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EASTERN PEACE: 

SHA TAU KOK MARKET IN 1925 

PH. HASE 

Introduction 

The aim of this article is to describe the old Sha Tau Kok* Market and 
its economic life as it was in 1925 before the market moved across the 
frontier into the New Territories. Before doing so, however, a sketch of 
the earlier history ol the market, and the effects on it of the new frontier 
are given, with a bricl description of the roads and ferries which lay at the 
heart ol the market's prosperity in the early years of this century. 

Sha Tau Kok before 1898 

Mirs Bay is a forbidding place.*" Its coast is almost uniformly 
mountainous. Theic is very little flat land: only patches here and there 
where one of the mountain streams reaches the sea. The mountains behind 
the coast are steep and high, reaching 3,000 teet in the Ng Tung Shan ( |-§-
flnj |J [ ) at the north-west coiner of the Bay, immediately behind Sha Tau 
Kok. Many suppoit patches ol Ioiest. Tigers, deer, wild boar, and other 
wild lire were common here until recent times ' The desenptron of Hsin 
An County in the 1688 Gazetteer, 'The County is made up of many high 
mountains and lofty peaks, which lise up immediately from the shores of 
the deep sea,'2 is particularly tiue of the Mirs Bay area 

Despite the forbidding nature of the Bay, however, the area attracted 
imperial attention Irom an early period. An imperial salt commission 
was active here horn the tenth, oi even the fifth century.3 The imperial 
pearl monopoly, too, was active in the bay, probably from the eighth 
century.4 During the Ming, however, imperial interest in the area waned. 
The pearl monopoly ended its local activities in 1374, as a consequence 
of the exhaustion o( the beds, and growing concern in enlightened circles 

* Jn this article, placenames within Hong Kong are tiansliteraled as in the Gazetteer of Place 
Names in Hon;; Kong. Kowloon and the New Territories. (Hong Kong Government, 1969) 
place-names in China aie transhteialed into Cantonese, using the same transliteration standards 
as in the Ga/cllei. with the chaiacters tor the placename, and a pinyin transliteration, on fust 
occurience 
< * See Map I 
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Map 1: The Sha Tau Kok Area 
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about the beds, and glowing concern in enlightened circles about the 
cruelties implied by the coivee By the end ot the Ming, the north and 
east shores ol the Bay wcie meiely home to a few scattered, small, 
agiiculluial villages. The waning ol imperial inteiest in the area led to an 
explosion ol piracy s This aiea had, by the late Ming, become a lightly 
populated and dangerous pail ol Hsin An County, insignificant, remote, 
and probably declining.'' 

The Coastal Evacuation of 1662-1668, the forcible removal of people 
living neai the coast, to deny anti-Ch'ing remnants support, was a traumatic 
event Many ol the picvious inhabitants died - possibly half. It seems 
likely that, when the lemnants of the people ietuined in 1668-1669, they 
concentiated themselves in the better lands to the west, around Yuen Long 
and Sham Chun (Shenzhen, ft Jjl|), and aiound Tai Po and Sha Tin at the 
head ol Tolo Haiboui, abandoning the declining Miis Bay aiea. However, 
land taxes slill had to be paid foi this aiea. Lineages looked, therefore, 
loi tenants or purchase!s to take over these moie marginal aieas.7 

The ncwcomeis they lound to tepopulate the area were Hakkas from 
the north-east. All the picsent inhabitants ol the northern and eastein 
parts ol the Mus Bay aiea aic Hakka, and then clan tiaditions all speak of 
settlement in the aiea allci 1668. A lew villages claim to have been founded 
in the late seventeenth century, many in the eighteenth, and some only in 
the nineteenth, in eveiy case by lamilies who had moved into the area 
attci 1668 

Some of (he Hakka ncwcomeis living in the north-west quadrant of 
Mirs Bay became, at least in village teims, wealthy dunng the latei 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centui ICS Much of this wealth was poured 
into huge reclamation piojccts. These aimed at increasing the arable land 
available in the aiea by filling in the mouths ol the bays in front of the 
villages These reclamation projects in turn brought yet more wealth to 
the aiea The social status ol the local hakka lose steadily during this 
same period. In 1805 the Hakka weie gi anted a quota of then own within 
the Hsin An County impenal examinations quota Ovei a quarter of all 
the early Hakka examination successes Irom Hsin An County were from 
the north-west quadiant of MIIS Bay, and this should be seen as evidence 
ol the wealth and self-confidence of the Hakka of that area in the early 
decades ol the nineteenth ccntuiy * 
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It is scarcely surprising, therefore, that the Hakka villages of this area 
combined into a number of village self-defence and support alliance groups 
in the eighteenth century, and and under the leadership of the wealthier 
villages, formed a district association in the early nineteenth, the Shap 
Yeuk ( -p '•$] ) or "Alliance of Ten" (so called from the ten or eleven 
village alliance groups of which it was formed). The Shap Yeuk's prime 
aim was local self-government. They sought, therefore, to remove from 
the area the political dominance of the older Punti clans from the west, 
which had been a feature of the aiea in the earlier period: this was 
successfully achieved in the early nineteenth century. The area had 
previously marketed at Sham Chun, which was a market dominated by 
the old Punti clans. The population of the Mirs Bay area, which had been 
very low in the early eighteenth century, had risen sharply, and, by the 
early nineteenth century, had reached the point where it could support a 
market of its own. The Shap Yeuk accordingly founded a market, probably 
in the period 1825-1835, at Sha Tau Kok, partly on reclaimed land. The 
successful foundation of this market was a clear public statement of the 
success of the Shap Yeuk in ridding themselves of the influence of the 
Punti clans of the Sham Chun area 

In the genealogy of the Chan clan of Nam Chung village it states that 
Chan Hip-tsun ( W \w ; 1 ) (1792-1864) of that clan was the leader in the 
market project: 'The foundation of Tung Wo Market was undertaken at 
his initiative. He got all the people of various Yeuk together, and secured 
unanimity.'i; 

Immediately west of the new town, various wealthy local villagers 
also joined forces to reclaim a 21 acre island of salt-pans, connected with 
the new town by tidal fords passable at low water. This reclamation may 
have been undertaken a little after the foundation of the market. Salt 
production remain an important part of the town's economy until the 
1920s. I0 

In the early nineteenth century there were three temples in the area 
near the new town. One was the Tin Hau Temple at Am King (Anjing, 
Hf fe ), which was the community temple of the Luk Heung (Luxiang, 
A M ), the area immediately east of the new town. This temple was of 
early Ch'ing date the latest. " Only half a mile from the new market 
was the Kwan Tai Temple at Shan Tsui, the community temple of the 
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Sam Hcung ( % ), the area immediately west of the new market. 
While there is no evidence as to the date of this temple, it is likely to be as 
old as the Am King temple. I2 The third temple was the Tin Hau Temple 
at Wu Shek Kok some miles west of the new town. Almost certainly, the 
district fenics lelt Irom the deep-water hard immediately in front of the 
temple, Irom at least Ming times to the 1830s. n This site is remote, with 
no houses or residences within a half mile, just the hill behind and the sea 
in front The temple would, therefoie, have provided essential shelter for 
people wailing for the ferry, as well as casting the protection of the Goddess 
ovei those embarking There is no surviving dating evidence from this 
temple, but it is piobably old. I4 

Founding a new market was a lisky and expensive business, and it is 
not suipnsing that the villageis felt that the deities should be propitiated 
before woik began The Sam Heung villageis accordingly founded a large 
new Tin Hau temple at the seafront neai the new maiket site, probably 
about 1815-1820. They also started a decennial Ta Tsui ( IT fH ) at the 
new temple to placate any spints who might be offended by the work on 
the reclamation and the new maiket. ^ 

All markets in the aiea have temples, but the three older temples were 
too fai away to serve the market. The new temple was piobably designed 
to be the main market temple. As part of the foundation of the new town, 
the Shap Ycuk moved the feny pier into it from Wu Shek Kok It is 
unclear who owned the fenics bcfoie the 1840s, but certainly the Shap 
Yeuk was fully in control of them from that period at the latest. I6 It was 
cleaily Iclt that the new feiry piei at the new town should, like the old 
one, be sanctilicd by the presence of the Goddess: note suipnsingly, 
theieloic, the new feny piei was built on the foreshore immediately in 
front ol the new temple. 

The genealogy of the Wong clan of Shan Tsui village states that Wong 
Yin-fung ( !j\ fi H ) (1779-1867) of that clan managed the temple 
foundation pioject: 'Thioughout his life he was upnght and firm he took 
the lead in the Inst constiaction of the Tin Hau Temple at Sha Tau 
Kok.' '"' The Sam Hcung villagers ran the temple through a trust, the Sam 
Wo Tong ( MI 'v' , "The Hall of Three at Peace") 

A furlhci, small Tin Hau Temple was found by the investors into the 
saltpan reclamation project, to assist in the protection of this area, which 
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Map 2: Sha Tau Kok (Tung Wo) Market, 1853 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch

© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

Vol. 33 (1993 )



153 

was dangerously exposed to stoims behind low and flimsy buns. This 
little temple almost ceitamly dates liom the onginal leclamation for the 
saltpans. 

The leiry pier and the Tin Hau Temple were built on the foreshore, 
about 200 yaids liom the town piopei Chan Hip-tsun and the other elders 
of the Shap Yeuk had designed the town pioper as an approximately square 
walled enclosure,ls with two east-west streets, joined by a north-south 
sheet somewhat east ol the centie of the town. * The town had four gates, 
two each to the east and the west The most important was the Upper East 
Gate, which faced the line thiee-span gianite bridge built by the Shap 
Yeuk ovci the often violent wateis of the Sha Tau Kok Rivei. 

The Shap Yeuk had built the walls and roads of their new market, but 
the shop units were built by mvestois from villages of the Shap Yeuk area 
willing to take them up. These mvestois then built over their lot, from the 
road back to the ahcady completed wall 

Once the Shap Yeuk had succeeded in then political aims of freeing 
their clistucl from the influence of outsideis, and had founded their market 
and its temple, they thercaltcr ran the distnct and market through the 
Council ol the Shap Yeuk (the Tung Wo Kuk, $i 111 B , "The Council 
foi Peace in the East" '''). The day-to-day management of the market was 
handled by a Headman, appointed by the Tung Wo Kuk He adjudicated 
minor disputes, and had at his disposal certain trust funds, and the income 
fiom the feny tcndci, and horn lent of the town weigh-beam. He let 
tenders to sweep the stieets (the slieel-sweeper was expected to reimburse 
himsell horn the sale of the wastes as fertiliser), and supervised the Town 
Watch, recruited from youngsteis of the suiiounding villages, whose job 
was to maintain oidci, especially at night. The Council of the Shap Yeuk, 
the Headman, and the Town Watch, are all mentioned by the Basel 
missionaries in the 1850s, and theie can be no doubt that the management 
stiuclurc of the town and district was in place from the first foundation of 
the town 2" 

The maikcl founded by the Shap Yeuk was called by them Tung Wo 
Market, cji {-II fj,d, , "Eastern Peace Market", but it was more usually 

* Sec M.ip 2, Uken liom ,i m.ip ot 1X51 piepaietl by the Basel missionanes 
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called Sha Tau Kok, ( YJ> 01 f] , "Sand-dune Point") from its location 
amidst the sand-dunes.2I The market was quickly successful. In 1849 it 
was said by a missionary to be 'bustling with business', and by 1853 it had 
50 shops operating. n 

In 1853, perhaps 20 years after the market's foundation, there were 
still two areas within the walls not yet developed - "pig market" and an 
area just inside the Lower East Gate - and there had been no development 
outside the walls. Nonetheless, with 50 established shops, the town was 
clearly already flourishing. In 1854, however, the development of the 
town suffered a rude shock, when irregular troops claiming to be Taipings 
came close enough to the town for cannon-fire to be heard. The town 
seems to have been temporarily almost deserted in the face of this threat n 

After 1854, however, the town seems to have entered a period of steadily 
incieasing prosperity. Some when soon after 1854 further defences, in 
the form of a tall gun-tower, were added to the Upper East Gate, to cover 
the bridge. Guns were placed there, on the top floor. 

Probably at about the same time as the building of the gun-tower, the 
Shap Yeuk built a large and prestigious school, outside the Upper East 
Gate. This school consisted of two courtyards, one behind the other, and 
must always have required several teachers, as was certainly the case in 
the 1920s. The aim of the Shap Yeuk elders in founding this school was 
to ensure that the district as a whole had at least one high standard school, 
where education at a higher level than could be provided in the individual 
village schools could be had. That the school was a district school was 
shown by its name: the Tung Wo School. To ensure that boys from 
throughout the district could study there, it had cocklofts to allow boys to 
board at need. The foundation of the school also raised the piestige of the 
Shap Yeuk.24 

At the back of the school a third courtyard contained a new Man Mo 
Temple, where the elders of the Shap Yeuk would worship twice a year. 
The side-hall of this temple to the one side was a "Hero Shrine" where the 
spirits of certain unclaimed dead, who had been buried by the Shap Yeuk 
in a communal grave, were worshipped. " The side-hall to the other side 
was the Shap Yeuk Meeting Hall and office The elders met here to 
adjudicate disputes, and to hold formal meetings: a meeting of 'several 
hundred' elders is recorded her in 1899.26 A second gun-tower was added 
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to the front of the school building, to double the defences of the bridge, 
probably some when in the last quaiter of the nineteenth century.21 

The building of the gun-toweis, the school, the Man Mo Temple and 
Meeting Hall, and the communal grave, is evidence for the prospeiity and 
vitality of the town, and the village society in which it was set, in the later 
nineteenth centuiy. By 1904, the maikel had about doubled in size, and 
in the number of shops opeiating, fiom its situation fifty years earliei. 
From its foundation in 1830-1835, in fact, the piospenty of the town seems 
to have increased steadily until 1898, with the only check being the very 
temporaly set-back of the Taiping attack 

The Market and the New Frontier 

The leasing of the New Teniloiies to Great Britain in 1898 was 
traumatic for the villageis of the Sha Tau Kok area The line originally 
proposed loi the new frontiei would have run along the Sha Tau Kok 
Rivei lioin source to sea. This would have put two of the eleven village 
alliance areas of the Shap Yeuk into China, the market and the othei village 
alliance aicas into the New Terntories. This was unacceptable to the 
Chinese authorities, who weic unwilling lo allow so significant a place as 
Sha Tau Kok lo become part of the aiea administered by Britain 
Eventually it was agreed thai the fiontiei should run along the Sha Tau 
Kok to become pail of the area administered by Britain. Eventually it 
was agreed that the fiontier should run along the Sha Tau Kok River from 
the source down to the Sha Tau Kok bridge, and then be diverted from the 
bridge down the centre of the bridge access road to the sluice at Yim Liu 
Ha, then in a straight line to the sea, and thence east along the high-water 
mark to the mouth of Miis Bay. * This line was drawn very close to the 
northern and western edges of the maiket. As such it isolated the market 
from the rest ol Chinese terntory - its only access was eithei over the 
bridge, which was half in Hong Kong, or through Hong Kong territory, or 
by sea thiough Hong Kong wateis 

In the late nineteenth century, China controlled imports and exports 
through customs regulations, enfoiced by the Chinese Imperial Maritime 
Customs Service. By the drawing of the frontier where it eventually was, 
the noi mal, day-to-day trade of Sha Tau Kok market suddenly found itself 

* See Map 4. 
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becoming "import" or "export", and subject to all these controls. 

Villagers from Wo Hang or Nam Chung buying a new plough animal, 
or seed-pig, were "exporting live animals"; if they bought a new plough, 
or leaping knife, they weie "exporting ironwork"; if they took cloth to 
market to be made into a pair of trousers, or to be dyed, then they were 
"importing cloth" - duty in all these cases had to be paid. Traditionally, 
sugar was giown in this area, earned as cane to Sham Chun, pressed and 
refined there, and then carried back for sale in the New Territories markets. 
This now became "importing sugar" in the first instance, and "exporting 
sugar" in the second.28 In the 1930s, the Chinese Government imposed a 
heavy import duty on fish, causing the very important carrying trade in 
fish from Sha Tau Kok to Sham Chun to face the same problems.29 

As soon as the new frontier was established, the Kowloon Customs 
(the local division of the Imperial Maritime Customs) moved to control 
it. The Kowloon Customs was headquartered in Hong Kong, but 
established its new operational headquarters at Sham Chun. Below this, 
work was initially conducted through three Divisions - Duty Collection, 
Border Patrol, and Sea Patrol. The Border Patrol duties were conducted 
from Patrol Stations, which were arranged in Districts, with a Patrol District 
Headquarters in each District. Duty was collected at only a relatively few 
Duty Stations, which were the only places where dutiable imports and 
exports could legally be handled. The Kowloon Customs also had half a 
dozen steam launches as gun-boats: each had a Sea Patiol District to 
control, centred on a Sea Patrol District Headquarters. 

Sha Tau Kok was chosen as the Patrol District Headquarters for the 
Patrol District running from Lin Ma Hang to Siu Mui Sha (Xiaomeisha, 
'h M i'P ), with sub-stations at Yim Tin (Yantian, H FB) and Chan Hang 
(Chenkeng, ^ in, ). It was the Duty Station for the north-west quadrant 
of Mns Bay. It was also the Sea Patrol District Headquarters for the Mirs 
Bay Sea Patrol District. It was one of the centres of the Mounted Horse 
Patrols which, from 1932, patrolled the area behind the zone covered by 
the foot patrols of the Border Patrol staff. After 1934 it was one of the 
centres of the new Automobile Patiol, which patrolled the newly completed 
motor road along the frontier. The Customs Station at Sha Tau Kok was 
headed by an expatriate Assistant Superintendent of Customs. For most 
of the time, there were between 70 and 100 customs staff woiking in Sha 
Tau Kok.10 
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The villagers in the central part of the northern New Territories, 
accustomed to maiketing at Sham Chun, weie able to make do after 1989. 
They had the old satellite maikct of Shek Wu Hui (Sheung Shui) within 
Biitish lenitoiy: as soon as the new fionlier came into effect, Sheung 
Shui saw Us business boom - K quickly leplaced Sham Chun as the piimary 
market loi this aiea. At Sha Tau Kok the population within British territory 
accustomed to shop at Sha Tau Kok had no alternative but to continue to 
do so. Problems abounded. Village memories of the Customs are 
uniformly bad 

'|Tho Customs olhculs| caused the goods of (he meichants to be seized unless 

billies weie paid They demanded a payment ol 1 8 bushels ot nee from each 

meiehanl The villageis lioin the New Terntories would come lo the maiket to 

have Ihen cloth dyed Iwen il the amount ol cloth was very small, $5 or (£10 

would be chaiged as a licence lee - il it was not paid, the goods would be seized 

and the villageis beaten As lot the meichants, il they sold a pig, or if a seed-pig 

was bought loi leaung in the villages, when they went to the Customs they would 

have lo pay (MO pei km .is legislation tee lor die pig At festivals, the village 

ladies would come lo the maiket to buy oil oi local sugai in small quantities They 

would have lo pay "id oi fit), oi even 120 oi HO cash |(i.i - 011] as fee betoie they 

could get M\ expoil licence l-oi cattle, toi cveiy cow ciossing the trontiei - in 

eitliei dnection - loi laini woik, a Ceitilicale had to be issued, at $20 Haikwan. 

and, il the Ceitilicale was lost, theie was heavy punishment, and a leplacement 

had lo be taken out, lo avoid confiscation ol the cow 1; Fuither, at the harvest, it 

the ciop was earned .ICIOSS the lionnei. you bad to pay what was demanded - it is 

said that a peicenlage of the ciop was taken The Customs swallowed money 

whatevei piuchases weie made These soils of evil piactices caused (he villageis 

to hate the Customs to the veiy pit ol then stomachs ' 12 

It is unlikely that the Customs were as corrupt as they are often portrayed 
by the villagers. The payments complained of were all reasonable, if it 
was accepted that the tiansactions weie "imports" or "exports". The 
villageis could never sec (hat their day-to-day maiketing should be so 
regaidcd - they weie only doing what then ancestors had always done. 

The elders ol the Shap Ycuk petitioned the District Magistrate on 19 
April 1899, begging that the lease of the New Terntories be not proceeded 
with Then concern was, essentially, that if it did proceed, then they 
would be faced with "excessive taxation", especially Harbour Dues and 
Marine Fees, given that the watcis off Sha Tau Kok would become Hong 
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Kong waters. This petition was probably written because of fears as to 
the practical problems they would face if they lived in British territory, 
and their market was in Chinese territory. " In the early years after the 
lease grievances over the Customs remained at high heat. In the wintei of 
1906, the villagers from the New Territories went on strike, and refused 
to go to market. In 1907 there was a full-scale riot, triggered by a Customs 
official beating a villager for not paying duty. Later that same year, the 
elders of the Shap Yeuk petitioned to the authorities at Canton, begging 
that the Customs officials at Sha Tau Kok be restrained.34 Later, relations 
with the Customs improved a little, but the duty demanded from villagers 
remained a major irritant and grievance throughout the period from 1899 
to 1951. 

Another irritant, and brake on economic development, was the political 
chaos in the border area of China. As can be seen from the Calendar of 
Borden Disturbances at Appendix 1, political trouble in this area began 
even before the Revolution of 1911. An abortive rebellion in theWai 
Chau (Huizhou, /S ill ) area in 1900 saw the Ch'ing Government lose 
control of the wild lands east of Yim Tin. A second abortive rebellion 
was centred in these hills, at Sam Chau Tin (Sanzhoutian, z^ J'H EB ), in 
1904-1905. 

A second period of disturbance came after the Revolution, during the 
years 1911-1928, when the aiea immediately north of the frontier was the 
plaything of various competing political gioups and would-be warlords, 
passing from one to the other week by week - 'In those days, when we 
went to market, the soldiers would be wearing yellow, but the next week, 
they would be wearing brown'.35 This period was marked by large-scale 
banditry, piracy, and general turmoil. With the large garrison of Customs 
and military personnel at Sha Tau Kok, bandits never threatened the town 
itself, but the Yim Tin Customs post was sacked by bandits in 1913 and 
(three times) in 1916, Nam O (Nanao, ĵ J iH ) Customs post, at the entrance 
to Mirs Bay, was sacked in 1913 and 1914, Chan Hang in 1915, and, a 
little east of Chan Hang, Kai Chung (Xichong, *& M ) Customs post was 
sacked in 1916 and 1917. The Customs post at Sha Yue Chung 
(Shayuchong, & fb <i ) was sacked in 1919 and 1920, while the Sha 
Yue Chung Ferry (the lifeline of the market to the east) was captured by 
pirates in both 1921 and twice in 1922. For nearly one and a half years in 
1918-1919, indeed, all the Customs Stations in Mirs Bay east of Yim Tin 
were forced to close, so lawless had the area become. The irregular soldiers 
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posted in the market by various warlords and factions had an extremely 
bad reputation. They weie not locals (they were mostly Mandarin 
speakers), indulged in looting the shops in the market, and weie generally 
believed to be behind some at least of the bandit raids. The District Officer, 
New Territories, specifically accused Chinese irregular soldiers of 
mounting eight cross-boider aimed bandit raids in 1924. 16 The 
Kuomintang forces eventually secured the area in 1925-1926, but the 
irregulars weie only icplaccd by regular soldiers in 1928, when the 
irregulars al Sha Tau Kok were punished foi some of then misdeeds. 

The peuod of post-Revolutionary chaos along the border came to a 
peak in 1925, when the Kuomintang finally secured Sha Tau Kok, but 
immediately used it as a base for the Geneial Strike boycott against Hong 
Kong. The 1925 Boycott caused serious problems for the villagers in the 
Sha Tau Kok area. If they loathed the Customs fot insisting that their 
daily maikcting was dutiable, they weie even less enamoured of the view 
that theii every-day shopping constituted "trading with the enemy", which 
should be stopped by whatevei teironsing tactics could be brought to 
bear. The sinkers seem to have taken over the Customs Station in Sha 
Tau Kok,17 and it is clear that local trade, and with it the villagers of the 
area, suffered gieatly. '" 

A third peuod of disturbance on the frontiei was 1928-1937, in every 
yeai of which, except one, smuggling was noted as being a greater problem 
that in the previous year. Duiing this period, further rebellions (by 
Communist-inspired guerrillas) in the aiea east of Yim Tin caused 
problems, which were then exacerbated with the attacks on the area by 
the Japanese horn 1938. w The closure of the Mirs Bay Customs stations 
in 1938 marks the date when the Kuomintang Government finally lost 
contiol of the aiea - the Customs reopened the Sha Yue Chung station in 
1939, but only following an "agieement" with the guerrillas, who were 
by then (he only effective government theie.40 Although the western, 
Yuen Long, area ol the frontier was the worst smuggling centre, major 
battles with smugglcrs/piiates took place in waters close to Sha Tau Kok 
in 1928, 1932, 1935, and 1939, and a majoi battle with smugglers in the 
Ta Kwu Ling area in 1932. Kai Chung Customs post was sacked by 
bandits - presumably a smugglei gang - in 1932 as well. From about 
1937 smuggling of stiategic goods to Sha Yue Chung, for the guerrilla 
rebels, and later of goods to be slipped through the Japanese lines, became 
a major business al Sha Tau Kok - this trade was centre on the Sha Yue 
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Chung Ferry. Finally, the Japanese attacked ShaTau Kok in 1938, 1939, 
and 1940, before taking it over late in 1940.4I 

These penods of disturbance caused serious problems to the Sha Tau 
Kok villagers. Their sole desire was to sell their vegetables and firewood, 
and buy their salt and household goods, but this was, year after year, 
interfered with by political problems. Sha Tau Kok was rarely - except 
during the Boycott - the centre of the disturbances, but it was almost 
always "in the front line", full of intrigue, nervous military, and difficulties. 
A market shop-owner in Sha Tau Kok was executed by the military in 
about 1935, in an event still a talking point in the villages, probably for 
being involved with the rebels to the east.42 An underground Communist 
cell was established in the 1930s in the market, centred on one of the 
teachers in the Tung Wo School, with the job of encouraging smuggling 
of strategic goods to Sha Yue Chung and the guerrillas, and of 
indoctrinating suitable youngsters, to prepare for an extension of rebel 
activity to the immediate Sha Tau Kok area.41 

The elders of the Shap Yeuk continued to function throughout this 
troubled period as the managers of the market at Sha Tau Kok, but less 
effectively than before. The strong military presence in the town, the 
close Government interest in it, and the elders' inability to control the 
Customs, greatly weakened the Shap Yeuk as the effective local 
administration. The guns which had been placed by the Shap Yeuk in the 
gun-towers they had built to guard the bridge were confiscated very soon 
after the 1911 revolution, and the eastern gun-tower, at the front of the 
Tung Wo School, was taken over as the military barracks at about the 
same time. The warlord and Kuomintang administrations were usually 
unwilling to discuss problems with the local elders - noticeably so 
compared with the District Officer in the New Territories - and so the 
elders and their Council declined to having responsibility, effectively, 
only for those things the officials could not be bothered to interfere with, 
especially the running of the market night-watch and cleaning services 

By 1910, the elders were already talking of moving the market over 
the frontier into the New Territories, with its better security, better villagei-
administration relationships, and absence of Customs problems. 44 

Nothing, however, was done unitl 1925, when the chaos of the Boycott 
started to push the market across the frontier. Shops began to be built on 
the New Territories side of the border street in 1925, and this process 
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continued wilhoul bieak until 1932, when the street was completely lined 
with shops on the New Terntoiies side. The boidei street, however, could 
not piovrde .sufficient space for all the shops of the market. In 1931, a 
reclamation project began just west ol the town, along the frontier, to 
allow a second border stiect to be built. This was completed, and the 
shops on San Lau Stieel built, in 1933-1934. This pioject included a new 
pier and lish maiket, and allowed the fish wholesalers in the market to 
cross over into the New Tcnitones as well. ^ By 1935 only a few shops 
were lell opcialing in the old market in Chinese territory, mostly those 
(like the pawnshop, the boatyaid, and the opium divan) which could not 
move because of physical oi legal restraints. A terrible typhoon and storm-
surge on 2nd September 1937 destioyed most of what was left of the old 
market: it nevci recovered. "' 

The ellcct on the maiket of the new frontier was not, however, entirely 
negative. In 1899 it is unlikely that the town housed more than about 500 
people- the 100 Customs staff, 30 or so soldiers, and 25 or so Hong Kong 
Police who became stationed there represented a significant increase in 
the town's population The local market foi fuel, vegetables, and daily 
necessities gicw shaiply, bringing benefits to both the market shopkeepers 
and to the villagers. Unifoims lequired lepair, bringing work to tailors 
and cobbleis. Even blacksmiths and carpenteis found increased work 
opportunities. The Customs steam-launch brought new, engineering skills 
to the town, and provided a new market in coal. Shortly after the Customs 
steam-launch was domiciled in the town the Sha Yue Chung Ferry took 
advantage of the picscncc of these new skills and converted to a steam 
vessel - one ol the earliest icgulai steam ferries in the New Territories 
area. 

Other modem developments reached Sha Tau Kok early because of 
the needs of the tiontici Thus, the telegiaph line reached the town in 
1899, and the telephone in 1900. Electric light was provided to the town 
in 1933. While the const)uclion ol the railway was piedominantly due to 
economic lactors, again the needs of the fiontier were among the reasons 
foi this caily extension of modem facilities to the town.47 

As in most ganison towns, howevei, it was the entertainment industry 
which most benefitted liom the new frontier. Very soon after the new 
lrontici was established, prostitutes from Hong Kong saw the opportunities, 
and set up house in the maiket. Fiom the piesent-day elders' recollections 
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of what they were told by their fathers, there had been no prostitutes here 
before 1898. The prostitutes' clients were mostly soldiers and Customs 
staff - the prostitutes spoke Cantonese, not the Hakka spoken by all the 
locals. A gambling house (opened in 1904), and an opium divan came at 
about the same time as the prostitutes - these served people from Hong 
Kong as well as the garrison. Most New Territories towns had at most 
one or two winemakers; Sha Tau Kok in the 1920s had four at least, of 
which one was solely in the wine trade, unlike most local distillers, who 
combined this business with a general grocery. Similarly, Sha Tau Kok's 
three restaurants (including a cold drink and coffee shop), two tobacco 
dealers, and two cakeshops, is more than is found in most of the local 
towns at this period. The three or four guesthouse in Sha Tau Kok were 
also more than usually found - when military officers of rank came to Sha 
Tau Kok on inspection, they did not share the barracks with their men, 
but stayed in the private rooms in the questhouses, so here, loo, the presence 
of the garrison probably led to an economic expansion. Some of these 
service industries had been in Sha Tau Kok before 1898. There had 
certainly been a guesthouse here in the 1850s, and a noodle shop in the 
1880s.48 It is unlikely that there weie prostitutes, or a full-time gambling 
house or opium divan there then, although gambling and opium smoking 
certainly took place in the town at that date.49 The early presence of 
some service industr les in the town before 1898 was a consequence ot 
traffic on the Sha Yue Chung Ferry, but it is reasonable to see the 
establishment of the new frontier as having led to an economic growth in 
the town in the years following 1898. The smuggling industry also 
produced considerable profit, especially dunng the 1930s. 

The new frontier, therefore, caused many problems. To the villagers, 
the need to pay duty on day-to-day purchases far outweighed any 
advantages gained from having a larger population to sell thins to. For 
the shopkeepers, the economic advantages were similarly more than offset 
by the prevailing political chaos and uncertainty. It is not surprising that 
the main effect of the exclusion of Sha Tau Kok Maiket from the New 
Territories in 1898 was to force a re-location of the market over the frontier 
into the New Temtones a generation later. 

Roads and Ferries: Sha Tau Kok and its Hinterland 

Sha Tau Kok stood at a nodal point in the local road system, and it was 
this factor which brought about the town's prosperity in the century aftei 
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its foundation. There lmpoi tant roads used to meet near here. The most 
important was the main east-west road in the county, which connected 
the county city, Nam Tau (Nantou, ĵ f Si) , with the Deputy Magistrate's 
city of Tai Pang (Dapeng, K I I ), via the important market of Sham 
Chun. * Because of the greater desirability and comfort of water-borne 
traffic, the section of this road along the north shore of Mirs Bay was not 
much used. Instead, much of the traffic went by a ferry that ran parallel 
with the shore, from Sha Tau Kok to Sha Yue Chung. 

At Wo Hang Au, a few miles west of Sha Tau Kok, the road was 
joined by another important east-west route. This was the road from Yuen 
Long to Sha Tau Kok via Tai Po. 

The third route was the main road from Kowloon to the north-east. 
This road carried the traffic from Kowloon to Wai Chau. This road crossed 
Sha Tin Pass to reach the coast of Tolo Harbour at Yuen Chau Tsai. A 
ferry carried the traffic from Yuen Chau Tsai across Tolo Harbour to Ang 
Chung (Chung Mei, near Bride's Pool). From Ang Chung, the road 
climbed steeply past Bride's Pool and Ah Ma Wat, and then down to the 
shores of Starling Inlet at Kuk Po. Another ferry then took the traffic 
across Starling Inlet to Sha Tau Kok. There was also a road which ran 
from Ang Chung through Luk Keng and Nam Chung, to join the Nam 
Tau and Yuen Long roads at Shek Chung Au, thus avoiding the second 
ferry. From Sha Tau Kok the Wai Chau road crossed the shoulders of Ng 
Tung Shan, and so down to Wang Kong (Henggang, fit M ), and thence 
to Wai Chau. A branch of this road ran from Sha Tau Kok to Po Kat 
(Buji, -fti a )• This Kowloon to Wai Chau road was more important 
than might be expected - the long ferry sectors made it more comfortable 
than the land-based alternatives. The Basel missionaries regularly used it 
when travelling between Hong Kong and Po Kat, for instance.50 

This system of roads and ferries was in existence from the Ming at the 
latest.,! It will be noticed that the roads do not cross at Sha Tau Kok. Sha 
Tau Kok stands, however, in the centre of the few miles of road where all 
the roads run together for a short distance. The site of the market, therefore, 
was a good one commercially. 

* See Map 3. 
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The road and tciry junction in this area attiacted attention from the 
military authorities iiom an early date. While the Salt Commission and 
the Peail Monopoly were active in Mir.s Bay law and order were probably 
maintained by the special salt and pearl troops After these were 
withdrawn, a military post was established at Shek Chung Au, with a 
watchtower nearby. This was close to the Wu Shek Kok ferry pier, and 
near to the road junction at Wo Hang Au. Other troops were established 
at Yim Tin. In various foimutations and strengths, this military position 
remained at Shek Chung Au for several hundred years, until the mid-
nineteenth century - eloquent testimony to the continuing importance of 
this traffic node ,2 

Sha Tau Kok's position in the road system of the area gave it two 
economic advantages. The first was the Sha Yue Chung Ferry. There 
was only one a day in the early twentieth century, and this can safely be 
assumed to have been the case eailier as well. Many travellers, therefore, 
would be obliged to spend the night in Sha Tau Kok, or at least several 
hours, wailing for the ferry, and, if the weather was bad, these enforced 
waits could stretch out to several days. There was, as a result, plenty of 
opportunity foi merchants in the town to piofit from servicing travellers 
held up there. As noted alieady, in the 1920s Sha Tau Kok had more 
guesthouses, rcstauiants, and entertainment facilities than most towns in 
the area, and although most of those facilities weie new, servicing the 
new frontici gairison and Customs staff, some at least were certainly a 
feature of the town from an earhei penod 

The other great economic advantage was the geographical location of 
Sha Tau Kok in iclation to Sham Chun. Sham Chun was at the head of 
navigation on the Sham Chun River, and was a busy port for the small 
junks that came up the nvcr fiom Deep Bay. Sham Chun was, therefore, 
well located as far as water-borne traffic from the west went. But Sham 
Chun had no watei route to the east, to Mirs Bay. By sea from Sham 
Chun to Sha Tau Kok is a good hundred miles: by land, barely sevem. 
There were three important commodities not available in the Deep Bay 
area which could be had from the Miis Bay aiea - rice, some sorts of 
quality fresh fish, and salt. Sha Tau Kok was, in effect, the port of Sham 
Chun to the east, where these commodities in particular were landed, and 
then carried by coolies over the Miu Keng pass to Sham Chun. 

Mirs Bay was usually - despite occasional famines - a rice surplus 
aiea. The Sham Chun and Deep Bay aiea was a rice shortage area, even 
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in good years, like so much of the more heavily populated parts of 
Kwangtung. In the nineteenth century the Canton and Pearl River areas 
made up their shortfalls in rice, to a large extent, by imports from outside 
Kwangtung, but the Sham Chun area was not well placed, and had no 
deep-water harbours capable of taking ships larger than small junks, and 
so was not able to use imported rice to the same degree as those more 
metropolitan areas. For Sham Chun, rice carried from Sha Tau Kok was 
a matter of life and death. The anti-Customs extract printed above 
specifically notes problems when 'at the harvest... the crop was carried 
across the frontier': this was a routine local activity. Salt was less critical, 
but still important. Most of the salt produced at Sha Tau Kok was carried 
to Sham Chun for sale, and through Sham Chun to the other significant 
markets between Sham Chun and the East River. Fresh fish were a luxury. 
There were plenty of fish in the Deep Bay area, but that bay is shallow 
and muddy - poor for those species which prefer clean, deep water with a 
rocky bottom, like garoupas and coral fish. Mirs Bay is deep and full of 
rocks and coral, its waters are clear and fast moving, and full of high 
quality fish. These fish, landed at Sha Tau Kok at first light, could be at 
Sham Chun by nine or ten in the morning, still fresh. A similar carrying 
trade in fresh fish linked Sha Tau Kok with the markets at Po Kat and 
Wang Kong. 

Most of the fishing ports in the Hong Kong area dealt primarily in 
dried fish, landed and dried at the port, and then carried inland to be sold 
at those inland markets far from the sea. Sha Tau Kok was unusual in 
having a fish trade predominantly in fresh fish, although, of course, some 
fish were dried there as well. This double trade, in fresh and dried fish, 
was already established by 1853, as the Basel missionaries make clear: 

'A number of people make a sparse livelihood from fishing. They 
either sell the fish immediately, or dry them first in the sun, and 
then salt them, which is a method of preserving them for a longer 
time, and then sell them as salt fish.'53 

This trade in rice, salt, and fish carried by coolies to the bigger market 
seven miles away was what made Sha Tau Kok prosperous. It was a 
surprisingly large trade - about 200-250 tons a month, rising to 400 tons 
in peak periods, were carried from Sha Tau Kok to Sham Chun in the 
early twentieth century, while total traffic on the Sham Chun road averaged 
20,000 travellers and more a month, and double that at peak periods ,4 
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Thcie is some evidence of the traffic on the other routes out of Sha 
Tau Kok to the west in the same period. In 1910 22,000 persons "carrying 
goods" crossed the Shek Chung Au pass each month, carrying about 880 
tons of goods, with piobably a further 50,000 - 55,000 crossing the pass 
without carrying goods. This pass was clearly a major nodal point. With 
about 250 tiavelleis ciossing it every day - one every three minutes, 
including a laden coolie every ten minutes - it must have been a very busy 
road indeed, with, at peak periods, an almost non-stop flow of tiavellers. 
there were good leasons for the Ming and Ch'ing military post to be placed 
here. 

Of these 75,000 travellers, about a third went on to cross the Miu Keng 
Pass for Sham Chun, as noted above. A further 40% went to, or came 

from, destinations along the Yuen Long road - probably mostly to the 
villages nearest to Sha Tau Kok, who marketed there. A further sixth 
travelled to and from the villages south-west of Sha Tau Kok, in the Nam 
Chung-Luk Keng area, including some who continued on to Kowloon. 
The remaindei travelled only as far as the villages between the Shek Chung 
Au and Wo Hang Au passes. 

In 1904 a daily total of 600 travelleis crossed the Sha Tin Pass between 
Sha Tin and Kowloon, of which nearly half were "carrying goods" (mostly 
fresh fish from Sha Tin to Kowloon). Of this total perhaps 75-100 went 
on to Sha Tau Kok via Ang Chung and Kuk Po, including perhaps 25 
carrying goods - this loute may have seen a monthly total of as many as 
3,000 travellers carrying up to 35 tons of goods. 

While none of these statistics was as well gathered as would be expected 
today, they can be used to give an impression of the size of local trade in 
the eaily twentieth century. The traffic they suggest (75,000 persons, and 
nearly 900 tons of goods) as entering Sha Tau Kok from the south and 
west is very substantial. Probably a half again as many travellers entered 
Sha Tau Kok from the north and east, from where statistics are not 
available, and probably as much again in goods carried. In total, Sha Tau 
Kok was probably visited by up to 120,000 travellers a month (most of 
these travellers, of course, entered Sha Tau Kok, only to leave it again a 
few hours later) and handled some 1,850 tons of goods " 

These ancient loads and ferries remained the sole artenes of local tiade 
until 1898 The drawing ol the new liontier between Hong Kong and 
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China through the centre of the area caused some of the routes to reduce 
in importance, and made others more important, reflecting the new political 
realities. From the late 1920s, and especially from the 1930s, the new 
motor roads and other new routes, which ran on very different lines from 
the old roads, also caused major changes to traffic flow in the area. After 
about 1925, the old carrying trade to Sham Chun rapidly declined away to 
almost nothing, and the market at Sha Tau Kok began to decline in 
importance as a result. In 1926, a new ferry to Sha Yue Chung, direct 
from the mainline railway station at Tai Po Kau, was introduced, which 
immediately took a great deal of the traffic away from the Sha Tau Kok to 
Sha Yue Chung ferry. ,6 After 1949, when the border was effectively 
closed to local traffic, Sha Tau Kok became far less important as a traffic 
nodal point. Nonetheless, from the establishment of the market at Sha 
Tau Kok down to about 1925, the prosperity of the town rose from its 
location at the junction of the district's land and sea traffic routes. 

Sha Tau Kok Market in 1925 

Topography 

The aim of this section is to outline what the market was like in 1925, 
about a hundred years after it was first founded, on the eve of the move of 
the market across the frontier. It is drawn principally from the oral 
testimony of village elders who can remember the old market. 57 This 
oral testimony is supplemented, in particular, by the 1924 aerial 
photograph, which forms the basis of Map 4. 

In 1925, the market consisted essentially of four streets. These were 
the three streets of the original market - Upper Street ( _h fij ), Lower, or 
Main Street ( T $J , IE k \%] ), and Old Street ( ^ f£j) - together with 
Wang Tau Street (tH SS fij). * In 1853, this last had been an open track 
leading past the western edge of the market, and running down to the 
Fen-y Pier. By 1925 it had become lined with shops on both sides, all the 
way to the seafront. At some stage, the three or four shops at the western 
ends of Upper and Lower Streets had been demolished and rebuilt facing 
into Wang Tau Street. This gave them a far shorter depth of building lot 
- only about 45 feet instead of the 65 or more of most shops in 1853. On 
these shorter lots, two or three storey shop-houses had been built, with a 

* See Map 4 
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shop on the ground floor, and a residential unit above, often with a cockloft 
above that, and a tiny yard at the back, backing onto an alley which 
separated the rebuilt shops from the rest of Upper and Lower Streets, 
where the shops remained as before, facing onto those streets. The shops 
on the western side of Wang Tau Street were also built as shop-houses. 
There were about 40 shop-houses in this upper part of Wang Tau Street in 
1925. Most of the other shops in Upper and Llower Streets had also been 
rebuilt as shop-houses by 1925. 

In 1853, the Basel missionaries had found all the shops in the town 
single-storey structures, usually consisting of two buildings separated by 
a courtyard, and often with a yard at the back. These premises functioned 
as shops only, but not as permanent family residences. At that date, while 
the shop-owner and his staff usually slept in the shop in pallets in the shop 
cocklofts, their families remained at home in the ancestral village.58 By 
1925, however, only the shops in the less-frequented parts of town 
remained as single-storey buildings, elsewhere they had been replaced by 
shop-houses. This move away from single storey units to shop-houses 
seems to have been a frequent development in the region in the later 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: after 1898, descriptions of New 
Territories market towns normally refer to shop-houses in the main 
shopping areas, and single-storey structures elsewhere in the towns. 

This redevelopment of the shops at the western ends of Upper and 
Lower Streets as shop-houses facing into Wang Tau Street led to the 
removal of the old Upper and Lower Gates. The East Gates, however, 
especially the Upper East Gate, remained. 

It is likely that this move of the economic centre of the market, from 
Lower (Main) Street to Wang Tau Street had begun before 1898. At least 
three of the shops recorded on the 1894 tablet recording donations to the 
rebuilding of the temple at Shan Tsui59 were, in 1925, in the upper section 
of Wang Tau Street between Upper and Lower Streets. Almost certainly 
they did not all move between 1898 and 1925 from sites within the walls 
to sites outside - the most likely scenario is that they were already on their 
1925 sites in 1894, and that, therefore, the move towards Wang Tau Street 
had begun somewhen between 1853 and 1894, and therefore arose from 
the steady increase in the town's prosperity in the later nineteenth century, 
and was thus not a response to the changes in the town's economic fortunes 
following the marking out of the new frontier in 1898. 
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However, the move towards Wang Tau Street had only led to building 
on the area immediately west of the old walled market by 1898. When 
the gambling house was established in ShaTau Kok (about 1904), it found 
the area immediately south ot the walls empty and ready for development. 
This area was quickly built over - a row of houses for prostitutes being 
built to the east, connected by a new alleyway through the walls with 
Lower Street, and the gambling house nearby to the west, closer to Wang 
Tau Street, was a long wooden building, set awkwardly at an angle to the 
street, which was used as a restaurant serving noodles (especially dog-
meal noodles, lor which Sha Tau Kok was famous). Between the noodle 
restaurant and the gambling house Wang Tau Street formed a small 
irregular triangular open space 

None ol the elders claims to know anything of what the prostitutes' 
house were like inside, except to say that it was generally believed that 
the prostitutes also offered opium to their customers. The prostitutes' 
houses were small, howevci, and piobably consisted of two main rooms 
only: a Iron! room where guests could take opium, and a bed-chamber. 

Moie is remembered about the gambling houses. It was approximately 
squaie - about 40 leet by 50 - and two-stoieyed The western part of the 
ground floor was one big square room, of about 40 feet square. This had 
doors leading directly to the street on the north (leading to the street of the 
prostitutes' houses), west (leading to Wang Tau Street), and south (leading 
to the guesthouses and Customs Station). Of these, the west door was the 
main one. This ground floor square room was the main gambling hall. It 
contained foui tables, where the game offered was Po Tau ( 1 4 ) , 
which consisted of the manipulation of small, nested brass boxes.60 This 
game was very popular, and the room was often crowded. The eastern 
side of the ground lloor comprises stores, service rooms, and the staircase 
up to the second floor. This contained (on the east) the residence of the 
manager, and, on the west, a second gambling hall, with wide windows 
overlooking Wang Tau Stieet This second gambling hall was half the 
size of the ground flooi one, and had two tables, at which Tsz Fa ( ^ {£) 
was oflcrcd. In addition, tables for Pai Kau ()ffl fl) were set up in the 
street outside the main entrance, under an awning. The gambling house 
was a veiy prosperous business, and the little open space in front of its 
door was one ol the central spots of the town - wood and grass for fuel 
were sold here. 
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The guesthouses ( ^F £1 ), lower down Wang Tau Street from the 
gambling house, were three-storeyed shop-houses. The ground floor was 
the residence of the owner - sometimes a small shop was run as well. 
Above, on the first floor, was a dormitory for villagers and poor travellers 
staying the night in town. A few large beds stood here - for one or two 
cents, you could share a bed with whoever else was looking for a place to 
stay. For the more fastidious and wealthy, small cubicles on the top floor 
offered privacy and an unshared bed. Military officers visiting the town 
would stay in these private cubicles. The guesthouses did not serve meals 
- guests took food at the adjacent noodle restaurant. The 'totally 
comfortless' guesthouse used by the Basel missionaries in 1859 must have 
been of this type. 

There was only one full-time opium divan in the market, although 
opium could be taken in the prostitutes' houses as well. Up until 1917, 
there had also been several low-class opium divans in sheds in British 
Sha Tau Kok - these were closed in that year, as part of the agreement to 
end trade in opium between Hong Kong and China which, it was hoped, 
would allow the Chinese Government to end all opium imports, and to 
control the sale of opium in China. 6I The chaos in the border area, 
however, made it impossible for the trade on the Chinese side of the frontier 
to be effectively controlled, and the Sha Tau Kok opium divan continued 
to trade unmolested until 1951. Opium could also be bought for home 
consumption from the two tobacco shops in the market. These shops 
were also heavily engaged in smuggling opium into Hong Kong. 

Next to the opium divan was the market barber. In 1853 there had 
only been itinerant barbers in the town.6: This shop should be seen, to a 
large degree, as one of the service trades attracted by the opportunities 
brought about by the new frontier and garrison, like the prostitutes and 
the gambling house. 

Beyond the guesthouses, near the sea, Wang Tau Street was occupied 
by the fish loans and the Kowloon Customs Station. The Customs Station 
was rebuilt several times during this period. The Station building in 
existence in the 1920s was a solidly built, European style, single-storey 
structure, with a verandah, built of brick and tile. One end was the residence 
of the Assistant Superintendent. In the middle were the offices, and the 
barrack quarters for the junior staff were at the further end. The Customs 
also rented some nearby houses for stores and quarters. After the Station 
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was destroyed in the 1937 typhoon, it was rebuilt as an imposing two-
storey building. Even in the 1920s, however, it dominated the seafront of 
the town, facing the sea between the two piers (the public pier to the west, 
and the Customs pier to the east), separated from the Tin Hau Temple by 
an irregular stiand with two huge banyan trees. 

At the loot of the public pier, between the Customs station and the Tin 
Hau Temple, was a small kiosk where tickets for the Sha Yue Chung 
ferry were sold. The Shap Yeuk let the operation of the ferry, and the 
right to collect the fares, every so often. In the 1930s the fare to Sha Yue 
Chung was high - ^80 pei person, plus extra for goods carried. This was 
because ot the difficulties involved in the ferry travelling from Kuomintang 
to rebel-held territory, and later because the ferry had to travel very close 
to, or even across, Japanese lines. Much of the freight carried at this date 
was smuggled kerosene M The other ferries - to Kat O and Kuk Po -
collected lares on board the boat. 

The fish laans weie just a paved floor, with a tiled roof supported on 
brick pillats. There were no walls. Each of the fish laans occupied a part 
of the floor. When the fishing boats arrived in the early morning, the 
fishermen would carry their catch inland, past the Customs Station, into 
the laans, to sell to the laan or laans with which they were accustomed to 
deal. Some ol the laans only dealt in the wholesale trade, and only had 
offices and stoics apart fiom their share of the trading floor. Others also 
had retail shops in the town 

As well as the fish laans, there was another wholesale market in the 
town in the 1920s This was the grain market. This was, like the fish 
laans, just a paved floor with a tiled roof supported on brick pillars. It 
stood beside the sea, just behind the Man Mo Temple. Villagers with 
grain to sell would cairy it here on market days (the 1st, 4th, and 7th 
days). The grain dealers from the market would come here and buy, and 
carry it to then stores in the town, either to sell there by retail, or else to 
arrange to have it carried to Sham Chun. The town weigh-beam was kept 
here, in a shed next to the market - it was noimally only used by people 
buying or selling grain, who paid a few cents for the use of it. 

Opposite the grain market was a row of blacksmiths' shops. These 
were built heic, separated by an alley from the other buildings of the town, 
for fear of fire. 
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Between the grain market and the fish laans was a broad open space. 
This was used for drying grain and fish, and other things. This was where 
the matsheds for the local Ta Tsiu were put up - the gambling house also 
put on opera here at the New Year, partly as a gesture of thanks to patrons, 
but also to cope with increased demand at this season (gambling tables 
were set up in the matshed). This space was where the execution of about 
1935 mentioned above took place. 

West of the Tin Hau Temple, the village of Sha Lan Ha (Shalandia, 
r4> M [ W\ ] T ) stretched along the shore. This was piedominantly a 
residential village, mostly of the Ng ( ^ ) family, genealogically connected 
with the Ngs of Tarn Shui Hang. There were no shops here, just houses, 
except for the boatyard, M and one of the town tobacconists, who found 
this site, close to the Customs Station, profitable. The boatyard was a 
large concern, with associated ropeworks and sailyards within the village. 

The biggest and most prestigious building in the town was the Tung 
Wo School and Man Mo Temple at the north-east corner of the town. 
This was a well-built brick building, with three courtyards, and, as 
mentioned above, had been built shortly after 1854 by the Shap Yeuk as 
the district school and also their office and Meeting Hall. The temple was 
at the seaward end of the complex. It was built several steps higher than 
the school, and it had a higher roof. The whole building was essentially 
single-storeyed, but there were cocklofts for resident students. The original 
main entrance was facing the bridge, but after the soldiers took over the 
attached gun-tower as their barracks they used the open space in front of 
the main door as part of the barracks, and the villagers disliked passing 
that way. New side doors were, therefore, provided on the side facing the 
sea, both for the school and the temple, and these were the normal entrances 
in the 1920s. Between the school and the sea a four-foot high wall with a 
gate delimited the school and temple yard. 

Within British Sha Tau Kok there were only a few buildings in 1925. 
On the saltpans, the workers lived in tiny huts - no more than 10 feet 
square. These workers were not local. The local villagers did not know 
how to make salt. The saltpans were owned by local villagers - mostly 
trusts and individuals from Tarn Shui Hang village - but the owners merely 
rented the saltpans to overseers who brought teams of workers with them. 
The overseers and workers were Hoklos from Swabue (Shanwei, )\1} Hi) 
down the coast. The workers did not have their families with them. 
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Opposite the saltpans, on the bund, each saltworks had a small hut. These 
were used to store the salt before it was carried to Sham Chun. They also 
functioned as retail shops- villagers wanting to buy salt bought it here, not 
at shops in the town. There were also several lime-burners, making lime 
from coral dredged from Mirs Bay, operating in the Yim Liu Ha area. ^ 

The most important building in British Sha Tau Kok in the 1920s was 
the Railway Station. This was the terminus of a narrow-gauge (2 foot) 
railway which linked Sha Tau Kok and the main-line station at Fanling, 
and which operated from 1912 to 1928.66 While it was slow, expensive 
and uncomfortable, it nonetheless linked Sha Tau Kok more effectively 
with the outside world than had ever been possible before, when every 
traveller had to make a long and weary journey by sea and mountain pass. 
The Station was built immediately on the frontier. When traders started 
to migrate acioss the frontier, it was the hawkers, with no overheads, who 
moved first - they moved to the area around the Station and its forecourt. 
Most hawking in Sha Tau Kok was carried out here from about 1925. 
When the railway was dismantled in 1928, following completion of the 
moter road from Fanling in 1927, the hawkers moved to the area at the 
end of the road - a permanent market hall for them was built nearby as 
part of the San Lau Stieet development in 1933 - 1934. 

Before 1925, hawking had taken place mostly in Wang Tau Street -
vegetable hawkers using the upper part, near Upper Street, and fuel hawkers 
the lower part, near Lower Street and the gambling house. Itinerant cooked-
food sellers (mostly selling noodles), and villagers selling things like 
brooms, bamboo poles, etc. were also found here. But most of them moved 
to the Station forecourt in about 1925. 

The only sizeable shop in British Sha Tau Kok before 1925 was the 
main town carpenter's in Tsoi Yuen Kok. This shop had moved there 
from Upper Street a few years before 1925, mostly because of the need 
for more space for its timber stores and saw-yeard. The rest of Tsoi Yuen 
Kok was used for market gardens, where vegetables were grown for sale 
in the town. 

What did the town look like in 1925? Photographs are few and 
unreveahng. There is, however, one short description of the town at this 
date: 
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'From Fanling also, there runs a nauow gauge line down the other coast at Sha Tau 

Kok Sha Tau Kok itself is a fishing town, walled, and of a type, with two 

loopholed buildings [the guntowers] sticking up out of it These serve as watch-

toweis and are common to all Chinese towns Usually they are the pawnshops or 

safe deposits Doubtless they were necessary and useful enough in unsettled times, 

before modern rifles and artillery weie added to China's domestic problems Naiiow 

dirty sheets shorten the foreigner's stay in Sha Tau Kok, and he is content to leave 

the place to its pot-bellied pigs and contented citizens ' 67 

Social and Economic Life 

There are three tablets which include lists of shops in Sha Tau Kok: 
the 1894 tablet recording donations to the rebuilding of the temple at Shan 
Tsui; the 1906 tablet recording donations to the building of a bridge at 
Bride's Pool, and the 1920 wooden tablet recording donations to the repairs 
of the monastery at Cheung Shan Kwu Tsz.68 Of these, the last is the 
fullest and most significant, listing 39 shops specifically as being from 
Sha Tau Kok. These lists have been discussed with elders of surrounding 
villages, and, as a result, some 84 shops or workshops have been recorded 
as operating in the market before 1925. Some of these 84 are somewhat 
doubtful. At the same time, the elders say that there were more shops 
than they can now remember anything of - numbers of very small shops, 
selling sweets and such like, existed which the eldeis cannot now remember 
in any detail. It seems likely that there were about 90-100 shops in 
operation in the market during this period. In addition to these 90-100 
shops, there were 18 functioning saltworks, between 10 and 12 prostitutes, 
and a number of full-time hawkers working both in the market, and from 
the market through the surrounding district. Many of the shops employed 
one or two people as well as family of the owner. The market may have 
been responsible for providing work for 400-500 people. 

Of the shops remembered by the elders, five were general household 
stores. * Two rattan dealers made and dealt in sieves and baskets. A 
silversmith provided for the finger-rings, ear-rings, and bracelets so 
important in Hakka culture. Eight were general groceries, some of which 
were, in addition, grain wholesalers, pig slaughterers, or winemakers. 
There were nine fishmongers - five were fish wholesalers only, while 
four had a retail business as well. Other food dealers included three bakers, 

* See Appendix 2 
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a specialist winemakei, and a dogmeat seller There were several sweet 
sellers, although details ol only one have been remembered. A cattle 
dealei not only sold and brokeied animals, driving them to his clients' 
homes in the villages on demand, but also slaughteied cattle as needed. 
Two caipenters and five 01 six blacksmiths mended the farm implements 
and made new ones - the caipenters also made furniture and coffins, and 
sawed planks loi vanous uses. Also working in the timber trade was the 
boatyard at Sha Lan Ha. as well as building and repairing boats, this 
establishment made oars and other wooden equipment used on the boats.69 

Three tailois and cloth dealcis (plus, probably, a number of seamstresses 
working in their own homes to sew up clothes for them), and a cobbler, 
made clothes and shoes for the local residents. A pawnshop supplied 
credit and stoiagc set vices: this establishment occupied the lower floors 
of the western gun-tower and the adjacent premises, since the pawn 
business required secure and strong buildings to store the deposited goods 
in On the outskirts of the town weie a couple of lime-kilns. Services 
were provided by a Icttci-wntei, foui paper-offerings sellers, a barber, 
nine doctors and a dentist. Visitors and entertainment seekers were serviced 
by two tobacco and opium selleis, an opium divan, tree restauiants, a 
gambling house, l'oui 01 five guesthouses, and ten 01 twelve prostitutes. 
Fuel, vegetables, poultry, and ceitain soits of handicraft and cooked food 
were sold by hawkeis in the sticets Salt was sold directly from the 
saltworks. 

This breakdown or trades is not maikedly dissimilar to those found 
elsewhere in the area.7" Most local maikets were dominated by "general 
stores" of vaiious soils, and most had a surprisingly high number of doctors. 
Even in 1853, the Basel missionaries noted that, of the 50 shops then in 
the town, six weie "phaimacies", and that most of the major shops were 
then general stoies or wholesalers, probably, in the latter case, 
fishmongers.71 The Basel missionaries also mention or imply carpenters, 
pig slaughterers, and at least one guesthouse (1859). They also refer to a 
noodle-seller (1882). They noted that some of the larger general stores 
dealt with tradeis in Hong Kong. All in all it would seem that the mix of 
trades in Sha Tau Kok in the 1850s was similar to that 50 years later. At 
both dates the town had a generally similar mix to other small towns in 
the region, apart from its entertainment specialities, and the salt, rice, and 
fish carrying trades. Sha Tau Kok is, however, the only small town in the 
area known to have had prostitutes - apart from Sha Tau Kok, prostitutes 
were only found in Hong Kong, Kowloon, Sham Chun and Cheung Chau, 
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and, of these, Sham Chun and Cheung Chau were towns ten times larger 
than Sha Tau Kok. 

There were, however, some trades not found at Sha Tau Kok. There 
was no book-seller, no oil-ress, no quilt-maker, no sauce maker, no 
beancurd maker or dealer, and no vegetable dealers other than casual 
hawkers. Books required in any number - such as the school text-books 
or the annual almanac - were either stocked in the general stores, or else 
brought into the market by hawkers carrying them from Sahm Chun. For 
other books, or for quilts, or for bulk purchases of vegetables (for instance, 
to buy turnips enough to make the New Year's Turnip Pudding), villagers 
had to go to Sham Chun. For cooking oil, villagers used lard, or else they 
went to buy it at Sham Chun. The translation of the anti-Customs extract 
printed above specifically states that one grievance of the villagers was 
the duty exacted on cloth taken to Sha Tau Kok for dyeing (it would 
probably have attracted duty on both "import" and "export"), so it would 
seem likely that there was a cloth dyer in the town in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century: if so, Customs exaction may have driven it 
out of business, for there was no such establishment in the town in the 
1920s. By 1925, villagers usually took their cloth to Kowloon to be dyed. 

One feature of the market which does seem rather special is its 
indigeneity. Of the 49 shopowners of whose origin something is 
remembered, 38 at least were from the Shap Yeuk area, and a further 
eight from "China" - some at least of these last would have been from the 
China parts of the Shap Yeuk area. Only two Hoklo shops are remembered, 
and no Punti ones, with the possible exception of one doctor from Sham 
Chun (the prostitutes, though, were all Punti girls from the City). 
Furthermore, most of the shops whose owners are now forgotten were the 
smaller ones - the most likely to have been from the immediate area. The 
18 largest shops were all indigenous.72 This differs from many of the 
small towns of the area, where non-indigenous groups were very 
important. " The memory of the elders is that Sha Tau Kok was 
emphatically a Hakka market, and one very deeply rooted in the local 
village society. Even the coming of the new frontier does not seem to 
have broken the essentially indigenous nature of the market. The Shap 
Yeuk was founded so that the villagers of the area could have their own 
market, and run it themselves, and the wishes of the founding fathers 
were, clearly, achieved. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch

© RASHKB and author ISSN 1991-7295

Vol. 33 (1993 )



179 

It seems that the shops were not very long-lived most must have existed 
only for the period of the founder's life. Where shops were succeeded to 
by a son on his father's death, it seems to have been common foi the shop 
name to be changed. The coming of the new frontier seems to have led to 
a particularly thorough shake-out of shops Of the 42 shops mentioned in 
the 1894 Shan Tsui tablet, only eight appear among the 19 mentioned on 
the 1906 Bride's Pool tablet, and only seven among the 39 on the 1920 
tablet, including live oi the eight which are mentioned on the 1906 tablet. 
Furthermore, the elders do not remembei any shops with names 
corresponding to the majonty of the donating shops in 1894 (only about 
13 of the 42 shops donating in 1894 were remembered - about 31% - and 
two or three of these are doubtful): cleaily many of these premises had 
gone out of business before the 1920s. At the same time, 10 of the 19 
shops on the 1906 Bride's Pool tablet also appeal on the 1920 Cheung 
Sha Kwu Tze tablet. Five of the 1906 donors appear on neither the 1894 
tablet nor the 1920 tablet. This all suggests that more than half of the 
shops changed name between 1894 and 1906, but less than half between 
1906 and 1920. It would seem that, on average, perhaps a quarter or a 
third of the shops changed names each decade 

All the elders contacted weie land-people, and they knew little of the 
economic and social lifestyles of the boat-people. It seems that, while to 
the foreign visitor of 1925 mentioned above Sha Tau Kok was "a fishing 
town", Sha Tau Kok, while it had the essential stiucture of a wholesale 
fish market and a boatyard, was less dominated by the need to service the 
fishing fleet than towns such as Sai Kung, to say nothing of places like 
Cheung Chau or Tai O The Sha Tsu Kok area fishermen fished mostly 
within Mirs Bay - they did not, it would appear, nonnallyjoin the fleets of 
better located poits in exploiting the deep sea Wong Fa fisheries. Sha 
Tau Kok was a fishing port, but it was more of a land market than a sea 
market. 

All the markets in the area required hawkers and coolies as well as 
shops, and Sha Tau Kok was no exception - indeed, given the importance 
of its carrying trade with Sham Chun, Sha Tau Kok may well have been 
more dependent on coolies than elsewhere. The hawkers were of two 
types: those who traded as a pait-time occupation, and those who made 
their living by it. The villagers of the surrounding villages regularly 
supplemented their income by casual hawking in the town. Each village 
seems to have specialised in what it sold. Women from the villages near 
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the town would bring baskets of vegetables to sell retail on street in Wang 
Tau Street. Some sold their vegetables at Yim Liu Ha - even before the 
hawkers started to migrate across the frontier there was some trading here. 
The saltworkers had no fields, and had to buy all their food - since there 
was about 100 of them, this represented quite a market. Usually, those 
villagers trading vegetables with the saltworkers at Yim Liu Ha would 
exchange their vegetables for salt, which they then hawked around the 
villages away from the market. One or two villages specialised in this 
vegetables and salt trade. Yet others specialised in exchanging vegetables 
for fish (usually the poorer quality, or broken, fish), which they then hawked 
around villages away from the market. 

The villages further from the market found the vegetable trade difficult, 
and they usually did not take part in it. Their specialty was fuel. The 
villages near the market had cut all the trees in the vicinity of the village, 
except for the untouchable Fung Shui groves, long before, and they were 
seriously short of fuel as a consequence. The remote mountainside villages 
of the Shap Yeuk area, however, still had plenty of wood, but were usually 
short of cultivable land. The economy of these villages depended, 
essentially, on exchanging firewood for rice. Village women would leave 
these villages at day-break, carrying loads of about 75 cattier of wood, cut 
and dried, and prepared to suit the particular needs of the specific market 
aimed at. The boat-people required wood cut into very small and even 
billets, to fit the tiny stoves on board their boats. The saltworkers needed 
wood cut to larger sizes to feed their furnaces and stoves. Individual 
villager or shopkeeper households needed wood cut to medium sizes. 
Individual fuel - selling villages tended to specialise in one or other of 
these markets. The best-placed fuel-selling villages, those whose wood 
reached the market first74, tended to sell their wood in whole loads, 75 
cattier at a time. Those who reached the market later tended to have to 
sell their wood retail, catty by catty, originally in Wang Tau Street, later 
from the Railway Station forecourt. It was the custom that, if someone 
bought a whole load of wood, then the seller had to carry it all the way to 
the buyer's house, no matter how far from the market. Individual seller 
villages tended to develop a close relationship with individual buyer 
villages and households - often buyers would look out sellers they knew, 
and order a load of fuel for the next market day. As with vegetables, so 
villagers who sold fuel to the saltworkers or fishermen sometimes 
exchanged their wood for salt or fish, which they then hawked through 
the villages away from the market. 
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Villages, especially mountainside villages, often had customary 
handicrafts which the women hawked in the market. Brooms, made from 
the twigs of a ceilain mountain bush, were a hawker monopoly, as were 
the hand-woven libbons used to tie up the traditional Hakka headcloth. 
The special leaves used to lie up steamed uce dumplings were similarly 
prepared and sold by women fiom the mountain villages. 

Some pioducts could only be got in the mountains - games, some 
medicinal herbs, tea, and some other special products. Only a few 
households, mostly mountain ones, kept bees and had honey foi sale. 
Honey was usually sold from the street by retail - few villagers would 
ever have had moie than a small quantity for sale at any time. Honey was 
mostly used for medicinal purposes. Villageis with tea to sell, or medicinal 
herbs, would usually sell to shops in the maiket if they had a large quantity, 
but otherwise they would sell by retail fiom the stieet. Game was usually 
sold by men. Some villages kept packs of hunting dogs, and caught wild 
boar, the meat ol which was then sold in the market-town streets, while 
porcupine, civet cats, and wildfowl were trapped live and then sold 
Markets like Sha Tau Kok, with substantial areas of mountain in the market 
district, were famous for the game trade. 

These trades weic specialties - only those villages able to keep hunting 
dogs could catch wild boai, and the skills of the finding and preparing 
medicinal herbs, or trapping wild fowl, weie a jealously guarded secret, 
known only to a few villages, and within those villages, only to a few 
households One specialist mountain product was Shue Leung ( ^ | & ), 
a tuber which, when sliced up and macerated in water, piovided a juice 
which waler-prooled lopes. This mbei was needed by the boat-people, 
who would treat then tackle and nets with it once or twice a year. When 
boat-people needed it, they would look out for a mountainside villager 
known to them, and older a load for the next market day. Mountainside 
villages were as concerned to preserve then Shue Leung fiom illicit harvest 
by outsiders as they weie to preserve their stands of fuel trees - outsiders 
found poaching would be driven off with violence. 

Poultry weie sold live in the streets by villagers, especially from the 
lowland villages near the market " - buyers took them home and 
slaughtered them themselves. Poultry was not always available, but the 
market would be full of sclleis just before a festival. Seed-pigs and day-
old chicks were usually sold on street by any villager who happened to 
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have some to sell. Fruit was sold on street, but was not always available.76 

Occasionally, however, a mountainside villager might bring in a load of 
the little bitter mountain tangerines in the autumn, or rose-myrtle fruit, 
and the lowland villages sometimes had Wong Pei or Lung Ngan. Ginger 
flowers in the summer, from the lowland villages, and New Year Bell-
flowers and other New Year plants from the mountainside villages, were 
also traded. 

The full-time, professional, hawkers were of two types; those who 
normally traded in the town, and those who noimally traded from the 
town through the surrounding villages. Within the town, there were a few 
permanent cooked-food hawkers who sold fried noodles - often dogmeat 
noodles - from charcoal stoves carried through the streets. These hawkers 
sometimes carried their wares through the nearer surrounding villages, as 
well. There were a few knife-sharpeners who worked in the same way. 
There were also a few sweet sellers who hawked sweets through the town 
and the nearer villages: these were mostly connected with the sweet-shops 
in the town. 

There was only one good well in the town, outside the Upper East 
Gate. Within the town there were a number of small backyard wells, but 
these were polluted and brackish. They were not fit for drinking from, 
and were used foi getting washing water. However, the wine-makers in 
the town used these backyard wells for the water they made their wine 
with. The shopowners did not, usually, draw their own drinking water. A 
number of women from the nearby villages made a living by drawing 
water and carrying it around the town, selling a load for a few cash. These 
women were caller "Water-women" (jj§ zK IS ). 

Within the market district there were a number of full-time hawkers 
who carried wares from the town around the villages. These did not usually 
carry general goods, nor did they usually fulfill orders from villagers 
unwilling to go to market. 'Anyone who wanted something had to walk 
to town to get it: there was no other way, no-one would carry anything for 
you.'77 However, there were things which the ordinary village woman 
could not carry, and these were brought by the hawkers. Thus, every 
family needed a few large, heavy, earthenware water-pots and rice-jars. 
These were cumbersome and awkward even to lift, let alone carry over 
the mountains, where a single slip would cause them to smash. Hawkers 
brought these, and similar wares, around the villages. Wares unavailable 
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in the market would sometimes be earned round by hawkers who brought 
them from the biggei cities further away.7!t Twice a year, in the Spring 
and the Autumn, these hawkers would carry around the villages the 
vegetable seeds needed for the forthcoming half year. The villagers did 
not know how to produce good vegetable seed for themselves. There 
were some specialist villages in China which pioduced large quantities of 
seed. There the hawkers bought their stock The hawkers kept the locations 
of these villages a secret - no villager contact seems to know where their 
seeds came from.7y Many of these hawkeis who carried things around 
the villages were Hoklo: few local people entered this trade except for the 
people who hawked salt and lresh fish around the villages near their homes. 
There were quite a significant number of these itinerant hawkers, who 
bought in the towns and cariied wares aiound the villages: unfortunately, 
very little is known about them 

Some local villagers did make a living in the itinerant sweet trade. In 
Tsat Muk Km there was a villager, for instance, who made sweets and 
hawked them through the Wu Kau Tang and Plover Cove villages. These 
sweet hawkers oltcn sold then wares, not for cash, but for broken metal 
which they then sold on to the maiket town blacksmiths, who were always 
short oi metal 

The coolie trade was not very formally oiganised. Those stores wanting 
coolies to carry goods would let it be known, and would hire whom they 
pleased Irom those who showed an inteiest - most shops in the carrying 
trade developed a relationship with a particular group of women, however, 
- or the women from a paiticular village or section of a village - and 
always called on that gioup foi coolies. Aftei the 1870s, many of the 
young adult men ot the Sha Tau Kok area began to travel abroad for a few 
yeais to make their fortunes It is likely that, before local society began to 
be marked by this temporary emigiation of young adult males, the local 
coolies had been young men, but, by 1900, the trade was mostly conducted 
by women. Thus, the Colonial Secretaiy hired 111 persons in 1899 to 
carry his baggage horn Wo Hang near Sha Tau Kok to Tai Po - a full 
day's match ol 12 miles - and 70 of the 111 were women. *° In the 1920s, 
shops in the market at Sha Tau Kok would sometimes send groups of 
women as lar as Tsuen Wan (moie than 15 miles away) to bring back 
goods lor sale not available nearei at hand (pineapples especially) - a very 
long day's woik. Many of the canymg coolies came from the lowland 
villages - the women ol the mountainside villages were piobably too 
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preoccupied with the fuel trade to have any spare time to enter the canying 
trade. 

Especially in the 1930s, one of the biggest coolie trades was smuggling, 
although it was of significance earlier as well. Villagers smuggled their 
own purchases back over the frontier (the bridge carrying the footpath 
over the border river near the Sha Tsui temple was a commonly used 
route, as it was not continuously guarded by the Customs), but bulk 
smuggling (mostly of sugar, kerosene, tobacco, and also opium) was 
organised by the shops in the market, especially the tobacco dealers. These 
treated their trade as any other canying trade, with village women being 
hired ad hoc to carry loads to customers across the frontier, or across the 
lines to Sha Yue Chung. Most village women active in the coolie trade 
took part in this smuggling business. 

The society of the market at Sha Tau Kok was entirely dominated by 
the local Hakka of the surrounding villages. The Tanka - the boat people 
- were, as always, regarded as somewhat second-class, even though their 
presence was essential to the economic success of the town. The perceived 
inferiority of the boat-people may well be the reason that few of them 
lived in the market at Sha Tau Kok: they preferred to live at Kat O, a few 
miles off-shore, outside the Shap Yeuk area. 

Even more regarded as second-class, however, were the Hoklo 
saltwoikers. These groups of workers, living for the term of their contract 
away from their families in their miserable huts on the saltpans, had no 
status at all. Of the total population of the town, perhaps as many as one 
fifth were saltworkers (assuming five workers per salt-works). The Hakka 
villagers owned the salt-works, but left them entirely to the contract 
overseer and his hired staff, so long as the rent was paid. No-one 
remembers the names of any of these salt-workers, nor can anyone 
remember any mairiages between local Hakka or Tanka girls and these 
Hoklo labourers. The villagers kept away from them, and their only contact 
was the exchange of fuel or vegetables for salt at Yim Liu Ha. The salt-
workers were important to the economy of the town, but they were treated 
as being the very bottom of the social scale. 

At the other end of the social scale were the teachers at the Tung Wo 
School. The Shap Yeuk elders had wanted to ensure that the district had 
at least one first quality school, and had consequently built the school to 
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high standards, and look care to employ good teachers. The school must 
always have had several teachers - the building is just too big to have 
been feasible loi |ust one. 

In 1923 thcie were five teachers. Three were Shap Yeuk area people. 
One, Chan Kan-chcung, |!iti ift ij'1 , fiom Luk Keng, was a letumed student 
from USA - he taught English and Physical Education. Anothei teacher 
from Luk Keng was Chan Ping-long, |$l if1 \& , a giaduate fiom Canton. 
He taught "the new books" The thud teacher fiom the Shap Yeuk area 
was Lau Woon-kwong ('i'l| /r{; it ), fiom Keng Hau (Jinghou, fM H ) in 
the Chinese pail ol the Shap Yeuk area He taught classical Chinese and 
Music. The othei two teacheis weic outsiders Lei Wai-lau, ^ \n ]nt, 
was a Sau Tsoi from ncai Yuen Long, a Punti speaker - he taught classical 
Chinese. The lif'ih tcachci, Wu Fan-ng, iVI $Q (h , was from Shaoguan in 
the noilh ol Guangdong He had lived for many years in Sha Tau Kok, 
and spoke and taught in Hakka He, like Chan Ping-long, was a graduate 
from Canton, and taught "the new books" 

Right down to the 1930s, the desire to keep their school one of the best 
and most advanced in the legion was a major aim of the eldeis of the Shap 
Yeuk. In the 1920s, the standard of the school was as advanced as the 
Government schools which the Hong Kong Government had staited to 
open in the major centres ol the New Teiritones. By having this group of 
well-educated and cultuicd men living in the market, the elders of the 
Shap Yeuk demonsliated that theii town and district comprised a full and 
viable community not only having aitisans and labourers and merchants, 
but scholars and gentiy as well. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Calendar ot Disturbances in the Border Area, 1899-1940 

(Orme = Papeis Laid Befoie the Legislative Council of Hongkong, 1912, (Sessional Papers 1912, printed 
by Noronha and Co, Government Printers), No 11 ot 1912, "Report on the New Territories, 1899-1912" 
(The Orme Report), pp 43-63 . SP = Papei s Laid Befoie the Legislative Council of Hongkong (Sessional 
Papers), STJLS = Shatoujicide Lishe, op cit, AP = Admimsiative Repotti, "Report by the District Officer 
New Territories", JLHG = Jiiihmghaiguan Batman Dashu hi op cit Note JUHG is limited in material 
for 1921-1927, and AP has little to say on Ihe border 1931-1938, except to comment on the levels of 
smuggling ) 

Year Event Source 

1900 Abortive Rebellion in Wai Chau Sham Chun valley in turmoil Sam SP 1901 
Chau Tin in revolt 5 piracies in Hong Kong waters STJLS 

Orme 

1901 

1905 

Chinese military patrol formed on frontier SP 1902 

Most serious cnme in New Territories caused by cross-border gangs Orme 
these impeded by new blockhouses at Ta Kwu Ling Second rebellion STJLS 
at Sam Chau Tin 

1906 Market strike at Sha Tau Kok STJ LS 

1907 Riot against Customs at Sha Tau Kok STJLS 

1911 Law Fong, Choi Uk Wai, sha Tau Customs Stations sacked by bandits JLHG 
Law Fong Customs Station destroyed by bandits 

1912 Fighting in area near border Increase in banditry and piracy In Hong SP 1912 
Kong, milhtary assistance needed by Police Law Fong, Lin Tong, Sha AR 
Tau Customs Stations sacked by bandits, at Law Fong claiming to be JLHG 
"new revolutionaries" Situation confused Excecutions in Sham Chun 

1913 Nam O, Yim Tin Customs Stations asacked by bandits 

1914 

JLHG 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

Nam O attacked and sacked by night Tai Chan, Chek Wan Customs JLHG 
Stations sacked by bandits 

JLHG 

AR 
JLHG 

Chan Hang (Siu Mui Sha) Customs Station sacked by bandits 

Increase in smuggling opium into China Bad outbreak ol cioss-border 
crime, due to "lack of any teasonable system of policing" on the Chinese 
side Yim Tin (3 timesO, Kai Chung, Lung Tsun Hui Customs Stations 
sacked by bandits (40 men attack Kai Chung, up to 200 Yim Tin, and 
150 at Lung Tsun Hui) All Customs tirearms removed to Hong Kong 
for safe-keeping (umtl 1932) 

Hakkas fleeing distrubances in Wqai Chau arrive in New Territories AR 
Outbreak ot crime m New Territones by "undesirables" from across JLHG 
border Kai Chung, Lung Tsun Hui, Sha Tau Customs Stations sacked 
by bandits 

Times "very disturbed" on border Outbreak of cross-bolder crime "hall AR 
the ottendeis come form Chinese terntoiy" Kai Chung, Tip Fuk, Ha Sha JLHG 
Customs Stations forced to close (April)) Sha Yue Chung and Kai Miu 
Customs Stations sacked by bandits and forced to close (August) 
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Year Kvcnl Source 

\l)\l) X senouscioss-hoidei aimed lobbenes lhc Customs Stations closed AR 
in I91H le-opencd (August) JLHG 

1920 kelugees flee to New Territories horn continual taction-fighting in AR 
botdei area Aimed cioss-boider cirnies increase Sha Yue Chung JLHG 
Customs Station sacked by bandits 

1921 Increase in smuggling native tobacco from China 4 piracies (including AR 
of the Sha Yue Chung I eiry) Timber aimed cross-border banditry 

1922 2 puacies on the Sha Yue ('hung I erry Fighting between pnate bands AR 
in Mns Hay 

l(>2^ Large increase m smuggling, due to disturbances in the border area AR 
Senous cioss-bordei aimed laids, on execution in China as a lesult 

1924 Unsettled conditions, due to continuous lighting between Sun and Chan AR 
I act ion aunies loi contiol ol dislnct Upsurge in cioss-border crime*, 
including S aimed raids, some mounted y Chinese niegulai soldiers 

1925 Boycott causes consideiahle double in Sha Tan Kok Huge crime wave AR 
of cioss-boider cimie "Quite l)iY% |of crimes committed in the New 
leniloiiesl could be traced to persons coming trom ovei the border " 
Strikers enlei and leronse New leinioncs villages British troops sent 
in Sha I au Kok lo lesloie ordei I loi Luk Lung Soviet rebellion affecls 
Bias Bay aiea 

1926 Conditions beltei, but distiubed conditions acioss the bolder lead to ASR 
boom in New TCIIItones because ot the number of refugees seeking 
houses Many matsheds elected fro lefugees Heavier bolder policing 
needed Mns Bay lisheimen unable to lish except close inshore because 
ol "distiubed conditions" 

1927 Conditions belter, but slill troubled near border Attempted pnacy of AR 
lolo Harbour leny junk Heaviei policing ol Mia lau Kok boder area 
leduces cioss-boider crime Bolder patch constructed in New Territories 

1928 Inciease in smuggling Voilence against recent refugee arnvals in New AR 
Termories Chinese inegulars leplaced by regulars and disciplined at JLHG 
Sha 'I au Kok Majoi piracy in Mirs Bay (" Tean" case) Hoi Luk Fung 
Soviet lebelhon affects Bias Bay area 

1929 Customs seek major inciease in staif because ol increased smuggling JLHG 
(eveiy yeai until late 1910s) Much better conditions on border because 
ol better policing on Chinese side of hordci 

1910 Increase in smuggling Kai Miu C ustms Station sacked by bandits AR, JLHG 

1911 Increase in smuggling, especially sugar Sha Fau Customs Station AR 
sacked by bandits 2 Battles with smugglers oft entrance to Pearl River JLHG 
("Hosei Mam" case) Inadequate customs siall members leads to 
pioblems 

1912 Inciease m smuggling, especiallyh sugai and cloth Smuggling on AR 
lailway a glowing pioblem Smuggling thorugh Lok Ma Chan and JLHG 
Sheung Shin a growing problem Smuggling on Shan Chun River a 
giowmg problem Kai Cluing Customs Station sacked by bandits 
(iunballles with smugglers at 1 aw Fong (twice), Chek Mei, Man Kam 
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Year Event Source 

To, Lin Tong Mounted Horse Patrols instituted to contiol smuggling 
Guerrillas active in Bias Bay aiea Gunbattle with "uniformed smugglers" 
ottTai Mm Slia 

1933 

1934 

193*5 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Increase in smuggling Gunbnattle with smuggles in Hong Kong waters AJ. JLHG 

Slight increase in smuggling Automobile Anti-smuggling Patiols AR 
instituted 

Continuing influx into the New Teiutones ol poor Hakkas, refugees from AR 
neighbouring districts, living in matsheads Chinese erect steel fence JLHG 
from Sham Chun to Sha Tau Guernllas active in Bias Bay aiea 
Gunbattle in Mirs Bay with smugglers In gunbattle at Sha Tau, an 
innocent bystander is killed 

Increase in smuggling afrer slight drop in 1935 (District Officer) 
Customs icvenues rise as smuggling is "brought undei contiol" 
(Customs) Increase in immigration into the New Terntories of poor 
Hakkas Gueenllas active in Bias Bay area 

AR 
JLHG 

Increase in smuggling Destitute refuggees in New Territories tause AR 
crime wave there "Abnormal conditions" in China cause moie lefugees JLHG 
to arrive 2 cioss-bordei thieves set on and beaten to death by New 
Territories villagers Japanese declare blockade ol Chinese wateis near 
frontier and attack Tai Chan Ling Ting, Sam Mun Customs Stations 
Japanese twice attack Customs vessels in Hong Kong wateis 

Refugees from Japanese increase population of New Teintones by 1/2 
Many squatter matsheds, but no incrase in New Territories crime, except 
that some cross-border gangs cause trouble Kai Whung, Tip Fuk, 
Customs Stations closed Kai Miu Customs Stations destroyed in 
Japanese attack Japanese entei Sham Chun and all Customs Stations 
closed Japanese attack Sha TauKok, Sham Chun, Mirs Bay and Deep 
Bay, damaging all Customs Stations, then retue Customs stations reopen 
at end of year Fishing, other than mshoie, greatly hampered by Japanese 
attacks Many lefugees in the New Terntories dfie of starvation 

Increase m smuggling and puacy, due to confused situation in bordei 
area Guerrillas come to agieement with Customs on opeiation ot Sha 
Yue Chung Customs Station - goods foi guerrillas to be duty-tree 
Japanese take Nam Tau, attack Sham Chun, then enter Sham Chun 
- all Customs Stations except Sha Yue Chung close Japanese retue, 
and all Customs Stations reopen battle with smugglers off Yim Tin 

Japanese re-entei Sham Chun All Customs Stations close, then the 
Japanese retue, and Mirs Bay Customs Station re-open with assistance 
of guerrillas All Stations damaged Heavy smuggling of stiategic 
goods to Sha yue Chung, Mui Sha, Chan hang Japanese again invade 
Sham Chun, and attack Mirs Bay Mns Bay Customs Station able to 
operate at night only Sha Tau Kok captured by Japanese 

AR 
JLHG 

AR 
JLHG 

JLHG 
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APPLND1X 2 

Shops in Sha I an Kok Maiket. 192-i 

(W7S = Wang lauSlieel), UP=Uppci Sneet, I S = Lower Street, OS = Old Street, SLH = Sha Lan Ha 
(= l;ish IM(IIIS) I YK = I soi Yuen Kok, SH = Sam Heung LH = Luk Heung, WH = Wo Hang, YT = 
Yim I in, YSO= Yung Sue O, LH = Ring Hang. IT = Tong To, SI = Shan Tsui, HL = Hoklo, KLH = 
K w u n L o l I a , I K = l uk Keng. 1 MK = [sat Muk K i u , T L = lai Long, AH = Au Ha, SnT = San Tsuen, 
NC = Nam Chung, St = Sham Chun, S I K = Sha 1 an Kok A = in 1X94 Shan Tsui Tablet, B = in 1920 
Cheung Shan Kwu Is / IableLC = in Oial hviclencc, D = in 1906 Bude's Pool Tablet * = The largest 
shops) 

No. Name of Shop Address Name Village Source Comments 
ol Shop of Owner of Owner 

(ienei.ll Sloies 
\* II '{ W I S % LH ABC Sold saws, bowls, 

plates, pottery, ropes, 
nails etc Donated 
Bell to Wu Shek Kok 
Temple, 1922 

2 1 
3 r 
4 t mi ', 
V i ,, W I S 

l'a.wnsl]Q|i 
6* III M ,v, PS M 

7 
X* 

9 
10 
II* 
12 

n* 

ih> 
'l 

is: 

I 
•1 

)',' 
fi| 

leeiy 

111 

III 
tli 

•'/'/ 

,', 
\ 
1 \ 
III 

WIS 
WIS 

WIS 
WIS 
WIS 
1 S 
1 S 

W I S 

IS 
16 
17 

IX 
19 

20 
21 
22 
2 1 * 
24 
25 
26* 
27 
2X 

29 

OHiei 1 
<h 
II* 
1 mi 

Id 
i'|i 

oods 

•« 
l)ii 

<' 
i l l ' 

III 
1 IslllllOllgCIS 
mi 
A 
ft 
J 
Wi 

it 
if 

d 
I 
Animal' 
Hi 

', 
IjH 

,', 
IHl 
K 
1)11 

IS 
ft 
', 

\ 
m 

W I S 
1 S 

W I S 

W I S 
W I S 
SLH 
SLH 
W I S 
SI II 
SLH 
SI IP 
1 S 

YSO 

YT 

YSO 
1TI 

China 
WH 
TT(>) 
sr 
WH 

YT 

t lima 

WH 
STK 

I IL 

SI 
YT 
China 
LH 
S IK 

I T 

WH 

C 
C 
C 
BCD 

(A)BCD 

BC 
BC 

BCD 
BC 
ABCD 
BC 
AC 

BC 

BC 
AC 
t 

C 
BCD 

BC 
BC 
BC 
BC 
BC 
BC 
ABCD 
BC 
C 

C 

I'l 
' Pottery 

Basel missionaries, 1X53 

Occupied lower floors 
ol gun tower Piobably 
donated to 1X9X Tai Po 
Kwong Fuk Bridge 

sold grain, pig 
slaughterer, 
winemaker etc 
sugar dealer, etc 

pig slaughterer, 
winemakei etc 
winemaker. grocer, 
etc Basel missionaries, 
1X53 

winemakei 

baker, probably 
connected with f W! 
dogmeat 
baker 

main donor, 1X94 
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No. Name of Shop Address Name Village Source 
of Shop of Owner ofOwnei 

Comments 

30* 
31 

32 
33 
34 

35* 

36* 
37* 

38 

39 

40 
41 

42* 
43* 

44* 

45-50 

5 1 ' 

52 

Tobacco 
j& ftti 

Restaurants 
$15® 
-

Silversmiths 

Tailor etc 
«f F, 
«t n 

*rf BS F? 
Cobbler 
$ IB 
Rattan 
X ¥\ 
m PI 
Carpenters 
isl ft, 
le] ra 
Boatbuildei 

Blacksmiths 

Gambling House 
m t, 3=. 

Paper Ofrennus 
*M It* 

WTS 
SLH 

WTS 
LS 
WTS 

LS 

WTS 
LS 

US 

LS 

-
WTS 

WTS 
US->TYK 

SLH 

LS 

WTS 

WTS 

,id WTS 

54 
55 

56 

57 

58* 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 

SB 

4= + 
riLi 

ft 

Letter Writer 

/ JS 

Barber 

«n 
Doctoi 
ilnl 

ift 
J-

^ 
1-
r t 

/-
# 
ft 

'i-. 
•A-
s? 
M 

± 
'H 

a 
i 

It* 

it 

i 

* 
' i 
t 
M 
'T 

•? 
i 
j ) ' 

-
-

Man Mo 
Temple 

WTS 

US 
WTS 
WTS 
LS 
WTS 

-

-

LK 
LK 

HL 

ABCD 
C 

C 
C 
C 

dealt in opium as well 
dealt in opium as well 

teashop and noodles 
cotfee shop, cold drinks 
dogmeat and other 
noodles Basel 
missionaries, 1882 

TMK 

YT 
LH 

TL 

AH 

LH 
LH 

STK 

China 

WH 

YT 

SnT 

WH 

CD "C20 a ring" 

c 
c 

c 

c 

c 
c 

ABC 
C 

C 

C 

fine cloth, jewelleiy 
tailoi, cloth, laigest 
shop in the market 

" 

baskets and sieves 

also ropemaker and 
allied trades Lockhart's 
report, 899,DO, 1937 

"5 or 6" blacksmiths in 
a row 

BC 2 Storey Gambling 
house, Po Tau, Tsz Fa 
and Pai Kau 

C Owner executed about 
1935 

C ) Probably one of these 
) shops was the one 
) operated by the Market 
} Headman, 

C ) of the Luk Heung 
C leader of team of Nam 

Mo Lo (Taoist Priests) 

YT 
YSO 

NC 
SC 
YT 

YT 

ABC 
BC 
BC 
BC 
BC 
C 
ACD 
AC 
C 

-

-
-
-

Basel missionaries, 
1853 
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No. 

67 

68-71 

72 

71-74 

75 

76 
77 
78 
79 
SO 
81 
82 
81 
84 

85-96 

Name of Shop 

'1 oh.tcui 
1 (HI „i' 

Guesthouses 

Opium Rivan 

Univ-bumer. 

Olheis 
i''i ni1 

'/• •(!! (« . 

fi fn (if 
f i | 
IIH 411 
flf II* 
ffl fll 
'\ 1 ' 
* A 

1'ioslitulcs 

S.iltworks 
97-115 -

IlilwKeis 

Address 
of Shop 

wts 

W I S 

Yml 1 in 
M,l 

-
-
Row nc.u 
I.S 

Ynn 1 in 
l l . i 

Name Village Source 
of Owner of Owner 

W l l 

WIS 

Comments 

'3 or 4" guesthouses 
See below under 
"Others" Basel 
missionaries. 1859 

1 or 2 limekilns 
Lockhart's Report, 1899 

sweets and small 
groceries 
) these may be two ot 
) the guesthouses 

) 
) 
) nothing is now 
) remembered about 
)these shops 
) 
) 
Punti girls Irom City 
Offered opium to clients 

HL workers from 
Swabue, sold salt retail 
Detail ot works in 
Block Crown Lease 

Fish, meat, vegetables, 
cooked food (dogmeat 
noodles) handicrafts 
fuel Also at Ynn Liu 
Ha 

NOTES 

1 S e c G A C llcrk\alstlhc'll(MxKonxCounttysidv,HongKong,\95\,pp 86-89 tor tigers 

and leopaid on Ng Tung Shan, and the Hsin An County Gazetteer (1819 Gazetteer, ch 3, 

Chung Lap Pao Edition, 1979, p 45) tor tiger, wild boat, and deer in the area 

2 1688 Hsin An County Ga/etteer, ch 3, t 27 

1 A salt commission was established at Nam Tau (Nantou, [£j9j1 ) just outside the present 

bordeis ol hong Kong, probably in the Nan Yueh period, in the second century B C This 

was latei divided into 4 commissions, probably dining the Nan Han period (tenth century 

A.D ) Of the 4 Nan Han commissions, the Kwun Fn commission certainly covered the 

Mns Bay aica in the Sung - the headquarters ot the commission weie moved temporarily 

from Kowloon City to Tip Fmk (Diefu, fltiftVi ) on the east coast of the Bay in 1163 - and 

piobably did so fiom the establishment ot the commission The borders of Tung Kuan 

County and its piedecessois bent lound to include just the coastal strip of Mirs Bay, to 
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ensuie that the saltfields there were in the same County as the lest ot the salt commission 
Yim Tin (Yantian, S5tfl , "The Salt Fields") almost certainly got its name somewhen in this 
period However, areas undei the control of a Salt Commissioner were often merely the 
salt-pans, and the adjacent village of the salt-workers, in pockets scatteied along the caost, 
and the presence of a salt commission could co-exist with a totally undeveloped hinterland 
See Luo Hsiang-lin ( iffilf tt ), f ^ B i t t t * — J\Wr.ifl;mZW&7l&$Wk& . 
Xianggang Qiandaishi Yibaisiyiman Yigianzhi Xianggang li Qui Duiwai Jiaotong, Hong 
Kong, 1959, [translated as Hong Kong and Us External Communications befoie 1841, but 
without the footnotes, Hong Kong, 1963], ch 1, n 5, 11, 12, ch 4, n 14 See also ch l.n 
13 See also S Y Lin, "Salt Manufacture in Hong Kong", in Journal of the Hong Kong 
Blanch of the Royal Asiatic Society Vol 7, 1967, pp 138-151 (iepnnted horn The Hong 
Kong Naluialist,Vo\ X, No I, January 1940) 

4 See Luo Hsiang-lin, op cit, ch 3: S F Baltoui, "Hong Kong befoie the British Being a 
Local History of the Region of Hong Kong and the New Tenitones Before the British 
Occupation", in Journal of the Hong Kong Blanch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol 10, 
1970, pp 134-179 (iepnnted from Tien Hsia Monthly, Shanghai, Vols I land 12, 1940, 
1941), K M.A Barnett, "Hong Kong Before the Chinese, the Frame, the Puzzle, and the 
Missing Pieces", Join nal of the Hong Kong Bi am h of the Royal Asiatic Soc tetv. Vol 4, 
1964, pp. 42-67' Sung Hok-p'ang, "Legends and Stories of the New Territories Tai Po, K 
iff! ", \n Journal of the Hong Kong Bi cinch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Vol 28, 1988, pp 
70-76 (iepnnted fiom The Hong Kong Naluialisl, May, 1935) 

s The Gazetteer mentions puates in the Mirs Bay area in 1571, 1590, 1641, 1647, 1648, 
1664, and 1972 1688 Gazetteer, ch 12, 1819 Gazetteer, ch 12, Chung Lap Pao edition, 
1979, pp. 119-120, and see also 1819 Gazetteer ch 7, and ch 19, Chung Lap Pao edition, 
pp 80-81, and 154 

6 The 1688 Gazetleei gives a list of villages in existence in the aiea in and before 1662 
(1688 Gazetteer, ch 3) See the note at ff 13-15, which makes it cleai that the villages aie 
those ot the period beote the Coastal Evacuation of 1662-1668, and not those contemporary 
with the Gazetteer 

7 The Piovmcial Governor and Magistrate urged on the leturmng families the need to get 
tenants or purchasers to take over land which could no longer be tilled by the descendants ot 
the pievious owneis (see Luo Hsiang-hn, op cit pp. 145-149, n 15, 19, 23 relating to dates 
in the 1710s and 1720s) Within the mirs Bay area, at least the Lees of Wo Hang settled 
there in 1692 "on the [official] ordei lo leclaim land", see D Fame, The Sli m tine of Chinese 
Ruial Society Lineage and Village in the Eastern New Tenitones, Hong Kong. Oxford 
University Press, Hong Kong, 1986, p 217, n 22 Theie is at least one case where a lineage 
abandoned land east ot the mountains, to concentrate themselves in the moie sheltered west 
The name of the village ot Man Uk Pin ( ,S,(SJS , "The Houses ot (he Man Family") makes 
it clear that it was once lived in by the Man family That family, howevei, is now found only 
in Ta Kwu Ling, to the west, at Ping Che, Tong Fong, and Heung Yuen villages When the 
present inhabitants of Man Uk Pin, the Chung ( M ) lineage settled theie in about 1700, it 
was deserted - clearly in tis case a lineage had concentrated on its best lands to the west, and 
abandoned the marginal Mirs Bay land to newcomers 
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s Details of the eaily I lakka examination successes are known from a lecently recovered 
genealogy, ol the Chan ( \'<<\i ) lineage of Nam Chung it is undei stood that a copy of this 
genealogy will be deposited with the 1 long Kong Museum of History I am indebted to Mr 
Chan Wmg-hoi loi (hawing my attention lo the information in this genealogy 

" Seen 8 

"' At the time ol the Block Ciown Lease (190S), 12 68 acres of saltpans were recorded 
Howevci, the senous inadequacies ol the fust suivey here led to anothei being conducted in 
1912, when 17 II acies were iccoided llowevei, in 1912 two areas weie left unclaimed, 
piobably because stoims had bleached then bunds and ruined them These two areas totalled 
about 3 3 acies In addition, theie weie about 0 6 acies ot houses, huts, and waste within the 
saltpan icclamation, which, theiefoie, totalled about 21 2 acie.s The saltpans were very 
valuable piopeity m the nineteenth centuiy - the Basel missionaries (see below, n 17) record 
the sale ot a shaie by a Tain Slim Hang villagei in 1882 for "seveial hundreds of dollars" 
(Basel Mission aichive, doct AI-16, Nr 45) In the 1920s, however, and still more in the 
1930s, cheap unpolled salt caused evei-giowing pioblems, which led to the closure of the 
sallwoiks beloie (he Wai. A budge was built to the saltpans in 1934 (AdnmustiatiwRepoits 
jo/ the Yeai I9.14, App J, "Report on the New Temtones toi 1934", p J17) After the War, 
the abandoned sallwoiks became the site ol a ma|or squatter settlement, recently cleaied 
Today, the saltpan aiea has disappeared undei new reclamation, and all the remains is a new 
Tin Hau Temple, ieplacmg the old one pieviously on the saltpans, built on a new site on the 
new wateilionl 

1' Foi details ol the history of the temples in the aiea, on the settlement ot the Hakka in the 
aiea, the icclamation pio|ects they undeitook, the founding and management of hte maiket 
at Sha Tan Kok, and the lunctioning ol the Snap Yeuk as the district management body, see 
P H Hase, "The Alliance of Ten Settlement and Politics in the Sha Tau Kok Area", in D 
Faure and II Siu, eds , Down lo haith The Terntonal Bond in South China, Stanford 
Umveisity Piess, 1995 

12 No details on the eailiei histoiy ol Ihe lemplc survived the veiy full lestoration of 1894, 
but Shan Tsui eldeis believe it to be veiy old 

n In the 1688 Cia/elleei (ch 3) a feiry "along the coast" is mentioned called the "Ma Tseuk 
Ling Feiiy" Theie can no doubt that this is the feiry lo Sha Yue Chung (Shayuchong, ,''/#i 
i(1| ), 12 miles down the coast Ma 'I seuk Ling, at the head of Starling Inlet, is the nearest 
old village lo the Wu Shek Kok Temple (Wu Shek Kok village is probably a foundation of 
the caily nineteenth centuiy) The coasts of Starling Inlet within two or three miles of Ma 
Tscuk Ling weie blocked with mudllals and mangrove eveiywhere except at Wu Shek Kok, 
where alone a hill falls steeply into the sea Wu Shek Kok is, theiefore, the only possible 
site loi a "Ma Tseuk Ling T-ciiy" landing place The Ma Tseuk Ling villagers owned the 
Wu Shek Kok Temple, and the Ma Tseuk Ling mihtaiy post (1688 Gazetteer, ch 7), was at 
Shek Chung An, pist <i lew bundled yards I mm Wu Shek Kok These Ma Tseuk Ling 
connections with the Wu Shek Kok area stiongly suggest that (he Wu Shek Kok hill was 
regaidcd as loiming pail ol the Ma Tseuk Ling aiea Latei, Wu Shek Kok formed part of the 
Ma Tseuk Ling Yeuk ol the Shap Yeuk 
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14 The oldest suiviving dated object is the bell, of 1922 (D Fame, A Ng B Luk, Wffijf® 
JftSS , Xianggang Beiming Hutbian, Hi itoi u al Insci iplioni of Hong Kong, Uiban Council, 
Hong Kong, Vol 3, p 733) The temple, howevei, appears in the Block Crown Lease 
(1905), and the local villagers believe it is old 

15 The Sam Heung villagers have recently elected a tablet at the resited replacement temple, 
stating that the temple was first built in the Chia Ch'ing reign (1796-1820), and that the Ta 
Tsiu was instituted as soon as the temple was built While the grounds foi these statements 
are not given, they are reasonable, and probably conect, although a date late in the reign is 
likely 

16 D Faure, The Sliuclure of Chinese Rival Society, op cit. p 107 

17 A copy of this genealogy is in the collection of New Tei nlories historical documents at 
United College, Chinese Univeisity of Hong Kong I am indebted to Dr D Faure for 
drawing my attention to this reference 

18 Our information on mid-nineteenth century Sha Tan Kok comes primarily from documents 
of the Basel Mission, which had a Mission Station in the town 1849-1854, and whose 
missionaries regularly visited it in the latei nineteenth century The missionaries lented 
four houses from a local village elder, near the western end of Upper Stieet, backing onto 
the wall The missionaries drew a map of the town in 1853, plans of typical shop units in 
1849 and 1853, and wiote a long description of the town and district in 1853 Map 2 is a re
drawing of the missionaries' map of 1853, corrected by measurements taken from the 1924 
aei lal photograph of the town (13 November 1924' orginial in the Department of Geography, 
Univeisity of Hong Kong) The written description of 1853 is Basel Mission archive, doct 
Al-2, Nr 44, "Halt-Yearly Report of the missionaiy Rev P Winnes, from 1st January to 
1st July 1853", printed in translation in P H Hase, "Sha Tau Kok in 1853", in Journal of the 
Hong Kong Bianch of the Royal Asiatic Society,Vo\ 30, 1990, pp 281-297 See P H Hase, 
"The Alliance of Ten", op cit, tor rediawmgs of the plans of mid-nineteenth century shop 
units, and also for a drawing of a cioss-section of such a shop unit I am indebted to Rev 
Cail Smith for drawing my attention to the importance of the Basel Mission documents to 
the history of Sha Tau Kok, and for allowing me to use his tianscripts and notes I would 
also like to thank Mrs W Haas, and th estaff of the Basel Mission archive in the preparation 
of this article 

19 The Tung Wo Kuk was so named in dnect emulation of the older Punti Council in Sham 
Chun, which was also known as "The Council foi Peace in the East", rfi^-Mi , Tung Ping 
Kuk - the choice of the name Tung Wo Kuk must be seen, in these circumstances, as a 
marked sign of local pride and self-confidence 

20 See n II 

21 The villageis believe that the name Sha Tau Kok is taken fiom a poem by a Ch'ing 
official who passed by and was so impressed by the beauty of the sun rising above the sand-
dunes that he wiote a poem on it Rtti/J-gS fj<8=i&ft , "The sun uses fiom the sand-
dunes the moon hangs where land and ocean meet" I have heaid this story from a Sheung 
Wo Hang elder, and see also ]^5p#]GEl?lifl?S|] , Shatoujiaode quwei xuanguanbu (Sha 
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Tau Kok Disliicl Committee Piop.ig.iniU Section), ^'JhM'llft'^JnPA'Ak g H ? S f i 
i] Ji J\M 11 , Shtiltiit/itioile Lishi lie sitmzlmtini; aii<iio zhuyi iiaovu jianghiia a/;/m,(The 
Histoiy and Piesent Situation ot Sha Tau Kok Matenal toi Oral Teaching ot Patriotism), 
Sha Tau Kok, 19X6, p 4 

22 Jtihieshei ii hie dei Ittislei Mission, 1849, pp 141-143, and P H Hase, "Sha Tau Kok in 
185 V, op cil Some ol Ihc shops in 1853 occupied two shop units 

21 See W Schlaltei, (,eslut hie del Iltislei Mission, Its' 15-1915, mit hcsondciet 
Belii(ksii hni'iiiij' del itiigedilit Lien Qiiellcn, Basel, 19Id, Vol 2, p 297 "The (Taiping) 
lebelhon spiead Us waves ihioughout the whole Empire, disheartening and weakening the 
Mandarins, and making thieves and i.ihble impudent The small school at Sha Tau Kok 
went undei, as the chiklien lied the pievaihng insecurity, and the teachers left Despite the 
distill bailees, howevei, the seiviees and wot ship ot God weie seldom intenupted, in fact, 
only when the cannons thundeied " The Mission, howevei, closed down during this period, 
in pail because ol the "piev.uling insecuiity", and in pait because of illness among the 
missionaiics the Mission was le-eslabhshed at Lilong ( ^~fil| ), 20 miles to the north-west 
ot Sha Tau Kok, neai Po Kal (Blip, fli,', ) 

24 The Punii clans aiound Sham Chun had a similai district school, the Sham Chun 
Community School, I|I| ;J-1 , in the in.uket there, which biought them a great deal ot prestige 
(D Fame, Ihc Slim Hue of Chinese Rmat Sonets.; op cil ) 

25 Sec Dame, I lie Slimline oj Chinese Km til Sot wis; op cit, p 200, n 4 These dead were 
veiy possibly the victims ol llieT.uping fighting in 1854 

2(1 See hnclosuie 22 lo Item 204 (pp 272-273) m Pile No 66. Coiiespondente (lime 20 
IH9H lo Aiifiusl 20 1900) Kespet lini; the h slensitin o) the lloitndin ics oj the Colony, printed 
toi the Colonial Ollice, L ondon, Novcmbei, 1900 It is worth noting that the Council of the 
Punti clans in Sham Chun, ihc Tung Ping Kuk, also met in a Meeting Hall attached to the 
Community School theie 

27 No linn evidence suivives as lo the date ol either gun-towei, but the eastern towei was in 
existence in the piesent eldeis' latheis' lime, and thus before 1898 The eastern gun-tower 
"looked less old" than the western one in the 1920s 

2K Sugai was piobably Ihc Hem most heavily smuggled into China in the eaily 1930s, 
because ol its piohibilively high impoil duly Sec )l\'t HMft'A k^,d , 1887-1986, ( If 
i&fa ),Jiulongliai)>uuii Illinium Dtishiji, IXX7-I9X6, (Xiuaaij>uo\, |A lecord of majoi Events 
of the Hundied Yeais ol the Kowloon customs. 1887-1986, (Diaft)], Canton, 1987, 1931, 
and 1932 (estimates ol smuggled sugai in 1932 were 640 tons in Apnl, 20,984 piculs in 
May, and 34,400 piculs in July) 

2'' AdimnistititiveKe/ioiIs, App J, "Repoit on the NewTenitones",/w theyeai 1932, p J3, 
lcfeis to pioblems caused by "the heavy customs duty payable on the export of dried fish 
into China", joi the Yetn 1914, icleis to "continuing pioblems" due to the high impoit duty 
on lined lish, which, at 1>3 pei picul, exceeded the value of the fish joi ihc yeai 1935, p J3, 
icfeis lo Ihc high impoit duties on "New Teiiitoncs fish", which were causing difficulties 
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for fishermen in the north-east New Territories foi the Yeai 1936, p. J11, where the District 
Officer notes that "dealers were turther encouraged by a reduction in the duty on dried fish" 
It seems likely that the trade in both fresh and dried fish was affected 

30 Foi the history of the Kowloon Customs, see S F Wright, Hongkong and the Chinese 
Customs, Inspectorate Series, No 7 (Confidential), Statistics Dept. ot the Inspectorate-General 
of Customs, Shanghai, 1930, S F Wright, Hail and the Chinese Customs, Belfast, 1950, 
and Jiulonghaiguan Batman Dashichi, op cit The airangenients of the Patrol Districts and 
duty Stations weie constantly re-ordered the anangements mentioned in the text are the 
standard arrangement for most of the 1920s and 1930s As foi staff, estbalishment and 
stiength figures varied widely, depending on funds - levels of manning were particularly 
low in the early 1920s, when the Customs weie starved ot funds, but gieatly imporved in the 
1930s 

11 This is a refeience to a scheme intioduced by the Customs in 1937 (see Jiulonghaiguan 
Batman Dashulu, op cit., sub anno), by which every cow in the border aiea was to be 
legisteied and branded, and aiecoid kept of eveiy time it crossed the fiontier All this was 
part of an attempt to control "smuggling" of cattle -1 e the buying of new plough animals in 
the market, and bringing them back to the New Territories villages without paying export 
duty on them The animals had been taken across the frontiei on the pretext that they were 
crossing the frontier to work fields on the New Ten Hones side 

32 Shatoujiade Lishe, op cit ch 2 I have heard very similar comments from eldeis in Wo 
Hang in the New Territories Fees of 020 for a seed-pig, and 020 for a new wok were quoted 
to me 

33 Petition translated in Enclosure 22 to Item 204 (pp 272-273) in File No 66 Extension of 
the Boundai les of the Colony, op cit 

14 Shatou/iaode Lishe, loc cit 

35 Elder at Wo Hang village 

36 Administrative Reports foi the Year 1924, Appendix J, "Report on the New Territories 
for the Year 1924", p. J2 

37 The Jiulonghaiguan Batman Daihiji, op cit has no recoids of events in the Sha Tau Kok 
area from 1925-28, suggesting that the Customs records for this period have been lost 

38 The District Officer had this to say "Conditions on the frontier, howevei, gave rise to 
considerable tiouble and anxiety, the undisciplined and licentious conduct ot the armed 
strikers pickets extending to acts of violence and robbery committed even within oui 
Territories British Sha Tau Kok suffered especially in this respect, so much so that on two 
occasions at least aimed foices had to be summoned to assist, in the first case in August 
when H.M S. 'Foxglove' was despatched to recover two junks, laden with merchandise, 
which had been seized by the "strikers", and later, in November, when troops of the Punjabi 
legiment were stationed at Sha Tau Kok in order to discouiage the aimed pickets who were 
terrorizing the inhabitants of British territory The close of the year brought moie peaceful 
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conditions, undei which the pickets contented themselves with exacting 'squeeze' from the 
local trade ovei the border " Adiniiusti alive Repoilsfoi the Yeai 1925, Appendix J, "Report 
on the New Temloncs lor the Year 1925", p J2 In Admnutti alive Repoilsfoi the Yeai 
1926, App J, "Repoil on the New Territories for 1926", p J3, the District Officer notes that 
the fishermen in Mus Bay sulfcied paiticuluily seriously from the boycott, as they were 
unable to fish except close inshoie, because of the "disturbed conditions" 

v) These Communist guei nllas had appeared in various parts of the East River area since at 
least 1925. They wcie the duett descendants of the rebels who had operated near Yim Tin 
in the lirst decade of the ccntuiy, and were closely related to the groups who took over the 
Hoi-Luk hung aiea to loim the "Hoi-Luk Fung Soviet" on thiee separate occasions between 
1925 and 1928 They weie the original nucleus of the "East River Guerrillas" of the war 
yeais and just altei 

4" The agicemenl specified that goods for the guernllas would be treated as duty-free 

41 Jiuloiif;lwtiiuan liaimun Daslu/i, op cil passim 

42 The son of the executed man had committed a robbery in the market, and left a "paper" 
at the scene of the crime which implicated him He had fled back to his home near Yim Tin, 
where the soldiei s could not get at him So they took the father and shot him instead, behind 
the Man To Temple in the maiket, in the presence of most of the district's young people 
The fact that the son fled to the lebel-held area, and the "paper" left at the scene, suggests 
that the lobbeiy was politically motivated, and the execution, too 

41 Shatoupaode Lishe, op cit 

44 Administuitive Repoils foi the Yecn 1910, Appendix I, "Report on the New Territories", 
p. 16 The bulk ol the Sha Tau Kok marketing district was in the New Territories, and there 
was a satellite market at Yim Tin, which could service the part of the marketing district in 
China if the Sha Tan Kok market did cross the frontier 

45 Administuitive Repoils foi the Yeai 1931. 1932, 1933, 1934, Appendices J, pp J8 (and 
Table IV), i \ J2, and J17 (and Table IX), respectively 

4(' Adnunistiative Repoils foi the Yeai 1937, Appendix J, pp J7-10 "The typhoon of 
September the 2nd will long be remembeied in the eastern parts of this District, where it 
caused much damage and sulfcrmg Unfortunately, the height of the gale coincided with 
a very high tide, so that the swollen wateis of mirs Bay were driven with double force 
westward up Stalling inlet whence they had no outlet The sea rose, about 2-5 a m , 
in places 20 feet and mote higher than it had been known to rise for many decades. The 
resultant damage was astonishing All round the shores of Starling Inlet roads, 
bridges, paths, piers, and bunds were breached and broken up, and buildings overthrown 

. All the big bunds on Starling Inlet were |almost wholly overthrown]. Casualties were 
heavy, about 100 in [''Bntish) ShaTau Kok At Sha Tau Kok the Officer in Charge 
of the Police Station displayed initiative in [getting the dead buried, animal corpses burned, 
and obstructions cleared| and in arranging for a supply of rice and peanut oil from Kowloon 
which broke a iing at Sha Tau Kok Maiket who had greatly raised the prices of these two 
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commodities . The boat-building and repair sheds at Sha Tau Kok had entirely 
disappeared, with great loss of life Special encouragement [from a relief fund] was 
given to the boat-builders at Sha Tau Kok to start all ovei again " The Customs Station 
at Sha Tau Kok was destioyed in this typhoon - see Jiulonghaigucm Batman Dashiji, op cit, 
sub anno In the 1945 aerial photograph it can be seen that far fewei than half of the buildings 
in the old market were still standing - the site had been, effectively, abandoned even for 
residential purposes Since the War, all vestiges of the old market have been removed for 
development, and nothing whatsoevei now survives of it 

47 Papas Laid Befoie the Legislative Council of Hongkong, printed by Noronha & Co , 
Government Pnnteis (Sessional Papers), 1900, "Report on the First Year of British 
Administration of the New Territory, Laid Before the Legislative Council by Command of 
His Excellency the Governor" (No 15 of 1900), p 257, 1901, "Report for the New Territory 
for 1900, Laid befoie the Legislative Council by Command of His Excellency the Governor" 
(no 28 of 1901), p 6, Admiiusti alive Repoitsjoi the Yeai 1933, App J, "Report on the New 
Territories for 1933", p J3 In 1937 the Coronation was celebiated with electnc light displays 
in Sha Tau Kok Admimstiative Repoitsjoi the Yeai 1937, App J, "Report on the New 
Territories for the Year 1937", p Jl 1 

48 A party from the Basel Mission stayed in a "totally comfortless guesthouse" in the town 
in \859,./ahiesbei it hte dei Baslei Mission, 1859, and a noodle shop "at the entrance to the 
market" is mentioned in 1882 (Basel Mission Archive, Doct Al-16, Nr 45) 

49 Basel Mission Archive, Doct AI-2, Ni 46 (1853), Doct Al-16, Nr 45(1882), 
Jahieshenc lite dei baslei Mission, 1859, "I do not like taking a hourse in a market, tor you 
always find wicked types theie - thieves, opium smokers, gamblers - festering together and 
leading to piedictable outcomes " In 1859, Sha Tau Kok was the only market where the 
Basel missionaries had attempted to set up a station Between 1899 and 1902, the District 
Officer was very concerned about the huge amount of gambling going on at Yim Liu Ha, 
with over 300 arrests in 1901, but this dropped away to "almost nothing" later, after the 
gambling house became available in Sha Tau Kok Papei \ Laid Befoie the Legislative 
Council oj Hongkong, punted by Noronha & Co, Government Printers, (Sessional Papers), 
1901, "Report on the New Territory for 1901, Laid Before the Legislative Council by 
Commandof His Excellency the Governor", App 6, p. 20 1902, App 2, p 342-344, Oi me's 
Repoit, opcit paia41,p 49 

, 0 The route is described in 1848 (Dei Evangehsche Heidenbote, March 1848) 1853 (Basel 
Mission Archive, Doct Al-2, Nr 44, see P H Hase, "Sha Tau Kok m 1853", opcif 1858-
1859 (Basel Mission Archive, Doct AI-4,Nr \\,Jahiesbenehte dei Baslei Mission, 1859, 
and Jahiesbeuehte dei Rheinischen Missionsgesellschaft, 1859) 1863 (Basel Mission 
Archive, Doct Al-5,Nr 5) 1884 (Basel Mission Archive, Doct Al-19, Nr 35). and 1893 
(Basel Mission Ai chive, Doct A1-27) 

^ 1688 Gazetteei, ch 3 passim, 1819 Gazetteer, ch 4, Chung Lap Pao edition, 1879 p 51 
The 1688 Gazetteei specifically mentions several of the roads over the shouldeis of Ng 
Tung Shan ( U B I J S . F T h I ), the road from Sha Tau Kok to Sha Yue Chung (this is 
probably the implication of the -fcflj|F§ mentioned there) - this is the "official road" from 
which the village of Kwun Lo Ha (Guanlouxia, -0'f# F , "Below the Official Road") takes 
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its name - and the load liom Sha Tan Kok to Yuen Long, ( ^ ( H J 2 ) The 1819 Gazetteer 
adds specific releiences to the loute Irom Sha Tau Kok to Kowloon (tln£>'£ , WF1 , Art-
j£ ) The Sham Chun to Sha Tau Kok load is not specifically mentioned in the Gazetteers, 
but undoubtedly also existed at this lime the Cheung Sha Kwu Ts7 at the summit of the pass 
on this load was founded in 17X9 in part as a place of sheltei for tiavellers on the road See 
P H Ha.se, "Cheung Sha Kwu Ts/, an Ancient Buddhist Nunnery in the New Territories, 
and its Place in Local Society", in Journal of the Hong Kong Blanch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, Vol 29, 1989, pp 121-157 

, 2 See l6XXGa/etleei,ch 7, and 1X9 Ga/etteei, ch 11, Chung Lap Pao edition, 1979, p 
112 

11 Sec P H Hase, "Sha Tau Kok in 1X53", op cit It is possible that the salt fish trade in this 
part ot MILS Bay was centied on Kat () lathei than Sha Tau Kok, although the fresh trade 
was certainly predominantly at Sha Tau Kok There were "many salt fish dealers" on Kat 0 
in 1X91 (Basel Mission Aichive.doct AI-25, Ni 70) 

, 4 These figuies are calculated horn the surveys ot traffic on the roads in the area conducted 
by the Hong Kong Government in advance of the construction of railways in the area See 
File C O XX2 (P R O London, copy at P R O Hong Kong), despatch no 59. Sir Matthew 
Nathan to Mi Lytlleton, leccived Feb 13th 1905, and File C O 129/376 (P R O London, 
copy at P R O Hong Kong), despatch no 165 (page 582), from Sir Frederick Lugard to Rt 
Hon Lewis Haicouil, 28th Apnl 1911 The surveys were carried out on Dec 11 and 12. 
1904, and Dec 26 and 29, 1910 The surveys were somewhat summary, but they suggest 
total tiattic of this approximate amount The Governor, in 1904. calculated that they suggested 
an annual total of 250,000 persons travelling on the road, with a quartei of them being 
coolies Lanying loads 

" These statistics aic taken from the 1910 surveys noted in n 34 The figures in the surveys 
have been analysed and averaged to give the totals given in the text The surveys consisted 
of a head-count of people passing a given spot, mostly the summit of the local passes (Shek 
Chung Au, Wo Hang Au, Miu Keng Au) The suiveys were conducted twice, once on a 
non-maikel day, and once on a market day The aveiages have taken into account the 
number of mai kcl and non-mai kcl days in each month The Governor noted that the numbers 
of tiavellers was much highei at peak seasons, such as when the rice crop was being carried 
to Sham Chun Taking all the imperfections of the statistics into account, they can still be 
used to give an impiession of the amount of tiaf'fic in the area The figures seem high, but, 
to put them into pei.spectivc, they are the equivalnet of 1 loriy-load of goods entering the 
town every hour, and thiee double-decker buses every hour of a twelve hour day 

% Admimstialive Repot t\ joi the Yeai 1926, App J, "Report on the New Territories for 
1934", p J2 

, 7 1 would like to expicss my veiy sinceie thanks to those eldeis, especially those in Wo 
Hang, who have sufleied the long houis ot questioning that 1 have subjected them to on this 
issue, and especially the late M Lee Yau Shi, and Mr Lee Chung (Lee San-tuen), both born 
in 1907, and M. Yau Chiu, bom in 1911 1 would also like to thank Mr M Y Lee for his 
indefatigable help in setting up meetings and translating Without his help this article could 
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not have been written at all 

58 See the plan and cross-section of a typical 1853 Sha Tau Kok shop unit, taken from the 
drawings and desci lptions of the Basel missionaries, in P H Hase, "The Alliance of Ten", 
in D Fauie and H.Siu, eds, Down to Eaith, op cit, and see also P.H Hase, "Sha Tau Kok in 
1853", op.cit 

59 D Faure, A Ng, B Luk, eds, Halm teal Instuptions of Hong Kong, op cit Vol l,pp 
262-280 

60 The Hong Kong Museum ot Histoiy has a set of Po Tau equipment 

61 Jiulonghaiguan Batman Dashtjt, op cit, sub anno. 

W P H Hase, "ShaTau Kok in 1853", op.cit 

63 The Tai Po to Sha Yue Chung Feiry was also deeply involved in this trade In 1939, the 
Customs came to an agreement with Tsang Sang, the leader of the guerrillas controlling the 
eastern side of Mirs Bay that the Customs would treat as duty-free goods anything imported 
through Sha Yue Chung for the guerrilla fight against the Japanese, but, while this trade 
was, theiefore, not smuggling, it still faced major problems from Japanese attack 

64 Papers laid befote the Legislative Council of Hongkong, 1899, printed by Noronha & 
Co , Government Printers, (Sessional Papers), "Extracts from Papers relating to the Extension 
of the Colony of Hongkong, Laid before the Legislative Council by Command of His 
Excellency the Governor: Extracts from a Report by Mr Stewart Lockhart on the Extension 
of the Colony of Hongkong" (No 9 of 1899), p 190, notes this boatyard as a significant 
business in 1898 

M "Report by Mr Stewart Lockhart" (Sessional papeis, 1899), op.cit. p. 189 

66 For the Sha Tau Kok Branch Railway, see R.J Phillips, Kowloon-Canton Railway (Bt itish 
Section) A Histoiy, Uiban Council, Hong Kong, 1990, pp. 84-93 

67 A. Macmillan, Seapoi ts of the Fai East, London, 1925 I am indebted to Mr. J Lanham 
for drawing my attention to this description. 

68 For the first two of these tablets see Faure, Ng and luk, Histoi teal Inset iptions of Hong 
Kong, op.cit., Vol l,pp 262-280, and Vol. 2, pp 376-379 The third is unpublished, and is 
now at the Hong Kong Museum of History 

69 A further, small, boatyard was at Kat O in 1912: see Otme Report, op cit, para 76, p 55 

70 See, for instance, details on shops in Sai Kung in D Faure, "Saikung, the Making of the 
District and its Experience during World War II", in Journal of the Hong Kong Biamh of 
the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol 22, 1982, pp. 161-216, on Tsuen Wan in D Faure, "Notes on 
the History of Tsuen Wan", in Journal of the Hong Kong Bianch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
Vol 24, 1984, pp 46-104, and on Cheung Chau in J W Hayes, The Hong Kong Region, 
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71 See I'll Huse, "Sh.i Tau Kok in 18SV, opcit 

72 The laigest shops weie 
1 Kwan T.ii ( j i',4>- ) the household goods shop (Nai Wai, Niwei, JSISl , in the 

l.uk lleung) 
2 Wang I lap ( 6, (' ) the household good shop (Yung Shue An) 
1 Kwong Yue ( I'A Yd ) the giocery (Fung Hang) 
4 Yuen T.II ( ,K' fa ) the gi ocery (Tong To) 
5 Sam Lei ( <fl| ) the gioceiy (Wo Hang) 
6 Yan Iling ( I [Ml ) the groceiy (Ymi Tin) 
7 Cheung Iling ( RMl ) the hshmongei (Kwun Lo Ha, Guaiilouxia, KK§ F , in 

the Luk lleung) 
X Wa Slung ( 'Y' ($ ) the lishmongei ("Slid Tau Kok" probably Sha Lan Ha) 
y Tak I ling ( f t p ) the tobacconist (Luk Keng) 
10 'Isoi Cheung ( Jilfi ) the silveisnuth (Tsat Muk Km) 
I I San Cheung ( '()\l \ ) the tailoi and cloth dealei (Yim Tin) 
12 San Lei ( ft {11 ) the tailoi and cloth dealei - the laigest shop in the maiket -

(An Tau, Aotou, I"|UJ'1 in the Luk Heung) 
I"? Tung Yue ( |i <\'{(t) the catpentei (Siu Hang, Xiaokeng, >\>V[, in the Luk Heung) 
14 'lung Hing ( |n |P ) the carpentei (Sha Tseng Tau, Shajmgtou, /)>•)] , in the 

Luk I leung) 
15 Cheung S/e ( ' W l ) the hoalbuildei (Sha Tau Kok Sha Lan Ha) 
16 S/e Fong Ting ( [-"J/j ',' ) the gambling house (Wo Hang) 
17 Ning Sang Tong ('v'/l V ) the doctoi (Ynn Tin) 
IX WollmgTongt fllPtf ) the pawnshop (Yim Tin) 

Thus, of the laigest shops, live weie owned by Luk Heung people, tour by Yim Tin Yeuk 
people, two by Wo Hang Yeuk people, two by Sha Tau Kok (Sha Lan Ha) people, two by 
people tiom the Tai Tan Yeuk (the aiea south-west ot Sha Tau Kok across the sea, around 
Luk Keng and Nam Chung), and one each by people from the Hing Chun Yeuk (around Lai 
Chi Wo), Kuk Po Yeuk, and the Sam Heung Thus, in 1925, not only were the largest shops 
all opeiated by people hum the Shap yeuk aiea, but owneiship of these larger shops was 
spread aiound most of the Yeuk aieas ol the Shap Yeuk The Basel missionaries make it 
cleai that the shops in the market in IIW weie also all owned by people from the sunounding 
villages see I'll Hase, "Sha Tau Kok in 185V, op a t 

71 See J W. Hayes, Ike Hong Kong Kettion, IX50-I911, op cit tor the places ot origin of 
shop-kecpeis alTai O and Cheung Chau, and J W Hayes, The Rwal Communities of Hong 
Kong, op cit toi those at Kowloon city D Fauie, loc cit gives details on those at Tsuen 
Wan and Sai Kung. The lisher poits in the Islands (Tai O Cheung Chau), and, to some 
degree Sai Kung on the mainland, had the largest percentage of non-indigenous shopowners, 
but Sha Tau Kok had fewer "outsider" shopowners even than Tsuen Wan 

74 A contact (rom Tsat Muk Kiu village for instance, said that she would get ot the market 
with her wood, sell it, buy what shee needed inthe maiket, and return home, passing on hei 
way home the women from Wang Shan Keuk still cairymg then wood in Wang Shan Keuk 
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was a full hour's walk further from the market than Tsat Muk Km 

75 A contact from a mountainside village explained that they could not keep poultry "We 
lived in the mountains, where there were too many snakes, civet cates wild cats, and other 
animals Any poultry we kept would be killed At the best we could keep just one or two for 
our own consumption." 

76 The Basel missionaries said in 1853: "They do not pay attention to fruit-trees, and fruit-
trees do not seem to grow in this region Thus, fruit like pineapples, oranges and mangoes 
are not found here" See P H Hase, "Sha Tau Kok in 1853", op cit 

77 Contact from Tsat Muk Kiu village 

78 The late Mr K M A Barnett told of a village house in an exceptionally remote 
mountainside village which he visited in the late 1930s, and which sported a cast-iron 
Victorian wash-hand stand and a framed picture of the "Stag at Bay" a hawker had picked 
these up in Hong Kong m a second-hand sale, and though it worth his while carrying these 
very cumbersome things around the mountain villages until he got a sale. 

19 This trade in imported vegetable seeds was noted by the District Officer in 1926, 
Administrative Repottsfoi the Yeai 1926, App. J, "Report on the New Territories for the 
Year 1926", p J4 "It is noteworthy that nearly all the vegetable seed used comes from 
Chinese territory." 

80 Eastern no 66, Extension of the Boundanes of the Colony, op.cit, Enclosure No 12 in 
Item No 204, 28 April 1899 
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