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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stagville is a late Gsorgian plantation house consisting of a two-story
side-hall-plan main block and an original ons-story wing with a rear shed
room. Both sections are of frame covered with molded weatherboards; much oﬂ
the brick foundation has been replaced, but the remaining original sections
are in English bond. A molded cornice caps the facades, and the door and
window fremes are molded. Tha molded window sills are unusually well-exe-
cutzd a5 are the heavy sills beneath the doors. The cntrance to the throg-
bay main block, in the south bay, consists of a double door bensath a tran-
som; each lsaf has three raissd pansls and, like doors throughout tha house,
is hung withLhinges. Protecving the entrance 1s a simple pedimented porch.
The wing is also three bays wide, with a central entrance sheltered by a
shed porch with early tapered posts surviving against the facade. At the
north end of the main block is a double-shoulder chimney of brick laid in
common kond; a sirgle-shoulder chimney rises at the end of the wing and
another heats the shed room of the wing. The rear entrance of the main ..
block is like th2 front but lacks a transom. The rear porch has a flat-
pangled ceiling, =nd nearby lie the fallen molded handrail and a porch
supnort octagona_ in ssction; the outline where they were attached can bhe

se=n on the elemernts still in place. The rear porch of the wing is like thd
front one and has its early posts.

a2 house continues the restrainsed yet robust Gaorclan
or and retains almost totally its original fabric.
znd raised-paneled doors are consistently employed,
ded Georgian moldings. The wainscot in the hall is
Dart*"ulﬂ 1y in : there is a lower ranga of vertical panels, be-

meth a vwery ?ﬁa/J syrmatrically moldsd rail; above this is a range of long
ho*lzonual panzls szrmownted by a more shalf-like rail. To the morth of the
hall is a single e room dominated by an impressive, rathar -vernacular
that, with its overmantel, occupies the large area betwesn the

tad pilasters flank the fire opening and reach to a moldsq

tends from window hsad to window head. A molded shelf
firs opening, and the overmantel consists of six broad
2 paﬁe7s occur between the pllaster§ and the windows.
his room has a single range of verolcal panmls, and tha s

2s window sills. -
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The stair risss at the rear of the hall The first flight, rising
1z the soulhern wall, is open, with a high closed string and paﬁeled

alox 2

spandirsl; thare appar DﬁtlJ"WSs nevar a balustradas ‘The second flight,
which runs south to north, is enclosed with a flush-sheathed spandrel and
panglsd soffit. Bensath the stair is a small door with two large panels.
At the second level tha stair well is protectsd . by a balustrade with a
heavy moldad rail carried on balusters and a post square in secuion. To
the front of ths stair hall at the sscond lsvel 1s a small unheated room
anddl to ths north is a sinzle large room. The wainscot has long panels
azzeh of which runs half the lsngth of each wall. The mantel fealtures a

[ i
lded architrave surmounted by a frieze with two pansls beneath a moldad
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The finish of ths wing is consistent with that of the main block. OF
particular interest is the full-height built-in cupboard, apparently original]
located in the hall of the wing backing up against the stair of the main
block. TIts side is flat-paneled and the rails and stiles feature robust
moldings rather like the chair rail in the main hall. The doors are also
flat-paneled and hung with H hinges. 1In the wing there are two small rooms
and a hall, and to the rear two shed rooms. Only the two south rooms ara
haated. The mantel in the front room features a molded architrawve and broad
overmantel extending from window to window, rsaching upward to saveral inchas
below the window haads. The mantel in the rear (shed) room has a molded
architrave surmounted by a single large pansl in the friezs.

GPO g21.724
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[ A Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[0 Commerce ) Liverature itarian

[} Communications ] Mitivoey D Theater

[C] Comservotion ) Musice D 'i'mnspur?otion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stagville, the home of ths 1mnortant Benpehan and Cameron fanllles,
is a restrained late Georgian plantation house, with exterior and interior
finish combining a stylistically conservative retention of robust Gsorgian
forms with excallent crafismansnip. The simplicity and dignity of the
building, coupled with the remarkably complete survival of the original
fabric, maks it ons of the most significant examples of its period in the
state.

Stagville was the home of Richard Bennehan, merchant, planter, and
the University of North Carolina. According to

lMr. Bennshzn (R_churd), of Petersburg, was selected by Mr. Wh.
schnston, 2 rich merchant of Hillsboro, to take charge of his
country sicre cn ”Tau River. By strict integrity, intelligence

and good r—az=zam2nt, as well as by marriage, he accumulated a
large - estzia, which dascended ©o his son, Thomas D. and daughter
Eebecca, who married Judge Duncan Camsron.

,3_.

r frem Johnston to Bennehan dated 1771, which suagestsA

There is a letter

their business relationship existed at least as early as that date.

B:q_,qan llved nzar the ¥lat River, "on the road bstween Hillsboro and
ispensaed 2 bounteous hospitality." He must have become a -

pe“sun of 1mp4r and rssponsibility by 1776 when the Provincial
Congress appointed him a commissioner for holding elections for delegates
from Orange County to that .congress. In 1777 he was commissionasd a justice
of the peace by Governor Richard Caswell. .

ths young merchant's early visitors was James Iredell who
sl »e in 1778. TIredell, North Carolina's attorney general during
the Revolution apd later a Unlted Statas Supreme Court Justice, wrote hlS

f ennehan "attacked us with such hospitable earnsstnsss . . .
-were decmaed to spend the whole day there--and a vsry agreeabls
" William R. Davie, Revolutionary gensral, membar of the

isited Bannshan, as is evidenced by tha dateline of a letter of 1795.
ing to the United States Census of 1790, Bennehan owned 2,355 acres
ed twenty~-four slavas, the largest numbsr in the county.
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qvantlon, governor, and "Fathser of the University of North Caroliha,
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The present Stagville plantation house was built by Richard Bennshan in
1799, according to the research of Professor Richard Saunders of Duke Universi
Saunders cites a tax list of "the early 1800's" which accurately describes the

present house:

Dwelling house erected on the first mentioned land of tha following
demanions: 32 feet long, 22 wide, two stories. A wing annexsd. One
story 21 fest by 16 with a shed adjg the wing 10 feet wids and a
passage 12 fest. The above described dwelling was erected in 1799.

In a county which from the beginning was composed mainly of small farms,
Bennehan's holdings in 1800 amounted to 4,065 ucres, wmaking him the sscond
largest land owner. With forty~-four slaves he ownzd more than anyons elss in
the county. In 1801 his son Thomas D. Bennshan was ons of nins graduates of
ths University of MNorth Carolina. The father had bsen made a trustee of that
institution in 1799, while his son becams a trustes in 1812 and sarved as
such for thirty-fivs years. Thomas D. acguired Stagville at his father's
death in 1825, and continued the successful operation bsgun by his father.
(Othsr of Richard's propsrty had gone earlisr to Duncan Camsron, who had
married Richard's daughtsr Rebscca and established a major plantation nearby a
Fairntosh.) When Thomas Bennehan died in 1847, about 5,000 acress including
Stagville was devisad to his nephew Paul C. Cameron (Duncan's son), onz of ths
state's leaders in wealth and agricultural industry. Seven thousand acres
more he devised to a niece, bul the land was ultimately added to the Paul
Cameron estate, swelling it to perhaps 30,000 acres. The will left more than
300 slaves to be divided. -

Stagville remained in the Cameron family until it was sold to Liggett and
Myers Tobacco Company, Inc., whose property it now is. :

- GPO 921.724
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" tional Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law

89-655), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procecures set
forfh by the Natiormal Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this pomination is:

National! (7} State [ Local [

— '1 \\.,l -
( ANy OS :~"'Z ( "C./"‘
He G. Jones |

Name

Title Stata Historian/Admi rj_é'hf-g | eyl

8 May 1973

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Mational Register. \

Director, Ofiice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Dute

ATTEST:

Keepec of The Naticnal Ragistar

GPO w3l.994

mm

SO




STATF

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE®IOR

Farm 10.2300a
uuwivm) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE North Caroliia
MATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ‘3051']\‘;\’
. ham
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM o YT R

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Vurmber all entelos)

9,

Durham County Records, Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina
(Subgroups: Dseds, Wills).
Hoyt, William H., editor. Papsrs of Archibald D. Murphy. Raleigh: E. M.

Uzzell and Company, 191L. , :
Tefler, Hugh Talmage and Wager, Paul, editors. Orange County 1752-1952.
Chapal Hill, North Carolina: The Orange Printshop, 1953. .

McCree, Griffith, Jr. Life and Correspondence of Jamss Iredell. New York:

D. Appleton and Company, 1857.

Orange County Records, Orange County Courthouse, Hillsborough, North Carolina,

Office of the Register of Deeds.(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). v
Orange County Records, Offics of Archives and History, Raleigh, North.Carolina

(Subgroups: Deseds, Wills).

GPO 921.724




NP SIE AN, /1) ;'fﬁjaf\ B
PR SN i A TS v?’/%xj.\
Stagvill
SeR. 100k
Durham vicinity
norith Carolina

USGS Map, Durham north quadrangle
Scale: 1: 62,500 /
Date: 1951 £k

Latitude Longitude
degrees minutes seconds degreses minutes seconds

36 o7 01 78 16

—

50

y 73> Cr e
S / -
/ 0}1 ANVILLE i !

'

led \('KI\C'\.X“\ 7

RN
/el




