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EASTERN PEACE:
SHA TAU KOK MARKET IN 1925
P H. HASE
Introduction

The aim of this acticle 15 10 describe the old Sha Taw Kok* Market and
is cconomic bile as it was in 1925 before the market moved across the
frontier intar the New Ternitories, Betore domng so, however, a sketch of
the carlier history of the market, and the effects on it of the new frontier
are given, with a briel description of the roads and ferries which lay at the
heart of the market’s prospeinty i the early years of this century.

Sha Tau Kok betore (898

Mres Bay 1s a forbidding place.** Its coast s almeost untformly
mountunous. There s very little flat land: only patches here and there
where one of the mountan stteams ieaches the sea. The mountains behind
the coast are steep and high, reaching 3,000 teet in the Ng Tung Shan ( |8
flil 117 ) at the norb-west corner of the Bay, immediately behund Sha Tau
Kok. Many suppoil patches of toiest. Tigers, deer, wild boar, and other
wild hifc were common here until tecent times ' The description of Hsin
An County in the 1688 Gazetteer, "The County 15 made up of many tugh
mountains and lelty peaks, which rise up immediately from the shores of
the deep sea,' 2 1s particularly tiue of the Murs Bay area

Despite the forbidding nature of the Bay, however, the area attracted
imperial atiention Irom an early petiod. An imperial salt commission
was active here from the tenth, o1 even the fifth century.? The impenal
pearl monopoly, too, was active in the bay, probably from the eighth
century. 4 Duning the Ming, however, impenal interest in the area waned.
The peart monopoly ended 1ts local activities in 1374, as a consequence
of the exhaustion of the beds, and growing concern m enlightened circles

* I s artede, placenames within Hong Kong are tianshiterated as m the Gazetteer of Place
Names 1n Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New Territories, (Hong Kong Government, 1969)
placenuies o China are anslterated imto Cantonese, using (he same transhteranon standards
as i the Gasetler, with the charac ters tor the placename, and i pinyin transhiteration, on fiist
aLcurienee
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about the beds, and growmg concern i enhightened circles about the
cruelies imphied by the cotvée By the end of the Ming, the north and
east shores of the Bay weire merely home to a few scattered, small,
agucultumal villages. The waning of smperial interest 1n the area led to an
explosion of piracy * This area had, by the late Ming, become a hightly
populated and dangerous patt ot Hsin An County, msigntficant, remote,
and probably dechinmg,

The Coastal Evacvation of 1662- 1664, the torcible removal of people
Iiving near the coast, 1o deny anti-Ch’ing remnants support, was a traumatic
event Many ol the previeus mhabitants died - possibly half. It seems
likety that, when the 1emnants of the people 1etwined in 1608-1669, they
concentrated themselves in the better lands to the west, around Yuen Long
and Sham Chun (Shenzhen, & 1), and atound Ta: Po and Sha Tin at the
head ol Tolo Hatbow, abandoming the declmmg Mus Bay mea. However,
Fand 1axes st had o be paid fot this wea, Lineages looked, therefore,
lor tenants or purchasers 1o take over these more marginal aeas, ?

The newcomess they found to 1epopulate the area were Hakkas from
the north-cast. All the present inhabitants of the northern and eastein
patts of the Mus Bay area are Hakka, and then ¢lan tiaditions all speak of
settlement 0 the awea alter 1668, A few vallages claim to have been founded
in the late seventeenth century, many in the eighteenth, and some only in
the nincteenth, in ¢very case by lamulies who had moved inte the area
after 1668

Some of the Hakka newcomers Living 1n the north-west quadrant of
Mirs Bay became, at least 1n village tetms, wealthy duning the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centunies Much of this wealth was poured
into lar ge reclamation ptogects. These amied af increasing the arable land
avatlable in the atea by fillmg m ithe mouths ol the bays in front of the
villages  These reclamation projects in twmn brought yet more wealth 1o
the arca  The social status of the local hukka 1ose steadily durning this
same perrod. In [805 the Hakka wete grianted a quota of then own within
the Hsin An County impernal exanmnatons quota  Over a quarter of all
the carly Hakka examination successes lrom Hsin An County were from
the north-west quadiant of Mins Bay, and this should be seen as evidence
ol the wealth and selt-confidence of the Hakka of that area in the early
decades of the nineteenth centmy #
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It 1s scarcely surprising, therefore, that the Hakka villages of this area
combmed into a number of village self-defence and suppott alliance groups
in the eighteenth century, and and under the leadership of the wealthier
villages, formed a district association in the early nineteenth, the Shap
Yeuk { + # ) or *Alliance of Ten” (so called from the ten or eleven
village alliance groups of which it was formed). The Shap Yeuk's pnme
aim was local self-government. They sought, therefore, to remove from
the area the political deminance of the older Punti ¢lans from the west,
which had been a feature of the mea in the earlier period: this was
successfully achieved m the early nineteenth century, The area had
previously marketed at Sham Chun, which was a market dominated by
the old Punti clans. The population of the Mirs Bay area, which had been
very low in the early eighteenth century, had risen sharply, and, by the
early mneteenth century, had reached the point where it could support a
market of its own, The Shap Yeuk accordingly founded a market, probably
in the period 1825-1835, at Sha Tau Kok, partly on reclauned land. The
successful foundation of this market was a clear public statement of the
success of the Shap Yeuk in ridding themselves of the influence of the
Punti clans of the Sham Chun area

In the genealogy of the Chan clan of Nam Chung village it states that
Chan Hip-tsun { BE 17 ;€ ) (1792-1864) of that clan was the leader in the
market project: 'The foundation of Tung Wo Market was undertaken at
his ttiative, He got all the people of various Yeuk together, and secured
unanimity.'

Immediately west of the new town, various wealthy local villagers
also jomned forces to reclaim a 2} acre island of salt-pans, connected with
the new town by tidal fords passable at low water. This reclamation may
have been undertaken a little after the foundation of the market. Salt
production remain an important part of the town's economy until the
1920s, 10

In the early nineteenth century there were three temples in the area
near the new town. One was the Tin Hau Temple at Am King (Anjing,
% 1€ ), which was the community temple of the Luk Heung (Luxiang,
73 # ), the area immediately east of the new town. This temple was of
early Ch’ing date the latest. "' Only half a mile from the new market
was the Kwan Tai Temple at Shan Tsui, the community temple of the
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Sam Heung ( ~ 41 ), the area immediately west of the new market.

While there is no evidence as to the date of this temple, 1t is likely to be as
old as the Am King temple. '* The third temple was the Tin Hau Temple
at Wu Shek Kok some miles west of the new town. Almost certainly, the
district fetries lelt trom the deep-water hurd immediately in front of the
temple, from at least Ming tines to the 1830s. '* This site 1s remote, with
no houses or residences within a half mule. just the hill behind and the sea
in front  The temple would, therefore, have provided essential shelter for
people wimung for the ferry, as well as casting the protection of the Goddess
over those embmking  There is no surviving dating evidence from this
lemple, but 1 is prebably old. '

Founding a new market was a 1isky and expensive business, and ut is
nol surprising that the villagers feh that the deities should be propatiated
before woik begun  The Sam Heung vdlagers accordingly founded a large
new Tm Hau temple at the seafront near the new maiket site, probably
about [815-1820. They also started a decennmial Ta Tswi ( §T7 A% ) at the
new temple o placate any spints who might be offended by the work on
the reclamation andl the new market, '3

All markets in the mea have temples, but the three older temples were
too b away to serve the market. The new temiple was probably designed
1o be (he main market temple. As part of the foundation of the new town,
the Shap Yeuk moved the terty pier into it from Wu Shek Kok Itis
unclear who owned the fenies beloie the 18405, but certainly the Shap
Yeuk was fully in control of them from that peried at the latest. ' [t was
clearly lelt that the new ferry mer at the new town should, hike the old
one, be sanctiicd by the presence of the Goddess: note suipnsingly,
thetefore, the new [eny pier was built on the toreshore tmmediately in
front ol the new wwmple.

The gencalogy of the Wong clan of Shan Tsui village states that Wong
Yin-tung ( 3 B el ) (1779-1867) of that clan managed the temple
foundation project: "Throughout his hite he was upnight and firm he took
the lead in the hirst constuction of the Tin Hau Temple at Sha Tau
Kok.' ' The Sam Heung villagers ran the temple through a trust, the Sam

Wo Tong (Il 4 | “The Hall of Three at Peace™)

A turther, smail Tin Hau Temple was tound by the investors into the
saltpan reclamation project, to assist n the protection of this area, which
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wits dangerously exposed to storms behind low and flimsy buns. This
fitile 1emple almost cettainly dates from the onginal 1eclamauon for the
saltpans.

The ferry pier and the Tin Hau Temple were built on the foreshore,
about 200 yards [rom the town proper - Chan Hip-tsun and the other elders
of the Shap Ycuk had designed the town proper as an approximately square
walled enclosure, '* with two cast-west streets, joined by a north-south
street somewhal cast ol the centie of the town. * The town had four gates,
two cach (o the cast and the west  The miost important was the Upper East
Gate, which faced the hine thiee-span granite bridge built by the Shap
Yeuk over (he often violent waters of the Sha Tau Kok River,

The Shap Yeuk had built the walls and roads of their new market, but
the shop unils were butlt by mvestos from villuges of the Shap Yeuk area
willing 10 take them up. These mvestons then built over therr lot, from the
road buck 1o the alieady completed wall

Once the Shap Yeuk had succeeded m then political aims of freeing
thewr distiiet from the mfluence of outsiders, and had feunded thewr market
and ats temple, they thereadter ran the distiiel and market through the
Council of the Shap Yeuk (the Tung Wo Kuk, 5 f{] [ , “The Council
for Peace in the East™ "), The day-to-day management of the market was
handicd by a Headman, appowmted by the Tung Wo Kuk  He adjudicated
munor disputes, and had at his disposal certam trust funds, and the income
fiem the ferry iender, and om ient of the town weigh-beam. He let
tenders W sweep the sticets (the siteel-sweeper was expected to reimburse
himsell from the sale of the wastes as ferthser), and supervised the Town
Watch, recrudted from youngstets of the sunioundsng villages, whose job
was (o mantam order, especilly at night. The Council of the Shap Yeuk.
the Headman, and the Town Waitch, are all mentioned by the Basel
nussienarics m the 1850s, and thete can be no doubt that the management
stiucture of the town and district was i place from the first foundation of
the town

The matket founded by the Shap Yeuk was called by them Tung Wo
Market, ¢ f11 By, “Eastein Peace Market™, but 1t was more usually

* See Magr 2, taken lhom amap o 1853 prepared by the Basel imssionanies
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called Sha Tau Kok, ( % 58 A , “Sand-dune Point”) from its location
amidst the sand-dunes. ¥ The market was quickly successful. In 1849 it
was said by a missionary to be "bustling with business', and by 1853 1t had
50 shops operating. 2

In 1833, perhaps 20 years after the market’s foundation, there were
stll two areas within the walls not yet developed - “pig market” and an
area just mside the Lower East Gate - and there had been no development
outside the walls. Nonetheless, with 50 established shops, the town was
clearly already flounishing. In 1854, however, the development of the
town suffered a rude shock, when irregular troops claiming to be Taipings
came close enough to the town for cannon-fire to be heard. The town
seems to have been temporarily almost deserted in the face of this threat 2

After 1854, however, the town seems to have entered a period of steadily
wicieasing prospetity. Some when soon after 1854 further defences, in
the form of a tall gun-tower, were added to the Upper East Gate, to cover
the bridge. Guns were placed there, on the top floor.

Probably at about the same time as the building of the gun-tower, the
Shap Yeuk buile a large and prestigious school, outside the Upper East
Gate. This school consisted of two courtyards, one behind the other, and
must always have required several teachers, as was certainly the case in
the 1920s. The aim of the Shap Yeuk elders in founding thus school was
1o ensure ihat the district as a whole had at least one high standard school,
where education ar a higher level than could be provided 1n the individual
village schools could be had. That the school was a district school was
shown by its name: the Tung Wo School. To ensure that boys from
throughout the district could study there, it had cocklofts to allow boys to
board at need. The foundation of the school also raised the prestige of the
Shap Yeuk.

At the back of the school a third courtyard contammed a new Man Mo
Temple, where the elders of the Shap Yeuk would worship twice a year.
The side-hall of this temple to the one side was a “Hero Shrine™ where the
spirits of certam unclaimed dead, who had been buried by the Shap Yeuk
in a communal grave, were worshipped. ¥ The side-hall to the other side
was the Shap Yeuk Meetng Hall and office  The elders met here to
adjudicate disputes, and to hold formal meetings: a meeting of 'several
hundred’ elders 18 recorded her m 1899, ¢ A second gun-tower was added
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1o the from of the school building, to double the defences of the bridge,
probably some when 1n the last quaiter ot the mineteenth century, >

The building ol the gun-lowers, the school, the Man Mo Temple and
Meeting Hail, and the communal grave, 15 evidence for the prosperity and
vitaliy of the town, and the village society i whach it was set, in the later
mneteenth century. By 1904, the makelt had about doubled 1n size, and
i the number of shops operaung, fiom s situation Hifty years earliet.
From its foundation in {830- 1833, in fact, the prospenty of the town seems
to have increased steadily unil 1898, with the only check bemng the very
temporay set-back ol the Taping attack

The Market and the New Frontier

The lcasing of the New Ternitoies o Great Britain in 1898 was
traumatic for the villagers of the Sha Tau Kok area  The line originally
proposed I the new {rontier would have run along the Sha Tau Kok
River om source 1o sea. This would have put two of the eleven village
alhance arcas of the Shap Yeuk into China, the market and the other village
alliance wieas into the New Territories. This was unacceptable to the
Chinese authoriies, who weie unwilling o aliow so significant a place as
Sha Tau Kok to become part of the wea administered by Britain
Eventually 1t was agreed that the fiontier should run along the Sha Tau
Kok 10 become part ol the arca administered by Britain. Eventually ut
was agreed that the lrontier should run along the Sha Tau Kok River from
the source down to the Sha Tau Kok bridge, and then be diverted from the
bridge down the centre of the bridge access road to the shuice at Yim Liu
Ha, then in a strarght Ime (o the sea, and thence east along the high-water
mark 10 the mouth of Mirs Bay. * This line was drawn very close to the
northein and western cdges of the matket. As such it 1solated the market
from the rest ol Chinese tenitery - iis only access was etther over the
bridge, which was hall in Hong Kong, or through Hong Kong territory, or
by sea thiough Hong Kong watets

In the late mineteenth century, China controlled imports and exports
through customs regulations, enforced by the Chinese Imperial Maritime
Customs Service. By the drawing of the frontier where it eventually was,
the normal, day-to-day trade of Sha Tau Kok market suddenly found rtself

* See Map 4.
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becoming “import” or “export”, and subject to all these controls.

Villagers from Wo Hang or Nam Chung buying a new plough amimal,
or seed-pig, were “exporting live anumals™; if they bought a new plough,
or 1eaping kmfe, they weie “exporting ronwork™; if they took cloth o
market to be made nto a pair of trousers, or o be dyed, then they were
“importing cloth” - duty in all these cases had to be paid. Tradinonally,
sugar was grown in this area, carred as cane to Sham Chun, pressed and
refined there, and then carried back for sale in the New Territories markets.
This now became “importing sugar”™ in the first instance, and “exportimg
sugar” in the second. 2 In the 1930s, the Chinese Government imposed a
heavy import duty on fish, causing the very tmportant carrying trade in
fish from Sha Tau Kok to Sham Chun to face the same problems.

As soon as the new frontier was established, the Kowloon Customs
(the local division of the Imperial Manitime Customs) moved to control
1. The Kowloon Customs was headquartered in Hong Kong, but
established its new operational headquarters at Sham Chun. Below this,
work was imtially conducted through three Dyvisions - Duty Collection,
Border Patrol, and Sea Patrol. The Border Patrol duties were conducted
from Patrol Stations, winch were arranged in Districts, wath a Patrol District
Headquarters in each District. Duty was collected at only a relatively few
Duty Stations, which were the only places where dutiable imports and
exports could legally be handled. The Kowloon Customs also had half a
dozen steam launches as gun-boats: each had a Sea Patiol Dastrict to
conirol, centred on a Sea Patrol District Headguarters.

Sha Tau Kok was chosen as the Patrol District Headquarters for the
Patrol Dustrict running from Lin Ma Hang o S Mui Sha (Xiaometsha,
'] §§ 7 ), with sub-stations at Yim Tin (Yantian, &% ) and Chan Hang
(Chenkeng, B YT ). 1t was the Duty Station for the north-west quadrant
of Mus Bay. It was also the Sea Patrel District Headquarters for the Mirs
Bay Sea Patrol District. It was one of the centres of the Mounted Horse
Patrols which, from 1932, patrolled the area belund the zone covered by
the foot patrols of the Border Patrol staff. After 1934 it was one of the
centres of the new Automobule Pattol, which patrolled the newly completed
motor read aleng the frontier. The Customs Station at Sha Tau Kok was
headed by an expatriate Assistant Superintendent of Customs. For most
of the time, there were between 70 and 100 customs staff working in Sha
Tau Kok, ®
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The villagers in the central part of the northern New Terrttories,
accustomed to markeung at Sham Chun, weie able to make do after 1989.
They had the old saellite market of Shek Wu Hui (Sheung Shur) within
British lemitory: as soon as the new frontier came wito effect, Sheung
Shui saw 1ls business boom - (£ quickly replaced Sham Chun as the primary
market [on this arca. At Sha Tau Kok the population within British terrutory
accustomed 10 shop at Sha Taw Kok had no alternative but to contmnue to
do so. Problems abounded. Village memories of the Customs are
uniormly bad

IThe Customs Hherals] cansed the goods of the merchanis 10 be seized unless
bribes were pad They demanded 4 payment of 1% bushels of 11ce from each
merchant  The villagers (tom the New Terutonies would wome to the maiket t
have then cloth dyed  Lven ol the amount of cloth was very small, ¢5 or ¢10
would be Cliznged 4y a hcenee Tee - it was not paid, the goods would be seized
wndl the wvallagers besten A dor the merchants, if they <old a pig, ot if 4 seed-pig
was bought Ton icarmg me the villages, when ihey went to the Custoins they would
have 1o pay ¢40 per tane as egisiiation tee tor the g At festivals, the vilage
lachies would come Lo the matket 1o buy ol a local sugea i sinall quantinies They
would bave 1o pay S0 m 60, o even 120000 130 Cash [¢5 - ¢13] as fee beioe they
could get an export beeoce For callle, o every cow crossing the tronter - m
either dnection - lor Laim wonk, o Cethilicate had to be issied, at $20 Hakwan,
and, il the Certlicae was lost, there way heavy punishment, and a replacement
had 10 e taken ol 1o avord conliscation of the cow ™ Fuither, ot the harvest, it
the crop wits cantied across the honuer, you had 10 pay what was demanded - itis
satd that a percentage of the cop was taken The Customs swallowed money
whatever pirchases were made These sonts of evil practices caused the villagers

10 hate the Customs 1o the very pit of thert stomachs ¥

it 1s unlikely that the Customs were as corruplt as they are often portrayed
by the viltagers. The payments complamed of were all reasonable, tf it
was accepted that the nansactions were “imports” or “exports™. The
villagers could never see that their day-10-day maiketing should be so
regarded - they wete only doing whal then ancestors had always done.

The clders of the Shap Yeuk peutioned the District Magistrate on 19
Apnl 1899, beggmg that the lease of the New Temitories be not proceeded
with Then concern was, essentialty, that 1f it did proceed, then they
would be faced with “excessive taxation”, especially Harbour Dues and
Marme Fees, given that the waters off Sha Tau Kok would become Hong
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Kong waters. This petition was probably written because of fears as to
the practical problems they would face if they lived in British rerritory,
and their market was in Chinese ternitory. ¥ In the early years after the
lease grievances over the Customs remained at high heat. [n the winter of
1906, the villagers from the New Territories went on strike, and refused
to go to market. In 1907 there was a full-scale riot, triggered by a Customs
official beating a villager for not paying duty. Later that same year, the
elders of the Shap Yeuk petitioned to the authorities at Canton, begging
that the Customs officials a¢ Sha Tau Kok be restramed. ¥ Later, relations
with the Customs improved a Iittle, but the duty demanded from villagers
remained a major urritant and grievance throughout the period from 1899
to 1951,

Another writant, and brake on economic development, was the politcal
chaos in the border area of China, As can be seen from the Calendar of
Borden Disturbances at Appendix L, political trouble in this area began
even before the Revolution of 1911. An abortive rebellion in the-Wai
Chau (Huizhou, S M| ) area 1n 1900 saw the Ch’ing Government lose
control of the wild lands east of Yim Tin. A second abortive rebellion
was centred in these hills, at Sam Chau Tin (Sanzhoutian, = M FH ), in
1904-1905.

A second period of disturbance came after the Revolution, during the
years 1911-1928, when the area immediately north of the frontier was the
plaything of various competing political gioups and would-be warlords,
passing from one to the other week by week - 'In those days, when we
went 10 matket, the soldiers would be wearing yellow, but the next week,
they would be wearing brown'. * This period was marked by large-scale
banditry, piracy, and general turmoil. With the large garrison of Customs
and military personnel at Sha Tau Kok, bandits never threatened the town
itself, but the Yim Tin Customs post was sacked by bandits 1n 1913 and
(three times) in 1916, Nam O (Nanao, 75 # ) Customs post. at the entrance
to Mirs Bay, was sacked m 1913 and 1914, Chan Hang 1n 1915, and, a
lirtle east of Chan Hang, Kai Chung (Xichong, =% i ) Customs post was
sacked in 1916 and 1917. The Customs post at Sha Yue Chung
(Shayuchong, & # ifi ) was sacked mn 1919 and 1920, while the Sha
Yue Chung Ferry (the lifeline of the market to the east) was captured by
prrates in both 1921 and twice in 1922. For nearly one and a halt years in
1918-1919, indeed, all the Customs Stations in Mirs Bay east of Yim Tin
were forced to close, so lawless had the area become. The uregular soldiers
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posted in the market by varous warlords and factions had an extremely
bad reputatron. They were not lecals (they were mostly Mandarin
speakers), indulged in looting the shops in the market, and weie generally
believed to be behind some at least of the bandit raids. The Dustrict Officer,
New Terriories, specilically accused Chinese wrregular soldiers of
mounting eight cross-border armed bandit raids 1in 1924, % The
Kuommitang forces eventually secured the area in 1925-1926, but the
irregulars weic only teplaced by regular soldiers in 1928, when the
irregulars at Sha Tau Kok were pumshed for some of thenr misdeeds.

The period ot post-Revolutionary chaos along the border came to a
peak in 1925, when the Kuonuntang finally secured Sha Tau Kok, but
rmmediately used it as a base for the General Strike boycott against Heng
Kong. The 1925 Boycott caused senious problems for the villagers in the
Sha Tau Kok area, If they loathed the Customs for insisting that their
daily matketing was dutiable, they were ¢ven less enamoured of the view
that theit every-day shopping constuuted “trading with the enemy”, which
should be stopped by whatever terronsing tuctics could be brought to
bear. The strikers seem to have taken over the Customs Station in Sha
Tau Kok, ¥ and 1115 clear that local trade, and with 1t the villagers of the
area, suffered gicatly. ™

A thurd peniod of disturbance on the frontier was 1928-1937, in every
year of which, except one, simugghng was noted as being a greater problem
that in the previous year. Duting this period, further rebellions (by
Communist-tnspired guernllas) in the atea east of Yim Tin caused
problems, which were then exacerbated with the attacks on the area by
the Japanese 1rom 1938, ¥ The closure of the Mirs Bay Customs stations
in 1938 marks the date when the Kuomintang Government finally fost
contiol of the atca - the Customs reopened the Sha Yue Chung station in
1939, but only followmg an “agieement™ with the guerrillas, who were
by then the only effective government theie. ** Although the western,
Yuen Long, arca of the {rontier was the worst smuggling centre, major
battles with smugglersfpnates took place in waters close 1o Sha Tau Kok
m 1928, 1932, 1935, and 1939, and 2 major battle with smugglers 1n the
Ta Kwu Ling area in 1932, Kar Chung Customs post was sacked by
bandits - presumably a smugglet gang - in 1932 as well. From about
1937 smuggling of stategic goods 10 Sha Yue Chung, for the guernlla
rebels, and later of goods to be slipped through the Japanese lines, became
a major business at Sha Tau Kok - this trade was centre on the Sha Yue
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Chung Ferry. Funally, the Japanese attacked Sha Tau Kok in 1938, 1939,
and 1940, before taking it over late in 1940, #

These pe1tods of disturbance caused serious problems to the Sha Tau
Kok villagers, Their sole desire was to sell their vegetables and firewood,
and buy their salt and household goods, but this was, year after year,
witerfered with by political problems. Sha Tau Kok was rarely - except
during the Boycott - the cenrre of the disturbances, but it was almost
always “in the front line”, full of ntngue, nervous military, and difficulties,
A market shop-owner in Sha Tau Kok was executed by the military i
about 1935, in an event still a talking pont n the villages, probably for
being involved with the rebels to the east. #* An underground Communist
cell was established i the 1930s in the market, centred on one of the
teachers in the Tung Wo School, with the job of encouraging smuggling
of strategic goods to Sha Yue Chung and the guerriflas, and of
indoctrinating suitable youngsters, (o prepare for an extension of rebel
activity to the immediate Sha Tau Kok area, +*

The elders of the Shap Yeuk continued to function throughout this
troubled period as the managers of the market at Sha Tau Kok, but less
effectively than before. The strong military presence in the town, the
close Government interest in it, and the elders’ (nabihity to control the
Customs, greatly weakened the Shap Yeuk as the effective local
administration. The guns which had been placed by the Shap Yeuk n the
gun-towers they had built to guard the bridge were confiscated very soon
after the 1911 revolution, and the eastern gun-tower, at the front of the
Tung Wo School, was taken over as the military barracks at about the
same time, The warlord and Kuomintang administrations were usually
unwilling 1o discuss problems with the local elders - noticeably so
compared with the District Officer in the New Territories - and so the
elders and their Council dechined to having responsibility, effectively,
only for those things the officials could not be bathered to interfere with,
especially the running of the market night-watch and cleaning services

By 1910, the elders were already talking of moving the market over
the frontier into the New Terntories, with 1ts betier security, better villagei-
administration relationships, and absence of Customs problems. *
Nothing, however, was done unitl 1925, when the chaos of the Boycott
started to push the market across the frontier. Shops began to be built on
the New Territories side of the border street in 1925, and this process
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continued wihout break until 1932, when the street was completely lined
with shops on the New Terntories side. The bordes street, however, could
not provide sufficient space for atl the shops of the market. In 1931, a
reclamation project began just west of the town, along the frontier, to
allow a sccond border stecet 10 be built. This was completed, and the
shops on San Lau Stieet buily, n 1933-1934. This project included a new
prer and {1sh maket, and allowed the fish wholesalers in the market to
cross over inlo the New Territonies as well. By 1935 only a few shops
were lell operating in the old market m Chunese territory, mostly those
{like the pawnshop, the boatyard, and the oprum divan) which could not
move hecause of physical or legal restramts. A terrible typhoon and storm-
surge on 2nd September 1937 desttoyed most of what was left of the old
market: it nevel recovered.,

The ellcct on the maket of the new frontier was not, however, entirely
negative. In 1899 it 15 unlikely that the town housed more than about 500
people the 100 Customs staft, 30 or so soldiers, and 25 or s0 Hong Kong
Police who became stationed there tepresented a significant increase n
the town’s population  The local market for fuel, vegetables, and daily
necessilies mew shaiply, bringimmg benehits to both the market shopkeepers
and to the vidlagers. Unitorms wequired repar, brmging work to tatlors
and cobblers. Even blacksmiths and carpenters found increased work
opportunitics. The Customs stcam-launch brought new, engineering skills
to the town, and provided a new market in coal, Shortly after the Customs
steam-launch was domiciled in the town the Sha Yue Chung Ferry took
advantage of the prcsence of these new skills and converted Lo a steam
vessel - onc ol the carliest 1egula steam ferries in the New Territones
areq.

Other modein developments reached Sha Tau Kok early because of
the necds of the fiontier  Thus, the telegraph line reached the town 1n
1899, and the telephone mv 1900, Electric hght was provided to the town
in 1933, While the constiuction ol the raillway was predominantly due to
economic lactors, agan the nceds of the fontier were among the reasons
for this catly extension ol modein facilities to the town, 47

As in most garl sson towns, however, 1t was the entertainment industry
which most benelutted lsom the new fiontier. Very soon after the new
fronticy was established, prostiiutes from Hong Kong saw the opportumties,
and set up house in the maikel. Fiom the present-day elders’ recollections
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of what they were told by their fathers, there had been no prostitutes here
before 1898. The prostitutes’ clients were mostly soldiers and Customs
staff - the prostitutes spoke Cantonese, not the Hakka spoken by all the
locals. A gambling house (opened in 1904), and an opium divan came at
about the same time as the prostitutes - these served people from Hong
Kong as well as the garrison. Most New Territories towns had at maost
one or two winemakers; Sha Tau Kok in the 1920s had four at least, of
which one was solely in the wine trade, unlike most local distillers, who
combined this business with a general grocery. Similarly, Sha Tau Kok's
three restaurants {including a celd drink and coffee shop), two tebacco
dealers, and two cakeshops, is more than is found in most of the local
towns at this period. The three or four guesthouse in Sha Tau Kok were
also more than usualy found - when military officers of rank came to Sha
Tau Kok on inspection, they did not share the barracks with their men,
but stayed in the private rooms in the questhouses, so here, oo, the presence
of the garrison probably led o an economic expansion. Some of these
service industries had been in Sha Tau Kok before 1898. There had
certainly been a guesthouse here in the 1850s, and a noodle shop in the
1880s. ** It is unlikely that there wete prostituies, or a full-time gambling
house or opium divan there then, although gambling and opium smoking
certainly tock place in the town at that date. ** The early presence of
some service industnies in the town before 1898 was a consequence of
traffic on the Sha Yue Chung Ferry, bul it 15 reasonable to see the
establishment of the new frontier as having led to an economic growth 1n
the town 1n the years following 1898, The smuggling mdustry also
produced considerable profit, especially during the 1930s.

The new frontier, therefore, caused many problems. To the villagers,
the need to pay duty on day-10-day purchases far outweighed any
advantages gained from having a larger population to sell thins to. For
the shopkeepers, the economic advantages were similarly more than offset
by the prevailing politicai chaos and uncertawnty. It is not surpnising that
the main effect of the exclusion of Sha Tau Kok Matket from the New
Termtories in 1898 was to force a re-locanon of the market over the trontier
into the New Territoies a generation later,

Roads and Ferries: Sha Tau Kok and its Hinterland

Sha Tau Kak stood at a nodal point 1n the local road system, and 1t was
this factor which brought about the town’s prosperity in the century after
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its foundation. There important roads used to meet near here, The maost
mmportant was the main east-west road in the county, which connected
the county city, Nam Tau {Nantou, & 55 ), with the Deputy Magistrate’s
cuty of Tai Pang (Dapeng, XK IR ), via the important market of Sham
Chun, * Because of the greater desirability and comfort of water-borne
traffic, the section of this road along the north shore of Mirs Bay was not
much used. Instead, much of the traffic went by a ferry that ran parallel
with the shore, from Sha Tau Kok to Sha Yue Chung.

At Wo Hang Au, a few miles west of Sha Tau Kok, the road was
Joined by another important east-west route. This was the road from Yuen
Long to Sha Tau Kok via Tai Po.

The third route was the main road from Kowloon to the north-east.
Thus road carried the traffic from Kowloon to Wair Chaw.  This road crossed
Sha T Pass to reach the coast of Tolo Harbour at Yuen Chao Tsar, A
ferry carried the traffic from Yuen Chau Tsar across Tolo Harbour to Ang
Chung (Chung Meu, near Bride’s Pool). From Ang Chung, the road
climbed steeply past Bride’s Pool and Ah Ma Wat, and then down to the
shores of Starling Inlet at Kuk Po. Another ferry then took the traffic
across Starling Inlet to Sha Tau Kok. There was also a road which ran
from Ang Chung through Luk Keng and Nam Chung, to join the Nam
Tau and Yuen Long roads at Shek Chung Au, thus avoiding the second
ferry, From Sha Tau Kok the Wai Chau road crossed the shoulders of Ng
Tung Shan, and so down to Wang Kong (Henggang, # if] ), and thence
to Wai Chau. A branch of this road ran from Sha Tau Kok to Po Kat
(Bup, /5 5 ). This Kowloon to Wai Chau road was more important
than might be expected - the long ferry sectors made 1t more comfortable
than the land-based alternatives. The Basel missionaries regularly used it
when travelling between Hong Kong and Po Kat, for instance.

This system of roads and ferries was in existence from the Ming at the
latest. 3! It will be noticed that the roads do not cross at Sha Tan Kok, Sha
Tau Kok stands, however, in the centre of the few miles of road where all
the roads run together for a short distance. The site of the market, therefore,
was a4 good one commercially.

* See Map 3.
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The road and teiry Juncuon in this area attracted attention from the
military authornies from an early date. While the Salt Commission and
the Pearl Monopoly were active sn Mirs Bay law and order were probably
mantained by the special salt and pearl wroops  After these were
withdrawn, a military post was established at Shek Chung Au, with a
watchtower nearby. This was close 10 the Wu Shek Kok ferry prer, and
near to the road junctien at Wo Hang Au. Other troops were established
at Yim Tin. In various foumulations and strengths, this military posinon
remained st Shek Chung Au for several hundred vears, until the mid-
nineteenth century - eloguent testimony to the continuing importance of
this traffic node 2

Sha Tau Kok’s posiion n the road system of the area gave 1t two
economic advantages. The lirst was the Sha Yue Chung Ferry. There
was only one a day n the early twentieth century, and this can safely be
assumed Lo have been the case eathier as well. Many travellers, therefore,
would be obliged 10 spend the night in Sha Tau Kok, or at least several
hours, waiung lor the lerry, and, if the weather was bad, these enforced
waits could strewch owt to several days. There was, as a result, plenty of
opportunity for merchants in the town to profit from servicing travellers
held up there. As noted alicady, in the 1920s Sha Tau Kok had more
guesthouses, restamants, and enterlamment facilities than most towns m
the arca, and although most of those faciliies were new, servicmg the
new fronter garrison and Customs staff, some at least were certainly a
feature of the town from an earhet period

The other great cconenuc advantage was the geographical location of
Sha Tau Kok nelation to Sham Chun. Sham Chun was at the head of
navigation on the Sham Chun River, and was a busy port for the small
Junks that came up the niver from Deep Bay, Sham Chun was, therefore.
well located as far as water-borne traffic from the west went, But Sham
Chun had no water route to the east, to Mirs Bay, By sea from Sham
Chun 1o Sha Tau Kok 15 a good hundred miles: by land, barely severn.
There were three important commodities not avaitable 1n the Deep Bay
area which could be had from the Miis Bay area - rice, some sorts of
quality fresh fish, and salt. Sha Tau Kok was, in effect, the port of Sham
Chun to the east, where these commaodities in particular were landed, and
then carried by coolies over the Miu Keng pass to Sham Chun,

Mirs Bay was usually - despite occasional famines - a rice surplus
atea. The Sham Chun and Deep Bay mea was a rice shortage area, even
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m good years, like so much of the more heavily populated parts of
Kwangtung. In the nineteenth century the Canton and Pearl River areas
made up their shortfalls in rice, to a large extent, by imports from outside
Kwangtung, but the Sham Chun area was not well placed, and bhad no
deep-water harbours capable of taking ships larger than small junks, and
50 was not able 10 use imported rice to the same degtee as those more
metropolitan areas. For Sham Chun, rice carnied from Sha Tau Kok was
a matter of life and death. The anti-Customs extract printed above
specifically notes problems when 'at the harvest ... the crop was carried
across the frontier': this was a routine local actrvity. Salt was less critical,
but still important. Most of the salt produced at Sha Tau Kok was carned
to Sham Chun for sale, and through Sham Chun to the other significant
markets between Sham Chun and the East River, Fresh fish were a luxury.
There were plenty of fish 1n the Deep Bay area, but that bay is shallow
and muddy - poor for those species which prefer clean, deep water with a
rocky bottom, like garcupas and coral fish. Mirs Bay is deep and full of
rocks and coral, its waters are clear and fast moving, and full of high
quality fish. These fish, landed at Sha Tau Kek at first light, could be at
Sham Chun by nine or ten in the moming, still fresh. A similar carrying
trade in fresh fish linked Sha Tav Kok with the markets at Po Kat and
Wang Kong.

Most of the fishing ports in the Hong Kong area dealt pnimanly 1n
dried fish, landed and dried at the port, and then carried inland to be sold
at those inland markets far from the sea. Sha Tau Kok was unusual in
having a fish wrade predomnantly in fresh fish, although, of course, some
fish were dried there as well. This double trade, in fresh and dried fish,
was already established by 1853, as the Basel missionaries make clear:

‘A number of people make a sparse livelihood from fishing. They
either sell the fish immediately, or dry them first in the sun, and
then salt them, which is a method of preserving them for a longer
time, and then sell them as sals fish.’ 5

This trade 1n nice, salt, and fish carried by coolies to the bigger market
seven miles away was what made Sha Tau Kok prosperous. It was a
surprisingly large trade - about 200-250 tons a month, rising to 400 tons
in peak periods, were carried from Sha Tau Kok to Sham Chun n the
earty twentieth century, while total traffic on the Sham Chun road averaged
20,000 travellers and more a month, and double that at peak periods
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Theie is some evidence ot the traffic on the other routes out of Sha
Tau Kok 1o the west in the same period. In 1910 22,000 persons “carrying
goods” crossed the Shek Chung Au pass each month, carrying about 880
tons of goods, with probably a further 50,000 - 55,000 crossing the pass
without carrymg goods. Thts pass was clearly a major nodal point. With
about 250 navellers ctossing it every day - one every three minutes,
including a laden coolie every ten minutes - it must have been a very busy
road indeed, with, at peak periods, an almost non-stop flow of tiavellers,
there were good 1easons for the Ming and Ch’ing military post to be placed
here.

Of these 73,000 travellers, about a third went on to cross the Miu Keng
Pass for Sham Chun, as noted above. A further 40% went to, or came
from, destinations along the Yuen Long road - probably mostly to the
villages nearest 1o Sha Tau Kok, who marketed there. A further sixth
travelled to and from the villages south-west of Sha Tau Kok, in the Nam
Chung-Luk Keng area, including some who continued on to Kowloon.
The remainder travetled only as far as the villages between the Shek Chung
Au and Wo Hang Au passes,

In 1904 a daily 1otal of 600 travelless crossed the Sha Tin Pass between
Sha Tin and Kowloon, of which nearly half were “carrying goods” (mostly
fresh fish trom Sha Tin to Kowloon). Of this total perhaps 75-100 went
on to Sha Tau Kok via Ang Chung and Kuk Po, including perhaps 25
carrying goods - this 1oute may have seen a monthly total of as many as
3,000 travellers carrying up 10 35 tons of goods.

While none of these statistics was as well gathered as would be expected
today, they can be used to give an impression of the size of local trade in
the early twenneth century. The traffic they suggest (75,000 persons, and
nearly 900 tons of goods) as entering Sha Tau Kok from the south and
west 15 very substantial. Probably a half again as many travellers entered
Sha Tau Kok from the north and east, from where statistics are not
available, and probably as much agam n goods carried. In total, Sha Tau
Kok was probably visued by up to 120,000 travellers a month (most of
these travellers, of course, entered Sha Tau Kok, only to leave it again a
few hours later) and handled some 1,850 tons of goods 5

These ancient 10ads and (erries remained the sole artenies of local tiade
untdd (898 The drawing ol the new frontier between Hong Kong and
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China through the centre of the area caused some of the routes to reduce
n importance, and made others more important, reflecting the new political
realities. From the late 1920s, and especially from the 1930s, the new
motor roads and other new routes, which ran on very different lines from
the old roads, also caused major changes to traffic flow in the area. After
about 1925, the old carrying wwade to Sham Chun rapidly declined away to
almost nothing, and the market at Sha Tau Kok began to decline in
umportance as a result. In 1926, a new ferry to Sha Yue Chung, direct
from the mamline railway statton at Tar Po Kau, was introduced, which
mmimediately took a great deal of the traffic away from the Sha Tau Kok to
Sha Yue Chung ferry.  After 1949, when the border was effectively
closed to local traffic, Sha Tau Kok became far less important as a traffic
nodal point. Nonetheless, from the establishment of the market at Sha
Tau Kok down to about 1925, the prosperity of the town rose from its
location at the junction of the distnict’s land and sea traffic routes,

Sha Tau Kok Market in 1925
Topography

The aim of this section 15 to outhne what the market was like in 19235,
about a hundred years after it was first founded. on the eve of the move of
the market across the frontier. It is drawn principally from the oral
testimony of village elders who can remember the old market. 7 This
oral testimony is supplemented, in particular, by the 1924 aerial
photograph, which forms the basis of Map 4.

In 1925, the market consisted essentially of four streets. These were
the three streets of the original market - Upper Street { T #j ), Lower, or
Main Street ( T # , 1E A # ), and Old Street { F {7 ) - together with
Wang Tau Street (8 53 {£ ). * In 1853, this last had been an open track
leading past the western edge of the market, and running down to the
Ferry Pier, By 1925 it had become lined with shops on both sides, atl the
way to the seafront. At some stage, the three or four shops at the western
ends of Upper and Lower Streets had been demolished and rebuilt facing
inte Wang Tau Street. This gave them a far shorter depth of buillding lot
- only about 45 feet instead of the 65 or more of most shops in 1853. On
these shorter lots, two or three storey shop-houses had been built, with a

* See Map 4
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shop on the ground floor, and a residentiat unit above, often with a cockloft
above that, and a tiny yard at the back, backing onto an alley which
separated the rebuilt shops from the rest of Upper and Lower Streets,
where the shops remained as before, facing onto those streets. The shops
on the western side of Wang Tau Street were also built as shop-houses.
There were abourt 40 shop-houses in this upper part of Wang Tau Street in
1925. Most of the other shops in Upper and Llower Streets had also been
rebuilt as shop-houses by 1925,

In 1853, the Basel missionaries had found all the shops in the town
single-storey structures, usually consisting of two buildings separated by
a courtyard, and often with a yard at the back. These premises functioned
as shops only, but not as permanent family residences. Al that date, while
the shop-owner and his staff usually slept in the shop in pallets in the shop
cocklofts, their families remained at home in the ancestral village. ** By
19235, however, only the shops in the less-frequented parts of town
remained as single-storey buildings, elsewhere they had been replaced by
shop-houses. This move away from single storey units to shop-houses
seems to have been a frequent development in the region m the later
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: after 1898, descriptions of New
Territories market towns normally refer to shop-houses n the main
shopping areas, and single-storey structures elsewhere in the towns,

This redevelopment of the shops at the western ends of Upper and
Lower Streets as shop-houses facing into Wang Tau Street led to the
removal of the old Upper and Lower Gates. The East Gates, however,
especially the Upper East Gate, remained.

Tt is likely that this move of the economic centre of the market, from
Lower (Main) Street to Wang Tau Street had begun before 1898. At least
three of the shops recorded on the 1894 tablet recording donations to the
rebuilding of the temple at Shan Tsui ** were, in 1925, in the upper section
of Wang Tau Street between Upper and Lower Streets. Almost certainly
they did not all move between 1898 and 1925 from sites within the walls
to sites outside - the most likely scenario 15 that they were already on thear
1925 sites in 1894, and that, therefore, the move towards Wang Tau Street
had begun somewhen between 1833 and 1894, and therefore arose from
the steady increase in the town’s prosperity in the later nineteenth century,
and was thus not a response to the changes n the town's economic fortunes
following the marking out of the new frontier in 1898,
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Howcever, the move towards Wang Tau Street had only led to buslding
on the area immediately west of the old walled market by 1898. When
the gambling house was established m Sha Tau Kok (abour 1904), it found
the area immediately south ot the walls empty and ready for development.
This area was quickly budt over - a row of houses for prostttutes being
built to the eust, connected by a new alleyway through the walls with
Lower Streed, und the gambling house nearby 1o the west, closer to Wang
Tau Street, was a long wooden building, set awkwardly at an angle to the
street, which was used as a restaurant serving noodles {especially dog-
meat noodles, tor which Sha Tau Kok was famous). Between (he noodle
restaurant and the gambling house Wang Tau Street formed a small
irregular triangular open spuce

None ol the elders claims 1o know anything of what the prostitutes’
house were 1ike inside, except 1o say that it was generally believed that
the prostiutes atso offered oprum to their customers. The prostitutes’
houses were small, however, and mobably consisted of two main rooms
only: a tront reom where guests could take opium, and a bed-chamber.

Moie is remembered aboul the gambling houses. 1t was approximately
squaie - abowt 40 feet by 30 - and two-stoieyed  The western part of the
ground floor was one big square room, of about 40 feet square. This had
doors leading directly 1o the street on the north (leading to the street of the
prostitutes” houses), west (leading to Wang Tuu Street), and south (leading
to the guesthouses and Customs Station). Of these, the west door was the
man one. This ground floor square room was the main gambling hall. It
contamed fows tables, where the game oftered was Po Tau { & 3} ),
which consisted of the manipulation of small, nested brass boxes. ® This
game was very popular, and the room was often crowded. The eastern
side of the ground tloor comprises stores, service rooms, and the stawrcase
up to the second fleor. This contamed (on the east) the residence of the
manager, and, on the west, i second gambling hall, with wide windows
overlooking Wang Tau Stieet  This second gambling hall was half the
size of the ground flom one, and had two 1ables, at which Tsz Fa ( %% 1)
was oftered. In addition, tables for Pas Kau ( I }1 ) were set up in the
street outside the main entrance, under an awming. The gambling house
wiis & very prosperous business, and the little open space in front of 1ts
door was onc ol the central spots of the town - wood and grass for fuel
were sold here.
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The guesthouses ( & % ), lower down Wang Tau Street from the
gambling house, were three-storeyed shop-houses. The ground floor was
the residence of the owner - sometimes a small shop was run as well.
Above, on the first floor, was a dormitory for villagers and poor travellers
staying the might in town. A few large beds stood here - for one or two
cents, you could share a bed with whoever else was looking for a place to
stay. For the more fastidious and wealthy, small cubicles on the top floor
offered privacy and an unshared bed. Military officers visiting the town
would stay in these private cubicles. The guesthouses did not serve meals
- guests took food at the adjacent noodle restaurant. The ‘totally
comfortless' guesthouse used by the Basel missionaries in 1859 must have
been of this type.

There was only one full-time opium divan in the market, although
opium could be taken m the prostitutes’ houses as well. Up until 1917,
there had also been several low-class opium divans in sheds in British
Sha Tau Kok - these were closed in that year, as part of the agreement to
end frade in opium between Hong Kong and China which, it was hoped,
would allow the Chinese Government to end all opium imperts, and to
control the sale of opium 1n China. ® The chaos in the border area,
however, made it impossible for the trade on the Chinese side of the frontier
to be effectively controlled, and the Sha Tan Kok optum divan contmued
to trade unmolested until 1951, Opiuvm could also be bought for home
consumption from the two tobacco shops n the market. These shops
were also heavily engaged in smuggling opium into Hong Kong,

Next to the opium divan was the market barber. In 1853 there had
only been ifinerant barbers in the town. % This shop should be seen, to a
large degree, as one of the service trades attracted by the opportunities
brought about by the new frontier and garrison, like the prostitutes and
the gambiing house.

Beyond the guesthouses, near the sea, Wang Tau Street was occupied
by the fish /aans and the Kowloon Customs Station. The Customs Station
was rebuilt several times during this period. The Station building in
existence in the 1920s was a solidly built, European style, smgle-storey
structure, with a verandah, built of brick and tife. One end was the residence
of the Assistant Superintendent. In the middie were the offices, and the
barrack quarters for the junior staff were at the further end. The Customs
also rented some nearby houses for stores and quarters.  After the Station
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was destroyed in the 1937 typhoon, it was rebuilt as an imposing two-
storey building. Even in the 1920s, however, 1t donmnated the seafront of
the town, Tacing the sea between the two piers (the public pier to the west,
and the Customs pice to the east), separated from the Tin Hau Temple by
an irregular stand with two huge banyan trees.

At the foot of the public pier, between the Customs statton and the Tin
Hau Temple, was a small kiosk where tickets for the Sha Yue Chung
ferry were sold, The Shap Yeuk let the operation of the ferry, and the
right 1o collect the fares, every so often. In the 1930s the fare 1o Sha Yue
Chung was high - ¢80 per person, plus exira for goods carned. This was
because ot the difficulties involved in the ferry travelling from Kuomintang
to rebel-held territory, und later because the ferry had to travel very close
to, or even across, Japanese lines. Much of the freight carried at this date
was smuggled kerosene * The other ferries - to Kat O and Kuk Po -
collected 1ares on hoard the boat.

The fish laans were just a paved floor, with a tiled roof supported on
brick pillats. There were no walls. Each of the fish laans occupmed a part
of the floor. When the fishing boats arrived in the early morning, the
fishermen would carry their catch iland, past the Customs Station, 1nto
the laans, to sell to the faan or laans with which they were accustomed to
deal. Some of the laans only dealt 10 the wholesale trade, and only had
offices and storcs apart from their share of the wrading floor. Others also
had retail shops n the wwown

As well as the fish faans, there was another wholesale market 1n the
town in the 19208 This was the grain market. This was, like the fish
laans, Just a paved lloor with a tiled roof supported on brick pittars. It
stood beside the sea, just behind the Man Mo Temple. Villagers with
grain to sell would cary 1t here on market days (the |st, 4th, and 7th
days). The grain dealers trom the market would come here and buy, and
carry ut to then stores in the town, either to sell there by retail, or else to
arrange to have it carried to Sham Chun, The town weigh-beam was kept
here, in a shed next to the markel - 1t was noimally only used by people
buying or selling grain, who paid a few cents for the use of it.

Opposite the grain market was a row of blacksmiths” shops. These
were built heie, separated by an alley from the other buildings of the town,
tor fear of fire.



Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch Vol. 33 (1993)
© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

174

Between the grain market and the fish laans was a broad open space.
This was used for drying gran and fish, and other things. This was where
the matsheds for the local Ta Tsiu were put up - the gambling house also
put on opera here at the New Year, partly as a gesture of thanks to patrons,
but also to cope with increased demand at this season (gambling tables
were set up n the matshed). This space was where the execution of about
1935 mentioned above took place.

West of the Tin Hau Temple, the village of Sha Lan Ha (Shalandia,
1 [ B8] T ) stretched along the shore. This was priedominantly a
residential village, mostly of the Ng ( 2 ) family, genealogically connected
with the Ngs of Tam Shut Hang. There were no shops here, just houses,
except for the boatyard, * and one of the town tobacconists, who found
this site, close to the Customs Station, profitable. The boatyard was a
large concern, with associated ropeworks and sailyards within the village.

The biggest and most prestigious bullding m the town was the Tung
Wo School and Man Mo Temple at the north-east corner of the town.
This was a well-built brick building, with three courtyards, and, as
mentioned above, had been bult shortly after 1854 by the Shap Yeuk as
the district school and also their office and Meeting Hall. The temple was
at the seaward end of the complex. It was built several steps hugher than
the school, and it had a higher roof. The whole building was essentially
single-storeyed, but there were cocklofts for resident students, The original
main entrance was facing the bridge, but after the soldiers took over the
attached gun-tower as their barracks they used the open space m front of
the main door as part of the barracks, and the villagers disliked passing
that way. New side doors were, therefore, provided on the side facing the
sea, both for the school and the temple, and these were the normal entrances
mn the 1920s. Between the school and the sea a four-foot high wall with a
gate delimited the school and temple yard.

Within British Sha Tau Kok there were only a few buildings in 1925,
On the saltpans, the workers lived in tiny huts - no more than 10 feet
square. These workers were not local, The local villagers did not know
how to make salt. The saltpans were owned by local villagers - mostly
trusts and individuals from Tam Shui Hang village - but the owners merely
rented the saltpans to overseers who brought teams of workers with them.
The overseers and workers were Hoklos from Swabue (Shanwei, il & )
down the coast, The workers did not have their famibes with them.
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Opposite the saltpans, on the bund, each salworks had a small hut. These
were used to store the salt before 1t was carnied to Sham Chun, They also
functicned as retail shops: villagers wanting to buy salt bought it here, not
at shops in the town. There were also several lime-burners, making lime
from coral dredged from Mirs Bay, operating in the Yim Liu Ha area. %

The most imporiant budding i British Sha Tau Kok 1n the 1920s was
the Railway Station. This was the terminus of a narrow-gauge (2 foot)
ratlway which linked Sha Tau Kok and the mam-lne station at Fanling,
and which operated from 1912 to 1928. % While it was slow, expensive
and uncomfortable, it nonetheless linked Sha Tau Kok more effectively
with the outside world than had ever been possible before, when every
traveller had to make a long and weary journey by sea and mountain pass.
The Station was buillt iImmedhately on the frontier. When traders started
to migratc across the frontier, it was the hawkers, with no overheads, who
moved lirst - they moved to the area around the Station and its forecourt.
Most hawking in Sha Tau Kok was carried out here from about 19235,
When the railway was dismantled in 1928, following completion of the
moter road from Fanbing in 1927, the hawkers moved to the area at the
end of the road - a permanent market hall for them was built nearby as
part of the Sant Lau Sucet development in 1933 - 1934,

Before 1925, hawking had taken place mostly in Wang Tau Street -
vegetable hawkers using the upper part, near Upper Street, and fuel hawkers
the lower par, near Lower Street and the gambling house. Itinerant cooked-
food sellers (mostly selling noodles), and villagers selling things like
brooms, bamboo poles, etc. were also found here. But most of them moved
to the Station forecourt in about 19235,

The only sizeable shop in British Sha Tau Kok before 1925 was the
main town carpenter’s in Tsor Yuen Kok, This shop had moved there
from Upper Street a few years before 1925, mostly because of the need
for more space for its timber stores and saw-yeard. The rest of Tsoi Yuen
Kok was used for market gardens, where vegetables were grown for sale
in the town,

What did the town look like 1in 19257 Photographs are few and
unrevealing. There is, however, one short description of the town at this
date:
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"From Fanling alse, there runs a naitow gauge ne down the other coast at Sha Tau
Kok Sha Tau Kok uself 1s a fishing town, walled, and of a 1ype, with two
loopholed butldings [the guntowers] sticking up out of 1 These serve as walch-
towers and are common to all Chinese towns  Usually they are the pawnshops or
safe deposits  Doubtless they were necessary and useful enough i unsettled nmes,
before modern rifles and artillery weie added to Chuna’s doinestie problems  Nariow
dirty siteets shorien the foreigner’s stay i Sha Tau Kok, and he e content to leave

the place to 1ts poi-bellied pigs and conlented ciizens 67

Social and Economic Life

There are three tablets which include lists of shops in Sha Tau Kok:
the 1894 tablet recording donations to the rebuilding of the temiple at Shan
Tsui: the 1906 tablet recording donations to the building of a bridge at
Bride's Pool, and the 1920 wooden tablet recording donations to the repairs
of the monastery at Cheung Shan Kwu Tsz. ® Of these, the last is the
fullest and most significant, listing 39 shops specifically as being from
Sha Tau Kok. These lists have been discussed with elders of surrounding
villages, and, as a result, some 84 shops or workshops have been recorded
as operating in the market before 1925. Some of these 84 are somewhat
doubtful. At the same time, the elders say that there were more shops
than they can now remember anything of - numbers of very small shops,
selling sweets and such like, existed which the elde1s cannot now remember
in any detadl. It seems likely that there were about 90-100 shops in
operation in the market during this period. In addition to these 90-100
shops, there were 18 functioning saltworks, between 10 and 12 prostitutes,
and a number of full-time hawkers working both i the market, and from
the market through the surrounding district. Many of the shops employed
one or two people as well as family of the owner, The market may have
been responsible for providing work for 400-500 people.

Of the shops remembered by the elders, five were general household
stores. * Two rattan dealers made and dealt 1n sieves and baskets. A
subversmith provided for the finger-rings, ear-nngs, and bracelets so
important in Hakka culture. Eight were general groceries, some of which
were, in addition, grain wholesalers, pig slaughterers, or winemakers.
There were nine fishmongers - five were fish wholesalers only, while
four had a retail business as well, Other food dealers included three bakers,

* See Appendix 2
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a spectalist winemaker, and a dogmeat seller There were several sweet
sellers, although details ol only one have been remembered. A cattle
dealet not only sold and brokered amimals, driving them to his chents’
homes in the villages on demand, but also slaughtered cattle as needed.
Two carpenters and five or s1x blacksmiths mended the farm implements
and made new ones - the carpenters also made furniture and coffins, and
sawed planks lot vaiious uses. Also working in the tunber trade was the
boatyard ai Sha Lan Ha. as well as building and repairing boais, this
estabhishment made vars and other wooden equipment used on the boats.®
Three tailors and cloth dealers {plus, probably, a number of seamstresses
working n their own homes o sew up clothes for them). and a cobbler,
made ¢lothes and shoes for the local residents. A pawnshop supphed
credit and stotage services: this establishment occupied the lower floors
of the westein gun-tower and the adjacent premises, since the pawn
business required secure and strong bulldings to store the deposited goods
in  On the outskirls of the town were a couple of lime-kilns. Services
were provuded by a lettes-winter, fow paper-offerings sellers, a barber,
nme doctors and a dentist, Visuors and entertainment seekers were seiviced
by two tebaceo and opium selleis, an oprum divan, tree restautants, a
gambling house, fow o1 Live guesthouses, and ten o twelve prostitutes,
Fuel, vegetables, poultry, and ceitain sorts of handicraft and cooked food
were sold by hawkeis in the sticets  Salt was sold directly from the
saltworks,

This breakdown ot (rades 1s not markedly dissimilar to those found
elsewhere m the area, ™ Most local mackets were dominated by “general
stores” of vatious sorts, and most had a surprisingly high number of doctors.
Even in 1853, the Basel missionaries noted that, of the 50 shops then in
the town, six wele “pharmacies”, and that most of the major shops were
then general stores or wholesalers, probably, 1n the latter case,
fishmongers.” The Basel mussionaries also mention or imply carpenters,
pig slaughterers, and at least onc guesthouse (1859). They also refer to a
noodle-seller (1882). They noted that some of the larger general stores
dealt with traders in Hong Kong. All in all it would seem that the mix of
trades in Sha Tau Kok in the 1850 was similar to that 50 years later. At
both dates the town had a generally similar mix to other small towns in
the region, apart from ity entertamment specialities, and the salt, nice, and
fish carrying trades, Sha Tau Kok is, however, the only small town n the
area known to have had prostitutes - apart from Sha Tau Kok, prostitutes
were only tound in Hong Kong, Kowloon, Sham Chun and Cheung Chau,
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and, of these, Sham Chun and Cheung Chau were towns ten times larger
than Sha Tau Kok.

There were, however, some trades not found at Sha Tau Kok. There
was no book-setler, no oil-ress, no quilt-maker, no sauce maker, no
beancurd maker or dealer, and no vegetable dealers other than casual
hawkers. Books required in any number - such as the school text-books
or the annual almanac - were either stocked in the general stores, or else
brought into the market by hawkers carrying them from Sahm Chun. For
other books, or for quilts, or for bulk purchases of vegetables (for instance,
to buy wrnips enough to make the New Year's Tumip Pudding), villagers
had to go to Sham Chun. For cooking oil, villagers used lard, or else they
went to buy it at Sham Chun. The translation of the anti-Customs extract
printed above specifically states that one grievance of the villagers was
the duty exacted on cloth taken to Sha Tau Kok for dyeing (it would
probably have attracted duty on both “import™ and “export™), so it would
seem likely that there was a cloth dyer m the town in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century: if so, Customs exaction may have driven it
out of business, for there was no such establishment in the town in the
1920s. By 1925, villagers usually took their cloth to Kowloon to be dyed.

One feature of the market which does seem rather special is its
indigeneity. Of the 49 shopowners of whose origin something is
remembered, 38 at least were from the Shap Yeuk area, and a further
eight from “China” - some at least of these last would have been from the
China parts of the Shap Yeuk area. Only two Hoklo shops are remembered,
and no Punt ones, with the possible exception of one doctor from Sham
Chun (the prostitutes, though, were all Punt girls from the City).
Furthermore, most of the shops whose owners are now forgotten were the
smaller ones - the most likely to have been from the immediate area, The
18 largest shops were all indigencus, " This differs from many of the
small towns of the area, where non-indigenous groups were very
important, > The memory of the elders is that Sha Tau Kok was
emphatically a Hakka market, and one very deeply rooted in the local
village society. Even the coming of the new frontier does not seem to
have broken the essentially indigenous nature of the market. The Shap
Yeuk was founded so that the villagers of the area could have therr own
market, and run it themselves, and the wishes of the founding fathers
were, clearly, achieved.
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It seems that the shops were not very tong-lived most must have existed
enly for the period of the founder’s life. Where shops were succeeded to
by a son on his father’s death, 1t seems to have been common for the shop
name 1o be changed. The coming of the new frontier seems to have led o
a particularly thorough shake-out of shops Of the 42 shops mentioned m
the 1894 Shan Tsui tablet, onty eight appear among the 19 mentioned on
the 1906 Bride’s Pool tablet, and only seven among the 39 on the 1920
tablet, including tive o1 the eight which are mentioned on the 906 tablet.
Furthermore, the elders do not remember any shops with names
corresponding to the magorty of the donaung shops in 1894 (only about
13 of the 42 shops donatung i 1894 were remembered - about 31% - and
two or three of these are doubtful): clearly many of these prernises had
gone oul of business before the 19205, At the same time, 10 of the 19
shops on the 1906 Bride's Pool tablet also appea on the 1920 Cheung
Sha Kwu Teze tablet. Five of the 1906 donors appear on nerther the 1894
tablet nor the 1920 tablet. Thas all suggests that more than half of the
shops changed name between 1894 and 1906, but less than half between
1906 and 192(. 1t would seem that, on average, perhaps 4 quarter or a
third of the shops changed names each decade

All the elders contacted were land-people, and they knew little of the
economic and social lilestyles of the boat-people. It seems that, while to
the foreign visitor of 1925 mentioned above Sha Tau Kok was “a fisming
town”, Sha Tau Kok, while it had the essential stiucture of a wholesale
l1sh market and a boutyard, was less dommated by the need to service the
fishing fleet than towns such as Sai Kung, to say nothing of places hike
Cheung Chau or Tai O The Sha Tsu Kok area fishermen fished mostly
within Mirs Bay - they did not, 1t would appear, normally jom the fleets of
better located ports in exploiting the deep sea Wong Fa fishenes. Sha
Tau Kok was a fishing port, but 1t was more of a land market than a sea
markel.

All the markets i the arca required hawkers and coolies as well as
shops, and Sha Tau Kok was no exception - indeed, given the importance
of its carrying trade with Sham Chun, Sha Tau Kok may well have been
mare dependent on coolies than elsewhere. The hawkers were of two
types: those who traded as a patt-ttme occupation, and those who made
their living by it. The villagers of the surrounding viltages regularly
supplemenied their income by casual hawking in the town. Each village
seems to have specialised m what & sold. Women from the villages near
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the town would bring baskets of vegetables to sell retail on street m Wang
Tau Street. Some sold their vegetables at Yim Liu Ha - even before the
hawkers started to migrate across the frontier there was some trading here.
The saltworkers had no fields, and had to buy all their food - since there
was about 100 of them, this represented quite a market. tsually, those
villagers trading vegetables with the saltworkers at Yim Liu Ha would
exchange their vegetables for salt, which they then hawked arcund the
villages away from the market. One or two villages specialised in this
vegetables and salt frade. Yet others specialised in exchanging vegetables
for fish (usually the poorer quality, or broken, fish), which they then hawked
around villages away from the market.

The villages further from the market found the vegetable rade difficult,
and they usually did not take part in it. Their specialty was fuel. The
villages near the market had cut all the trees in the vicinity of the village,
except for the untouchable Fung Shui groves, long before, and they were
ser1ously short of fuel as a consequence. The remote mountainside villages
of the Shap Yeuk area, however, still had plenty of wood, but were usually
short of cultivable land. The economy of these villages depended,
essentially, on exchanging firewood for rice. Vitlage women would leave
these villages at day-break, camrying loads of about 75 cattier of wood, cut
and dnied, and prepared to suit the particular needs of the specific market
aimed at. The boat-people required wood cut into very small and even
billets, to fit the tiny stoves on board their boats, The saltworkers needed
wood cut to larger sizes o feed thear furnaces and stoves, Individual
villager or shopkeeper households needed wood cut to medium sizes.
Individual fuel - selling villages tended to speciahse in one or other of
these markets. The best-placed fuel-selling villages, those whose wood
reached the market first’™, tended to sell their wood in whole loads, 75
cattier at a time. Those who reached the market later tended to have to
sell their wood retail, catty by cauy, originally in Wang Tau Street, later
from the Railway Station forecourt. It was the custom that, if someone
bought a whole load of wood, then the seller had to carry it all the way to
the buyer’s house, no matter how far from the market. Individual seller
villages tended to develop a close relationship with individual buyer
villages and households - often buyers would look out sellers they knew,
and order a load of fuel for the next market day. As with vegetables, so
villagers who sold fuel to the saltworkers or fishermen sometimes
exchanged their wood for salt or fish, which they then hawked through
the villages away from the market.
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Villages, especially mountainside villages, often had customary
handicrafts which the women hawked in the market. Brooms, made from
the twigs of a certain mountain bush, were a hawker monopoly, as were
the hand-woven 1ibbons used to tie up the traditional Hakka headcloth,
The special leaves used (o Lie up steamed 11ce dumplings were similarly
prepared and sold by women {1om the mountain villages.

Some products could only be got in the mountains - games, some
medicinal herbs, tea, and some other special products. Only a few
households, mostly mountain ones, kept bees and had honey fot sale,
Honey wus usually sold from the street by retul - few villagers would
ever have had more than a small quantity for sale at any titme. Honey was
mostly uscd for medicnal purposes. Villagers with tea to sell, or medicinal
herbs, would usually setl to shops m the manket 1f they had a large quantity,
but otherwise they would sell by retal fiom the shieet. Game was usualty
sold by men. Some villages kept packs of hunting dogs, and caught wild
boar, the meat ol which was then sold mn the market-town streets, while
porcupine, civet cats, and witdtowl were trapped Live and then sold
Markets like Sha Taw Kok, wath substantial areas of mountan 1n the market
district, were famous tor the game trade.

These trades weie specialties - only those villages able to keep hunting
dogs could catch wild boar, and the skills of the tinding and preparing
medicinal herbs, or trapping wild fowl], weie a jealously guarded secret,
known only 10 a {few villages, and within those villages, only to a few
households One specialist mountain product was Shue Leung ( & £ ),
a tuber which, when sliced up and macerated in water, provided a juice
which water-proofed 1opes. This tuber was needed by the boat-people,
who would treat thew tackle and nets with 1t once or twice a year. When
bout-people needed it, they would look out for a mountainside villager
known to them, and order o load for the next market day. Mountainside
villages were as concetned (o preserve then Shue Leung fiom llicit harvest
by outsiders as they were (o preserve ther stands of fuel trees - outsiders
found poaching would be driven ofil with violence,

Poultry wete sold live m the streets by villagers, especially from the
lowland villages neuar the market 7 - buyers look them home and
slaughtered them themselves. Poultry was not always available, but the
market would be full of scllers just before a festival. Seed-pigs and day-
old chicks were usually sold on street by any villager who happened to
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have some to sell. Fruit was sokd on street, but was not always avaiable.™
Occasionally, however, a mountainside villager might bring n a load of
the httle bitter mountamn tangerines in the autumnn, or rose-myrtle fruit,
and the lowland villages sometimes had Wong Pei or Lung Ngan. Gmger
flowers in the summer, from the lowland villages, and New Year Bell-
flowers and other New Year plants from the mountainside villages, were
also traded.

The full-time, professional, hawkers were of two types; those who
normally traded 1n the town, and those who notmally traded from the
town through the surrounding villages. Within the town, there were a few
permanent cooked-food hawkers who sold fried noodles - often dogmeat
noodles - from charcoal stoves carried through the streets. These hawkers
sometimes carried their wares through the nearer surrounding villages, as
well. There were a few knife-sharpeners who warked in the same way.
There were also a few sweet sellers who hawked sweets through the town
and the nearer villages: these were mostly connected with the sweet-shops
in the town.

There was only one good well in the town, outside the Upper East
Gate. Within the town there were a number of small backyard wells, but
these were polluted and brackish. They were not fit for drinking from,
and were used for getting washing water, However, the wine-makers in
the town used these backyard wells for the water they made their wine
with. The shopowners did not, usually, draw their own drinking water. A
number of women from the nearby villages made a Living by drawing
water and carrying 1t around the town, selling a load for a few cash. These
women were caller “Water-women” ( & 7k £ ),

Within the market district there were a number of full-time hawkers
who carried wares from the town around the villages. These did not usuaily
carry general goods, nor did they usually fulfill orders from villagers
unwilling to go to market. 'Anyone who wanted somethuing had to walk
to town to get it: there was no other way, no-one would carry anythmg for
you."” However, there were thungs which the ordinary village woman
could not carry, and these were brought by the hawkers. Thus, every
famuly needed a few large, heavy, earthenware water-pots and rice-jars.
These were cumbersome and awkward even to lift, let alone carry over
the mountains, where a single slip would cause them to smash, Hawkers
brought these, and similar wares, around the villages. Wares unavailable
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tn the market would sometimes be carried round by hawkers who brought
them from the bigges cities further away. ™ Twice a year, in the Spring
and the Autumn, these hawkers would carry around the villages the
vegetable seeds needed for the forthconnng half vear. The villagers did
not know how to produce good vegetable seed for themselves, There
were some speciabist villages in China which produced large quantities of
seed. There the hawkers bought their stock  The hawkers kept the locations
of these villages a secret - no villager contact seems 10 know where their
seeds came from, ™ Many of these hawkers who carried things around
the villages were Hoklo: few local people entered this trade except for the
people who hawked salt and fresh fish around the villages near their homes.
There werc quite a significant number of these itiperant hawkers, who
bought in the towns and cartied wares around the villages: unfortunately,
very little is known uabout them

Some local villagers did make a living i the wtinerant sweet trade. In
Tsat Muk K there was a villager, for imstance. who made sweets and
hawked them thiough the Wu Kau Tang and Plover Cove villages. These
sweet hawkers otten sold then wares, not for cash, but for broken metal
which they then sold on to the market town blacksmuths, who were always
short o] metal

The coolie trade was not very tormally o1ganised. Those stores wanting
coolies 1o carry goods would ler it be known, and would hire whom they
pleased {rom those who showed an interest - most shops in the carrying
trade developed a relationshup wath a particular group of women, however,
- or the women from a patbicular village or section of a village - and
always called on that group for coolies. After the 1870s, many of the
young adult men of the Sha Tau Kok area began to travel abroad for a few
yeals (0 make their fortunes It is hikely that, betore local society began to
be murked by this temporary engiation of young adult males, the local
coolics had been young men, but, by 1900, the trade was mostly conducted
by women. Thus, the Colomal Secretary hired [ 1] persons in 1899 to
carry hus baggage hom Wo Hang near Sha Tau Kok to Tar Po - a full
day's masch of 12 miles - and 70 of the 111 were women. * In the 1920s,
shops 1n the market a1 Sha Tav Kok would sometimes send groups of
women as tar as Tsuen Wan {more than 15 miles away) to bring back
goods for sale not available nearer at hand (pineapples especially) - a very
long day’'s work. Many of the canying cooiies came from the lowland
villages - the women ol the mountainside villages were probably too
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precccupied with the fuel trade to have any spare time to enter the canying
trade.

Especially in the 1930s, one of the biggest coolie trades was smuggling,
although 1t was of signiftcance earher as well. Villagers smuggled thewr
own purchases back over the frontier (the bridge carrying the footpath
over the border river near the Sha Tsut temple was a commonly used
route, as it was not continuously guarded by the Customs), but bulk
smuggling {(mostly of sugar, kerosene, tobacco. and also opium) was
organised by the shops in the market, especially the tobacco dealers, These
treated their trade as any other carrying trade, with village women being
hired ad hoc to carry loads to customers across the frontier, or across the
lines to Sha Yue Chung. Most village women active in the coolie trade
took part in this smuggling business.

The society of the market at Sha Tau Kok was enttrely dominated by
the local Hakka of the surrounding villages. The Tanka - the boat people
- were, as always, regarded as somewhat second-class, even though their
presence was essential to the econonuc success of the town. The percetved
inferority of the boat-people may well be the reason that few of them
lived in the market at Sha Tau Kok: they preferred to live at Kat O, a few
mules off-shore, outside the Shap Yeuk area.

Even more regarded as second-class, however, were the Hoklo
saltworkers. These groups of workers, living for the term of their contract
away from their families in their miserable huts on the saltpans, had no
status at all, Of the total population of the town, perhaps as many as one
fifth were saltworkers (assuming five workers per salt-works), The Hakka
villagers owned the salt-works, but left them entirely to the contract
overseer and his hired staff, so long as the rent was paid. No-one
remembers the names of any of these salt-workers, nor can anyone
remember any mairiages between local Hakka or Tanka girls and these
Hoklo labourers. The villagers kept away from them, and their onty contact
was the exchange of fuel or vegetables for salt at Yimm Liu Ha. The salt-
workers were important to the economy of the town, but they were treated
as bewng the very bottom of the social scale.

At the other end of the social scale were the teachers at the Tung Wo
School. The Shap Yeuk elders had wanted to ensure that the district had
at least one first quahity school, and had consequently built the schooi to
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high standards, and took care to employ good teachers. The school inust
always have had scveral teachers - the butlding 15 just too big to have
been fewsible tot just one.

It1 1923 there were f1ve teachers, Three were Shap Yeuk area people.
One, Chan Kan-cheung, It 7 £ | trom Luk Keng, was aieturned student
from USA - he taught English and Physical Education. Another teacher
from Luk Keng was Chan Ping-long, [# T {H | a graduate fiom Canton,
He taught “the new books™ The thind teacher fiom the Shap Yeuk area
was Lau Woon-kwong (51 % 5%, ), from Keng Hau (Jinghou, &1 jmn
the Chinese part of the Shap Yeuk area  He taught classical Chinese and
Muste. The other 1wo wachers were outsiders  Ler Wai-lau, 2= 8 i,
was a Sau Tsoi from near Yuen Long, a Punitt speaker - he taught classical
Chinese. The Lifth icacher, Wu Fan-ng, M1 i (A, was from Shaoguan in
the nonth ol Guangdong  He had lived tor many years in Sha Tau Kok,
and spoke and targht in Hakka  He, like Chan Ping-long, was a graduate
from Canton, and taught “*the ncw books™

Right down (o the 1930s, (he desire 1o keep their school one of the best
and maost advanced 1n the 1egion was a magor amm of the elders of the Shap
Yeuk. Inthe 19204, the standard ot the school wis as advanced as the
Government schools which the Hong Kong Government had staited to
open in the major centres of the New Terntories. By having thes group of
well-educaied and culined men living i the market, the elders of the
Shap Ycuk demonstianed that their town and district comprised a full and
viuble community’ not only having artisans and tabourers and merchants,
but scholars and gentry as well.
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APPENDIX )

Calendar of Disturbances i the Border Area, 1899-1940

Vol. 33 (1993)
ISSN 1991-7295

{Orime = Puper s Lased Befor e the Lepsslanve Conncil of Hongkong. 1912, (Sessiondl Papers 1912, ponted
by Noronha and Co. Govemmeni Printers), No 11 ot 1912, "Report on the New Temitones, 1899-1912"
{The Orme Reporty, pp 43-63 , SP = Paper v Latd Befor o the Legistutive Counorf of Honghonug (Sessional
Papers), STILS = Shaomtade Lishe, op o, AP = Admimsi atrve Reporss, “Repon by the Disiner Officer
New Territories”, JLHG = Frudongharguan Bavman Dasinchi oped Noe JUHG is muted 1n material
for 1921-1927, and AP has litle 10 say on the border 1931-1938, except to comment on the tevels of

smugghng )

Year

1600

1901

1905

1906
1907

1941

1912

1413

1914

1915

1916

1917

I'HE

Event

Abortve Rebellion in Wai Chau  Sham Chun valley i urmenl - Sam
Chays T in sevolt 5 piracies st Hong Kong waters

Chinese mohirary patrel formed on lronner

Most serious coime (n New Territonies caused by cross-border gangs
these impeded by new blockhouses at Ta Kwu Ling  Second rebellion
a1 Sam Chau Tin

Market sirthe a1 Sha Tau Kok

Riot agamst Customs al $ha Taw Kok

Law Fong. Chor Uk Wa. sha Tau Custons Siatsons sacked by bandily
Law Fong Customs Stanon desiroyed by bandits

Fighuing v area near border  Increase in bandiry and piracy In Hong
Kong, mulluary assistance necded by Police  Law Fong, Lin Tong, Sha
Tau Customs Stationsy sacked by bandis, a1 Law Fong claimung 1o be
"new revoluionaries”  Situanon confused  Excecutions (n Sham Chun

MNam O, Y un Tin Costonms Stations asached by bandis

Nam O attacked and sacked by mght Tar Chan, Chek Wan Customs
Stations sached by bandits

Chan Hang (5 Mui Sha} Customs Stiuon sacked by bandur

Increase m smuggling opiusn mto Cluna Bad oulbreak ol cross-borsler
crune, die 1o "lack of any reasonable sy<siem of policing” on the Chinese
side  Yun T (3 tieesG, Ka Chung, Lung Tsun Hor Customes Siations
sicked by bandus (40 men wilack Kar Chung, up 1o 200 Yim Tin, amd
150 &t Lung T<un Hud Al Customs hreanns removed o Hong Kong
for <afe-keeping (wni 19323

Hakkas Aeenig distrubances m Waa Chaw acecve in New Terpories
Ouwbreak ol crime in New Terriiories by “undesirables” feom acrass
border Kat Chung. Lung T-un Hui, S$ha Tau Customs Stanons sacked
by bandis

Tumes “very disturbed” on border  Outbreak of cros--boider crune "hall

Source
SP 1901
STILS
Orme
SP 1902
Onme
STILS
STILS
STILS
JLHG
SP 1912
AR
JLHG
JLHG

ILHG

JLHG

AR
JLHG

AR
JLHG

AR

the otlenders come ferm Chinese werritory”  Kan Chung, Tip Fuk, Ha Sha  JLHG

Customns Stanons forced 10 close (Apnly) Sha Yue Chung and Kar M
Customn< Stations sacked by bandils and Torced to close LAugust)
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Year

1914

1920

1921

1922

1923

1924

1925

1926

1927

1078

1929

1930

1931

1432

Event

Haenous Lioss-bordes aemed vobbenes Yhe Customs Stoons closed
R e-opened (Angust )

Relugaes Hee i Mew ‘Temitones hon contmual (acnon-hghting m
border seed Armied cross-horder cimes merease Sha Yue Chung
Custams Stition sacked by bandis

InCicase sy hing native tobaceo from Clina 4 piracies (imeluding,
of the Sha Yue Chong Ferryl Punther aaned cross-border bandiery

2 punacies m the Sha Yie Chung Ferry  Nighting between priame bands
w M Bay

Lage imcrcase m simggglmg, due to disturbanees n the border area
Serous vrins-horder armed s, o execution in Ching as a4 resull

Lhysenthed comdiiets, due to compmuogs Dghuog between Sun and Chan
tawhiesn e Tan comtiol of distoer Upsarge 1 cioss-border crime,
ucluding B armed rads, some mounted ¥ Chinese wegila solders

Besyuntt cotmes consderahle touble p Sha Taw Kok Huge onme wave
ol coosssbndder cone Onante 0K ol crines conymttet] m e New
Tednteries | conled be traced e persns comamg from over the border
Stukets enter anel teronse New Teaitotes villages  Brtish toops sent
10 Sha L Kok 1o estene ondey - oo Cuk TFung Soviel rebelhon affects
Huas Bay mea

Condsvons ey, hut disiubed comdimons acass the border lead to
Bron i Mew Tentones because of the number of refugees seeking
howses  Many matsheds creaed Irorefupees  Heavier burder policmg
teedel Mt Bay Gshenmen vnalsle o Inh except close imshore because
ol “disturbed comhibon”

Conditears better, but <0l troubled pear berder Ancimped poacy of
Lol Haehour Teny junk Heavier policing o Sha Taw Kok boder area
reduces cross-binder conme Boader patch construcied m New Termiories

Inctease msmuggling Vorlence against recent refugee anvals m New
Fervtermes Climese inegulars eplaced by repulas and dwoplined e
Sha T Kok Mo paracy o Mirs Bay (" Tean™ case} Hon Luk Fung
Suvaet schellhon altects Bras Bay area

Custonis sech iagir mciense e stall becaose ol increased smugghng
fevery ywsu unnl late 19Wh) - Much better condions on borden because
of hetter polieing on Chinese side aof bordes

Increase m sougeiing Ka Mg Custiss Station sacked by bangdins

Increase m sinugglng, evpecially sugar - Sha Fau Custons Station
stcked by hundis 2 Battles wal snugglers odt entiance 10 Pearll River
Clloses Maru” case) Inadequate customs st | membees leads (o
pauhlens

Incredse o amuggliog, especrablyl sugar and ot Smugghing on
sulway o goowing problens Smugglmg thorngh Lok Ma Chau ard
Sheung Sk a growmg problem Sroagghng on Stun Chun River 3
grrwig problems Kar Chung Costonmes Slation sacked by bandns
Cruntrattles woly sogglers o Law Fong itwieed, Chek Mer, Man Kam
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Saurce

AR
JLHG

AR
JILHG
AR
AR

AR

AR

AR

ASR

AR
JLHG

ILHG

AR, JLHG

AR
JLRG

AR
JLHG
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Year Event Source

T Lin Tong  Mounted Horse Patrols instiloted to contiel smuggling
Guernllas acuve i Bras Bay aiea Gunbatile with “umitormed sinugglers”
ofl Tar Mw Sha

1y3a Increase i smugghng  Gunbnantle with smuggies m Hong Kong waters A JLHG

1934 Stight increase i smugglimg  Awomobile Ani-smuggling Panals AR
mshuted

1935 Conununig influx 1o he New Tennones ol poor Hakkas, retugees from AR
nerghbouning disiricts, hving wy matsheads Chunese erect sigel fence JLHG

trom Sharm Chun 10 Sha Tau  Guernillas acove i By Bay aea
Guubattle i Mirs Bay with smugglers o gunbsule at Sha Tou, an
innacent bystander 15 kulled

1936 Ingrewse i sinuggling alter shgh drop in 1935 (Disuret Otheerd AR
Custonms tevenues nse as smugghog o “brouglit under connal” ILHG
(Custems)  locrease i immigraiien mio the Mew Tentones of poor
Hakkas Gueenllas achive in Bias Bay area

1937 [nvrease in smuggling Destuute refuggess in MNew Terrones canse AR
crime wave there " Abnormal conduwons” i China cause moie 1etugees JLHG
toarmve 2 ooss-border theeves wel on and bealen to death by Mew
Terntonies willagers  Tapanese declare blockade ol Chinese walers near
trontier and attach Tar Chan Ling Ting, Sam Mun Custams Statwons
Tapanese twnee anack Customs vessels in Hong Kong waters

1938 Retugees from Japanese increase populioon of New Terrories by 1/2 AR
Many squatter masheds, but ne mcrase i Mew Ternionies coune, escept JLAG
thal some cross-border gangs cagse rouble  Kau Whung, Tip Fuk,

Custarms Stanons closed  Kae M Customs Stanons desiroyed n
Japanese attack  Japanese enter Sham Chun and al] Customs Stauons
clned  Japanese atlack Sha TauKok, Sham Chun, Mirs Bay and Deep
Bay, damaging Al Custoniy Stations, then reline Customs staions recpen
atend of year Fislnng, other than mshe, greatly hampered by Japanese
altachs  Many retugees in Ihe New Ternnones diie ol starvauon

193y Inereave in smugghing and puacy, due (o confused siwaon n borde AR
area Guerrillas come w agieernent with Cusioms on operation of Sha JLHG
Yue Chung Customs Stauon - goods for guertidias i be duty-free
Japanese 1ake Nam Tau. allack Sham Chup, then enter Shan Chun
- all Custoins Statiens except Sha Yue Chung close  Japaness reine,
andd all Custems Stanons reopen battle with smugglers ofl Yon Tm

1940 Japanese re-gnter Sham Chun - All Custonis Stanions close, then the JLRG
Japanese retue, and Mirs Bay Customs Sranon re-open with dssistance
of guerriitas  All Siations damaged  Heavy smuggling of ~nalegic
goads to Sha yue Chung, M Sha, Chan hang  Japanese agan invade
Sham Chun, and attack Mirs Bay Mus Bay Customs Station able
operate o mght only  Sha Tau Kok capured by Japanese
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APPINDIX 2
Shops an sha Lan Kok Marker. 1425

(WIS =Wang Lan Speet), UP = Uppen Soeet, TS = Lower Street, (05 = Old Street, SEH = Sha Lan Ha
(= Fish Laeensy 1YK = s Yuen Kok, SH = San Heang LH = Luk Heung, WH = Wo Hang, YT =
Yo Ton. Y5€0 = Yung Sue €3, B = Pung Haug, TT = Timg To, 51 = Shan Tww, HL = Hoklo, KLH =
Ewun Lo Ha, 1K = 1ok Keng, TME = Do Mub K T = L Leng, AH = Aa Ha, 55T = 5an Tsuen,
NC = N Chingt, SC = Sham Chun, 5TK = 5ha Tau Kok A =10 1894 Shan T Tablet, B = m 1920
Cheung Shan Kwu Uss Tabict, € = m Owad Fvadence, D =m0 1906 Budes Pool Tablel * = The largest
sy

No,  Name ot Shop  Addrews  Name Villige  Sowrce  Comments
ol Shap of Owner  of Owner

Cenetal Stope
1+ i ¥ WIS . I.H ABC Fodd sawe, bowls,
Platey, pattery, Topes,
nauls ete Donaled
Bell to Wu Shek Kok
Temple, 1922

2 1 4 - - C -

3 [ ' . . C 1

4 oML - - C ! Pottery

54 A o Wik r Y50 ECD -

Basel mussionanes, 1853
Lawmsho)

o flr Moo 1% fof YT (ABCLE  Occupied lower Noors
of gun lower  Probably
donated to 1895 Ta Po
Kwoung Fuk Bridge

oy

7 ] i Wis . Y50 BC -

He I lif} Wi 5l ™ BC suded grain, pig
slavghuerer,
winemaker etc

9 ] 5 Wi L) Chima BCD sugar dealer, etc

i) CI || B Wi ! Wi BL -

[ L 4 WIS . TTi* ABCD -

12 i v 1S - 5r BC -

11+ Ll 15 i WH AC mg slaughterer,
winemaker elo

4% | Ll wiIis - ¥ BC winemaher, groer.
ele Basel missionaties,
1853

Othe L gisds

15 i+ A WIS - Chima BC winemaken

16 N TR Ih - . AC -

17 I M - - - < baker. probably
cotnected with { B

I8 h ' - H WH < dogmeal

14 off il Wih : STK BCD hiker

Luslnongars

T “ Wih . ML BC -

21 4 I WiS - . BC -

22 4] ) SLE - SI BC -

2] THi SLE . YT BC man donor, 1894

24 h it WIS - Clana BC -

25 il TH S - L4 B¢ -

L I S1LE . STK ABCD -

27 in i SEET? - . BC -

pi | | 4 15 . I < .

Ayunials

) & ] will C -


http://ienei.ll
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No.  Nameof Shop  Address  Namne Village  Sowrce  Comments
of Shop  of Oweer  of Owner
Tobawco
s @& L WTS - LKk ABCD  dealyin opium s well
31 a k1 SLH - LK c deall 1n opum a4 well
Restourants
24 F @ WTS . HL C 1e.shop and noodles
n- LS - - C cotlee shop, cold drmhs
4 - WTS - - [ dogmear wmd olher
noodles Basel
mpgionanes, 1382
Salversmulhs
3+ i LS - TMK cn "C20 a nng”
Talor e1c
L ] = WTS YT C hine cloth, wellery
KYANEN] EL LS LH C tarlon, gloth, Imgest
shop n the markel
M i oW R LS C -
obbler
39 k3 i LS TL C
43 = i - - - C .
41 m #| WTS - AH C baskets aml vigves
Carpenters
42 14 e WTS - LH ABC
43% g il US->TYK - LH C
Boatbutlder
d4* i [} SLH STK C alse ropemaker and
allied rrades Lockhart's
report, 899,00, 1937
Blacksnnths
45-50 - LS - China C "5 ar 6" biacksnuths in
o [DW
Gumbling Houswe
My omon 3 WTS WH BC 2 Storey Gambling
house, Po Tau, Tsz Fa
and Par Kau
Paper Offenings
52 i wTS YT C Owner executed about
1935
83 al WTS - - C ¥ Probably one of these
¥ whops was the ome
Joperated by the Markei
¥ Headman,
54 o wll - - - C Jof the Luk Heung
55 EoN A ] - ST C leader of teain of Mam
Ma Lo (Taoist Priests)
Letier Writer
56 RO Man Mo WH C -
Temple
Barber
57 M7 7 WTS - - C
Doctoy
5B¢ 0 ® 4 2 us ¥T ABC
L A WTS - Y50 BC
6 + F w WwTS - BC -
4l B 1) LS - NC BC -
&2 T H WTS - 5C BC -
6} & L % - - ¥T C -
6 Foy oo - - - ACD -
65 & 4 7 - - - AC
Ll B = - - YT C -

Basel mmssionanes,
1853
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No.  Mame of Shop Address Name Village  Source Commenis
of Shep  of Owner  of Owner
Tobagco
o7 [ L - - C -
6871 - wWis - - C "3 o1 47 guesthouses
See below under
"Others” Basel
mmsionaries. 1859
L} Wgn
72 - WIS - - C -
7374 Yimlm - - C 1 or 2 imekidns
Ha Lackhart’s Repert, 1899
Otliers
75 b ur! - H wiH C sweets and small
groceries
T o R B ) these may be (wo ol
77 I (T - . . B ) the puesthouses
H {1l Al - - - B |
7Y LTl Ll - . - B |
HY) fir L] - - - B ) rothing 15 row
81 i fll - - - B Y remembered aboul
#2 4 H . B } these shops
83 & 4 - B }
B4 I i - B }
|}
H5-96 . Row near - City C Punti girls trom Cuy
[4 Offered opium o chents
Saliworks
Y7115 - Yonlw o - - C HL workers from
Fa Swabue, sold salt ceral
Deral o) works mn
Blovk Crown Lease
Bawkers

- - Wls - - [N Fish, meat, vegetables,
conked food (dogment
nondles) handierafts
fuel  Adwoal ¥ Lig
Ha

NOTES

b See G A C Herklots, The Hong Kong Counts ysede, Hong Kong, 1951, pp 86-89 tor ugers
and leopard on Ng Tung Shan, and the Hain An Coumy Gasetieer (1819 Gazeiteer, ch 3.
Chung Lap Pac Ediion, 1979, p 45) tor tiper, wild boad, and deer in the area

2 1688 Hvn An County Gazeticer, ¢h 3,1 27

¥ A salt commssion was established sl Nam Taa (Nantou, (437 ) just outside the present
borders of hong Kong, probably m the Nan Yueh perod, i she second cemury BC - Thas
was larer divided milo 4 comnussions, probably dunmg the Man Han penod (tenth cenlury
A.D )Y Of the 4 Non Han commssions, the Kwun Fu commission certainly covered the
Muis Bay wea i the Sung - the headguarters of the conamssion were moved temporarily
from Kowloon City to Tip Fuk (Diefu, i ) on the east coast of the Bay in 1163 - and
probably did so from the establisliment of the comnussion The borders of Tung Kuan
County and s predecessms bent 10und o inctude pust the coastal stnp of Mirs Bay, 1o
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ensuie thal the salifields there were in the same County as the 1241 of the salt commuission
Y Tin (Yannan, B8 |, “The Salr Fiedds™) almost certamly gol iis name somewhen in this
period However, areas under the control of a Sall Comnmussioner were often merely the
salt-pans, and the adjacent village of 1he sall-workers, i pockets scattered along 1he caost,
and the presence of a salt commussion could co-exist with a totally undeveloped linmerland
See Luo Huang-lin ( &), FEILE — A AHTHELATZFLELHE %M.
Xiangoang Qrandarthy Yehawsoyiawon Yigianzhe Xranggong T Qui Dupwan Jiaotong, Hong
Kong, 1959, {translated as Hong Kong and 15 Evernal Conmtimceations before 1841, but
withour the foolnotes, Hong Kong, 1963],c¢h I.n 5,15, 12,¢ch 4.5 14 Seecaloch Ion
13 Seealso SY L, “Salt Manutacture iy Hong Kong”, m Jow sl of the Hong Kong
Branch of the Royal Anane Society Vol 7, 1967, pp 138-151 (1epunted from The Hony
Kong Natiwalist, Vol X, No , January 1940)

1 See Luo Hsiang-lin, op e, ch 3: 5 F Baltour, “Hong Kong befote the Brinsh Being a
Local History of the Region of Hong Kong and the New Terntories Before the Britssh
Occupation™, in Jom nal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Roval Asiatic Soctety, Vol 10,
1970, pp 133-179 (1epuinted from T ren Hsie Monthty, Shanghat, Vols 1land 12, 1940,
1941}, K M.A Barmneu, *Hong Kong Befare the Chinese, the Frame, the Puzzle, and the
Missing Pieces”, Jowtnal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Rovel Asiatic Soctety, Yol 4,
1964, pp. 42-67' Sung Hok-p’ang, “Legends and Stories of the New Territories Tat Po, £

45, i Jownal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Roval Avarie Svuety, Vol 28, 1988, pp
70-76 (teprinted from The Hong Kong Natirahst, May, 1935)

% The Gazetteer mentions puates in the Mirs Bay area in 1571, 1590, 1641, 1647, 1648,
1664, and 1972 1688 Gazeiteer, ch 12, (RI9 Gazetteer, ch 12, Chung Lap Pao edion,
1979, pp. 119120, and see also LE1Y Gazetteer ch 7, and ch 19, Chung Lap Pao edition,
pp 80-81 and 154

5 The 1688 Gazetieer gives a list of villages in existence in the axea 1n and befare 1662
{1688 Gazeiteer, ch 3) See the note at ff 13-15, which makes i clear that the villages are
those ot the pertod beote the Coastal Evacuation of 1662-1668. and not those contemporary
with the Gazenteer

7 The Provincial Governor and Magistrate urged on the 1elurning families the need 1o get
tenants or purchasers to take over land winch could no longes be tilled by the descendans ot
the previous ownets (see Luo Hsiang-lin, op cuit pp. 145-149, 0 13, 19, 23 relaung to dates
w the 17105 and [720s)  Wnhin the rours Bay area, at least the Lees of Wo Hang settled
there in 1692 “on the [official] arder 10 1eclaim land”, see D Faute, The St vie tir e of Chinese
Rural Soctery Lincage and Villuge m the Eastern New Terisortes, Hong Kong, Oxford
University Press, Hong Kong, 1986, p 217, n 22 Theie 1 at least one case where a ineage
abandoned land east ot the mountains, to concentrale themaselves i the moe sheltered west
The name of the village of Man Uk Pin { &E& | “The Houses of the Man Fanuly™) makes
i clear that it was once lved m by the Man famaly  That famuly, howevel, 1s now found only
i Ta Kwu Ling. to the west, at Ping Che, Tong Fong, and Heung Yuen villages  When the
present mhabiants of Man Uk Pin, the Chung ( 38 ) hineage seutled there i about 1700, 1t
was deserted - clearly in 1s case 4 hineuge had concenirated on 11s best lands to the west, and
abandoned the marginal Mirs Bay land to newcomers
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E Detwls of the eatly Hakka examimauon sueeesses are known from a recently recovered
geneatogy, ol the Chan [l ) lineage of Num Chung 1t 1s understood that a copy of thirs
genealogy will be deposited wah the Hong Kong Museum of History | am mdebred 10 Mr
Chan Wing-hot for diirwing my attengion o the information i this genealogy

% Seen 8

" At the ume of the Block Crown Lease (1905), L2 68 acres of saltpans were recorded
However, the senous madequacies ol the bist swivey here led to another beng onducted in
1912, when 17 3 acres were secaded  However, m 1912 two areas wete lefl unclammed,
probably Because storns had bresched ihers bumds and rmned them These two areas totalled
abowt 3 Yacies  In acdition, there weie about (-6 acres of howses, huts. and waste within the
salipan 1eclamanion, which, theretore, tnadled about 21 2 acies  The saltpans were very
valuable propetty m the nmeteenth century - the Basel massionaries {see below, n 17} recerd
the siale ot a shine by a Tam Shon g vilager m 1882 for “several hundreds of dollars™
{Basel Mission wchive, doct AL-16, Nr 451 1o the 1920s, however, amd still more in the
193k, cheap imperted sah cavsed ever-growing poblems. which led to the closure of the
saftworks betong dhe War, A bidge was busli io the saftpans i 1934 (Adinnni atiy e Reporfs
jor the Year 1934, App 1, “Report on the New Terntones tor 19347, p J17) Atter the War,
the abandoemed saltworks became the site ol a magor squatter settlement, recently cleaied
Today, the salipan wed has disappeared under new reclamaten, and al the remams 15 0 new
Tin Hau Femple. seplacing the old one previously on the satipans, bult on a new site on the
new witerlrom

" Fon detarts of the astory of the temples m the area, on the setitement of the Hakka in the
areq, the reclamation projects they undeitook, the founding and management of hte maiket
at Sha Tan Kok, ind the huncteemng of the Shap Yeuk as the disinict management body, see
PH Have, " The Allince of Ten Settlement and Pobines i the Sha Tau Kok Area™, in D
Favre and 11 Sig, eds , Down o Banth The Tecrmonal Bond v South Chana, Stantord
Umiversaty Press, 1995

12 No detwls on the canlier history ol the temple survived the very full 1estoration of 1894,
but Shan Tsur eldess believe it be very old

I Inthe 1688 Gasetieer (ob 3 e derry “along the coast™ 1s mennoned called the “Ma Tseuk
Lang Feuy™ There can no doubt that this 15 the ferry 10 Sha Yue Chung (Shayuchong, /1
61 3 12 mubes down the coast - Ma “Tseuk Lang, atthe head of Starling Inlet, 15 the nearesi
old villige t the Wu Shek Kok Temple (Wo Shek Kok village s probably o foundaton of
the catly mmneteenth centmy)  The coasts of Starhog Inlet withn two or Ihree nules of Ma
Tseuk Lang were blocked with muodflats and mangrove everywhere except a1 Wu Shek Kok,
where alone a bl Lalls steeply mwe the sea Wu Shek Kok s theiefore, the only posable
site lon a “Ma Tseuk Ling Feny® Lindimg place The Ma Tseuk Ling villagers owned the
Wu Shek Kok Temple, and the Ma Tseuk Ling military post {1688 Gazeuteer, ch 7)., was at
Shek Chung Au, just o tew handeed yards rom Wu Shek Kok These Ma Tseuk Ling
conneetions with she Wu Shek Kok arca stiongly siggest thar the Wu Shek Kok hill was
regatded as lommung part of the Ma Tseuk Ling ea Later, Wu Shek Kok formed parnt of the
Ma Tseuk Lang Yeuk ol the Shap Yenk
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14 The oldest swviving dated object 1s the bell, of 1922 (D Fawie, A Ng B Luk, & &%
368 | Xianggang Boinng Hubran, Historicat Inscriptions of Hong Kong, Uiban Council,
Hong Kong, Vol 3,p 733) The temple, however, appears in the Block Crown Lease
{1905), and the local villagers beheve it 15 old

1* The Sam Heung villagers have recently etected a tablel at the resited replacement temple,
stating that the temple was first built o the Chia Ch'ing reign (1796- 18209, and that the Ta
Tsiu was instiruted as soon as the temple was built While 1he grounds for 1hese statements
are not grven, they are teasonable, and probably conect, although a date late in the reign 15
likely

16 Iy Faure, The Structine of Chinese Rural Socrery, op o, p 107

7 A copy of this genealogy s 1n the collection of New Tetnlories historical documents at
United College, Chinese Univeisity of Hong Kong 1 am indebted 10 Dr I Faure for
drawang my attention to this reference

' Qur iformation on nid-mneteenth century Sha Tau Kok comes primanly from documents
of the Basel Mission, which had a Mission Station in the 1own 1849- 1854, and whose
missionaries regularly visited 1t in the Jaier nineteenth century  The nussionaries rented
four houses from a local village elder, near the western end ot Upper Sticet, backing onto
the wall The nissionanes drew a map of the town i 1853, plans of typucal shop urits in
1849 and 1833, and wiote a long description of the town and district in 1853 Map 2 s i re-
drawing of the nussionaries’ map of 1853, corrected by measurements taken from the 1924
aetial photograph of the town (13 November {924* orginial m the Department of Geography.
University of Hong Kong)y  The written descriphion of 1853 1s Basel Misston archive, doct
Al-2, Nr 44, “Hali-Yearly Report of the missionamy Rev P Winnes, from [st Janvary ro
1st July 1853", printed in translation in P H Hase. *Sha Tau Kok in 18537, in Jowr nal of the
Hong Keng Bramch of the Royal Asiarie Sociery, Vol 30, 1990, pp 281-297 See P H Hase,
“The Alliance of Ten", op cit, tor rediawmgs of the plans of mid-nineteenth century shop
units, and alse tor a drawing of a ctoss-section of such a shop umit 1 am indebted to Rev
Catl Smuth for draveng my attennon to the amportance of the Basel Mission docaments 10
the tustory of Sha Tau Kok, and for allowing me to use his vanscripts and notes [ would
also like to thank Mrs W Haas, and th estaft of the Basel Mission archive m the preparation
of this arhicle

' The Tung Wo Kuk was s0 named in ditect emulation of the older Puntt Council i Sham
Chun, which was also known as *The Councul for Peace in the East™, F-F/&/ . Tung Ping
Kuk - the choice of the name Tung Wo Kuk must be seen, in these circumstances, as a
marked <ign of local pride and self-confidence

M Seen 11
2 The villagers believe that the name Sha Tau Kok 1s taken trom a peem by a Chhing
official who passed by and was so impressed by the beauty of the wun rising above the sand-
dunes that he wiote w poem on it Hih A9 FE&A | “The sun nses from the ~and-
dunes the moon hangs where land and ocean meet™ | have heard this slory from i Sheung
Wo Hang elder, and see also WIF BRI | Shatoupaode quwer xuanguanbu (Sha
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Tau Kok Distnet Commntiee Propaganda Secuon), AUl A ESSNELE 283 £
Frarbea AL | | Sharonpaode Livin e venzhinang aiguo e jraovi granghug cathod The
Histny angl Present Snwation of Sha Taw Kok Maenal Jor Oral Teaching of Patriotismy},
Sha Tau Kok, 1986, p 4

2 paht esberi hie der Bander Mission, 1849, pp 141-143, and P H Hase, *Sha Tau Kok in
1B537, op it Stne of the shops i 1853 occupaed 1wo shop unis

IV See W Schlatter, Geshuchte det Baster Mission, F8E5-1945, nut besonderer
Bern hvie hiegaing der wngedruckeen Quetlen, Basel, 1916, Vol 2, p 297 “The (Taiping)
1ebellion spead ity waves thioughout the whole Empire, disheartenig and weakening rhe
Mandanos, and makng thieves and 1abble impudent  The small school at Sha Tau Kok
wenl under, as the ehildien Tled the prevading insecurity. and the 1eachers left Despite the
disturbances, however, 1the serviees and worship of God were seldom mtetiupied, m fact,
only when the cinmans thunsdered ™ The Mission, however, closed down during this periad.
i patit becanse of the “prevading insecwnity™, and in pant because of iliness among the
messionasies the Mission was ce-established at Lidong ¢ -] 3, 20 miles 10 the north-west
of Sha Tau Kok, nem Po Ku (Bup. {0,' )

B The Punu ddans atound $ham Chuon hiad & simlar district school, the Sham Chun
Community School, i 73w the iarket there, which biought them a great deal of prestige
(D Faure, Phe St tta e of Chinese Rural Socetv, ap it )

5 See Daute, The Strtie twre of Ciuntese Ruveed Socrery, op e, p 200,10 4 These dead were
very possibly the vicums of the Taping bghung m 1854

W See Boclosure 22 to llem 204 (pp 272-273) i File No 66, Correspondenc e ( fane 20
L1898 1oy Angiest 20 FHXN Resped iy the Extension of the Boandanios of the Colonv, printed
Tor e Celomal Oflee, London, Nevember, 19900 Ftis worth noting that the Council of the
Punti clans in Sham Chun, the Tung Pisg Kuk, alse et i o Meeiing Hall attached 10 the
Community Schaol theee

27 Nor Lt evadence survaves ds 1o 1he date of erther zun-tower, but the eastern towel was in
extslence 1 e present elders’ tathers” nme, and thus betore 1898 The eastern gun-tower
“looked leys old™ (han the wiesstern one m the 1920+

3 Sugar way probably the item most beavily smuggled mto China i the eaily 19305,
because of (s prohitively highmpmt duty  See JUik BIEHEAH A Sl |, 1887-1986,( {2
Vi ) Judesghangaos Boman Do, F1887-1986, ( Xrgaigae), | A secord of mayor Events
o the Hundied Yems ol the Kewloon customs, [ER7-1986, (Diaft)], Canton, 1987, 1931,
and 1932 (estanates ol smuggled sugan i 1932 were 640 1005 m Apul. 20,984 prculs in
May, and V4,400 prews m July)

2 Adwunnspratrve Reports, App ). “Repotl on the New Tentoties™, for the year 1932,p 13,
1eters to problems caused by “the beavy customs duty payable on the export of dried fish
ity Chioa™, fen she Year 1934, 1eiens o "conumeng problems™ due to the igh impoit duty
on dned Dish, winel, af 33 per preul, exceeded the value of the Tish for the year 1935, p 13,
1efers w the ngh impoie duties on “New Tenones bsh”, which were cavsing difficuloes
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for fishermen in the north-east New Territonies for rhe Year 1936, p. J11, where the District
Officer notes that “dealers were turther encouraged by a reduction in the duty on dried fish™
It seems likely thal the trade 1n both fresh and dried fish was affected

¥ For the history of the Kowloon Customs, see S F Wright, Hongkong and the Clunese
Customs, Inspectorate Senes, No 7 {Confidennal}, Statistics Dept, of the Inspectorate-General
of Customs, Shangha, 1930, 8 F Wright, Ha 1 and the Clinese Customs, Belfast, 1950,
and Jufonghatguan Batman Dashichy, op cit. The airangements of the Patrol Distnets and
duty Stations weie constanily re-ordered the anangements mentioned in the text are the
standard arrangement for most of the 1920s and 1930s  As fou staft, estbalishment and
stiength figures vaned widely, depending on funds - levels of mannmg were particularly
low 1o the early 1920s, when the Customs weie starved ot funds, but gieatly imporved i the
1930s

1 Ths is a reference 10 a scheme tioduced by 1be Customs 10 1937 (see hinfonghaiguan
Batan Dashicfu, op cil., sub anno), by which every cow in the border aica was 1w be
registered and branded, and a 1ecowd kept of every ume nt crossed the fionbier  All this was
part of an attempt to control “smugghng™ of cattle - y & the buying of new plough anmimals n
the market, and bninging them back to the New Terriones villages wuhout paying export
duty on them The animals had been taken acress the frontier on the pretext that they were
crossing the frontier 1o work fields on the New Temitones side

32 Shatoupade Lishe, op cit ch 2 1 have heard very stmilar comments from eldets n Wo
Hang in the New Terriiones Fees of ¢20 for a seed-pig, and ¢20 for a new wok were quoted
to me

3 Pennon iranslated in Enclosure 22 to ltem 204 (pp 272-273) i File No 66 Extenston of
the Boiwndar ves of the Colony, op cit

M Sharoupande Lishe, loc cut
¥ Elder at Wo Hang willage

¥ Admnistrative Reports for the Year 1924, Appendix ), “Report on the New Terrttories
for the Year 924", p. J2

¥ The Jidongharguan Batran Dashiyr, op citbas no records of eveats m the Sha Tau Kok
area from 1925-28, suggesting that the Customs secords for this penod have been lost

* The District Officer had tis 10 say “Conditions on the fronter, however, gave nse to
considerable wouble and anxiety, the undisciphined and hicentious conduct ot the armed
strikers pickets exrending to acts of violence and robbery committed even within o
Terrories  British Sha Tau Kek sutfered especially i this respect, so much <o that on two
occasions at least armed forces had to be summoned to assist, in the first case in Augusi
when H.M 5. ‘Foxglove’ was despatched 10 recover two Junks, laden with merchandise,
which had been seized by the “strikers”, and later, in November, when toops of the Punjaby
tegiment were statoned ar Sha Tau Kok i order to discomage the mmed pickets who were
terronizing the inhabitants of British terntory - The close of the year brought mee Jeaceful
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conditions, ander which the pickets contented themselves wich exactng *squeeze’ from the
lacal trude vver the border ™ Adrtnssss ateve Reporis for the Year 1925, Appendix ), “Report
on the New Tennonies lor the Year 19257, p J2 In Admunsteative Repors for the Year
1926, App J, “Repoit on the New Terntories for 19267, p 13, the Disteict Officer notes that
the Fishermen s Mus Bay sutfered patticularly seriously from the boycutt, as they were
unable o fish except close nshoie, becsuse of the *disurbed condimons™

¥ These Communist guziritlas had appenred m various parts of the East River area since at
least 1925, They weie the dnect descendams of the rebels who had operated near Ynn Tin
in the tirst decade of the century, and were closety related to the groups who 1ook over the
Hoi-Luk Fung area 1o 1orm the “Hoi-Luk Fung Soviet” on thiee separate occasions betwesn
1925 and 1928 They weie the orginal ucleus of the “East River Guerrtias™ of the war
yeirs and just adier

4 The agicement specttied thal goods for Ihe guerullas would be treated as duty-free
A frtonpiagan Bamas Dt op il passim

42 The son of he executed man had commuited a robbery 1n the market, und left a “paper”
at the seenc of the cnme which nphoated lnm He had fled back to hes horne near Yim Tin,
where 1he <oldiers could not gel at hun So they took fhie fatlier and <shot hum nstead, behand
the Man Te Temple m the market, in the presence of most of the district’s young people
The fact that the son Hed 10 the 1ebel-held area, and the “paper” lefl a1 the scene, suggests
that the robhery was politically wativaled, and the execwtion, o

N Shatewgraode Livhe, op il

B Adnunisnative Reports for the Yew 1910, Appendix 1, “Report on the New Territories™,
P 16 The balk of the Sha Tau Kok markenng disieiet was in the New Termitories, and there
was a satellite market at Yin Tn, which could service the part of the marketing district in
Chonanit the Sha Taw Kok market did cross the frontier

5 Adpunnnative Reports for the Year 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, Appendices J, pp 18 (and
Table 1V, I3, F2, anud J17 (and Table [X), respectively

1 Admunnstratove Repenty Jor the Year 1937, Appendix J, pp 17-10 “The typhoon of
Seplember the 2nd wall long be remenibesed 10 the castern parts of this Pistrict, where 1t
caused much damage and sultening Unfortunately, the height of the gale coineided with
a very hagh Lude, »o that the swollen waters ot mirs Bay were dniven with doubie force
westward up  Starlmg et whence they had no outlet The sea rose, about 2-5am,
in places 20 feer and wore higher 1han 11 had been known to rise for many decades, The
resultant damage was astonishing All round the shores of Starling Inlet roads.
bridges, puths, piers, and bunds were breached and broken up, and buildings overthrown

. All1he big bunds on Starhing Tnlet were |almost wholly overthrown). Casualites were
heavy,  about 100 in |?Binsh} Sha Tau Kok At Sha Tau Kok the Officer in Charge
of the Police Station displayed snatove in [getning she dead buned, ammal corpses bumed,
and obstructions cleared| and in arranging lor a supply of rice and peanut a1l from Kowleon
whick broke o ting at Sha Tau Kok Marker who had prealy rarsed the prices of these two
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commodities . The boat-bunlding and repaiy sheds at Sha Tau Kok had entrely

disappeared, wtih great loss of life Special encouragement [from a relief fund] was
given to the boat-builders at Sha Tau Kok to siart all over again ™ The Customs Stahon
at Sha Tau Kok was deshoyed i this 1yphoon - see Judlonglaiguan Baimran Dashyr, op cu,
subanno 1nthe 1945 aerial photograph 1t can be seen that far fewer than half of the bwldings
in the old market were sl standing - the sue had been, effectrvely, abandoned even for
residential purposes  Since the War, all vestiges of the old market have been removed for
development, and nothing whaisoevet now survives of it

4T Papers Lavd Before the Lesistanve Council of Honglong, printed by Noronba & Co ,
Government Printeis (Sessional Papers}, 1900, “Report on the First Year of Brinsh
Admumstration of the New Territory, Laid Before the Legislative Couneil by Command of
His Excellency the Governor™ (No 15 of 1900), p 257, 190/, “Report for the New Terrntory
for 1900, Land befoie the Legislauve Council by Command of His Excellency the Govemor”
(no 28 of 1901), p 6, Admeustrative Reporis for the Year 1933, App ), "Report on the New
Terrtones for 19337, p J3 In 1937 the Coronanon was celebiated with elecurc light displays
in §ha Taw Kok Admimistative Reparis jor the Year 1937, App ), “Report on the New
Terrionies for the Year 19377, p I11

4 A party from the Basel Mission stayed in a “totally comfortless guesthouse™ in the town
in 1839, fatu esheric hte der Baster Mission, 1859, and a noodle shop “at the entrance 1o the
market” 15 mentioned m 1882 (Basel Mission Archive, Doct Al-16, Nr 45)

4 Basel Mission Archive, Doct Al-2, Ni 46 (1853}, Doct Al-16, Nr 45 (1882),
Jalnesherichte der baster Mission, 1859, [ do nol like taking a hourse 10 a market, tor you
always find wicked types there - thieves, opium smokers, gmnblers - festering together and
leading \@ predictable outcomes ™ In 1859, Sha Tau Kok was the only marker where the
Basel missionaries had auempted to set up a staion  Between 1899 and 1902, the Disirict
Officer was very concerned about the huge amount of gambling going on at Yim Liu Ha,
with aver 300 arrests i 1901, but this dropped away to “almost nothung” later, after the
gambling house became avalable yn Sha Tau Kok Papess Lawd Before the Legislative
Councd of Honghong, printed by Noronha & Co, Government Printers, (Sessional Papers),
19it, “Reporl on the New Terrtory for 190/, Laid Before 1he Legislative Council by
Command of His Excellency the Governor™, App 6,p. 20 1902, App 2,p 342-344, Orme’s
Repott, opcil pata4l, p 49

30 The voute 15 described i 1848 (Der Evangehsche Hedenbote, March 1848) 1853 (Basel
Mission Archive, Doct Al-2, Nt 44, see P H Hase, “Sha Tau Kok i $853™, op cu- 1858-
1859 (Basel Mission Archive, Doct Al-d, Nr 11, Jalesberichre der Buster Mission, 1859,
and Jakresherichie der Rhemschen Missionsgeselischaft, 1859) 1863 (Basel Mission
Archive, Doct AL-5,Nr 5) 1884 (Basel Mission Archive, Doct A1-19, Nr 33). and 1893
(Basel Mission Aichive, Doct A1-27)

Y 1688 Gazetteer, ch 3 passim, 1819 Gazetteer, ch 4, Chung Lap Pao edition, 1879 p 51
The 1688 Gazetreer spectfically mentions seversl of the roads over the shoulders of Ng
Tung Shan { B}ELE . [MFLE ), the road from Sha Tau Kok ro Sha Yue Chung (this ss
probably the imphication of the + 8% mennoned there) - this (s the “official road” from
which the village of Kwiun Lo Ha (Guanlouxia, B [, “Below the Official Road™} takes
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its mame - and the 1oad f1om Sha Tau Kok to Yuen Long. ( 22443 ) The 1819 Gazetreer
adds specific relerences 1o the 1oute from Sha Tau Kok 0 Kowloon ( FURILE , #0M, K
38 ) The Sham Chun 10 Sha Tau Kok 1oad 15 not specificalty mentioned 1o the Gazetleers,
but undoubtestly aivo exasted at s ume 1he Cheung Sha Kwu Toz a1 the summut of the pass
on thiy 104 was founded m 1789 m part as a plave ol shelier for uaveliers on the road  See
PH Hase, "Cheung Sha Kwu Tz, an Ancient Buddhist Nunnery in the New Ternitories,
and wts Place i Local Soviety”, m S izal of e Hong Keng Branch of the Roval Avate
Sactety, Vol 29,1989, pp 121157

%2 See |68 Garetieer, ch 7, and 189 Gasetieer, ch {1, Chung Lap Pac edinion, 1979, p
t12

%3 Sec PH Hase, “Sha Tau Kok n 1853, op i Tt s possible that ihe salt fish trade 1n ths
part of Mus Bay was centied on Kat O rather than Sha Tau Kok, although the fresh trade
wirs certanly predomnamby ot Sha Tau Kok There were “many salt tish dealers™ on Kat O
m 189 {Basel Mrisaon Anchuve, doct AL-25, Ni 704

5 These higues are calcubated from the surveys ot teaific on the roads m the area conducted
by the Hong Kong Governmem i advance nf the construction of vailways in the area See
File CO 882 (P R () Londow, copy at PR O Hong Kong), despaichno 39, Sir Maithew
Nathan to Mt Lyuwleton, received Feb 13th 19405, and Fitle C 0O 129/376 (PR O London,
copy at P RO Heng Kong}, despatch pw 165 (page 582), from Sir Fredenick Lugard to Rt
Hon Lews Hacowd, 28ith Apul 1911 The surveys were carmed out on Dec 11 and 12,
1904, e Dee 26 and 29, 1910 The surveys were somewhat summary, but they suggesy
toral taftie of this approxmate amoum - The Governor, m 1904, calculated that they suggested
an annual total of 250,000 persons travelhng on 1he read, with a quarter of them being
coolies cannymg loady

5% These statishics wie taken [rom the (910 surveys noted inn 34 The Higures 1n the surveys
have been analysed and averaged (o give the totals given i the text  The surveys consisted
of a head-count of people passog a given spol, mostly the sunmmit of the local passes (Shek
Chung Au, Wo Hang Au, Miu Keng Au)  The suiveys were conducied twice, once on a
non-matket day, amel once on a market day  The averages have taken wto account the
numbet of marke! and noo-marke! days m each month - The Governor noted that the numbers
of travellers was much Iigher it peak seasons, such as when the rice crop was being camied
1o Sham Chun Takmg all the impertections of the stalisthics mto account, they can still be
used o grve an impression of the amount of 1afNe i the area The figures seem high, but.
to put them inte perspective, they are the equivalnet of 1 lony-load of goods entening the
wown every hour, and nee double-decker buses every hour of a twelve hour day

S Admunsso attve Reports fen the Year 1920, App T, “Repon on the New Terriones for
19347, p 12

7 ) would like to express my very smeeqe thanks 10 those elders, especially those 1n Wo
Hang, who have suftered the long hoties of questioinng that | have subjected them to on thes
issue, and especially the lste M Lee Yau Shy, and Mr Lee Chung (Lee San-tuen), both born
mn 1907, and M. Yau Cluu, boin s 1911 [ would alwe hke to thank Mr MY Lee for his
indetatigable help m seung up mectings and translaong - Wilhiout s help thes article could
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nofl have been writien at all

% See the plan and cross-section of a typical 1853 Sha Tau Kok shop unit, taken from the
drawings and desciiptions of the Basel missionanies, in P H Hase, “The Alliance of Ten™,
m D Fawe and H. 8w, eds, Dows to Eqr th, op cit, and see also P.H Hase, “Sha Tan Kok m
18537, op.cit

3 D Faure, A Ng, B Luk, eds, Hustorical Inscyiprions of Hong Kong, op en Vol 1, pp
262-280

5 The Hong Kong Museun of Histoy has a set of Po Tau equipment
o Fudonghaigran Bauman Daship, op cit, sub anno.
%2 PH Hase, “Sha Tau Kok n 1853, op.cit

%3 The Tai Po to Sha Yue Chung Feiry was also deeply mvolved m this uade In 1939, the
Customs came to an agreement with Tsang Sang, the leader of the guemnillas controlling the
castern side of Mirs Bay that the Customs would treal as dury-free goods anyrhing imported
through Sha Yue Chung for the guerrilla fight againse the Japanese, but, while this trade
was, therefore, not smuggling, o sull faced major problems from Japanese attack

8 papers laid before the Legisfanve Conncil of Hongkong, 1899, printed by Noronha &
Co . Government Printers, (Sesstonal Papers), “Extracts from Papers relating to the Extension
of the Colony of Hongkong, Laid before the Legislatve Council by Command of His
Excellency the Govemnor: Extracts from a Report by Mr Stewart Lockhart on 1he Extension
of the Colony of Hongkong™ (No @ of 1899), p 190, notes this boaryard as a sigmticant
business m 1398

85 “Report by Mr Stewart Lockhart”™ (Sessional papets, 1899), op.cit. p.189

56 Forthe Sha Tau Kok Branch Railway, se¢ R.J Phillips, Kowfoon-Canton Rarway (British
Section) A History, Uiban Council, Hong Kong, 1990, pp. 84-93

87 A. Macmullan, Seapor is of the Far East, London, 1925 T am indebted 1o Mr. J Lanham
for drawing my attention to this description,

% For the first two of these tablets see Faure, Ng and Wk, Historrcal inscriptions of Hong
Kong, op.cit., Vot |, pp 262-280, and Vol. 2, pp 376-379 The third 15 unpublished, and 1
now at the Hong Kong Musewm of History

% A forther, small, boatyard was a1 Kat O m 1912: see Orme Reporr, op cu, para 76, p 55

0 See, for instance, detauls on shops in Sa1 Kung n D Faure, “Saikung, the Making of the
Dastrict and nts Expenence during World War 11", in Jour nal of the Hong Kong Branch of
the Royal Asiatic Seciery, Vol 22, 1982, pp, 161-216, on Tsuen Wan in D Faure, “Nates on
the History of Tsuen Wan”, in Jow naf of the Hong Kong Branch of the Roval Asiatic Seciety,
Vol 24, 1984, pp 46-104, and on Cheung Chau m I W Hayes, The Hong Kong Regton,
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ESO-1911, op i
U See P UL Hase, *$ha Tau Kok i 18537, op ait

2 The Lugest shops were
I Kwan Tacd 12 ) e househokd goods shop (Nat War, Nowey, JE& | in the

Luk Fleung)

Wang Hap € £.{7 ) the household goad shop { Yung Shue Au}

Kwung, Yue { [ fir ) the grocery (Fung Hang)

Yuen Tar {4~ 3 (he procery (Tong To)

SomLer ({1 yehe grovery (Wo Hang)

6 Yanllmg (1 ) the groceay (Y Tin)

Cheung Hhag ¢ FoHUy be frishmonger {Kwun Lo Ha, Guanlonxsa, B T,

the Luk Neung)

8 Wa Shing ¢ 5[5 ) he Iishinonger (She Tay Kok™ probably Sha Lan Hay

9 Tak Vhng ¢ F200 ) (e 1obaccomst (Luk Keng)

10 "Toon Cheung ¢ 44372 3 the silversmuh (Toar Muk K

11 San Chieung ( $47 1 ¥ the 1oy and cloth deader (Yim Tin)

12 San Ler ¢ S7F1] 3 the walor and clotly dealer - the Lugest shop m the marker -
{Au Taw, Aotoo, [M191 w the Lok Heang)

13 Tung Yue ( 101 ) the capenter ¢S Hang, Xiaokeng, /LT, m the Luk Heung)

14 Tung Hing ¢ [H ) the carpemter (Sha Tseng Tau, Shapngtow, A4 | m the
Luk Fleung)

15 Choung Sre (P ) the bowbwmdder (Sha Tau Kok Sha Lan Ha)

16 Sre Fong Tang ¢ P44 < ) the gambling howse (Wo Hang)

17 Nmg Sang Teng ¢ %t o7 ) 1he doctor (Y Tin)

18 Wo lling Tung ¢ MG ) the pawnshop {Yim Tin}

A e R

=)

Thus. of the largest shops, Tive weie owned by Luk Heung people, tour by ¥im Tin Yeuk
people, two by Wo llang Yeuk people, two by Sha Tau Kok (She Lan Ha} people, two by
people from the T Tan Yeuk (1he diea soutb-west ot Sha Tau Kok across the sea, around
Luk Keng and Nam Cluing), and one each by people from the Hing Chun Yeuk (around La
Ch Wu), Kuk Pu Yeuk, and the Sam Heung Thus, v 1925, not only were the largest shops
all opetated by people [rom the Shap yeuk wea, but ownership of these larger shops was
spread atound most ot the Yeuk wieas of the Shap Yeuk  The Base| russionanes make 1t
cear that the shops i the market m 185 weie alve all owned by people from the sunounding
villages see P H Dase, Sha Tau Kok in 18537, op on

TV See I W. Hayes, Fie Hong Kong Kegion, IRS0-191 1, op it tor the places ot ongin of
shop-keepers at Tan (3 and Cheung Chau, and J W Hayes, The Rurat Commaninies of Hong
Kong, op at ton those i Kowloon cuy D Faue, loc (it gives details on those al Tauen
Wan and Sa Kung. The tisher posts i the Islands {Tan O Cheung Chan), and, 10 some
degree Sai Kung oo the manland, had (e largest percentage of non-indigencus shopowners,
bt Sha Taw Kok had fewer “outwder™ shopowners evenr than Truen Wan

™ A contact lrom Tsat Muk K vallage for instance, sard that she wouid get ot the market
with her wood, sell it, buy what shee needed inthe macket, and retlum heme, passing on her
way home the women from Wang Shan Keuk stll carrying then wood m Wang Shan Keuk
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was o full hour's walk further from the market than Tsat Muk Kiu

¥ A contact from a mountaingide village explamed that they could not keep poultry* “We
lived wn the mounans, where there were too many snakes, civet cates wild cats, and other
ammals  Any poultry we kept would be kitled At the best we could keep just one or iwo for
our own consumption.”

7 The Basel nussionanes samd w (853: “They do not pay atiention to fruit-trees, and frust-
trees do not seem 1o grow n this region  Thus, frun ike mineapples, oranges and mangoes
are nof found here” See PH Hase, “Sha Tau Kok in 1853™, op cit

7 Contact from Tsai Muk K village

" The late Mr KM A Barneu told of a village house n an exceptionally remote
mountamside village which he visued in the late 1930s, and which sported a cast-iron
Victonian wash-hand stand and a framed picture of the “Siag at Bay” a hawker had picked
these up 1n Hong Kong m a second-hand sale, and though it worth his whale carcying these
very cumbersome things around the mountain villages unul he got a sale,

™ Thys trade in imported vegetable seeds was noted by the District Officer i 1926,
Adnusistiative Reports for the Year 1926, App. I, “Report on the New Territories for the
Year 1926, p J4 “It1s noteworthy that nearly all the vegetable seed used comes from
Chinese termitory,”

80 Eastern no 66, Extenston of the Boundas ies of the Colony, op.cui, Enclosure No 12 1n
liem No 204, 28 Apnil 1899



