 (12%)] (1 1%)
15 08 215 v4 124 15 155
16 I 326 99 236 3.2 225
17 170 M) 7 139 371 41| 254
I8 264 6l 3 2% 1 532 4.7 283
19 44 8 H5 0 42 4 717 457 451
20-24 55.3 959 502 34.3 47 4 0922
25-29 774 99 0 701 952 702 97 4
30-34 87,7 99 4 803 98.3 85.0 99 |
35-39 g 5 99 6 R85 99 3 919 LoD
44)-44 Y54y g 4 91 8 us 8 y7 9 99 4
45-4% 970 9 4 g4 ¥ 9% 8 989 100

Frguies 1o “marred” includes widow(er)s

Women married younger than men The women of the settled
Northetn Disttict manied noticeably younget than those in Southern
Distnet, with the Southen Distisct Jloating population marrying
signiicantly later than the land women. Thus, more than a fifth of
Nottheirn District women married at 15 or younger, a third were mauried
by 16, and half by 17 By the age ot 19 two-thuards of Northern Dustrict
women wete mattied, and almost all weire by 24. In the Southern land
population, however, these peicentages weie teached in every case
about 6 months o a year later than in Noithern Bistrict, and, for the
loatng population, up to 3 years later Wlile the immigrant nature of
Islands society 1s the most ikely 1eason for the differences, a social
divergence between the land and floating populations is likely as well.
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Table 16

Age of Marriage
1821 Census

100
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The tigures for males show that a signiticant percentage marned
late. Thus, while about 14-17% ol males were married in both Northern
District and n the Southern Distiict land population by the age of 17,
only a quanter were manrnied by 18, half by about 23 or a little later, and
even by the latc 205 only two-thirds were married, Even as late as the
late 30s 10-15% of males were still unmairied. The 1921 Census
suggests that cventually every villager married Al males aged over
80 and all lemales aged over 75 (except one) in Northern District, all
males over 7(, and all temales over 75 in the Southern District land
population, and all males over 50 (except one}, and all females over 35
(except one} ol the Southern Dustrict (toating population are shown as
married, or widow(cr)s, There 15 hikely to be some error here, as both
the 1911 and 1921 Censuses and oral evidence make 1t certain that
there were & lew Buddhists in the area, who never married.™ It 15
probable that these monks and nuns were just 1ignored n the Married
State higures i the 1921 Census, However, there does seem to be a
real difference between the liguies lor the land populations and the
floating population [n the floating population it seems that there were
very lew young mairiages, o1 over half of both men and women
married between 18 and 24, but that, on the other hand, by the late 30s
all were marricd, whereas, (o1 the land populations, while thete were
more men marnicd at below 18, up to a third of males were still
unmarricd by the late 30s. The reason for the late marriage of $o many
men is, without doubt, the emporary young adult male emigration/
imnugration into o1 from the area,

Anothet point ol interest 1s the vaiying ratios between married and
stngle men and women in the vanous social groups, Ignorig
widow(er)s and inlant marnages, the figuies show sigmiticantly more
married women than married men recorded in Northern Dhstrict in both
1911 and 1921, but signulicantly more marned men than married women
in Southern Dustrict in 1921 Thus, again, 15 a factor of the temporary
ermigtation of adult males trom Northern District, and the temperary
immugration inte Southern District of adult males. While some of the
temporary migrants waited to marry until they returned 1o and settled
down in their home village at the age of 30 or 40, others clearly marned
before leaving, and left the wile at home 1n the native village while the
husband went ofl to make money Details are given in Table 17- the
difterences in the statistics tor Notthern District between 1911 and
1921 arc probably duc to the effects of the Ching Ming Festival in
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1921 bringing numbers of usually absent men back to the village for
the festival, and the remaining 1920 refugees.

Table 17
Ratio of Married Men to Married Women

N. District 1911 14428 Excess of -

. Marmed Males Males

. Married females 17433 . Females 3005 (17 2%)
N. District 1921 14891 Excess of -

: Marnied_males : Males

. Marned females 16124 , Females 1233 (7.6%}
S. District 1911 6231 Excess of -
(Land) Marned males* Males

: Married females® 3985 : Females 2246 (36.0%)
S. District 1921 6429 Excess of 939 (14.6%)

Land) Marr. ales* Males

. Married females* 5490 . Females
S. District 1921 1817 Excess of 406 (22 3%)
{Boat): Married males** Males
. Marmed 411 Females -
females*
+ Includes New Kowloon

Fertility was low. We have seen that the likely adjusted annual
figure for births was about 2,500 a year in Northern District. The figures
for married men and women in the two censuses, when adjusted for
widow({er)s and absent spouses, suggests that there were about 10,000-
10,750 couples living together as man-and-wite in that district, with
the wife of child-bearing age (below 45). This suggests only one live
birth for each such couple every 4-4.3 years. With live births at these
rates, a family where both husband and wife survived from marriage
at about 20 to the wife reaching 45 would have had 5-6 children
However, many couples must have had their married lives cut by the
death of one of the spouses, and 1t 1s, perhaps. more likely that the
average number of children per family was closer to 4-5. Given that
less than halt of children born hived to marry, it would seem that the
population was basically static, or growing only slowly. Comparing
the basic 1911 and 1921 figures for Northern District (subtracting the
Tsuen Wan figures from the 1911 statistics, and the Floating population
figures from the 1921 statistics) suggests that the resulting 1911
population was 32,747 males and 33,393 females, against 32,139 males
and 32,056 females in 1921, a slight drop over the decade, While these
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figures arc not strong cnough to make any such a drop n population
certan, they do make it unlikely that the population was nising fast.

The reason lor the low fertibty s probably the practice of late
weaning. Oral evidence suggests that boys wete not weaned until they
could walk and talk, and, 1n some cases, not until they were 4 or 3
years old, since it was recogmsed that mother’s milk was strengthening,
Girls were weaned younger, but still not until after they reached 1 year,
in many cases. This must have acted (o slow down conception

Social Statistics
Education

The 1911 Census hists 26,460 males (i Northern District of 10 years
of age and upwards. It gives the educational attainments of 25,679
males in that district, probably intending this to equate to all males of
10 years old and above, which was specihically the case with the
corresponding statistics Fou the City and tloating population 1n that
census,”' 14,162 males were entered as “Able to Read and Write”
(55 29%), and 11,517 as *Unable to read and Write” (44.8%). Even
taking into account the 778 males aged over 10 whose educational
attainments are not given, 1t s clear that significantly over half of the
male population ieported itselt hiterate. In 1921, the census found even
higher levels of male hteracy. 17,611 hitetate males, representing 67.2%
of males over 107 The ditteience 15 unlikely 1o be due to increasing
literacy, but s probably the result of @ more 1elaxed standard of hteracy
in 1921,

In Southern District (ncluding New Kowloon) in 1911 the levels
ot male literacy among the land populatton weie even higher than in
Notthern District, presumably reflecting the more urban character of
life there 7,006 males out of 11, 652 with educational attainments
recorded (60, 19) were “Able 1o Read and Write” (the full total of
males there over 10 was 11,859) In 1921 7,439 males of the Southern
Dustrict land population {agaen meludimg New Kowloon) were recorded
as “Able 1o Read and Write,” tepresenting 65.7% ot males aged over
1.

Howcever, 1l litcracy among village males was common, 1t was
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extremely uncommon among women In 1911 only 235 women out of
25,899 for whom the educatonal attainments are given (0.9%) in
Northern District, and 231 out of 7,991 (2.8%) in the land population
of Southern District are recorded as literate. It is probable that the
1,934 females over 10 whose educational attainments are not given
for Northern District (27,833 females are recorded there over 10}, and
the 532 not recorded in Southern District (8,523 females are recorded
there over 10), were also illiterate. In 1921 674 females are recorded
as “Able to Read and Write” (2.5% of 26,942 females over 10) in
Northern District, and 377 in Southern District (3.5% of 10,665 females
aged over 10).

The floating population was also tar less literate than the land
population. In 1921, in Southern District, 1,452 males of the floating
population were “Able to Read and Write” {45% ot 3,180 males over
10), and just 67 females (2.7% of 2394 females over 10}. At Cheung
Chau, however, there were a number of boat people who travelled on
the large coastal trading junks, and these were more likely to be literate
than the dwellers on small sumpans: in 1911, for the floating population
of Hong Kong as a whole, the census tound only 4,416 floating
population males out of 24,747 males over 1O literate (17.8%), and
only 127 females out of 15,129 (0.8%), and this 15 more likely to be
closer to the true position for dwellers on the smaller and poorer
vessels. ™

The 1931 Census gives hiteracy tates for persons aged “21 and
over” (L. born m or before 1910). 66.0% of land population males n
the New Territories in this age group, and 2.81% of land population
females, are recorded there as literate. [t will be seen that these figures
are very close to those recorded for the same age group in 1921 (1e.
those aged “over 10" in 1921).”

A further indicator of education appears in the tables of
“Occupations™ in the 1911 Census.™ This shows that 1,729 males aged
over 10 in Northern District were students, and 771 males over 10 in
Southern District (including New Kowloon). It 1s unlikely that more
than a tiny minenty of villagers continued in full-ume education
after 15.7 4008 males were enumerated as being aged between 10
and 15 in Northetn District in 1911, suggesting that 43.1% of them
were students. It is, however, probable that, 1n the “Occupations”
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table, the cut-olT at age 10} was not followed for full-time students,
and the enumerated students probably inctude all full-time students,
including those below 10 If so, the percentage of male children
aged 5-15 at school on the census date was 20 3%. The
corresponding Ngures ot Southern District sn 1911 (including New
Kowloon) are 1,365 males students, or 28.0% of those aged 5-15.
It is tikely that not all students were recorded by the enumerators,
with the actual number of students being higher than recorded. In
comparison, the 33 temale students enumerated in 1911 1n Northern
District represent just 0.5% of the enumerated female population
aged 5-15. Unlortunately, the 1921 Census does not give any figures
for full-time students

Four other censuses of school populations 1n the New Territories
survive, however, {or the perrod 1900-1921, and these throw
constdetable light on the census 1ecords (see Table 18). In 1902 it
was estimated that “over 4,000 childhen wete at school in the New
Teritones as 1 whole out of 17,500 male children under 15.

Table 18
Male Students, 1902-1921
Source No, of % age of
students males of
school age
Broewin Repott, 19(H) 4000+ 22 9%
Census 1911 N Distniet 1729 20 3%
S Distnet! 771 28 0%R
Total 25000 22 3%
Orine Repond 1412
N Dhstrict 2449 28 9%
Islagudy 570 35.5%#
Total 349 3 7%
Suag Repot 1913
N hsiniet 2990) 352%
Islands 233+168=401 39 19%#
Total 339 35.7%
Schoots Census 1921 (enralled) 398Y 329%
{regularly atiending schoo) (3096) (25 5%}
# Excluding boast-people
+ locluding New Kowloon
Excluding siudents i government schools

These tigures are impesstontstic, and on the high side (in 1911
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there were 15,570 male children under 15 in the New Terntories
including New Kowloon}, but suggest that about 235 of boys aged
5-15 were believed to be at school at any one time.*

In 1912, the district officer reported that there were, on average.
2,449 children regularly attending school in Northern Disinict, in 166
schools, and 570 in the 1slands, in 29 school.*' This would suggest that
28.9% ot male children aged 5-15 were at school 1n Northern District,
and 55.5% of those of the same age group arnong the land population
of the [slands,

In 1913, in the Sung Report on Education in the New Territories, a
total of 2,990 students regularly attending school were recorded. in
247 schools, in Northern District, and 233 in 13 schools, in Southern
District, However, the Sung Report did not caver Lantau {where there
had been eight schools, with 168 students, the previous year). The
Sung Report figures differ from those of the district otficer and come
from a dufferent census, but give an entirely simular picture.®

In 1921 another school census of the New Territories found 3,989 at
school 1n 184 schools, although the census does not break the figures
down into Northern and Southern Districts. The Report on New Territortes
Schools noted that, although 3,989 persons were registered as students,
the average attendance was about 3,096 (both the Orme and Sung Reports
also gave “‘average attendance” rather than “registration” figures). It will
be seen that this school census gives hgures again very close to the
previous ones,*

Thus, the 1911 Census, and the 1921 and 1931 Censuses, seem to
give figures very much in line with those of the school censuses of
1902, 1912, 1913, and 1921, and these figures must, therefore, be treated
as essentially accurate. At any time, about a quarter of all boys between
5 and 15 were at school 1n the Northern Dustrict, and up to halt were in
Southern District In 1921, the Director of Education assumed that the
average period a boy spent at school was 54 years, but a rather shorter
period than this 15 probable. 3+-4 years would seem more likely.™
Nonetheless, the numbers of tull students found make the claims in
the three censuses that well over half of all adult land population males
in the New Territories were literate believable. The Director of
Education was of this opinton 1n 1921 “very few males in Hongkong
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arc totally tlliterate.”

The [our school censuscs say Little about the education of girls, except
that 1t was rmc. Howaeier, the 1921 School Census did record that only
145 gnis were Lull-ume students ag that date, which 1s only a little better
than the 51 noted in the 1911 Census, despite the foundation of three
girls” schools, and one fully co-cducational school between 1911 and
1921 in the New Tenntonies.”

The question of the degree of literacy of males in tradtuional Chinese
socicty 15 onc of constderable debate The evidence of the 1911, 1921,
and 1931 Censuses, and the 1902- 1921 School Censuses 1n the New
Terntonies should not be 1gnored m this debate They show unequivocally
that the villagers believed that between 55 und 66% ot the adult men of
the villages were literale, and that about a quarter or a third of the male
childien aged 5-15 were at school at any time There seems no good
reason not Lo take this evidence at face value™

Occupation

Both the 1911 and the 1921 Census include tables of
“Occupatons ™ Both scts ol records are difficult to use, although
the figwes in the 1911 Census are better [n 1921, 1n fact, the census
olficer apologised lor the poor guality of the “Occupation”
statistics ® In 1911, the occupatton of 22,770 males and 14,386
females 1n the Northein District are recorded. This probably
represents all those who clatmed to have an occupation, and omitted
infants, the elderly, and those women who clatmed only to be
housewives Qccupations are recorded for a male population
approximately equivalent to all males aged over 15. In 1921,
however, vccupations wete tecorded for 34,753 males, against a
total malc population ol 37,287 It must be assumed that persons
with moie than onc occupation (e g. a tarmer and a carpenter, both
part-time) wete entered under cach occupation in 1921, “Student”
is not given as an occupation i 1921

In both 1911 and 1921 the occupation figures for Southern
District include the New Kowloon populations, although a separate
“Occupations” table is included tor the Southern Dasirict floating
population in 1921 In 19E1 1t s unclear 1l the 1slands boat people
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are ncluded in the Southern District figures, although this 1s
unlikely. For these reasons, the Southern “Occupations” tables are
more difficult to use than the Noithern ones. In 1911, occupations
are recorded for 11,036 Southern District males and 2,270 females,
agamst the islands recorded land population of 6,229 males and
5,271 females, and the total Southern District population (including
New Kowloon but excluding the boat-people) of 14,228 males and
10,896 females.

The low figure of women recorded as being in full-time
occupation in Southern Dustrict in 1911 (about 22.7% of 1ecorded
females) as compared with Northern District (51 7%) is due to
Southern District’s high percentage of fishermen, and low
percentage of farmers, as compared with Northern District, In 1911,
in both Northern District and Southern District the ratio of fishermen
to fisherwomen recorded is low (24.68: 1; 63.2- | respectively -
1.851 fishermen to 75 fisherwomen in Northern District, 1,580
fishermen to 25 fisherwomen 1n Southern District), while that of
(male) farmers to (female) agricultural labourers is hugh (1 05: 1,
1.7. 1 - 14,630 male farmers, market gardeners, or miscellaneous
agricultural labourers to 13,982 female agricultural labourers in
Northern District, and 3,138 to 1,820 in Southern Dastrict). Clearly
the 1911 Census enumerators considered the wife ot a fisherman as
essentially no more than a housewife (while her duties as a
fisherwoman were significant, they were conducted from a boat
which was also her home), but the wife of a farmer, since she had
to assist 1n the fields, away from the home, was classed as an
independent farm labourer. Other women, working from their own
homes, were also probably classed as housewives in 1911 and left
unrecorded in this way, an especially significant factor where the
wives of shopkeepers running shops or workshops from the
buildings they hived in are concerned. 63.8% of all males in Northern
District whose occupation was recorded in 1911 were farmers or
working 1n agriculture, as opposed to only 26.8% 1n Southern
Distnict, Only 8% of males with occupations recorded in 1911 were
fishermen in Northern District, as against 14% in Southern.
Shopkeepers, and workshop operators, were also more common 1n
Southern District The two societies, the one landward, and the other
coastal and urban, were very difterent, and the enumeration of
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female vecupatons is one ol the places where the difference 1s
discernible

The occupations of males as recorded i 1911 are shown n
Tables 19 and 20, which are 1e-annangements of the information 1n
the 1911 Census, and the occupations of Northern District males as
recorded 1n 1921 1 Tables 21, 22, and 24. It will be seen that the
enumerators in the two Dastricts 1n 1911 differed in their
classification of occupations It 1s unlikely, for instance, that there
were no restaurants in Notthern District, and certain that there were
numbers ol terry boats (the absence of ferry boats may, however,
be a rellection ol the 1911 Census tendency not to record the floating
population in Nerthern District). Equally, there were certainly
fishmongers in Southein Distnict Clearly, some people were being
entered into “General” classifications in the one District, who would
have been separately classified in the other. Similarly, there seem
to have been differcnces of enterpretation in, for instance, the
distinctions Lo be drawn between general carpenters and boat-
burlders, and between medicinal drug-dealers, and opium sellers,
Too much weight should not be placed on the detail of these tables,
therefore, although certain general conclusions can be drawn from
them.

The dominance of society by farming n the Northern District
comes oul clewly in these statistics About two-thirds of all men in
that district in 1911 were full-time farmers. This donunance 1s even
more profound in the 1921 {igures, where 78.8% of all the recorded
males arc farmers- although, as noted above, these figures probably
include part-teme [armers, and are not completely comparable with
those of 1911, Even in Northern District the second most important
occupation was the other mayor primary occupation of fishing, with
8.1% of males employed it in 1911 (9.4% in 1921). The long-
standing quarrying industry in the area is also clearly shown, with
1.7% of all males in Notthern Distiict in this trade (in 1921 there
were aboul 1.8% of all tecorded males 1n this trade in Northern
District). The remaining males in Northern District 1n both 1911
and 1921 were working as shopkeepers, artisans, or labourers, some
in the market-towns, the others within these villages.
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Table 19
Occupations of Males, 1911
Occupation Northern Southern
District District*

Agncultural occupations 14630 64.3% | 3138 284%
Fishermen 1851 8.1% 1580 14 3%
Seamen and sailors 296 1.3% 180 1.6%
Ferry boats and messengers - — 31 0.3%
Foodstuff sellers 832 37% 745 6 8%
(See Table 20)
Masons and stonecutiters etc 376 1.7% 766 69%
Carpenters 122 0.5% 322 29%
Boat builders, etc. 479 21% 199 1.8%
Buck makers 14 0.1% — -
Tailors and ¢loth sellers 176 08% 119 1.1%
Blacksmuths, workers in tin and brass 138 0.6% 222 2.0%
Shopkeepers and agsistants 1151 51% 621 5.6%
Suversmiths and jewellers 24 O 1% 49 0.4%
Foreign goods dealers 4 0.0% 20 0.2%
Booksellers and paper dealers — - 30 03%
Pawanbrokers 4 0.0% - -
Doctors and drugpgists 104 05% 173 16%
Opium sellers 23 0 1% - -
Coolies and geneial labourers 246 11% 1446 13.1%
Pottery and glags dealers 15 01% 6 01%
Basketry and gattan dealers 28 0 1% 35 0.1%
Priests, monks, and foitune 41 02% LI 01%
tellers
Mechamcs, waich sellers, ete, 9 0 0% 467 0 6%
Shoe makers 7 0.0% 34 0.3%
Bepgpars 6 0.0% - —
Musicians and artists 1 0.0% 7 01%
Cooks 98 0.4% 55 05%
Domestic servants 18 0.5% 4 00%
Samttary workers 4 00% 43 04%
Restaurant keepers — - 27 0.2%
Barbeis 116  05% 97 0.9%
Coal dealers - - 63 0 6%
Surveyors - — 56 0.5%
CGovernment service 58 0 3% 45 04%
Students 1729 7.6% 171 7.0%
Teachers 169 07% 74 0.7%
Others ] 00% - -

TOTAL 22770 100% 1036 100%
* Includes New Kowloon
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Table 20
Male Sellers of Foodstuffs and Allied Trades, 1911
Occupation Northern Southern
District District*
Vegetable dealers 21 2 3% 19 2 6%
Fruit selleis 26 3 1% 16 2 1%
Bakers 7 i} 1% 33 4.7%
Pouluy dealers 4 0.5% 4 05%
Grain and {lour dealers 5 0 6% 11 15%
Rice dealers 70 8 4% 43 5 8%
Rice poundeis 24 2 9% = —
Tobacco dealers 18 2.2% 14 | 9%
Wine sellers 22 2.6% 30 4.0%
Fishmongers 74 8.9%
Butchers and putk sellers - - g 1.1%
Oil sellers 1 1 3% i 0.1%
Tea sellers 15 1 8% 26 3.5%
Unclagsthied and general 535 64 3% 538 72.2%
TOTAL 832 100% 745 100%
TIncludes New Kowloon
‘Fable 21
Male Dealers in Foodstuffs, Northern District, 1921
Occupation No. of
Males
Beancurd/bean stick makers and dealers 42 4.4%
Bakers/Flour nlleis 42 4 45
Dnied Nish curcrs and dealers 54 5.7%
Preser ved jneat makeis and dealers I 0 1%
Rice mullers 27 28%
Rice dealers 84 8 8%
Dog meat sellers 1 01%
Fishmonger s 186 195%
Frunselleis 14} 1 7%
General grocery 397 41 7%
Buichers 67 7 0%
Noodle sellers 2 02%
Salt dealers 12 1.3%
Sauce makers and dealers 3 0.3%
Tea dealers il 1 2%
Vegetable sellers 7 0.7%
Total 952 1004
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Table 22
Occupations of Males. Northern District, 1921
Occupation No. of
Males
Agricultuial occupations 25306 78 8%
Fishing 3208 9 4%
| Masons and allied tades Y8 ! 1%
|_Limg burners and dealers 20 1%
Buck/tile makers 93 83%
Ol pressers and dealers 104 3%
Boat builders 42 0 1%
Carpenters and allied bades 249 0.7%
Blacksmiths/other metal-workers 56 02%
Jewellers 52 0.1%
Baskeuy and ravtan mahkers and dealers 41 1%
Other attisans ® 53 0.2%
Weavels il 00%
Sail makers 10 00%
Othet 1extile woi ket 7 00%
Tailois, cobbleis and allied nades 325 0 9%
Dealers in toodstufts {(See Table 21 952 27%
Dealers in wine 58 02%
Builderss 53 02%
Fuel dealers 40 01%
Land transpott workers (rayl and road) L9 03%
|_Boatmen (See Table 24) kil 1 1%
Swlors on toreign shups and stewmn launches 841 2 4%
| Dockyard workers 240 0 1%
Tobacco dealers 2% 01%
Doclors, denusts and medicine dealers 124 04%
Optum sellers 4 0 0%
Pawnbrokers 5 00%
Onher shop workers# 3192 I 1%
Hawkers. coolies, general Jabowers 886 2 6%
Guvernmenl service 63 02%
Intecpretets Ll 00%
Teachers 192 06%
Vels , lawyers, artists 3 0.0%
Actols, musicians 8 0 0%
Rehgious, forune tellers, geomancers, temple keepers 14 0%
Domeshic seivanis 23 G 1%
Babers 38 Q3%
Cooks 266 0.8%
Restautang, teahouse, guesthouse workels 42 d1%
Laundiymen 2 0%
Watchmen and miscellaneaus 3l 1%
Total 34753 100%
* Includes engineers, molor car iepatrels, scissois giundens, paper makers
+ Some masons and allied tades wete n the building trade as well
# Includes cark dealers, paper dealers, joss stick makers and dealers, umbrella makers,
stiuw coal makers, vanous brokers, money changets, buyers, clerks, salesmen, shop
assastants, shop accountants, shop masters, wetghers
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The ditferences between Northern and Southern Dastrict do not
stand out oo clearly in the 1911 tables since the Southern District
ligures there include New Kowloon, and exclude the boat people.
Nonetheless, Southern Dastrict has 16 2% of 1ecorded males working
on boats as aganst 9.3% 1n Northein District in 1911, and higher
percentages in all categones of shopkeeper and artisan. The more urban
and coastal character of the 1slands can be seen, if dumly,

[n 1921, however, there 1s an “Occupations” table specifically for
the Southern Distrect Floatng Population ™ This 1s teorganmised below,
as Table 23. If thus Table 15 1cad with the Southern District figures 1n
Tables 19 and 20), a fuller picwure of Southern District hife can be had.
The floaung population table 1n the census, as for the land people,
provides an occupation lor 4,129 males as aganst a total recorded male
population of 4,137, and 50 enters people under more than one
oceupation category, and must be read with care. the details of absolute
numbers, therefore, cunnot be rehied upon

Table 23

QOccupations of the Floating Population, Southern District, 1921
Qccupation Males Females
Agncultwal occupalivns 2 0.0% - —
Fishet {wo)men 3174 76 9%
Net wenving | 0.0% 896  599%
Rope making 2 ) % 57 3 8%
Sailcloth (hemp) weaving - — 4 0 3%
Seamslresses - - 33 2 2%
Carpenters and alhed tiades Y 02% -
Boatmen (see Table 24) 755 183% 430 287%
Fishmonges 3l 0 8% LI 0.7%
Other shopkeepers 14 0.8% | 0.1%
Coohes, hawkers, general tabouters 68 | 6% 9 0 6%
Relunious occupations, tortune tellers | 4 01% | 0 1%
Barbers, handiessers 1 0 0% — -
Cooks 5 O 1% 11 0.7%
Domestic_servunls — - 16 | 1%
Washerwomen - - 13 0 9%
Teashop workers 4 0.1%
Seamenfcooks on ocean-gomg Y 1 4% 14 09%
vessels and steam launches *

TOTAL 4129 100% 1496 100%

FIncludes “coxswans”
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Table 24
Occupations of Boatmen, 1921

Occupations | Northern |Northern | Southern Southern| Southern | Soathern
District: |District: | District [District District District
miles fernales [ {land):  |iland): {boad); {boat)

miales!  [females* | males females

Bour crew I 03 |- — - - - — | 352 42 6%([54 126%

Junk masters 17647 4% |36 37 5%| 43 72 9%] — = | 229 28 1452 12 1%

Cagoboats genera L11 299% |16 1 6% |- — - =118 24% || 02%

coal 6 16% [- — - — - - - = - -

fuewood S 13 10% |- — — - - = - -

fish I 30% |4 42% |- - - - - - - -

time - - 22191 17% |- - | 18 24% |2 05%

nee A0 108% |8 83% |- - — - - = - -

state 15 10% |3 31% [- - - -] - - - =

watel - - - - 2 349 |- -1 16 21% |11 26%

salt - = - = - - —_ -5 07 |- -

eatth - - - = - - - =17 09 |l 02%

Hawker boais  |— — - - 5 83% |- - |6 08% |- -—

Coolie boats - - - - - - - -1 6 OBR% (3 0 &%

Feury boats 2 05% [1 10% (8 136%| 77 100%| 75 10% [280 65 1%

Tow boats - - - — - = — — 14 19% 110 23%

Mosc sampaisand |\ oo s gg0ul— = [= = | 3 04w |14 33%

Fanuly hoqats

Diveis - - - - - - — -5 oM |- -

Boat cleaners  |— — - - - - - -1 1 UI% [2 05%

TOTAL _ [371 100% |96 100%] 59 100% | 77 100%] 735 100% |420_(00%

Hncludes New Kowloon

It will be seen that the occupations of the floating population were
almost exclusively conducted from boats. [f the occupation was
landward, it was closely connected with a marine base. Those boat
people, for instance, recorded as fishmongers were almost certamnly
acting as the landward agency for a family fishing boat, Between the
land people who were fishermen and boatmen and the floating
population strictly so called, 51% of the total population of Southern
District was normally working or resident on boats {59.7% it sailors in
ocean-going ships and steam launches are included). Interestingly, in
1921, of all the mariners recorded (in both Northern and Southern
Districts} - and to repeat, this figure must be read with care-21.3%
were operating cargo boats, hawker boats, or passenger sampans and
ferry boats rather than fishing. This 1s a salutary reminder of just how
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much freight was bemng carried by boat, and how important ferries
were, 1n the arca, both in Northern and Southern District The census
also shows just how many speciahist cargo boats there were operating,
as well as the large numbers ol general cargo vessels

The 1921 Census records all the vessels seen by the enumerators.™
In Northern District 456 fishing boats, 84 cargo boats and seven
sampans were recorded, and i Southern District 672 fishing boats 33
cargo boats and 236 sampans In Northern District 2.1 males are
recorded tor every tishing boat, and 4 1 for every cargo boat and
sampan: 1n Southern Distoict 4 7 and 2.8 respectively. The most likely
reason for the lower {igwie for persons 1ecorded for every caigo boat/
sampan in Southern Dhstrict as aganst Northern District 1s the very
much higher numbet ol sampans tecorded 1n Southern Dhstrict. The
higher figure for males recorded against Southern District fishing boats
is probably duc to the tact that Southern waters were oceanic, and the
fishing boats were in {act Fager than those operating 1n the creeks and
shallows of Northern Distract. The numbers recorded, however, in each
district and Tot cach class of vessel, are such that it is likely that few
boats were manned by more than the males of a single famuly

There weie clear dillerences between women’s and men's work
among the floating population. the overwhelmingly female nature of
the passenger-canyimg work i particulan s very clearly brought out
in thesc staustics Probably the women were working passenger
sampans while their menfolk were out tishing

The recorded occupations of Noithern Distiict women in the 1911
and 1921 Censuses and I Southern District women in the 1911 Census
are given in Tables 25 and 26. Unfortunately, the method of recording
the occupations of women s, {or the 1easons outlined above, tlawed,
and the mformation given 1s of only modest value, since women
working f1om the home weie left out of the census higutes, thus biassing
the statistics by underplaymng the role of women 1n tishing, shopkeeping,
and the minor services such as hadressing, especially tn the 1911
Census. It seems likely that the vital role of women as grass-cutters
and fuel sellers is also senously under-1ecorded, since this seems almost
always 10 have been a part-time occupation
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Table 25

Occupations of Women, Northern District 1911 and 1921.
and Southern District 1911,

Occupation Northern Northern Southern
District; District: District:
1911 1921 1911*

Agnicultural occupations 13982 O729 8792 TFl14%| 1820 80 2%
Fisherwomen 75 05% | 3546 4 4% 25 11%
Masons and allied trades 2 0.0%! S5 04% - -
Caipenters 2 00%| 6 0.0% - -
Foodstuff sellers 21 01%| 6l 04% 20 0 9%
{See Table 26}

Embraiderers 2 00% | 1 0.0% 10 0.4%
Seamsiresses ¢ic 16 02%| 1669 135%| 28 12%
Silversmiths and jewellers | — - - - 2 0%
Shopkeepers and assistants| | 00%| 15 01%#| 7 03%
Grass-cutters, charcoal 130 09%| 245 2 0% 13 06%
burners, and othet fuels

Weavers and allied tades | — - 48 0.4% - -
Shoemakers — - 2 0.0% 12 05%
Doctors and druggists 2 00%] 31 0.2%

Coolies and general 50 03%| 21 0.1% 253 11 1%
| labourers

Hawkers - - 97 0 7% - -
Basketry and rattan 2 00%| 3 0.0% 2 01%
Joss stick dealers 2 DO% | — — - -
Nuns, fortune tellers, 18 01%| 107 0 8% 6 0.3%
temple keepers L 00%| _ _ -
Marriage biokers

Midwile — - 4 00% l 0.0%
Rent colleciors 6 00% | -~ - - -
Domestic servants 12 01%| 159 1 3% 13 0.6%
Muy tsa1 - - 119 1.0% - -
Washerwomen - - 71 02% 1 00%
Cooks - - 41 1 1% 13 06%
E:;;z;l;;ant and teahouse 3 00%| 3 00% _ _
Boarding house keepers - - 3 00% - -
Rope spinnets - - = - 4 02%
Neimakers - - 3 00% 4 0.2%
Hairdressers - - l 00% 3 0 1%
Boatmen ¢ - - 97 9 7% 3 0 1%
Government service - - 3 00% - -
Prostitutes - - - - 11 05%
Beggars - - — — 1 01%
Students 33 02% | - - 21 09%
Teachers 6 00%]| 13 0 1% - -

TOTAL 14386 100%| 12320 100% 2270180
+ [neludes New Kowloon
# Includes | blackswuth, | paper dealer, | shop accountant, and 12 <hop assistants « 1See Table 24
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Table 26
Female Sellers of Foodstuffs and Allied Trades, 1911 and 1921
Occupation Northern Northern Southern
District: District: District:
1911 1921 1911*
Grocers 4 19 (0% 21 34 4% | = -
Vepetable deulers - - 7 ES5% [ = -
Frui sellers - - 4 6 6% - -
Rice dealers - - 4 6.6% 16 R0 0%
Fishmongeis — - () 9 8% 1 5 0%
Ol sellers - - 2 3 3% - -
Rice gimders - - - - 1 5%
Wine sellers 7 33 3% 1 1 6% - -
Tea sellers 2 4 5% 3 4 9% - -
General lood hawkers 5 238% | 3 49% 1 50%
Bean curd selleis ele 3 142% | 5 B.2% | 50%
Fish curets - - | 1 6% - -
Congee sellel | 1 6% — -
Mem hawkers - - 3 4 99 - -
TOTAL 21 0% ol 100% | 20 100%
lncludes New Kowloon

The 1921 higutes for the occupation of women in the Noithern
District are casicr (o use than those for men. Women seem only to have
been recorded i 1921 1l the enumerators felt they were in full-time
employment other than as housewrves. In 1921 the enumerators were
less inclined to class women as agricultural labourers because of their
part-time help in the liclds, and more inclined to accept fisherwomen
as being in full-time employment, even it they worked from a boat that
was also therr home, but, it both cases, the same biases still appear as
in 1911, cven il less strongly Mote signiticantly, the 1921 enumerators
were more witling (o accept as being in tull-time employment women
who worked at handicralits trom then home, o1 who helped their
husbands 1n shops or workshops Even so, the tigures are without doubt
fiawed, and sull doubtless under-represent the contribution wornen
made to the traditional cconomy. The 1921 Census 1ecods the
occupations of 12,320 women n the Northeirn District, 35 3% of all
women recorded theie, the 1911 Census recorded the occupations of
14,386 women, 41.4% of all women recorded.

Since the 1911 Census seems to ignore those women who worked
from home, o assisted m their husband’s shop, those women the 1911



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 36 (1996 )
© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

60

Census does enumerate as being in full-time emploeyment must be
treated as being in actual fact working (ndependently, except for those
enumerated as agricultural labourers. The 404 women so enumerated
10 Northern District represent 2,.5% of the total of 16,271 women aged
between 15 and 45 in Northern District in 1911, Clearly, there were a
substantial minority of women who were in full-time independent
employment outside the home in 1911. From the 1911 statistics, many
were working at the lower end of the employment market, as coolies
and general labourers, or hawkers, but there were enough women
operating shops (possibly in many cases as widows taking over the
family shop after their husband’s death) to make it clear that shops
operated by women were by no means rare, as, indeed, oral evidence
would lead us to expect. The 1911 female masons, carpenters, general
shopkeepers, doctors, basketry dealers, jogs-stick dealers, and restaurant
keepers are all in this category.

The 1911 statisuics do note, but clearly under-represent, the
specifically female occupations (embroiderers, seamstresses, nuns, and
prostitutes), plus the fuel sellers which oral evidence strongly suggests
was another more or less exclusively female occupation. The 1911
statistics also suggest that beancurd selling, 1n 1911 as now, was
essentially a female occupation. The presence of prostitutes only 1n
Southern District confirms the oral evidence that, while there we no
prostitutes in Tai Po or Yuen Long, there were in Kowloon City and
Cheung Chau. Midwives and marriage brokers were also purely rely
women’s work, but mostly were part-time jobs undertaken ad foc by
housewives, and so only two strays out of the many dozens who worked
in these areas appear in the statistics. The 1911 statistics, however,
seriously under-record women working wn these trades. In 1921, in
Northern Dhstrict, far more women are recorded as working in them
than in 1911 (thus, 61 female foodstuff sellers are recorded in 1921 as
against 21 in 1911; 1609 seamstresses as against 36; 48 weavers as
agawnst O; 118 coolies/hawkers as against 50; 107 nuns, fortune tellers,
temple keepers etc as against 18, and so on). The 1921 Northern District
statistics for female occupations, therefore, are much fuller, and so
probably closer to the actual position, even if under-recording 1s still
likely.

The 1911 statistics draw a distinction which is probably real,
between “Taillors” or “Dress” {male: Northern and Southern Districts



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 36 (1996 )
© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

61

respectively), and “Scamstiesses and Dressmakers” (females, both
Districts). Oral cvidence suggests that tatlors shops were a featwe of
every market town, since there were no mass-produced clothes to buy,
and most women weire not able to cut out and sew the family clothes,
The tatlors, however, must have used dozens of seamstresses m the
market and surrounding villages to sew up the clothes they had cut
out. The ubiguity ol scamstresses - mostly part-time and working from
home - is very clearly brought out in the 1921 statistics, which shows
that perhaps 10% of all women aged between |5 and 45 were engaged
in sewing up clothes. The 1921 Census also adds a significant number
of weavers, washciwomen, cooks, and boatwomen. presumably these
trades were all conducted on a patt-tume basis, or from home, and were
consequently under- in 1911,

The 1921 stausties also mention signmificant numbers of domestic
servants, and most interestingly, mui tsar, most of whom were ignored
in 1911 as being clearly “withm the home.” The 1921 Census again
refers to prostitutes 1n Southetn Dustrict, but finds none in Northern.
The 1921 Census hinds 119 mur tsaa i Noithern District, which
represents 1.1% of all recorded temaies there aged 5-20. In the city in
1921, there were 11,023 mui tsar out ol a totul female population of
50,990 aged 5-20, or 21.6%."" The city statistics also give detail on
mui sai, showmg that most were aged 11-17 The census, therefore,
strongly suggests that mun s were not a factor of as great a significance
in the rural arcas as in the city The tigures for mui tsai in Southern
Diustrict in 1921 (39, out of a total population of women aged 5-20 of
3,057, or | 3%) ane simtlar to those {rom Northern District,

The 1921 Census also gives, as noted above, ia1 more mformation
on women working lull-time 1n shops and workshops. The largest
increases in Noithern Distict are among the doctors (31 as opposed to
210 1911). clearly many doctors used their wives to interview female
patients The 12 shop assistants and the shop accountant in 1921 also
probably 1epresent women working in lamily shops

Thus, whilc the staustics on female occupations in 1911 and 1921
are flawed, and particularly so with tegard to women wotking on the
tarmly fishing hoats, nonetheless they do give enough to throw some
light on the question of the naditional eccupations of women, and they



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 36 (1996 )
© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

62

show that women workang full-time 1n shops, or from home, were quite
common In the area.

The *Qccupations™ staustics, when read agaist the population
figures for the individual settlements given in the 1911 Census also
throw a good deal of light on urban life in the New Territories. As
mentioned a number of times, the towns of Southern District were
more important 1o the society of that District than were the towns of
Notthern District In both 1911 and 1921 a far higher percentage of
those with recotded occupations who were working in “urban”
occupations.”* was recorded in Southern District (see Table 27).

Table 27
Persons in Urban Occupations, 1911 and 1921 Censuses
District Total In urban
population occupations
Northern Dhstrict 1911: (M) 227170 3859 16 9%
{F) 14387 105 0.7%
Northern Diustrict 1921, (M) 347353 4669 13,4%
(F) 12320 924 1.5%
Southetn Dnstnigt 1911, (M)*» 11036 5017 45 5%
(F)ie 2270 344 15 2%
Southern District 1921 (M)* 18418 4894 26.6%
[ ol 4329 1100 254%
* Includes New Kowloon
* Does not include the floating population

While the problems arising from the inadequacies of the
“Occupations™ tables in the two censuses make the detail of Table 27
not to be fully depended on. nonetheless the much more heavily urban
character of the Southern society comes out clearly, The 1911 Census,
which gives details of the population of every settlement, also allows
us to see the relative size of the towns, which in Northern Distnict were
tiny when compared with those in Southern. The details are at Table
28,



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 36 (1996 )

© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295
63
Table 28
Urban Population: New Territories. 1911

Northern District: Town Males Females Total
Yuen Long 458  #1 9% 101 18.1% 559
S Kung 320 62 5% 192 37.5% 512
Hang Hau 262 67.7% 125 323% 387
Ha Tsuen Shi 120 674% | 58 32.6% 178
Shek Wu Hw 29 67 4% 14 32 6% 43
Tuen Mun San Hw 72 67 3% | 35 3127% 107
Tar Wo Shy 377 39495 95 20 1% 472
T Po OId Mau ket I 533% | 84 44 7% 253

| Tap Mun 168 6b64% | RS 33.6% 253

Sha Tau Kok4 43 F0.5% 18 29 5% 61
North Distoct Total 1910 708% | 789 29.2% 2699
Southern District: Town
Tar C_land population 1159 51 6% 1089 48.4% 2248
boal poputation 3159 S584% | 2254 41.6% 5413
Tutal 4318 564% | 3343 43 65% 7661
Cheung Chau land population | 1918 59.1% 1326 40 9% 3244
:hoat population 2001 58 6% | 1841 414% 4442
Total 4519 58.8% | 3167 412% 7686
Ping Chau 434  676% | 28  32.4% 642
Mur Wo Kau Chun 1 61 1% | 7 38 8% 18
Southern Distuct Total 982 SRO% | 6725 42 0% 16007
New Terriories Total L1192 600% | 7514  40% 18706
1 Most ol Sha Tau Kok was i Chma thes 1s the New Termitories

pait ol the lown

Tsuen wan 1s not mcluded s the census includes a large raral population

with the town. Some of the Cheung Chav boat population was probably af

Ping Chaw, and some of the Tar O boat populanon was probably ar othet

anchorages on Lantau, but only a small petcentage in each case

It will be noted that there was no town in the Northeirn District as
large as Ping Chau, and that Cheung Chau was more than 24 umes as
large as all the Northern District towns put together. There were rural
populations mncluded within the total tor, especrally, Tar G, but,
nonctheless, the differences we very 1cal. The 1921 Census includes
population frgures tot only one town, Sa1 Kung the figure 1t gives (an
overall higute of 606) is in line with the 1911 figure.

It 15 nouccable that the population engaged in “urban”
occupations can be comlortably fitted into the recorded populations of
the Southern District towns, with a substantial excess over to cover the
fishermen and occan-going seamen living n the towns In Northern
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District, however, the total recorded urban population of males is far
smaller than the recorded numbers of men 1n “wban” occupations.
Clearly, many men traditionally went home to their native villages to
sleep who worked by day in the Northern District towns and, probably,
many craftsmen worked at home 1n their natve villages, only
occastonally going to sell their wares in the towns This suggestion, of
a more intimate and closely integrated urban/rural society in Northern,
and a more thoroughly urban society in Southern, is likely to be correct

By day, the Northern towns may well have been twice as large as the
figure given 1n the census, but, even if this 15 so, the difference between
the tiny market-villages in northern District and the genuine towns in
Southern remains stark.

The high number (376 1n 1911, 378 1n 1921) of masons and alhed
wades in Northern District, is to be explained, wn part, by the construction
of the roads, and the other public works projects the Government had
begpun atter taking over the New Territories, but even more by the very
large quarry at Lung Kwu Tan, which, as is made clear in the Village
Population Table in the 1911 Census, employed 2135 stonecutters and
others In Southern District there were 766 males working as masons
or in associated trades in 1911 (6.9% of all males with recorded trade),
and there were 989 1n 1921 (the 1911 and 1921 figures tor Southern
District both including New Kowloon): in both 1911 and 1921 these
people were mostly working in the large quarries at Chek Lap Kok off
Lantau, and n the “stone hills™ in New Kowloon, as well as in private
and public construction projects. Stonecutters clearly tended to live
apart from their families at the quarries where they worked. In 1911 1n
“Lung Kwu Tan Quarry”. 215 males were recorded, but no females,
and 1n Southern the quarries at Chek Lap Kok and at the “'stone hills”
in Kwun Tong stand out. Chek Lap Kok had 55 males recorded, with
only 22 females, while Ngau Tau Kok, Sai Cho Wan, Lei Yue Mun and
Cha Kwo Ling - the villages of the “stone hills™ - had 625 males between
them, but only 339 females. The Quany Bay villages of Hong Kong
Island, and the Shek Shan village in Kowloon, are other cases in point.

The censuses ate unrevealing on the other known village industries.
Up to 1917 there was a major pottery at Wun Yiu near Tai Po, and
incense mills at seveial places, especially Tsuen Wan: none of the
waorkers in these trades are specifically recorded etther in 1911 or in
1921, unless under the “general labourer” category. Howeves, the lime
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burners, who oral evidence suggests were common, are noted in the
1921 Census' 16 1n Notthern and 183 10 Southern Dustrict, as also are
the brick and tile makers, wath 83 male and hive female wotkers noted
in Northern Distrtct in that year. The othet traditional trades noted by
the 1921 Census as present in numbers (vegetable oil pressers,
shipbuilders, blacksmiths, carpenters) were mostly working within the
market towns,

In some places the “industrial™ villages can be traced in the 191]
Census, even though the iesidents i them do not appear specifically
in the “Occupattons” Table Thus, there was an atea where incense
wood was pounded 1o dust tor manufacture into joss- sticks at pak
Kiu Tsuen outside Tar Po Market, and another at Tso Kung Tam outside
Tsucn Wan. At the tust, the census records the village of Wong Ka Uk,
with [{} males but no temales, and, at the second, the villages of Tso
Kung Tam and Pak Shek K, with 36 males and only nine females
between them. These imbalanced populations strongly suggest that the
villages m question were essentially industrial Shek Tsai Po, outside
Tai O - a centre {or the drying of fish and the manufacture of shrimp
paste - had a similarly imbalanced population of 71 males to 47 females.
Villages next to important ferries - Liu Pok, Lo Wu, Yuen Chau Kok,
Sha Kong, Ha Mer, Mut Wo - also tend to have recorded populations
with more males than females, rellecting the boatmen and similar traders
living at the ferry pier Suburban industrial trades are probably the
reason also why many of the villages on Hong Kong [sland and the
rural parts o1 Kowloon (especraliy Ma Kong, Chung Hom Kok, Lan
Nar Wan, To Tet Wan, Ta Tam Tuk, Tong Po, Deep Water Bay, and the
Quarry Bay villages on Hong Kong Island, and Ma Tau Kok, San Shan,
Shek Shan, Lo Lung Hang, Wong Nat Yue, Fo Pang, Tai Shek Kwu,
and Ho Man Tin in Kowloon) ' show a significant excess of males
over females. Suburban villages with sigmificant excesses of males are
also to be scen immediately outside most of the New Territonies market
towns in 1911, These villages had commercial market-gardens,
industrial premises whichiequned large areas (dyers, joss-stick makers,
sawyers, cte), and olfensive trades (tanners, lime-burners, brick and
tile works, ctc), and should be conssdeted as part of the market town
complex. The ring of villages with high male- temale rattos around the
city in 1911 should be seen 1n the sume way, as subordinate to the
commercial life of the City
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Unfortunately, the 1921 Census includes no details corresponding
to the village-by-village information wn the 1911 Census.

Language

The 1911 Census gives information on “Language Spoken in the
Home”, although unfortunately this information is not included in the
1921 Census * The information in the 1911 Census is broken down
only by enumeration district, and is thus less interesting than 1t would
have been if 1t had been provided on a village-by-basis. A few points
are notable, however, and are detasled i Tables 29 and 30 below. The
first point is that, while Northern District was marginally more Hakka
than punti in speech (45.7 Punti: 53.6 Hakka), the land population of
Southern District was substantially more Punti speaking (76.5% as
compared with 14.2% Hakka, with 9.3% speaking Hoklo). (Nothing is
said in the Census as to the languages spoken by the Boat People) The
percentage of Punti speakers in the New Terruitories as a whole i 1911
was almost exactly half (Punti), 40,389 or 50.3%, Hakka, 38,690, or
48.2%, Hoklo, 1,141, or 1.4%). This 1s a higher percentage of Hakka
speakers than 1s often assumed in speech - the political dominance of
the Punti often leads both them and the Hakka to overe-stimate the
numbers of the Punti,”

It will be seen from Tables 29 and 30 that in most enumeration
districts the males and females of any particular dialect group do not
coincide, either in absolute numbers or percentages. In most cases, the
differences are slight, and due to enugration out of the area or 1nto the
area of predominantly unmarried young adult males. However, in some
districts the imbalance is so great as to be unlikely to be due solely to
this factor. Thus, in Ping Shan enumeration district, there are 736 more
Punti males than Punti females, and 754 more Hakka females than
Hakka males, and on Lamrna there are 321 more Punti females than
Punti males, but 117 more Hakka males than females. It 15 difficult to
explain these discrepancies. In some cases, where the number and
percentage of Hakka speaking females 15 greater than the number and
percentage of Hakka speaking males, but where, at the same tirne, the
number and percentage of Punti speaking females 1s less than the
number and percentage of Punti speaking males, 1t 1s possible that the
census is recording the first stages of the move towards speaking Punty
in the New Territories Hakka villages, with some Hakka families
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speaking Hakka al home, with the females therefore regarding
themselves as Hukka speakers, but with the males more usually
speaking Punti outside, and, therefore, with some of the males 1ecording
themsclves as Punti speakers The Launch Distuict, and the Ping Shan
and Sha Tin enumeration distiiets show this situation, and possibly
Tsuen Wan. The Lamma higwics, however, defy explanation.

Table 29
Languages Spoken in the Home, Northern District, 1911

Enumeration| Punti Hakka Hoklo |Others and Total
district unstated
Ay Tau (M) 3180 57 2% | 2288 41 1% - 96_1.8% |5564
(F)_[3211 605% | 2098 40 0% = - 3309
Total [639) 58 8% [ 4386 40 3% - 96_09% |10873
Luunch
Distuct (M) [806 52 7% | 791 49 5% - - 1597
(Fy 1724 478% | 790 52.5% = - 1514
Total 1530 492% | 1581 50 8% - = 3l
Ping Shan(Mi4377 8L0% 1997  184% 12 00%| 28 035% |5404
{(F) {5641 67 5% | 1751 325% |1 0D0% = 5393
Total {018 74.3% | 2748 255% 3 0.0%| 28 03% | 35404
Sai Kung (M)[ 1195 26.3% | 3343 73 5% 102% - 4549
(F} [1438 30 6% | 3256 694% - - 4694
Total 2633 28 5% [ 6599 7| 4% 11 01% = 10797
San Tin (M} 1706 100% - - - 1706
(F}y [1663 306% |3 02% = - 1666
Total |3369 99 9% | 3 0% - - 3372
Sha Tau Kok (M) 157 3.9% | 3789 95 3% |29 0.7% - 3975
(Fy [I87 4.1% [4392 956%|16_03% - 4595
Total (344 40% | 8I8] 955% |45 0 5% - 8570
Sha T (M) |520 284% [ 1215 662%| 4 _02% — 1834
(Fy 1331 269% ) 1444 73.1% - = 1975
Total | 1051 27.6% | 2639 698% |4 O 1% - 3809
Sheung Shw (M) 2747 78 2% [ 767 21 8% - - 3514
(F) [2652 793% | 0693 20.7% - = 3343
Total (5399 78 T | 1460 21 3% = - 6859
Tailo (M) [1039 229% | 3498 769%[3 01% - 4540
(F)_|1291 26.3% | 3489 7t 2% (% 02%)| |13 2.3% [490]
Towl (2330 24 7% | 6987 740% |11 _0.1%] 113 [.2% |944|
Touen Wan (MY 375 22,99 [ 1259 770% 1 01%|1 0.1% ;1636
(F)_{155 11.5% [1190) 88 4% = L 01% |1346
Total 530 17 8% (2449 82.1% |1 0.0%]|2 01% | 2982
Total (M) }1610 246 8%| 17947 52.2% |50 0.19%] 284 0.8* |34383
(F) [1549344 6% ] 19106 55.0%[25 ¢ (%] 115 03%*) 34739
FIncludes 64 male and I female “Mescellaneous Unstated”
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Table 30
Dialects Spoken in the Home (Southern District, Land
Population), 1911
Enumeratio Others and! Total
district Punti Hakka Hoklo unstated
Cheung Chan
(M} 1421 595% | 348 14.6%| 621 26 9% | 2390
(F) [1022 649% [216 137%]| 336 21.3%| - 1574
Total 12443 61 6% | 564 14.2%| 957 24 1%| - 3964
Lantau (M) [2999 B55% | 466 133%| 40 11% |3 0.1% | 3508
(F) 12695 342% | 478 14/9%| 29 0.9% - 3202
Total |5694 84 9% | 944 14 1% 69 10% {3 00% |6710
Lamma (M) 1168 3508% | 123 37.2%| 40 4 8% - 331
(F) [489 988% (6 2% |- 495
Total 1657 795% | 129 i5.6%| 40 4.8% - 826
Towl (M) |4588 737% | 937 150%| 701 [13%I[3 0.0% |6229
(F} |4206 798% | 700 13.3%| 365 6.9% - 5271
Total |8794 76 5% | 163714 2% 10669.3% |3 0.0% | 11500

Male:Female Ratios and Emigration

The village population tables 1n the 1911 Census which give the
male and female population of each village in the New Terntories are
of value, not enly in giving the basic population statistics of the area,
but also because they enable us to identify villages with abnormal
population characteristics.”

It is not easy to extrapolate from the 1911 Census figures to detailed
analysis of vitlage society, because of the problem of the under-reporting
of infant children and teenage girls n the Census, The problem 1s made
woise by the 1921 Census having no tables parallel to those giving the
village-by-village population statistics in the 1911 Census While the
under-reporting of youngsters in 1911 1s clear, it is not, for instance,
clearif the undes-reporttng was universal in incidence, or more typical
of wealthier, Punti, villages, or, conversely, of poorer Hakka villages,
Since more young girls went under-reported than young boys, the
standatd ratio as reported should have been about 51.5 males. 48.5
temales. In fact, m many villages, more females than males are recorded.
Given the general under-reporting of young girls, this feature can only
be explained as the result of the temporary emigration cut of the village
(to the local market town, to Hong Kong, or abroad) of young adult
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males, while their families remained behund. In other words, those
villages with an excess of temales are the inevitable reverse side of the
com, off-setting the towns and cites of the area, with their excess of
males. Not surprisingly, given the mote urban character of Southern
Dustrict, most of the villages with excess females were in Northern
District, as this tlemporary male emigration was a feature of rural
villages, just as temporary male immigration was a feature of the
tndustrial villages, towns, and citics, Appendix I lists the villages with
significantly low ratios of males to females (less than 47.0% of total
population male, excluding villages with total populations of less than
35, except where the imbalance is extteme) Table 31 maps these
villages

It will be scen at once irom the map at Table 31 that the villages
with low peicentages ol males are concentrated in the mountainous
east of the New Termitories, and on Lamma Because of this, more Hakka
than Punti villages are low 1n males. Thus 1s, however, a factor of social
and geographical conditions, rather than racial or cultural ones: large
Punti villages within the castern New Teritories {such as Swu Lek Yuen,
Ho Chung, Sha Kok Mei, Wu Kai Sha, Tar Hang ete) share a shortage
ot males with their sinaller Hakka neighbours. Indeed, in Ta Kwu Leng,
it 18 the Punti villages (Ping Che, Lo Shue Ling, Lei Uk Tsuen, Tar Po
Tin) which are short of males, the Hakka villages having either a
balanced population, or even a surplus of males (eg Heung Yuen with
53,4% of males, and Ping Yuen with 55.9%). Within the richer western
parts of the New Territonies, villages with shortages of males are less
common, bul a few clusters can be seen, such as around Ha Tsuen and
Yuen Long Markets. These clusters are probably mostly of villages
with signilicant numbers of males working in the markets (the shortage
of males m all the Yuen Long villages with shortages was in total 242:
the number of excess males working in the markets at Yuen Long and
Ha Tsuen was 197} Similarty, it 15 likely that at least some of the absent
males from Lam Tsuen were working in the market at Tar Po

The shortage of males in the eastern New Territories 15 to be
explaincd by emigration The musstonaries of the Basel Mission, who
were active in the north-east New Territories from 1849 onwards,
remarked on the high tevels of enugration from villages in this area
from 1851 onwards. By 1880, the missionaries were speaking of
“emigration fever™ m therw reports on the area, by 1894 of “deserted
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villages and depopulated districts”, and by 1906 they were remarking
on villages “with no adult males left at all.””” As noted above, the district
officer 1n 1912 also identilied heavy tempotary emigration of young
adult males as a notable feature of the New Ternitories Up to the 1870s,
the cimigration noled by the missionaiies was of indentured coolies,
leaving by ones and twos following inducements offered by more or
less dubtous emigration agents, and the missionaries castigated it as a
“slave trade™ Howevel, after the reforms of the coolie trade in the
1870s, cmigration becume more respectable, with eldeis of the villages
arranging {or the emugration {or a few years of groups of youths from
the village, through well-trusted contacts with particular shipping
lines. ™

A tablet of 1894 m the main temple of the Sha Tau Kok area (the
Kwan Tar Temple at Shan Tsut), lists the donors to the temple rebwlding
of that ycar.” The elders decided to seek donations in the first place
from residents of the Sha Tau Kok area hiving away from home. Over
a thousand donated and are hsted, with then place of residence given
Apart trom a substantial group living 1in Hong Kong, villagers of the
area werc at that date hving in New South Wales, Queensland, and
Victorna m Australia, m New Zealand, in Hawazut, British Columbia,
Cahtormia, Peru, Panama, and many other places. Today, 1n villages of
the arca such as Shan Tsw or Sheung Wo Hang, elders will state that
the best of the older surviving houses 1n the village were built by people
who 1cturned from emigration to marry and raise their famihes i the
village in the pernod 1910-1930. Tn a few, portraits of these rich returned
enugrants sull hang on the walls of the houses they built. Sumular tales
are told of rich returned emigrants m Sha Tin: the village of San Tin
theie was founded by a retuwined emigrant of Au Pui Wan village about
1890-1895. For most of Tsuen Wan destrict the 1911 Census does not
give enough information to identity villages with abnormal population
balances, but there is a further tablet recording donations to a temple
rebuwilding there, i this case of 1900, which demonstrates that some
hundteds of the villagers of that arca were abroad then.'” Those villages
which can be shown Lo have had villagers living away from the village
from the Shan Tsui tablet, or which have “returned emigtant” houses,
all have low male, temale ratios in 1911 There can be no doubt that
the miotmation at Appendix | and Table 31 shows the degree to which,
and the arca wheic, carly enugration was a significant social factor in
the New Terriloties.
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Of course, in some cases the emigrauon was over a short distance,
to the nearest market town. It 1s likely, as noted above, that the absent
males of the Yuen Long plain villages were working 1n the Yuen Long
markets, and possible that some at least of the Lam Tsuen males were
in the Ta1 Po Market. Some Lamma willagers were probably working
in Aberdeen, and from all over the New Territories there were villagers
working in the city - so many that their return 1o the villages for the
Ching Ming Festival in 1921 could bias the census in that year, as
noted above. But much of the emigration, as the Basel missionaries,
the temple donation tablets at Shan Tsu and Tsuen Wan, and oral
evidence, all make clear, was to overseas

The implications of villages with surplus males are less easy to
identify (see Appendix II and Table 32. these identify villages with
mote than 36% recorded males in their populations: villages with fewer
than 35 total population are excluded, except where the surplus of males
18 extieme). In many cases, just as the villages with low male- female
ratios 1dentify villages with significant temporary male emigration, so
villages with high male: female ratios identify places with temporary
male unnngration. One group already discussed which stands out is
the market towns, almost all of which have high male: female ratios
Nearly 82% of the recorded population of Yuen Long market was male,
and almost 80% of that of Tat Po new market (Tar Wo Shi). Even Shek
Wu Hui, Ha Tsuen and Tuen Mun San Hui had over two-thirds of their
tiny populations male (Table 28). These figures need to be put into
perspective. [n 1911, within the City of Victoria (ie omitting the Peak
and the Hong Kong Island villages) there were 151,303 males out of a
total Chinese population of 217,668, Males represented, therefore.
69.5% of the total Chinese population.' Thus, the male domination
of the larger New Territories market towns was significantly more
substantial in 1911 than that of the city, and even the smaller New
Territories markets had at least as high a level of male dominaton.
The only exceptions to this are Cheung Chau, and Tai O, in Southern
District, While these towns have more males than females, the
imbalance 15 less than in the Northern District towns or the city:
however, 1t seems likely that small rural populations are included with
those towns, and that this causes distortion n these cases. Most of the
New Territories towns also, as noted above, had suburban villages which
shared the male domination of the town itself.
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The Basel missionaries make 1t clear that thus feature of dormnation
of the local market towns by males whose families remained resident
in the village was normal in the mid-nineteenth century. In their
description of Sha Tau Kok Market. fiom 1853, they say:

“ The owners of these shops and stalls fin Sha Taw Kok Market]
do not hve in the town, bitt in nerghbowning villages, and only come
here for business and trade, or have it conducted by a substitute /
manager, '™

Cleuarly, male donunated towns, with shopkeepers living apart from
their families in the village, are a long-standing feature of the region
The pracuce of young men leaving therr villuges for temporary
residence i town was, therefore, not a new one in the early nhentieth
century. The society, heavily dominated by temporarily resident young
adult males, that sprang up m the cuy w the early decades after the
foundaiion of Hong Kong as a port, was net either novel or a reaction
to the foretgn nature of the city, but way a practice with deep local
roots. Obviowly, the men st the market towns would often have therr
Jamilies wethu a half-day's walk wvay, while the civ was, for most of
them, more distant, but the essential factor in both cases is a widespread
social e '('(:prum ‘e of voung villugers temporarify leaving home to seek
fortunes away from thetr native villuge

The ¢lose link between market towns and high male:female ratios
15 swlhiciently sttong o allow this factor to be used to differentiate
between towns in being, and 1owns not yet established. Tap Mun’s
66 4% males, for instance, dilterentiates 1t from Kat O, wiath its 54.5%
Sumilarly, Ha Touen's 67.4% males differenuates 1t from Kam Tin,
with no significant village higher than 55% Kat O and Kam Tin may
well have had small pernodic markets in 1911, and perhaps one or two
shops., bul they were nol yet lowns. Hang Hau’s 67.9% of males also
marks 1 as a town in besng 1911,

Another clearly difterentiated gioup, again as noted above, was
the specialist mdustrial villages, although in them. vsually, the
male-female ratio, while high, was less than that in the market towns
(this does not hold true {or the industrial villages ninging the City, as
perhaps is not 1o be considered surprising, and alse does not hold true
tor villages with quaines) Ferry villuges, and suburban villages outside
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market towns can be, as noted above, wdentilied by thewr imbalanced
populations, as can villages spectahising 1n 1ncense pounding,
stonccutling, and sall-working (Yim Liu Ha, and perhaps Tsing Shan
and Tsing Shan Po m Tuen Mun) Some fishing villages (especially
Kau Sai) show what 15 probably a seasonal population imbalance, with
the male population boosted by the temporaty presence of “foreign”
f1shing vessels at the Census date. In all these cases, as with the market
towns, the opportunitics {or wage-paying employment must have led
to a cerlain degice of temporary male immigration into the village 1n
question,

Some other villages may have been “mdustrial” i 1911 without
this being so clemly conlnmed by oral evidence as 1n these cases.
Thus, Sheung Wo Che 1n Sha Tin was the site of the Sha Tin Railway
Station the excess males recotded here, with the neamby Pak Tin and
Wang Pok. may have been warking on the construction of the vanllway

Howcver, when all the wiban and industral villages are discounted,
there iemain numbers of villages with excess males where theie seems
little bkelihood of immigration, and where some othet factor o1 factors
must be ut work, A number of very poar villages i the eastern part of
the New Territorics have more males than are to be expected. It may
be that some ol these villages were just too poor to pay the fees required
to let their young adult males crmgrate, and equally too poor to arrange
marnages lor them untl there was land available for them to nherit.

On the other hand, a number of very wealthy Punti villages,
cspectally those in the Sheung Shur plain (including Lo Tung, Lung
Yeuk Tau, Ping Kong, with others at just below the 56% cut-off point)
also have high male. female ratios The reasons for this are unclear It
miy be no more than a particularly strong unwillingness to report
unmarticd girls in these villages. J.L. Watson, however, has shown
that some at least of the wealthicr Punti villages had a “bachelo sub-
culture”, in which poorer members of the lineage tended not to marry,
but to drilt into a socicty of bachelor clubs centred on the lineage selt-
defence force. This system, in which unmarrtageable poorer lineage
sons were nonetheless given a positive role in local society, may have
imduced higher than average male female ratios - 1in such villages,
emigration was not the only opuon available to the excess males '
No evidence of such a “bachelor sub-cultwie” scems to exist for the
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Hakka viilages in the area.
Summary

Thus, the 1911 and 1921 Censuses throw considerable light on the
late pre-modern traditional society of the New Territorics. The evidence
the censuses provide should be used more fully than it has been. That
the censuses have mnaccuracies is manifest, but the 1naccuracies are
not of so serious a character as to preclude detailed use of their tables
for analytical work. Analysis, freed of the biases which oral evidence
mvariably introduce, shows what traditional village hife was like before
modernisation became a significant factor to the New Territories. It
shows us a complex society, with the heavy mortality rates and
overwhelnmung dominance of the economy by primary producers typical
of such a traditional society, but it shows us also the vigorous market
towns and ports, and the complex life of a well-settled and confident,
If small-scale and rural, community.
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Appendix I

Villages with Low Male: Female (Less than 47 %) Population
Ratios, 1911

Village District| No. of males | Total Age of males!
population

San Tong Pu N 15 47 31.9%%
Ngau Ha N 4] 16 33 344
S Tam Lo N | 6 16 T**
Mo To Hang N 2 i1 33 3=
Ko Tan N 3 21 38 I*#*
Tant Keng N 15 43 34 9
Wo Hop Shek N 21 48 43 8
Sheung Tan Chuk Hing N 43 102 42.2¢
Ping Che Yuen Ha N 27 6l 44.3
Tat Po Tin N 25 56 44,6
Fung Wung Wu N 39 84 46.4
Lo Shue Ling N 98 209 469
Ler Uk Tsuen N 41 94 43.6
Chuk Yuen N 18 44 40 9+
Tsung Yuen Ha N 30 85 459
Muk Wu N 21 174 46 6
Fuk Keng N 182 484 37,641
Yiun Tso Ha N 18 47 38 3-x
Shek Kiu Tau N 37 93 37 g
Ma Tseuk Ling N 47 125 37 4%
T Long N 20 46 43.5
Ha Wy Hang N 66 160 4] 34
Sheuny Wo Hang, N 175 443 39 5%
Nam Chuny N 152 348 43.7
Wu Kau Tang N 165 423 9+
Lin Ma Hang N 199 516 38 2%
Ha Wing shan Keuk N 16 43 37274
Ha Tsit Muk Kiu N 27 76 35 5%~
Kau Tan) Tro N 13 42 3] 0%
Kai Keuk Shue Ha N 47 108 43.5
Fung Hang N 6l 143 42.6%
Kuk Po San W N 36 126 44 4
Tong To N 47 104 452
Shan Tsui N 162 367 44 1
Kong Ha N 63 135 46 5
Pok_Wa N L0 225 44 4
T Che ST 7 18 38 9x¥
Neauw Kok Wo ST | 3 33 3=
Tsung Tuu Ha ST 3 3 37 5+
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Min Fong ST 1 4 250+4*
Ngau Wu Tok ST 3 10 33 3rw
Lo Sheung Tun ST 3 9 33.3%*
Mau Liu Shu ST 5 13 38 544
Cheung King ST 2 6 33 ek
Siu ek Yuen ST 73 174 4| 9*
Mu Ping ST 57 124 46 0
Shek Kwu Lung ST 18 55 32 74
TarLam Liu ST 23 57 40.41
Sha Tin Wai ST &l 180 45.07
Shan Ha War ST 24 56 42 9
Kak Tin ST 92 200 46 0
Keng Hau ST 86 195 44.1
Tar W ST 164 350 46.9%
Ha Wo Che ST 31 76 40.8%
Shan Mei ST 42 94 44 7
Kau To ST 57 130 438
Ho Lek Pui ST 18 45 40 0*
Wu Kaj Sha ST 59 135 437
Sa1 Shan Wa YL 7 21 33 3%4
Leung Ka Tsuen YL 3 8 37 5%+
Ying Lung Wal YL 38 94 40 {*
Nam Pin Wa YL 223 519 43 {)
Shan Put YL 118 273 43.2
Tong Tau Po YL 53 116 457
Nam Hang YL 44 104 42 3%
Ha Che YL 109 234 46 6
Tm L YL 48 105 457
Lam Hau YL 107 237 45.1
Fui Sha Wai YL 72 165 436
Hung Uk Tsuen YL 56 120 46 7
Kiu Tau Wi YL 71 152 467
Shek Po YL 108 257 42 O*
Sik Kong Tsuen YL 178 381 46 7
San W YL 215 487 44.1
Hong Mei Tsuen YL 21 52 A0 4*
Fung Kong Tsuen YL 34 76 447
Wong Ka Wy ™M 20 50 40.0%
Sheung Cheung Wan ™ 52 119 43.7
Hang Tau ™ 171 394 43.4
San Tsuen ™ 22 50 440
Tai Lam ™ 26 61 42 6*
Keung Ma Wo W 2 6 33.3%4
Sham Tseng W 32 72 44 4
Sa1 Hang Hau SK 3 £1] 33 34
Pik Uk SK 5 25 20 0%
Shek Pok Wa SK 4 13 308+




Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch

Vol. 36 (1996)

© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295
79

[ Ngzau Liu SK 3 T4 35 fF
Chuk Yuen SK 3 9 333~
Chuk Kok SK 4 1 36 4~
Heuny Chuny SK ! 4 25.0%¢
Che Ha San Tsuen SK 11 a0 36 7%
Ta Wong Chung SK 3 9 37.5%*
Sheuny_ Yeuni SK 34 RS 400
Tar Wan Tau SK 53 117 453
Theung Kwan O 5K ) 193 16 6
Yau Yue Wan SK 53 16 457
Ma Yau Tung SK 60 131 45 8
Tseng Lan Shue SK 124 276 449
Mok Tse Che SK 20 51 39 2 *¥
T Po Tsan SK 77 172 44 8
Wo Mer SK 30 66 455
Ho Chung Sk 159 418 R
Pak Kong SK 75 190 39 5%+
Sha Kok Mey SK 152 346 439
Nam Shan SK kI 86 419
Wong Chuk Yeung SK 25 83 301>~
Shan Liy SK 33 73 452
Lung Shuen Wan Pak A | _SK 76 164 46.3
Chuk Hang San Wa TP 7 18 38 9~
Ta: Wo Yuen TP 3 9 33 3%
San Uk P TP 3 9 333N
T Hang San Tauen TP 3 10 33.37¢
Jk Tau TP 10 27 37 0%
Tiu Tan TP 12 35 34 3**
Mam Shan TP 9 26 KL N
Nas Tong_Kok TP 19 49 38 §~*
Che Ha TP 33 73 45.2
Ma Kwu Lain TP 27 63 42.9~
T Po Tau TP 50 112 44 6
Shek Kwu Lung TP 30 72 431
Ha Wun Yiu TP 26 60 433
Lai Clu Shan TP 40 97 41 2*

'ﬁeung Wun Yiu TP 33 129 417
Wong Yi Ay TP 43 14 37 7%
Hang Ha Po TP W 246 402+
Tong Sheuny Twuen TP 46 131 351
Tar Mung Tsai TP 36 80 41 9*
Shui Wo TP 41 92 44 6
Puk Neau Shek TP 22 53 41 5*
Tsar Kek TP 51 129 395"
Tar Om Shap TP 30 72 4] 7*
T Omi TP 74 162 457
Lung A Pin TP A0 o0 44 4
Tin Liu Ha TP 74 177 4].3"
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T Hang Toz Tong Tsuen| TP 29 77 37 i
Tas Hang Chung San Way| TP 52 L2 46 4
Tar Hang Fuu Sha Wai| TP 47 117 40 2+
Sha Lo Tung TP 120 307 39 1%
Fung Yuen TP 60 133 45 1
Ha Hang TF 40 97 41.2%
Shuen Wan Tseng Tau| TP 21 48 43.8
Shuen Wan Tung Tsai| TP 14 43 32.6%%
Shuen Wan Po Sam Pa1| TP 70 156 44.9
Ting Kok TP 301 669 45.0
Shek Tau Pai TP 25 56 44,6
Ko Tong TP 34 80 42.5%
Ta1 Tan TP 12 35 34 3+
Pak Sha Au TP 52 17 44 4
Nai Tong Kok TP 19 48 38.8% %

| Kam Chuk Pa TP 39 93 4] 9%
Yeung Shu Long [ 3 13 AR 5#*
Kau Lung I 2 6 33 3%¥
Mau Tat I 23 69 33.5%%
Upper Tung O I 18 44 40.9%
Lo So Shing I 30 75 40,04
Luk Chau I 16 54 29 6* &
Ta: Ping I 49 113 434
Pak Kok I 15 52 28 g#*
Tair Wan I 52 113 39 |+
Wang Lung L 17 30 34 0*+
San Tsuen | 6l 133 46.2
Luk Ter Tong I 23 76 434
Leung Uk I 46 104 44 2
Kau Pa Kong ssp 73 165 442
Pak Shue Long SSP 61l 151 40,41
Aberdeen Old Village | HKI 74 164 45 |
Aberdeen New Village | HKI 45 98 45.9
Hok Tsur Wan HKI 15 a9 38 5%

1 Villages with severe shortage of males (43% or less)
1*Village with earreme shoitage of males (39% or less)
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Appendix It

Villages with High Male: Female {More than 56% Male)
Population Ratios 1911

Village District | No. of males | Total Age of malesl
population
Liu Pok N 130 237 574
Shek Wu Hui N 37 56 66 1+
Lo Wu N 3 8 100*1
T Tow topg N 5l 91 56.0
Toung Pak Leng N 105 184 570
Yin Kong N 21 35 60.0*
Taiu Keng Wia N 38 66 57.6
Siu Hang N 25 42 59 54
Ma Wat Wiy N 28 49 57.3
Wan Shan Ha N kh 66 576
Lo Tung N 167 191 360
Kuk Po Lo Wiu N [40 247 56.7
Hung Shek Mun N 49 87 56.3
Wu_Chau Tong N 28 48 583
Sha Tau Kok N 14 14 100*¥
Yun Liv Ha N 29 47 61 7*
Neong Ping 8T 7 9 778+
San Tt 5T 7 109 70.0%+
| Pak Tin ST 2 3 66 7x*
Wang Pok ST 8 9 8§ 9+
Sheung Wo Che ST 70 100 FO O**
Chek Nt Pig 5T 70 122 57.2
Shek Wu W YL 37 56 66, 1%+
Tung Tau Yuen YL 26 38 68.4**
Kak Hang Yuen YL 16 25 64 0 *
Lel Uk YL 32 418 66, 7%+
Sha Kong My YL 5 6 TT7 4%
Yuen Long Matket YL 458 559 81 9**
Tong Fong YL 83 148 56.1
Sha Kong YL 5 6 83 3x =«
Kong Tau YL 26 46 565
Ha Touen S YL 120 178 67 4%14
Wang Che SK 4 5 80 0**
Wu Ler Tau SK [4) 9 66 7+
Yau Ma Po SK 24 31 77.4%%*
Uk Cheung SK 4 6 66 T+
Hang Hau SK 262 387 67 B>
Mau Fa Tsu SK 28 47 59 6*
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val kung Market Sk 320 1 62.5%
Kon Hang SK 32 36 571
Kau Sm SK 29 30 74 441
Tsing Shan ™ 17 26 65 .4+*
San Hus ™ 72 L7 67.3%*
Shiu Hang ™ 4} 68 58.8
Tsing Shan Po ™ 37 43 86 O+ +
Sheung Nam Long ™ 112 194 577
Ha Nam long ™ 56 97 577
Lung Kwu Tan Ouariy | TM 215 215 100 *
Ta1 Shui Hang ™ 27 41 65.9%*
Nam Hang San Wai TP 14 21 66 7+*
Tin Liu TP 5 7 71 4%+
Tan Hang Tan Wo TP 11 17 64 7+
Long Ha TP 14 18 77 g*
Ta Wo Shi TP 377 472 79 Q¥
Wong Ka Uk TP 7 7 100% *
Pun Chung Heung Chan TP 2 2 100%*
Yuen tong TP 26 46 56.5
Fu Yung Shan TP 24 38 632+
Ta Tong TP 148 258 574
Chau Tau TP 155 323 36.9

|_Tap Mun TE 168 253 66.4*% ¢
Pak Shek Wo ™W 11 16 77 g4
Tung Kwu Shek W 2 3 68 gr+
Nam Fong To TW 16 25 66 7H*
Tso Kung Tam W 20 20 100*1
Pak Shek Kip ™ 16 25 [N kel
Ha Mex I 4 4 100*1
Chek Lap Kok I 35 77 71 4%
Sa1 Wan I 33 49 67 3+
Shek Tsu Po I 71 118 60 2%
San Keung Shan [ 37 66 56 1
Fan Pup [ 14 39 576
Sha Tsw [ 62 107 57.9
Pa Mei I 27 46 87
Cheung Chau (Land [ 4519 76R6 588
and Boat Population}
Tar O (Land andd Population) I 4318 7661 56.4
Ping Chau [ 434 642 67 6%
Ngau Tau Kok KT 314 440 L4+
Sar Cho Wan KT 35 58 60.3*
Cha Two Ling KT 134 211 63 54%*
Pokfulam HKI 580 833 69 6+
Aberdeen Town HKI 951 1314 72.444
Aberdeen Garden HKI 22 28 78 6%
Aberdeen Brick Works| HKI 04 64 [ OO0+

“Wong Chuk Hang HKI 44 57 it ivZEl
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Tin Wan HKI 67 1L 60.4*
Ma Kong HKI1 7 7 100**
Chung Hom Kok HKI 10 {8} 100>
Lan Naj Wan HKI 4 4 100* 4
Tu Ter Wan HKI 53 54 of | *4
Taus T Tuk HKI 52 76 68 4¥!
Tong Po HKI 17 [8 04 4=+
Decp Water Buy HKI 3 8 100+
A Kung Nap HKI 161 269 599
Shaukeiwan HKI 4317 5908 73.014*
Fu Tso1 Fat HKI kI 585 61 7*
Ma Shan Ha HKI 458 742 61 7
Sa Wan Ho HKI1 H50 876 742>
Tsal Tsz Mui HKI 193 297 64 9
Ma Tau Kok k 145 212 68 4*
San Shan k 17 180 65.0%#*
To Kwa Wan k 766 1072 715+
Shek Shan k 178 277 64 -
Hok Yuen k 789 1272 62.0*
Ta1 Wan k 61 47 62 %
Lo Lung Hang k 174 204 g7y
Worg N Yue k 168 250 672+
Fo Pang k 126 180 70 0%
T Shek Kwu k 47 70 65 74+
Ho Man Tin k 272 470 579
Fuk Tsuen Heung k 614 86l 70.8**
Sz Wu Tong k 258 451 572
Wi Chau Tsi k 85 130 65 44+
Ap L “HD 270 391 60 0# ¥
Tm Liu Tsuen i) 253 337 75 [#1
Chu Liu sasp 84 142 592
Cheung Sha Wan S8 496 653 76 7>
Sheung Chu Liu RY s 35 54 64.84%
Lt Cly Kok ssp 144 173 g3 2%
Sar Kok 552 309 508 60 8%
Kowloon Tong S5 113 185 6.1
Muk Kung, Hom sSSP 42 62 67 75
Shek Kip Mer ssp 50 72 69 4**
Sham Shw Po ssp 10328 1577 g5 24*

1 Villages with severe excess of males (more than 60%)
¥ Villager With exrreme excess ol males (more than 64%)
Fully developed pints of Hong Kong Inland and Kowloon excluded
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NOTES

Details of the 1911 Census e in Papers Laid Before the Lequdative Cowncdd of Honghong.
1911, (Hong Kong Sessional papets), prnted by Norenha and Co , Government Prnters,
Hong Kong, No 17, “Report on the Census of the Colony to 1911, Laidd Before the
Legistative Counctl by Command of His Excellency the Goveirnor, November 23d, 19117
{Heiematter, Census Repers, 1911 Tins Repont consists of an eight page (49 pmagraph)
Repont (pages 103 (1-9), with 41 Tables attached to it {pages 107 ¢ 10-59), together with a
section of ‘Notes for the Guidance of Futuwie Census officers’ Deratls of the 1921 Census
ae 1n Papers Laid betote the Legislative Council of Hong Kong, 1921, (Hong Kong
Sessional Papers), punted by Noronha and Co . Government Ponters. Hong Kong, No 5,
“Prehiminaty Report on the Census of Hong kong, 1921, Lawd Betoie the Legnslanve
Council by Commind of His Excellency the Governer, 231d June, 19217, and No L5,
“Repoit on the Census of the Colony for 1921, Laid Before the Legislative Council by
Command of HisExcellency the Governor, | 5th Decmber 19247 (Hereinafter, the 151h
December Repoit s noled as Census Report, 19211 The prelimunary Report consists of
an muoduction (page 413, followed by 4 Tables ot ‘Pielnnimary Figuies of the
Populanion’pages 42-44) The [5th December Report consists of a 19 page Repott, in 7
sections (pages 151-169), with 37 Tables tmany with several subtables) atiached to 11
(pages 171-232)

* Thus, the Hor Ha books which ae now deposited with the Regional Coungil, i the Sha
T Central Libiary. ate the books and papeis of a local doctor and teacher fiom the
remote wvillage ot Hot Ha, tin Noith Sai Kung [ncluded m them ae some notes of
intormialion on Laly and the Mediten anean Sea, which must be the record of o conversation
with the priests More specitic evidence of contact 1s a book which the owner of the
collection bound 1o fragments of an lalian newspapet This evidence dates from 1910-
1920 From the late 1890s thete 1s a deed hom How Ha regulating the village's telationship
with the botlom-soul landlord, which states that a copy has been deposited with the priests
“fon satekeeping™ The owner of the collection had no religious sympathy warh the Saiking
priests

Ermigration 1s discussed n detail befow

Papers Land before the Lepstative Conncil of Hongkong, 1912 (Hong Kong Seswional
Papers), printed by Noronha and Co , Government Printers, No 11, "Report on the New
Termtones, [899-1912, Lad betote the Legislative Councd by Comminand of His Excellency
the Governow, August 22nd, 1912, (the Oime Report) para 88

Papers Laid Bejore the Legiskative Connetl of Hongkong, 1902, (Hong Kong Sessional
Papeis} printed by Noronha and Co , Govetnment Prnters, No 14, “Repoit of the
Commitiee on Education, Lawd before the Legislative Counctl by Command of His
Excellency the officer Adnunistering the Govetnment™, p 392 See also Setsional Papeis
1905, pages 330-7, 1907, page 514, 1908, page 330, Admenntrasive Repotts for the Year
1909, page MEO; /970, page N13. 1914, pages N7-8, 1912, page N11-12 The Yuen Long
school was at Pg Shan berween 1907 and (912 The poor standards and low numbe:s of
pupils are stiessed i 1908, 1909, 1910, and 191} See also the Onne Repori op ait pmas
100-102 and Appendix G, and Admunistraiive Reparis Jor the Year 1920, page 015



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 36 (1996 )
© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

85

" Admonsiaitive Ropeits for the Year 1913 pages NI3-17, 7904, pages N12-N13, 7945,
pages BIR-O10F080, pages 0500 1917 page 07 1918, page 09, J919, page G10. 1920,
pages TS, 021, Q29030 {924 pages 074, 016 022-023, 033-034 Scholaships were
altered trom these aded village sehools to the Goverunent sehools in the New Ten notes.
and hom the Government schools m the New Tenones to thase m the Cuy. although
vety lew were taken upon the it Jew years

£ Sew R Pallips. Kewdoon-Canson Rabw ey (Botsh Secrony A Hisgery, (Uiban Council.
Hong Kong, 1990), and Adunesiramnoe Reponss for the Yeas 191, page R6. 194 page
RI Ty 1911, the Sha Lan Kok hight caolway was opened only as fir as Shek Chung Au
The extensien of the hightatlway to Sha Faw Kok came i 1912

Yo Admrstrerive Reposts jor the Year PO pages p3-350 1947, pages pa0-d1. 1942 page
PR F9E A, pages pRO-BE. FU1L, page pRI-BO, 197 5. pages Q94-96, F916, pages Q77-78,
F9E7, pages QBE-90, FOI8. pages QR1-B5, 79749, pages Q53-55. 1920, pages Q6d-65,
and F921, pages Q7778 A progiamime 10 budd 6 1o 8 feet wide 1ootpaths/bridle paths
had been begu i the New Tenntones in 1899 1he tootpath from Kowleon 1o Tar Po was
completed m THZ, and that liom Castle Peak Bay 10 Au Tau m 1901 The section hom
AuTau o L anhng was compleled Cexeept o the brdge at Au Tau) by ihe end of 1914
No path was built Between Castle Peak Bay and Sham Shn Po, or between Tar Po and
Fanling s thes peood This foatpath constiucion progeannne does not seem 10 have atfected
traditional village Lte sigmhcantly, althougly the Dustiicr Giticer felt the new footpaths
b e the work of panolling and admnustering the New Teritones easer However,
the suly speailic use the Distiet Otheey poted ton the new footpaths, other than by
Governmment alhioals, was by catthe dvovers sending animals 1o the City tot slaughter the
lontpaths were "ustied by admuustiative and mdita y needs™ (ihe Orare Reporr, pates
ML A2-1%36) The New Tenntones coculan 1oad was an upgiading of these eatlier
lastpanhs, where ihey existed. bt included new constiucton whete the em her footpaths
wete Lackiny

Y Papers Lad Before the D egidanve Concd of HongReng, 1894 (Hong Kong Sessional
Fapersy, prnted by Norothaand Co . Goveonment Pineers, Hong Kong, No 9, "Extacts
Bom Papers Relaung (o the Latension ot the Colony of Hengkong, Lawd betore the
Legaslative Counctl by Comugand ot Elis Lxceellency the Governen - Extiacts fiom o Report
by M: Stewart Lockhat on the Latenwion of the Colony of Hongkong.” p 187, temaiks
that. e 1899, the steamers ro g Kong 1o Macao called imermintently at Cheung
Chau  1he Oume Repott, op ot mentions that steam fetoes trom Cheung Chau used to
carey the fsh catclie Heng Kong cady mthe mounng ((rna 63) Sec alvo Adomannrative
Repotts fou the Year 1910 page 12, 985, page J9. 1916, page JI2, 1919, page J12.
{922 page HI2

Ineludimg the choree ol Cheung Clhau as o place o spend weekends and the summer by
numbers ol Laopean Lanndies. nutally mostly missionazies fiom Canton: This began n
avery sl way m 192, butonly becanke a maor leature from 1918 1o 1919 a“European
weservation” was fonmed. and a siall yeac-iound resdest Eviopean communmity with an
Assembly Hall and a 10 hole goll-cowse had become established by 1921 Admsstrative
Reporiy for the Year 1912, page D13 7914 page [T F984, page 19, 1945, page 10, J917,
page JUL S48 page T 1920, pagee J12, 1921, page 113
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' Qrme Repori.op cn, paras 87, 89, 91, 101-102

1 Census Repost, 1921, pages 16U, 162

Certstis Report, 1911, pata 48

e

By 1921, the Distncts were called Notth and South Districts, but in this paper they we
called Northern and Southern Distiicts throughout, tor the sake of umformty and
strapheity

r

Census Reporr 1911, pmas 8, 41

£

Cemits Report, 1941, pmas 6.7

Censits Repent, [V, para 7

=

Census Repens 1911 para 3

Censuy Report, 1911 pura 44

Censiis Repors, 1411 para 22, and Tables XIX and XTXa
Census Report, J9{1 paa 3

5 Cewsus Repent 1911 pua 5, 6, 8, 44

Cemuy Report 1941 paa 19

M Censits Repowt, 1941 pma 22

* Census Repont, 194 para 2

" Census Repors, 921, Table XXXIVu

i See below, n 63

£

Cenuny Repout, 1911 Table XV

Censs Report, 1911, patas 41, 48

M

Censis Reporr, 194, Table XIX San Tin distinct enumerated 73 villages, the Mus Bay
Launch Distorct 34, Sheung Shui 59, Sha Tn 62, Au Tau 62, Sha Tau Kok 67, Ping Shan
73.Ta Po 102, and Say Kung 126

Censis Repoist, 1941, Table XI[Xa

* Tsing Far Tong, Ha Fa Shan, Yau Kam Tau. Ting Kav, Tso Kung Tam. Sham Tseng,
Chuen Lung and other villages west of the Tso Kung Tam sueam are enumerated separately
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undes the An Tau Enumeration Dostrict, and the Shing Mun witlages are sumilarly separately
enumeisied under the Tar Po Enumarastion Distnct

" The viltuges of the “Stone Hill™ - Ngau Tau Kok, S0 Che Wan, Cha Kwo Ling, and Lex
Yoe Mun - aie uinetaled separately, under Kewloon City enumetation district

YL erises Repens, F9HE Tables XTIV, XV

Yo Cenves Repent, 191, pare 6

¥ On Lamma, 18 wilages, populanim 826 (perhaps 3 6 villages, 181 people per day). i Au
T'au, 62 villages, population 1873 {perhaps | village. 181 people per day), Sha T'au
Kok, 67 villages, population 8570 (perthaps | village, 143 people per day), Ping Shan, 74
villages, population 107097 {perhaps | village, 190 people per day}, Sat Kung, 126 villages,
poputation 9243 {petups 2 villages, 154 people pei day)

Y Cemus Reporr, 1921, pages 159-160, Paca |

W Censas Repedt, £921, page 160, paoa b

Y Cemvirs Report, 1924, page 151, pua d, 6

U Cenans Beport, $924, page |52, paia ¥

" Cemsus Report, 1921, puges 160-167, paray 5,7

* 1o 1921, Tsuen Wan disterct had only 135 boat people 1, as 1s hkely, the numbers of hoat
people there weae the same m 1971, then the boar people were only 5% of the population
ot Tsuen Wan

N Prelimunatry Cemtis Report {23d June 1921), op cit, para 4 - 5, Census Report, 1921,
page 195, para ¥, page 160, pare 3.4, page 162, pme 13, Table Xi

M prelmnnary Comas fepors {23rd June 1921), op cit para 4, Censtis Report, 1921, page
160, puta |

" Taken hom Censtes Repenrt, 194, Table XX, and Censits Repoit, 1921, Tables 1X, X1V

¥ That the hgures i 1911 are the 1esult of uader-ieporting of young boys can be seen by
checking the frgures i the 1921 Census tor boys aged 10-14 and 15-19 Since the Northemn
Disttiet population was basieally stahic, these aie largely the same group as those aged -
4, 5-9 a decade earhier The Census gives 4146 and 3479 for these two groups, thereby
contunug the under-iepotning of 1911

7 Prefimnmeny Censis Repor (23rd Jime 1921}, op o, pare 3, Cenwn Repent, (921, page 156

B Censtes Reporr, 1921, page 161, pua 9, page 162, pma | However, see also note 65
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* The totul Nottheirn Distiict 1recotded poplatton was 6% 1 thousand w 1911, and 69 9
thousand 1n 1921 fmcluding the boat-people), suggesting, at 35 buths pey Ihousand. about
3420-2450 buths a yem, ot which halt (1210-1223) would be male

The 1921 Higures tor women aged 10-14, 15-19, 2529, 20-34 Jo not show the same
pattern as the 1911 tigures did  tor the same group adevide ealier un 1921 these groups
are, 1espectively 4,380, 3,390, 2,792 and 2.610), thus makimg 1 very hkely that the
diltetences were due 10 under 1eporhing, given the static narme ol the population

* The higutes m Table 7 take no account of enngration fions the wea which would 1educe
the 1essdent adult mule populatien (pattculatly berween ages 203 and 40} Enugration was
astgmfcant social teature (s discussed mone Fully below), but does not make the vety
raugh Irguees m Table 7 substantially maccurate

“ Death-iares. of counse, dittered much more on a vear-by-yeaw basis than 1oday Eprdemmc

disease {smallpex especially) killed many chaldien, but smallpox struck only one year i

every 3 or 4 Malia and dysentery. the other mayor kallers of childien atier nec-naal

mlections, wete more endenuc as problems The Census officer i 1921 discussed death-
1ates within the New Tennones, bur, presuimably because he was awine of the problem of

under-teporting of cinldren, he hnuted imselt to the death-1ales 01 petsons aged over 25,

pointing out that the death ates of mles between 25 and 50 were double those of England

and Wales at ihe same date, and were 50% highet To1 temales Between 50 and 60, death
1ates 1n the New Teuntories were he found. 14 times those i England and Wales and

1ather higher than this toc temales The pencenfnge of 1he population shil alive at age 60

m the New Tertnouies was less than halt that i England and Wales for males, and baiely

half for temales Cemsin Report 1921, page 161, paa 8

* Pupers Laad Bepore the Legrslutive Connold of Hongkong, 1900, (Sessional Papers), printed

by Noionha and Co . Governmient Printers, No &, "Repoit ot the Acting Puncipal Civil

Medical Ofhicer ton the Year 1900, Laid Betote the Legislative Council by Commund of

His Excellency the Govemnen™, p 253, 1902 No 37, p 720, 1905, No 15, p 266, 1906

No 14, p 3530, J07 No 27, p 459, 7908 No 21, pd59, ete, Adnrnsisattoe Repotis fen

the Year 1909 P K54-6, 900 p L5152, 798 p L61, 1912 p L&0-61. 71913 p Lol-

62, {914, p LO3. 1OI5, p MST-58, etc A shotl history of medical provision in the New

Tetntoney 15 10 Administrative Reporss for the Year 1932, p M103-104

M Admmnaainve Repotis, passon

* Reducuons i mbant, especially neo-naial. mowtality m the markel-towns between 1911
and 1921 wete certiunly less than the numbers of intants not reported to the Census. and
thus are invinible in the statistics

* The 4 3% teduction the los< of Tsuen Wan implied was ottset, o a laige extent, by the
1921 gher figuies tor the boat people Berween these two tactons, the 1921 tigmes
would be expected to be lower than the 1611 hgures by abow 1-2%

-1

Admmntiative Bepotts for the Yeur 1920 page 029-30
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™ 2092 fentales aged 25-30m (D1] 2795 m 192}

2

Cenvirs Repend 217 Table XXI

MCemsies Heport F2E Lables XAIVEXX VL

f

Based on o figme of double the temale population siwe the male population s clearly
sigiticantly chistoried by onmgration

Sec T W Hayes, Hhe flong Kong Regron IRSO-198F Besttiesioms, m fnen and Conntinoade,
Hanmden, Connechicnt, 1977

f

Cemms Repong, 1951 Tables 1X aid X No detaled reahdown of Place of Bnth of the
Hoatttig population 15 mcluded wthe 1911 Census

b

The statistics (o Place of Buth moahe 19210 Cepsus give a somewhat ditferent pretue
There (Cemvers Repenr, 1921, Lable XD he place of buth ot 34,724 Nocthern Disnict
males aned 3301 Nottheo Distoct lemales are given, ot which only 83% (males) and
K24 (lemales) were boso wailin the New Terotories The sharply Ingher figutes for persons
horn ouiskle the New Jersttornes seems 1o be due to thiee tactors: The Tk s the time of
the Census The 1921 Census was taken dunng the cooler weather {Maich-Apul) as
compared wal the 1911 Census CApul-Juney Numbers ol stonentter s iminerant weavers
ele are hkely 1o have beew lugher i 1921 as 0t s hnown from aral evidence that many ot
these village-to-vidlage Daders went back e then own lamithes 1 villages outade the
New Tetronies Joe the simes and bagvest seasons, and wouldl thus have been enume ated
m 921 bt potm 1911 s s doeubtless 1he ieason the 1921 Census shows a tae bnghey
liguie Tor males born iy Kwat Shoa Dastoct (997 compaied o 3543, anel also tor males
tront the area worth of Canton (241 s compared to 230, although die numbeis from Ka
Yimg and other Liast River atcas were Towet (1392 as compared w §770 This may also be
the reason o hagher tecorded numbers of tiales lrom other wland aeas in 1921 (Sze
Yap 77 as compared 10 25, and Shin Flng area 9% as 10 1Y) Wit the excepuon of Kwa
Shun, afl the 1921 frgares lon these areas show L dewer temales than males {( Kw.u Shin,
1507 temales, noch ol Canton 112 East Reven 72, Sze Yap 16, Shia Hing 453 The eltects
ol the Clung Ming 1 esnval, and ihe renvaunng 1920 wehugees e responsible. almosi
certamly, o the mnch lugher tmbeis of San On botn wales (121310 1921, only 243 m
FO1 5, anch may iy pant also aceount ton the micrease w Tong Kun males (385 m (921 163
m 19y Most ol the ditlerence, bowever, mist be due 10 a more caelul enumeration of
the bowt people w the azea The logher oumbers ecotded m 1921 tor mades bovnon the
Delta (750 a5 agast 2345 the Chin Chaw atea €113 as agamst 9 Hong Kong (2206 as
aganst 101 and Macao £25 as agamst ml), mnst be due 1o this factor The reduction 1 the
numbecs of women recorded as ot m Flong Kong 01208 s against 2383 i 1911 may
be due o errors mthe (917 iecnd Becase of these dilterences. it s difficult e compae
the two Censuses duectly wath wegaid 10 these statistios Tt s considered likely that the
1911 hgres are closer o the actual posian of leng-temt Lind population residents born
chilside the wea The mlanmatoon s ihe 1921 Census dows net permt sy direct companson
winn e Place of Bath frgaees for Southern DistncUin 911, since the 1921 tizuves include
New Kowloon as well as the [slands
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W5 Census Reporr, 1911, Tables [1 and X1il No detaled breakdown of Dialect Spoken i the
Home by the floatmg populanon 1s included 10 the 1911 Census

#  (hal evidence suggests that the boat people did have larger families than the Jand pecple.
and a hughen rate of infant mortality, but these tigures still suggest that the **35 per thousand™
figwe gaven by the Census officer in 1921 may have been shightly under-estimated

&

Centvus Repori, 1921, Table XX VI

% Taken from the 1911 Table of Places of Birth (Northern Dustiicr), and the 1921 Tables of
Places of Buth (Noithein District Southern District, Floating Population)

L

Census Report, 1941, Table XX VI

™ The 1911 Census recotds 24,468 males of 10 years old and upward, and 22,460 of 15
years and upwaid, suggesting about 24,000 of 12 years and upward The married state of
24,378 males 15 recorded, of whom 881 weie mairied before the age of 12 The
corresponding figures fo1 Northern District females are 27,926, and 24,378, suggesting
about 26,000 aged [2 and upward, with the marnied state of 26,723 females actually
recorded, of whom 902 weie married before the age of 12

7

The corresponding figmes in 1911 for the Southern District land population weie 0 8%
and 1 1%

o

= In 1911 the Married State figures for Scutherm Disinct are not broken down into the
1slands and New Kowloon, and aie therefore difficult to use

™ The “Occupaucns” Table of the 1921 Census (TABLE XVI1D shows 31 male, and 104
female teligious in North District, and 14 male and 71 female teligious in South Dstiict

mn 1921

M Census Report 1911, Table XXX

ki

Census Report 1921, Table XII See also Alice Ng Lon Ngai-ha, “Village Education in
Transition The Case of Sheung Shu”, Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Roval
Astatie Soctery, Yol 82 (1982), pp 252-270 generally for this section of this article

N

&

In 1931, the Census Officer stated that he felt the 1921 Census figmes for educational
attammenis of 1he floating population were inaccutate He suggested 34 04% of floaung
popuiation males over 20, and 1 38% of females over 20 were lilerate These higures,
however, are not broken down by distict See Sessional Papers Laid Before the Lequsiative
Council of Hong Kong, 1931, pnated by Neronha and Co, Hong Kong, 193], No 5/1931,
“Report on the Census of the Colony of Hong Kong, 19317 (the Census Report, 1931y, p
141

7T See Alice Ng Lun Ngat-ha, op cit p 266
"™ Census Report, 1911, Tables XXXV and XXXVI
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™

The Censos Qlficer i 193] came 1o this conclusion, after considenng the evidence
some depth Cervies Repere, 1931, pp 199-141

i

Papers Laid before the Legodative Cauned of Honghong, 1902 (Hong Kong Sessional
Papersh prmted Norooha axd Co Government Prantess, (903, No 14 “Repoit of the
Committee of Lducaton™ (1he Brewmn Repont), “Lad before the Legislanve Council by
Command of T Lacellency the Othwer Administering ihe Government™, p 392

¥ Report, op ut pata 101, and Appendin G
B Admenetratnoe Repotts for the Year P pages N13-17
LR

Administiative Repen sy for e Yoy F921 pages 13-4, 022.23

El

Admpnisirainve Heports for the Year 192£, page 03-4 An avernge of 3+ yems would imply
about 8% of boyscceived some education 4 years, about 70%

L]

The Tarpe Macket Chels School, the Cheuang Chau Giels School, the Yuen Long Guls
Schonl. and the Lendon Mesion Sociery Schouol (Co-educational) at Tsuen Wan By 1931
there were distiict sigirs of improvement. wiale only 2 819% of land population females
over 21 woeire then lerate, Y 6Y% ol thase aged 16-20 weie

The withenng seoin with which the Sung Repmt weeats the conent of the traditional
caraculum and 1waclong methods of the village sehools should be treated with some
cauion Sung was dn exiteme propotent of the “new methods™ meducation

Cemsees Report, 1951, Tables XXXV XXXV Cenvars Repeng, 1921, Table XVIIL

kil

H

Cesrsaes Repors, 1921, paacd The conwsin ol the 1921 " Occupalions™ statistics was
repeated o the 19V Census Repont

)

Cewsas Report, 1924, Lahle XX VI

K]

Censtiy Kepent, 1921, Fable XXXV

U Censtey Reperr, £924, Table XX Pacy Uand Patd 11

F Gt people working o agrecalinal occupadiots, bislier(wohnen., domestic seivarits,
people workimg i rehgion, wachersfstudents, siulors on acean-gomg ships, grass-cutlers,
talwiy workers, roiwl nansport workers, caddies niners and hime-buiners, seamstiesses
and Mu Tsat

- Aberdeen, Aphchaw, [in Wanud Wong Chub Hang also show domimance of The population
By males, as does Shaukerwan, but these aeds should be considered more as macket
towns, with subordinate industial willages, and thus w fall more with places like Sa
Kung ot Peng Chau

Censtes Repent, 19 Tables X0 XN

+
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** For instance, i Sha Tin, both Puou and Hakka inchgenous villagers beheve that then
numbers are, and have always been, about half-and-halt, whereas m fact thete were, n
1911, 28 4% Pun males to 66 2% Hakha males (the iemaming 5 4% were medonmantly
“not staled ™}

* Cenwis Repent, 1971, Tables X1X, XTXa

v

5

Basel Mission Archive, Doct. AE-2, Ni 14 AL-28, N 47 Der Evangelivche Herdenbote,
Feb 1906, p 9

o,

&

See Der Evangelische Hedenbore Sep 1861, for u discusston of the indentwed coole
tradle fiom this general atea

D Fawe. A Ng. B Luk, eds.e #0485, Xwonogang Bevmng Huypran Huotorwal
Insereptions of Hong Kong, Urban Council, Heng Kong, 1986. Vol 1, pp 262-280

" The tablet 1ecotds the donations towards the 1ebuilding of the main Tsuen Wan Temple
The tablet divides donois 1nso two categonies SO0 donors 1esudent 10 the Taoen Wan
Distiict, and some 636 1esident abiroad While a few of those donating fiom overseas
weie nol Tsuen Wan people (a tew Sha Tin villagers can be identibied), 1he giear majon iy
clearly ine There can be no dounbi that Tsuen War, as the other New Tenitones mountunous
areas, had a gh percentage of 1< young adull males overseas in 1900 The overseas
doners came fiom Cahfoinia, Austealia, Hawan, Siam, Singapoie, Hong Kong, and

elsewhete Faue et al The Histonical Inscnprions of Hong Kong, op e Vol 1, pp 319-
329

WY Census Repeont, 1911, Table [

2 Basel Mission Aicluve, Doct AL-2, Ni 44 printed in uanslatien m PH Hase, “Sha Tau

Kokin 153", m Journal et the Hong Kong Bianch of the Roval Asiatic souiety, Vol 30,
1990, p 281-297

"L Wason, ' Self Detence Coips, Violence, and the Bachelor Sub-Culture in Sourh
China Two Case Studies™, in proceedmgs of the Second Internanonal Conference on
Sinotogy, Academia Simca, Tuiper, 1989, pp 209-221 Thete v no evidence for temale
wtanhicide m the New Ternntonies o the bioader 1egion



