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The Types of the Mordvin Settlement Names

served as a home for several peoples and ethnipgrin the early

ages of the history of the region Iranian and Bailtfluences can be
revealed apart from the influences of the Volga—@k#es of an unknown
ethnic origin. The traces of this contact can benth besides the loan-
words, in the most ancient stratum of hydronyms.

D uring the millenia of its history the Volga-Oka eiv basin has

Among the hydronyms of Mordovia we can separaté&ratusn that shows
marked similarities with certain types of hydronyro§ the European
territory of Russia. On one hand, these names are transparent
etymologically, cannot be derived from any of todagnown languages, on
the other hand, morphological homologies conneeinththe suffixes that
can be separated in these names have a CV forntheynend ina (the only
exception isim). The large zone of names that seem to be morgizalidy
similar extend from North Russia through Yarosl#gstroma, Nizhnij
Novgorod and Ryazan as far as to the southern bofddordovia. Among
the hydronyms of Mordovia, on the basis of morpgaal criteria, the
following probably belong to this ancient stratuAmorda; Juzga, Ltga,
Ozga, Vazga; Ana,Caddma, Loma, Luhmalasma, Pirma; Aza; Sadim,
Kuldim, Ur/edim. A serious debate unfolded in the 1950s and 1960sta
the origin of this seemingly ancient hydronymicatim, and the different
opinions crystallised principally in MVEEV's and $REBRENNIKOVS
theories. MTVEEV considered these names as of an ancient Finna-Ugri
origin, while EREBRENNIKOV attributed them to an unknown Volga—Oka
population (MATVEEV 1964, 1965, 1967, 1969,EREBRENNIKOV 1955,
1966, 1970, and BKLIN 1995a, 1995b, 1996,0BPELOV 1965, 1968,
SMOLITSKAYA 1973).

Besides the known loan-words, certain hydronymsengblances seem to
support the Mordvin—Baltic linguistic contacts. Hgdyms of Baltic origin
in the Central Volga region may be the followir@na < Baltic, cf. Old
Prus. tusnas’quiet’; Lama < Baltic, cf. Latvianlama ’'puddle, plash’,
Lithuanian loma ’'ebb’; Vop, VopSa, Upa< Baltic, cf. Latvian upe,
Lithuanianzpé, Old Prus.ape’river’, and Karnaj ~ Baltic Karna, Karnupe;
Oka ~ Akis, Akys, Ace; Vad ~ Vet, Vit; VeSa, ViSdisa, VieSa, VieSeté
(GORDEEV1966: 104-105, 1967: 181-183)A0R0OV1988: 156-157).

Several loan-words also support the Mordvin—Iraniations. However, | °
have found only two hydronyms in Mordovia that nizg considered of @[UJ
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Iranian origin: Rudia < ? Iranian, cf. Old Persiarautah 'river’, Sogd rwt
'id.” + -sa diminutive suffix; Sivis < ? Iranian, cf. Avsiyah 'black’, -in
diminutive suffix (GORDEEV1967: 189).

The Mordvin population, which had been stronglyiuahced on one hand
by the Turkic ethnic groups, on the other hand,thy Russian settlers,
settled onto this multi-layered substratum latehe Ttraces of these
population movements can be clearly shown in tpengms, of course.

In spite of the fact that the Mordvin people aremimority in their own

republic they have preserved the original Mordvin toponystiatum well:

a significant part of the settlement names withnavkn etymology are of
Mordvin origin.

The Mordvin toponymic system does not show a homegeas picture. On
one hand, the Mordvin ethnos, which was formed ,has® borrowed some
(mainly hydronymic) elements, on the other handd ahis a more

significant factor, it had a strong Russian infleenwhich lasted for
centuries: the Russian toponymic system practicathnsformed the
Mordvin system completely, and shaped the Morde@oggaphical names in
its own likeness. The original Mordvin names hauevised in the system
of the internal or non-official names, in more @4 unchanged forms.

In this study | deal with the settlement names obrd¥in origin in
Mordovia, and | try to describe briefly the ononmastlusters of the
settlement names. In the etymological analysisel the Erzya appellative
forms. | do not pay special attention to the sdjparaof Erzya and Moksha
in my study, because, on one hand, this paper motegim at separating the
two dialects, on the other hand, the reconstruaifaine centuries old forms
existing at the time of the formation of settlemeames would encounter
serious difficulties due to the lack of the souroédinguistic history and
archives. | give the Erzya and Moksha forms sepdrdty '/ where
necessary. Where the starting point is definitelykbha, | mark it with 'M’.

| give the settlement names and common words ofdMior Russian and
Turkish, etc., origin in Latin characters.

My etymological analysis is mainly based on threarses: on NZHEVA-
TOV's (1987), TSYGANKIN’S (1993) andKAzAEVA’s (2001) works. | gave

ly

! Less than a third of the Mordvin people live ie tiepublic named after them. My
statistics (on how many percent of the respectiimnd-Ugric peoples/ethnic
groups live inside the borders of their own repuloli autonomous region) based
on SJIHKONEN'S data(1987: 218) clearly shows their negative positiviogul
87%, Zyryan 86%, Permyak 81%, Votyak 69%, Ostyal5RBarelian 58%, Che-
remiss 50%, Mordvi29%. (On the topic also dfALLUKA 1982: 189, MESZAROS
1989: 143, MGY—ZAICZz 1998: 137.)
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the meanings of Mordvin appellative data mainlytba basis of RAsO-
NEN's dictionary (MdWDb.). In this paper | do not prdethe bibliographical
data of the different etymologies, these can baxdoin my earlier work
(MATICSAK 1995).

1. Settlement names of appellative origin

A significant part of the names of Mordvin origiashtwo members, that is
they can be described by the complement (antedonsttuent) + the basic
constituent (posterior constituent) structireThe other names are
homogeneous, that is they either include a basitstitaent only, or an
element with a semantic content (mainly denotingharacteristic) in
accordance with its complement function. The seitiet names having one
constituent have been created either in a metonyai from the names
originally having two members (that is lexicallyvireg two constituents), a
typical example of which is the settlement nameirdgwne constituent
created from a river name with tlg//aj complement having two members;
or appellatives lexically also having one constitugave become settlement
names.

1.1. Names of two members formed by grammaticalstorction

Thus, those names of two members can be foundisnctbster whose
posterior constituent is a geographical appellative the Republic of
Mordovia the vele/vds 'village’ and bije, bijo, bujo 'clan, tribe (their
abodes)’ basic constituents appear in great numbers

a) Vele/vd’s 'village’

This geographical appellative is common all over tibrritory populated by
the Mordvin people. At the same time, its usagensheertain duality: it is
the most common constituent among the non-off{@gnaérnal) names, while
among the official names or names that underwerssiRcation you can
scarcely find one. This phenomenon reflects thatimriship between the
original inhabitants of the Central Volga regiondatime settling Russian
population: the original, Finno-Ugric settlementmea model (the second
member of which is a geographical appellative) weadually replaced

2 This construction type does not only charactetime Mordvin, but other Finno-
Ugric (and Turkic) languages, too. Some examplesdeterminants meaning
river’: Hung. *j6 (Beretty6, Sajé)Vogul ja (Nerpja, Sunja, Vorja)Ostyakjogan
(Harjogan, Nesjogan, Tromjogan)Zyryan ju (Rasju, Uzju, Vigu), va (Juva,
Sozva, Sakvaf;heremissyer (Muzeer, Solger), Finnishjoki (Aurajoki, Kalajo-
ki, Kemijoki), LappK. jok (Limtajok, N@mjok) (SEREBRENNIKOV 1959: 38, TR-

KIN 1989: 13-14), and Turkistan (Karacan), Azerb. Saj (Seledaj), Uzbekhsaj ®
(Aksaj, SirsajDONIDZE 1969: 165-168, MRzAEV 1973: 190-192). @[“J
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during the centuries by the Russian name strudiyre, and receded into
the sphere of the spoken (non-official) language.

This process ended by the end of the last cenang, there are not any
settlement names with thele/ve’> component. In the light of this, today’s
situation hardly seems surprising: in the territarfy the Republic of
Mordovia there are only two official nam@ad vde, Vavel) which contain
this determinant, what is more, one of thedg veée 'new village’ was
created in the 30s of the twentieth century, tfitsn the point of view of
the original name giving model it can be consideagsdn artificial name. In
another part of the original Mordvin populated itery, in the territory of
today’s Nizhnij Novgorod there is only one officrehme Kardavi/, that can
be classified into the cluster.

The origin of this word has long been the sciesitisbncern. BDENZ
searched its etimon, and he compared the Finpalo 'many’, the
Cheremisgula’id.’, the Vogul paul, pajl,’village’, the Ostyalpugst, pegl
'id.” with it, leaving out of consideration the griems of phonological
development (FU p- ~ Mordvinianv-), as well as the semantic difficulties
('many’ > 'village’). AHLQUIST, following a similar way to a certain extent,
looked for the kinship of the Finniskyla, and theHung. falu 'village’
words. The most plausible etymological explanatiaisthe word are
ascribed to GTILA and ITKONEN. UOTILA finds it possible to compartbe
Cheremisplural markeKB -vela, -welaB -wlak, -blak, -blak forms to the
word. ITKONEN connects theele/vd’s forms to LpNvalve 'pack of wolves;
pack of hounds’ words. About the semantic develagnoé 'flock, pack,
lot" > LpN ’'pack of wolves’; Mord. 'group’ > 'village' (ITKONEN 1944:
363-364, KKRESZTES1986: 150, 166, 184-185, UEW 82201ILA 1946:
30-31). Various new etymological attemptsd®MN 1968, VAVILIN 1975:
188-190) failed.

In the overwhelming majority of the cases (accaydim my calculation in
about two thirds of the cases) an anthroponym ofdvia origin attaches to
the vele/vds posterior constituent, and the two constituentsmfaan
unmarked possessive adjective structure,Aka vde (officially A/kino) <
Alkin, Armej vée (Armejevka) < Armej, BoraZz ke (BaraSevo) < Boras,
Botuzée (BatuSevo) < Batu$, Kapdee(Kapasovo) < Kopas, Kur vde
(Kockurovo) < Kakur, Kol vele (Kalasevo) < Kola, Konak vée (Pod-
gornoje Kanakovo) < Konak, Kuraj le (Kurajevo) < Kuraj, M#@ez vele
(BolS0je Maesevo) < Ma‘es, Norad vée (Narovatovo) < Norat, Nosak &e
(Nosakino) < Nosakaj, Polaj ve (Palajevka) < Polaj, Powfele
(PovaZ/imovo) < Povod, Sudovele (Sudgevo) < Suds, Tustat vée (Tus
@@) tatovo) < Tustat.Some examples of a Russian or Volga Turkish anterio



The Types of the Mordvin Settlement Names 69

constituents:And’ele (Andejevka) < Andiej, David vée (Mordovskoje
Davidovo) < David, Ignadvie (Bd3oje Ignatovo) < Ignat, Ivan ve
(lvanovka) < Ivan,and Mok3e: Kara vde (Mordovskoje Kéno) < Kara,
Sabarwele (Sabariejevo) < Sabati, Sugur vée (Sugurovo) < Sug.

The anterior constituent can refer to the charauténe settlementdd vde
< od’new’, Sie vee < sie 'old’, PokS vée < poks’'big’); can be a plant
name Picevde < pice 'pinetree’, Poju vde < poju M 'poplar’, S&i vele <
sé&li M 'elmtree’); can express place relatioAdo vde < alo 'lower’, V&vel
< vé&* M 'upper’; and can rarely be a name of rivead vde, Isa vée and
Survde settlements bear the names of three bigger rivieiseeaegion, Vad,
Issa and Sura.

The geographical spread of the non-official setletnnames of the
Republic of Mordovia with theefe/ves posterior constituents corresponds
with the area of the settlement names of anthrop@nyorigin, and this
ancient name giving type characterises mostly ¢fitlesnent names in a part
of the original abodes of the Mordvin people, thgaShevo, Kovylkino and
Temnikov districts.

While examining the toponyms withe/e/vda constituents phonologically,
two phenomena deserve our attention:

a) The terminal voiceless consonants of the antmgmps as anterior
constituents become voiced (independently of thistexce ofv after
them): § > Z: AasS > (razde, Batus > Botudle; s > Z: Mares > MareZ
vele, Pies > PileZele, Sudeé > Sudad vee.

b) The initialv of vele/ve? is often dropped (whether it is preceded by a
consonant cluster or no)ndrele, Botuzée, Kapazée, Kobde, Qazde,
Pardde, Parinzée, Pova'ele, Sabatele, Sapele, Valgapée, etc.

The question of spelling as one word or not caméglected, because we
are talking about non-official forms, in generagrrhs of the spoken
language. Among the names we can find examplestbfuays of spelling.

In the great majority of the cases (in about thgqaarters) the non-official
names became official, (hames undergo Russificeligrihose phonetic and
grammatical adaptations which characterise theiRussnguage, e.dgotu-

zd’e > BatuSevo, Sudorele > Suddevo,etc. In several cases the new name
was created by mirror translatio®d vee > NovajaDerewia; Picevde >
Barki, Sosnovkan other cases the non-official name refers onlthage,
the location, and the size of the settleméiit: vee (offic. Nizriije Borki),

Od vede (Novaja Piemorga), PokS Ve (Bd%oje Maesevo), Ste vde
(Staraja Ptemorga). But in some occurences there is no connection
between the old and the new nam@d: vee ~ Kuikovka, Pievde ~ Kia-
tovo, Survée ~ Sabajevayali vele ~ Vémajevo. @[ﬁ
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b) Bije, bijo, bujo’clan, tribe (their abodes)’

The Erzya-Mordvin names withije, bijo, bujoposterior constituents are
used in a comparatively small area, contrary tosérmantically relatede
lelvds constituent: their main area is a north eastera aféhe Republic of
Mordovia, inhabited by the Erzya. We can find topros with this posterior
constituent beyond the borders of the Republicth@south of the Nizhnij
Novgorod area, and in Lukoyanov district, elgSto Ivaibijo (Staroje Ivan-
cevo), Od lvabijo (Novoje Ivadevo), Aarbijo (Aringejevo), Salmébijo
(Salmanovo).The constituentcan only besubstantiated among the non-
official names.

The bije, bijo, bujoforms etymologically correspond with the Erzyajo,
pijo 'boy’, and all of them can be traced back to theciant Mord.*puja/
pija < *pija form, which carbe connected to the Hunfifl, Zyryan-Votyak
pi, Cher.puere, Fi. poika (< FU *pojka’boy, son’) words. The initiap-
was voiced in certain phonetic positions (in commbwords) (cftov 'seed’
+ suro 'seed’ >tovzuro 'wheat’; jon 'side’ + tol ‘fire’ > jondol 'lightning’;
OrZzan athroponym +pije > OrZanbije; Keceri anthroponym +pije >
Kecenibije (KERESZTESLO986: 122, MbSIN1976: 173-174, UEW 390).

The meaning obije, bijo, bujochanged when attached the anthropony-
mic stem: 'boy’ > 'head of a family, of a clan, tea of a joint family’ >
‘clan, tribe’. This phenomenon can be observed yodbased on
TSYGANKIN's data (1983: 164)Mitranbuje’all those who belong to the
family of the man called Dmitrij Ohremebuje 'those who are members of
Yefrem’s family’. This word adopted the meaning€tlelan’s, the tribe’s
abodes'. In the same way, the Zyryaincan also be attached to toponyms:
II7api 'llja’s son’ (it is the name of a road, act. lljasn’s road)Karpi
'Catherine’s son (the name of a lake); qighn serves as a definition of a
group of the populatioriZmapijan’those living at the 1zma Riverjevmapi-
jan 'those living at the Yemva'. We cannot acceRONIN'S etymology,
according to which the word can be traced bacléoTtartarbuje 'country,
zone’ (cf. Russiarvyi 'country, boundaries’), and originally meant 'the
boundaries separating the Mordvins from the SerJactars’ (TSYGANKIN
1969: 178, 1983: 163-164,AVILIN 1975: 190-191), because of semantic
difficulties.

Only anthroponymic anterior constituents can joim this posterior
constituent as the data collected by myself dematestKecenbije (offic.

KecuSev) < Kecen, Kuasbije (Kuasovo) < Kuas, Ordaibuje (Ardatov) <
Ordari, Orozbije (Urusovo) < Oroz, Orzhuje (Arzalejevo) < OrZa, Si-
rezbuje (Mordovskije $esi) < Sires; and Tarasbuje (Tarasovo¥ Russian
Taras.
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¢) Basic constituents denoting other settlement tygs

| could classify only a few names into this cluster

morgo/morg 'new settlement’ (< 'tree; cleared woodland’)Nevaja and
Staraja Ptemorga <pice 'pinetree’;Novajaand Staraja T'&izmorga;

relim *winter quarters’ -Novij and Starij Sukge/im; Starij T'egelim; Ve
relim <ve‘e’upper’.

1.2. Names having one member

1.2.1. Settlement names formed in a metonymic wdypriginally having
two lexical constituents)

a) Lej/l'&; river °

There are two geographical appellatives in the Miordanguage meaning
river’: [lej/l4j and jov, javljevas, javas.The areas of their usage are
significantly different. Thgov, jav/javas, jevakave Uralian origins (cf. Fi.
joki, Old Hung. j6 < PU *joke; UEW 99). The Uralian etymological
dictionary considers the Mordvin form as being dfultbecause it appears
only in geographical names. The only form listedha dictionary, thelov
denotes the Mordvin name of the river Moksha. Havemore words with
this constituent can be found among the Mordvin rbggdms (Javas,

ly

% Settlement names are most often formed from hydnsnin a metonymic way.
The hydronym and the settlement name are the sarttési semantic name for-
mation because the new place toponym is createldomtitany change of the
morphological structure. The morphematic constaucts also relatively common
in the Russian language area, the settlement nakes ansk suffix: Angarsk <
Angara, Bijsk < Bija, Irkutsk < Irkut, 1Zevsk < IKursk < Kur, Omsk < Om, Orsk
< Or, Tomsk < Tom, Uralsk < Urak— In a superficial overview we can find se-
veral 'name pairs’ that seem to originate from shene etimon. Nevertheless, in a
significant part of thenthere is no organic connection between the hydroagth
the settlement name, the village was not built wherstream bearing a similar
name can be found, etc. The fact that we can fireth lame pairs manifests only
the same name giving motive. A great many settlésnand waters can receive
their names, often independently of each otheer aftplant native at the water-
side or in the confines of the settlement, dgpjevka(hydronym) ~Lepjevo
(settlement name) #epe’alder’, Picajevka(hydronym) ~Picevka(s. n.) <pice
‘pinetree’, etc. (My examination of hydronyms exads these data.) Using data
found in Mordovia, | found 137 data pairs where vem suppose a hydronym >
settlement name genesis, thus about 10% of thersetit names of the Republic
of Mordovia can be considered of hydronymic origitore than two thirds of
them were formed by metonymic name extension,rtigans that the structure of
the hydronym having one constituent and the sestfermame, similarly having
one constituent, are isomorptsiga, Ama, Capamo, Insar, Karnaj, Lana, Pus-
ta, VeZgaetc.
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Javiejka, Jevejka),and on the basis of these | believe the Mordvimfoan
be listed without a question mark (it is similathe Old Hungarian worjb
found only in hydronyms, cBajo, Hej, Berettyd.

The Mordvin jov, jav/jevas, javashave only survived in geographical
names, and their appellative meaning disappearedgdine times, and they
were replaced by another word meaning 'river’,/By/dj (similarly to the
Hungarian6 ~ folydword pairs).

Different theories have been published on the osigif thelej//d]. VASMER
identifies it with the TurkisHi adjectival suffix meaningbeing provided
with sg.”, KORNILOV found a connection with the Chupej/jaj 'overflow;
flood’ words, and GRDEEVtraced the relationship with the Lithuanikieti
'flow, overflow’, liejikas’flood’ words. The recent technical literature find
correspondence in some Lapp dialects (~ Updkke'valley, basin’, LpL
liekke ~ lahlke 'a valley stretching far between two ridges’, LpKgNot
liekke 'valley’ < FW *laka 'river valley, depression’) (BRDEEV 1967: 183,
KORNILOV 1973: 98-99, UEW 685).

The [lejlldj is a “full member” of the Mordvin vocabulary, it rfos
compounds (e.dej-pra 'spring’) and derivated words (e.fgjre 'stream’)
(MdwWhb. 1100).

The lejlldj occurs in almost 200 names in the database of diftegn
hundred Mordvin hydronyms, compiled by me, thuss ithe most common
determinant of Mordvin names having two memberss Timost Mordvin”
determinant can be a great help in drawing theietmap of the Mordvin
people, sincdej/laj occurs not only inside the borders of today’s Rdipu
of Mordovia, but in the neighbouring areas, toal aan be recorded even in
more remote areas as a hydronym and as a settlenaané with a
hydronymic origin, as well. e.gBukalej, Cuvarlej, lielej, 1¥ej, Kavej,
Kudlej, Lipelej, Matalejka, Nelej, Tuniej, Varmdej, Veelej, Voddejka
(the district of Nizhnij Novgorod)Cuvarlej, 1¥ej, Javej, Tondej, Vdelej
(Chuvash RepublicKkarmalej, Lepdejka, Semiejka, Trugejka (the district
of Simbirsk), Kargalej, Picifejka, Urdejka, Viejka, Vigej (the district of
Penza);Baliklej, Liplaj, OF3j, Picelaj, Savifaj (the district of Tambov);
Pokdej (the district of Tula),La], Lajkwa (Komi Republic), Balakejka
(Ukraine) (BARASHKOV 1974: 21-22, BNILINA 1974: 116, MDROZOVA
1971: 208-209, RUBE 1967: 244, TRKIN 1975: 222). According to L. L.
TRUBE'S research (1975: 211-212) the highest numberpfas containing
the lej/la] determinant beyond the borders of today’s Repudili®lordovia
can be found in the southern part of the Nizhniygwrod district, mainly in
@@) Lukoyanov and Sergach areas, that is, in the andindvin populated @[ﬁ
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area. | found 58 settlement names with @4 constituent in the census
book of Penza published in 189@npasounas kxura no IlenzeHckoii ry-
O6epHrn Ha 1894 ron. Crnimcok HaceneHHbIX MecT IleH3eHckoH ryOepHuM.
Ilen3a). Projecting them onto a map, we can clearly $e¢ most of the
names occur in the northern dialects, and their bmimis gradually
decreasing towards the south. This frequency dathtlae spread of this
name type, which can be projected onto a map,Iglezatch the borders of
the original Mordvin populated territory.

The hydronyms with theej//dj posterior constituent can often become
settlement names. | found 65 settlement names twattain this
geographical determinant on the basisNaHEVATOV's dictionary. This is
about 5 per cent of the fifteen hundred settlemantes, thus we can regard
it a significant name type.

It is not worth publishing exact figures here bessaof the relativity of the
open corpus | studied, but the indicators, and gtoigns make possible the
description of certain tendencies. The etymologichstribution of
settlement names supports a significant Mordvirvagdence, | have found
the Mordvin common word for 90 per cent of the nantkat can be
etymologized, and only few are of Russian or Vdlgakish origin.

The anterior constituents of the names containiveg/e¢j//aj determinant
belong to diverse semantic groups. (When givinditiwuistic belonging of
etimons | mark only the Russian origin, but not Merdvin.) The most
common anterior constituents of the corpus arepthet and animal names,
e.g.Kami§ejka< Russiarkami§’rush, cane’Kuzej < kuz’spruce’; Leplej,
Leplejka< lepe’alder’; Picelejka< pice 'pinetree’; Pidla, Pigaj, Pi¥ajka<
pekse/pas lime-tree’; Tumdejka, Tumdej < tumo’oak’; and Cipiz/4j <
Russiarribis 'lapwing’, Kargo/ej < kargo’crane’.

Furthermore, the anterior constituent can refehéofollowing:

— the colour of the watesijalej, Sijalejka< sija 'silver

— the temperature of the wat&im/aj < ?ke/me’cold’

— the water being potabl§emiejka, Similejka< sime-’drink’

—its soundTurlejka< torno 'plash, gurgle’

—the size of the river or streatielej, lielejka, Neldj < ine 'big’

—the water outputSolagej < sola- 'melt’; Tunddejka < tundo 'spring’
(actually 'the water coming alive in spring, at amoeak’)

— the form of the wateWNidelej < vide 'straight’

—the material of the waterbediuvar’ejka, Suvakij, Suvarfej < covar
'sand’; Kev/ej < kev’stone’
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— the location of the watelk/ej < ikele 'being in the vanguardTrus/ejka<
troks, turksaccross’ (actually 'the stream flowing accross vilkage’)

— the economic activities along the watkkardalej < kardo 'stable, pen’;
Nava, Navej, NovoKejka < nava- 'immerse, ret (hemp)'Pangdej <
peige M ‘firewood, log’

— a building at the wateBer' lej < saflsed’'bridge’.

The anterior constituent can also be an anthropdii{anakiejka < Kanak,
Samo#ejka < Somaj) and a geographical appellative referring to a
hydronym (avejka, Jevejka < jov ’river, water’; Sengiejka < saygo
‘tributary, branching’Vetdj < ved 'water’).

The hydronyms with theej//a)j posterior constituent take part in the
adaptation processes, that is in the RussificabbiMordvin names. The
Russian hydronyms, because of the conformity Wighgender opexa, o-
oa, are feminine in general, and the non-Russian natsessubmit to this
constraint. The simplest way of the Russificatidntlee /ej//aj is the
adoption of the ka diminutive suffix (which could originally refer tthe
size of the water, but it has completely lost immidutive function by now,
and we can find names with tHea constituent in a high number among the
names of bigger rivers). The names with thiejka/{ajka posterior
constituent can become settlement names by metongriension in an
unchanged form (e.g.Javiejka, Kamidejka, KanakKejka, Lepejka,
Samotejka, Sengiejka, Tuméejka).

Very rarely is theej/laj a victim of phonological changes, and | found only
two lej/laj changes in the corpblava, but Navej; Pi§¥a, but Pi&/aj). The
reason for this could probably be the above meatidaxonomic constraint,
the “feminisation”, but we cannot exclude the pb#ity of errors coming
from the Cyrillic transcription.

b) KuZo/kus ’clearing’

A relatively small number of toponyms belong to ttiester of settlement
names containing thkuZzo/kuz constituent. This geographical appellative
can be traced back to the Finn-Permian basic layggua. Zyryan-Votyak
kuz 'clearing’ < FP *ku% 'barren, bare; barren place’. The word has
undergone a 'barren place’ > 'clearing’ semantiaraye in the Mordvin and
Permian languages BRESzTESL986: 74, UEW 678).

In the names | have substantiated, the anterigtitoant is always of Mord-
vin origin, e.g.Kamakuza < kalmécemetery’,Karigusi < kaist 'hemp’, Pi-
dingusi < pice 'pinetree’, Repakusi <fepe’area prepared for sowing3aj-
gusi< 34 M 'moorland, reeds’S¥ingusi < Sie 'edge, side, borderVerakusi
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< vere’'upper’. (The word has survived in the Mordvin Batient names in
-kusi, -gusiversions because of the phonetic and grammatilzgdtation.)

This determinant can appear in settlement nameboutitan anterior
constituent, as we said in the chapter on (plaiepggaphical names
becoming settlement names, in offic{@uZenka, KuSkiand non-official
names, Kuzo (offic. Novaja Pdang), MokSe: Kuzeia (Mordovskaja
Porana), Valda Kuza (Jasnaja Pma),as well.

c¢) Other geographical appellatives

There are several names among the settlement ram&sning a Mordvin
geographical appellative which can be substantiateohly few names. |
treat these in the same cluster for the sake @frizgtion. These settlement
names cannot be classified in different categodesthe basis of the
etymologies of their anterior constituent, becatlgeanterior constituent is
always of Mordvin origin in the case of each knastyimology.

erke/&ka’lake’ — Imerka <Eine 'big’, T'elimerki< felim 'winter dwelling’

latko/latks, lotka, ferke 'depression, gap, small valley where a stream’runs
—KaZlodka< kaZ’bad’, Suzelatka < sigij/ suzi 'capercaillie’

nal 'grove’ — thenal is a collective noun in the Moksha dialect, as wellz-
nal 'pine-wood’, tumanal’'oak forest’,pojunal 'trembling poplar forest’;
nal has only survived in geographical names, in a ctile noun
meaning, in other fields of the vocabulary it hae replaced bpulo
'grove’ —Nacenali < nacko 'wet, misty’

nefln&’ 'cape, promontory, estuary’ lageier, Inginé- < ingef/ingole 'the
one in the front, nearer’

pando/pand 'height, hill' — Picpanda< pice 'pinetree’

pulo’grove’ —Picepolonga< pic¢e 'pine’

§4j M 'moorland, reeds’ -Kargonzej< kargs 'crane’; Klemegej < ke/ho
‘cold’

ur ’hill’ — Piceuri < pic¢e’pine’

vir 'forest’ — Picevir < pice’'pine’.

1.2.2. Names having one constituent

a) (Plain) geographical names becoming settlemenames.This genetic

category is not too significant among the name#lofdvin origin, a few

dozen names can be classified here. The appeBatisestartig points of
settlement names can be classified into three s&imantic clusters:

— names belonging to the hydronymic semantic field). Arga < arga
'stony stream’;Derganovka< rerge 'moorland, swamp’;Junki < ?junge
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'stream, gully’; Letki < lerke (~ latko)depression, gap, small valley where a
stream runs’Songa < Songaa 'moorland’; Vedanci< ved 'water’;

— names denoting natural environment, &gpri < kopo* 'ridge, spine’;
Kuski, KuZenka kuzo'clearing’; LaSma< laSmo’depression, gorgeModa

< moda’land, surface’;Saif < saif M 'virgin land, cleared land: a cleared
but still unbroken area’;

—names describing the location and the charadtéheo settlement, e.g.
Morga < morgo’cleared land; new settlemenPprma< potmao’the interior,
the depth of something; heart of the woods'.

b) Names denoting a characteristicNames created by plain name-giving,
and elliptic construction belong to this clustehellambamo latkofresh
stream’, Sal /isma ’salty spring’, Saltomo /ej 'saltless river’, etc., two-
member structures characteristic of the Mordvirglaage lose their basic
constituent in certain cases. Thus, the procesbeatescribed like thiga-
pamol/ej (a name having two members created by syntagroatistruction)
> Capamo(a name having one constituent, formed by ellipsigp can
count with an ellipsis if the antecedent of the mamaving two members
also can be substantiated, and this is a hardniddrdovia, because of the
lack of charters, and centuries old documents. Maftgn a derivative
constituent (of Russian origin) points at the gapyical nature of the first
constituent remaining after the ellipsis, elfgpjevo< Lepe lej (< lepe
‘alder’, lej 'river’); Picevka< pice lej (< pice 'pine’). The settlement names
that can be classified into this cluster were @@dtom hydronyms in a
metonymic way in each case, and dropping the h@mistituent serves for
differentiating the two name types.

Because of this, it is not surprising that the aoteconstituents belong to
the semantic categories most caracteristic of hyans. They can be plant
names(ka/ 'willowtree’ > KaliSa, kuz’'spruce’ > Guzinci, /epe 'alder’ >
Novoje and Staroje Lepjevo, pekSdime-tree’ > ?Novoje and Staroje
PSeievo, pte 'pine’ > Picevka, P¢alovka, pojuM ’'trembling poplar’ >
Mordovskajaand Russkaja Pajevka, Pajevdhey can refer to the character
or some features of the wai@So’'white, clean’ >AkSov,capamo’sour’ >
Capamo, vefa 'small’ > Va#ia), to the quality of the grounttuvar/3uvar
'sand’ > Suvari), or to the economic activity at the wai@urta- 'scorch,
burn’ > Kurtaski,/ev8'lime-tree bark’ >Levza,evzenskij)etc.

1.3. Summary

I would like to highlight three aspects summarizthg chapter on Mordvin
settlement names of an appellative origin: oné&éssituation of the official
and the non-official names, the other is the qoastf the origin of the @[ﬁ
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anterior constituents, and the third is the char&astion of the typological
classes.

The relations of the official and non-official nams. It is difficult to define
the category of non-official names, because tharehle significant diffe-
rences between the numbers of the recorded anedig existing (spoken
language) data, but the two tendencies can benedthvell, in spite of their
relativity. The prevalence of the official namesamg the names having one
constituent, and among the names having two, whe#j and kuzo/kuz
are the basic constituents, is clear, that is,otfiginal Mordvin names still
remain members of the Mordvin—Russian toponymictesysafter the
Russian borrowing and adaptation. Contrary to tthie, names withbije,
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bijo, bujo andvele/vd’s posterior constituents have completely receded into

the non-official (Mordvin spoken language) spheaad they have been
replaced by the names having one constituent addrgane Russification.
This change involved only the names with an anthmgmic anterior
constituent, and with a possessive adjective stracihile the names with
a qualifying adjective structure (whose anteriongtduent usually refers to
the environment, the character of the settlemeavetbeen included in the
system of the official names, though adapted asmasformed. The fact that
the elliptic construction, which is alien to the Muin language originally,
can hardy be substantiated among the non-officaheas, deserves special
attention.

Etymological clusters of the anterior constituents. The anterior
constituents of the compounds are also of Mordvingim in the
overwhelming majority of the settlement names doinlg a geographical
determinant of Mordvin origin, that is there arerywefew “mixed”
compounds from an etymological point of view (nowlElvin anterior +
Mordvin posterior constituent). The mixed compouradsofficial hames
occur only in the group dkj/laj which is known in a wide area. Contrary to
this, the mixed compounds of non-official names barsubstantiated in the
possessive adjective structures: Russian or Tugkigfiroponym wedelve?s;
bije, bijo, bujo constituent; but the anterior constituents of Mand
etymology prevail here, too.

Typological classes of settlement nameStructurally the largest cluster of
settlement names of a Mordvin appellative origimsists of the names
having two members, created by grammatical contibrycand containing a
geographical appellative; in contrast, the proportiof names of one
constituent is much lower. While examining the naragRussian origin of
the region we can find a completely different pietumore than 60% of the

@@) names have an elliptic structure AMcsAk 1995: 107-108). There can be
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certain tension observed between the two typoldlgichfferent systems:
the Mordvin names of two members entering the Ruassettlement name
system are often adapted, and have an elliptictstrel (cf. e.gBoraz vée >
BaraSevo, Kekur vae > Kackurovo, Norad vEe > Narovatovoetc.).

2. Settlement Names of Anthroponymic Origin

The names created from an anthroponym play an iaporole in the
Mordvin settlement name system, besides the narfappellative origin.
There are some districts where the proportion ofdMim anthroponymic
settlement names exceeds 50% (the districts of TkemnAtyashevo), or
exceeds 40% (the districts of Kovylkino, Ardatovd. methodological
remark is needed here: | did not deal with the {official) Armej vée type
names here, among the settlement names of an patiymic origin, |
treated them as names formed by grammatical catistnu Here | only
survey the official anthroponymic settlement namihout a geographical
appellative, and having one constituent. It is & that there can be such
contradictions originating from the differences tife onomastic and
grammatical classifications, that themej vée settlement name appears in
the previous chapter, addmejevocreated from the formeappears in this
part. However, | regard the most important orgagigirinciple of my paper
the classification following onomastic categories.

The appellative settlement names originally commaiei some information
about the character, the location, the creatioe, lthguistic or ethnic

belonging, and the environment, etc., of the segi®. The anthroponyms
as settlement names communicate some completdratdif information.

First, they usually inform about the linguistic tweging of the geographical
name, provide a starting point in the chronologicfinition of the

beginning of the place: on one hand, by the daiatieg in historical

sources and almanacs about the owner of the setiteron the other hand,
the dominant name giving type of the region candéfined by onomastic
analysis. Secondly, these anthroponyms inform ueutalihe ancient
anthroponymic system (the overwhelming majority pfe-Christian

Mordvin names can only be found in toponyms), amouathe migration of
the population, too (because the new settlementsbée name of the
founder of the old village very often, with or watht a distinguishing
adjective).

The Mordvin anthroponyms (family names) have becsetdement names
taking Russian suffixes. The family names alwaysvdefrom the father’s
name, and not directly from the Mordvin appellasiva first names. Thus
e.g. theVerrakovsurname was not created from Wervak first name, and °
even less from the wordere 'boat’; in the same way, the direct starting@[ﬂj
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point of the nameirdajevis notkirdi 'patient’, and ofinZzevatovnot the
inZe 'guest’ appellative. So, the way of family namernfiation is:
appellative > first name > father's name > famignre. The last step in the
process is a change belonging to another categoryhe formation of
settlement names.

The settlement name suffix of Russian origin issbeond (maybe the third)
suffix already in the given name type because #mily name itself also
contains a suffix of Russian origin, and most oftem can find a Mordvin
suffix in the Mordvin first names, todKoc¢kur (Mordvin first name) >
Kockurov (father's name, family name) Kockurovo (settlement name).
Thus here theov/-jev, -in, -kinetc. suffixes are joined by the,--a, -i, etc.
suffixes. Sometimesovo, -jevo, -inogtc. can analogically be attached to the
Mordvin name directly.

The overview of the role of the anthroponyms in tbhponymic system
needs a brief description of the formation and tweent of the Mordvin
anthroponymic system.

Basically two tendencies characterised the Mordwithroponymic system

in its several centuries long history. One is thexlgal eclipse and extinction
of the original Mordvin names, and at the same tithe spread of Russian
(Christian) names. The other tendency (which alssamh the gradual

adaptation of the Russian system, at the time @&jreaticulate) resulted in

the extinction of the names having one constitusmmd, the gradual spread of
names having two, later three membewnss( otuecTBo, hammius).

The names of one constituent were used by the Niwgdefore the Russian
settlement. Today's Mordvin family names can beddhback to three
sources: the Mordvin names before the Christiajgyg. Parova); the
canonized names used by the Eastern ChurchA&xgkin); and the names
(actually of Russian origin) formed from Russianmooon words (e.g.
Kuziecoy (NIKONOV 1988: 128-129).

Here | deal with names belonging to the first poaftcourse. The majority
of these pre-Christian names go back to an appelairigin, and the
Mordvin suffix is added to the appellative. Thepnesent various semantic
categories, and | would like to describe some efrth(l list today’s family
name, or the one-time Christian form, next to therd&in common word
and its meaning; apart from this, there were, aag be other variants, too.)
I made the classification mainly on the basis akdgHIN 1961, 1969, 1973,
MoSIN 1984, NaD’KIN 1971, NkoNov 1980, 1986, 1988, dPov 1972,
TSYGANKIN 1983, 1989, ¥CHKANOVA 1985.
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— Physical, psychical featuremzo’scar; hare-lip’ >Arzajev, aSdwhite’ >
ASajev, e 'big’ > lx#evatkin, kemas, kastarproud’ > KaStanov, mazij
'beautiful’ > Mazajkin, od'new’ > Odo3kin, pardgood’ > Paro3kin, Pa-
rovat, Paranza, tazdnealthy, clean’ >Tazin.

— Kinship, sexava’mother’ > Avaskin, pijeboy’ > Pijanzin, pola'wife’ >
Polatov,rera father’ > T'eruskin.

— Parts of the bodke? 'hand’ > Kedin, pile 'ear’ > PilukSev, Plies, polda
'ancle’ > Poldomas, Poldaska, sudieose’ >Sudos, suifinger’ > Suraj-
Kin.

— Animal namearaks’cock’ > ArakSev, numoldrabbit’ > Numolov, ovto
‘bear’ > Ovtadejev, Ofta, seske ’mosquito’ >Seskin, tuvo’pig’ > Tuvaj-
kin, varaka'crow’ > Varakin.

— Plant namekuz’'spruce’ >Kuzankin,/epe’alder’ > Lepajev, surdmillet’
> Surafejev, tumdoak’ > Tumafejka.

— Place of birthkudo’house’ >Kudutkin, KudaSewar 'meadow, grass’ >
Naraj, 08 'town’ > OSin, OSajpaksa 'field’ > Paksevatkin, Pakdj, ringe
‘barn’ > T'ingajev, T'ingovat, vi 'forest’ > Viraskin.

— Date of birthisak 'yesterday’ >lsa8, nuje-'harvests’ >Nujat, NujakSov,
pivse-'threshes’ >Pivcej, valgo-(the Sun) sets’ ¥algomas.

— Order of birthkarma-’start’ > Karmajev, kavtotwo’ > KavtaZej, kolmo
‘three’ >Kolomasov, Kolman.

— The parents attitude to their childZze'guest’ >InZevat, kae- 'present’ >
KazZej, wo- 'expect’ >Ucevat,vecke-'love’ > Veckomas, Vékan.

— Objectskere 'scoop’ >Kecajkin, Ke'emasov, nalarrow’ > Naletka, @ko
‘trough, tub’ >Ockaj, piks'rope, string’ >Piksajkin,etc.

These clearly illustrate that there were a numbgrvariants of the
anthroponymgKecaj, Kecak, Kefat, Kefevat, Keemas, Kéemasko, Ké&ko,
Kecuna, Ke'us; Kirdan, KiFdanko, Kidevat, Kidus; Udaj, Uces, Wesko,
Ucevat, Wevatko),and the father's name was formed from the fornduse
exactly there and exactly at that time.

We can observe several Mordvin suffixes in theg@raponyms, the most
frequent are:Vj, -V§, -at/-ad, -V, -ka, dej/-daj, -mzal/-nza, -ak, -Vn, -al,
-mas, -pa, -Vs, -marf.he majority of these suffixes could originally ae
adjectival suffix, a diminutive suffix, or a voce#i ending. They first
became anthroponymic suffixes, then topoformantergmy the toponymic
system. With the adoption of the Russian topofotmiae. with adaptation,
these Mordvin suffixes got into an infix positiognd both their
anthroponymic suffix and their topoformant meanihgse become dim by
now. Some examples of the Russification of the Miordanthroponymic
settlement namegidad(act. Adas vde) > AdaSevo, Anaj > Anajevo, Bolda
> Boldovo, Kala > Kalasevo, Kamaj > Kamajevo, Kargas > Kargaéino,@[ﬁ
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Kocemas > Kdemasovo, K&un > Kocunovo, Kolomas > Kolomasovo,
Kopas > Kapasovo, Narovat > Narovatovo, Pdej> Paradejevo, Permej
> Permejevo, Polaj > Palajevka, Sufle Sudaevo, Tumas > Tumasovo,
Turdak > Turdakovo, Tustat > Tustatoweic.

Almost four hundred of the fifteen hundred settlainmames of the
Republic of Mordovia can be considered of Mordviigim. About a half of

the four hundred are of appellative, and the otief of anthroponymic

origin. The anthroponymic settlement names occur the highest

proportions in the eastern-north-eastern, and onghiwestern regions of the
Republic, at the same time there are hardly anydMuoranthroponymic

settlement names in the central part of the Republi

K. INZHEVATOV points at the fact thave can observe some correlation
between the time of the Mordvin settlement, therattar of the place, and
the number of the anthroponymic settlement nameser@l settlement
names are of Mordvin origin in one of the oldest rtan populated
regions, in the eastern—north-eastern part of theuBlic (in the Ardatovo
and Alatyr districts of the former Simbirsk goversiaip). This area was
covered with forests at the time of the settlemtd, and the traces of this
can be followed in the way of the settlement nanwing. The names of
different trees and groves, e{@umdejka, Pt'evka, Pépanda)have a less
distinctive role in the woodlands, so in areas likis, the settlements were
named after the patriarchal-clannish unity, thenttar, or the leader of the
vilage. We can mention names likArdatovo, AaSevo, BatuSevo,
Canrinka, Kabajevo, Kapasovo, kkurovo, Kuasovo, Siesi, etc. from this
region (NzHEVATOV 1971: 210-214, 1973: 210-215).
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