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(Ch¢ck On",,) 

o Good o Fair o De ted oro t~d o Ruin:; o Une><po,'iled 
~-----------------------------~ C'Ji'iDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

B Alt~red 0 Unaltered o Moved Ej' Origin~l Site> 

DEseRI BE THE P~2SENT AND ORIGINAL. (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

Stagvi.lle is a late Ge orgian p'lantation house consisting of a h'TO-StOlJl 
side-hall-plCL~ main block and an original one-story wing 'Hith a rear shed 
room.. Both sec tions are of frame covered ~Ti th molded ~Tea therboards; much oj. 
the brick foundation has been replaced, but the remaining original sections 
are in English bond~ A molded cornice caps the facades, and the door and 
1;·Tindon fra.1i1es are molded. The molded windoH sills are unusually 1:-lell-exe­
\:uted J.S are the heaiJY sills beneath the door's.. Tho entrance to the thrco- I 
bay main block, in the south bay, consists of a double door beneath a tran­
som; each leaf has three raised panels and, like doors throughout the house, 
is hung tdthLbinges.. Protecting the entrance is a simple pedimented porch .. 
The 1;D.ng is also three bays wide, 1:d th a central entrance sheltered by a 
shed porch with early tapered posts surviving against the facade.. At the 
north end of the main block is a double-shoulder chimney of brick laid in 
corrlYr..on bondj a si!:.gle-shoulder chimney rises at the end of the "t,Jing and 
another heats the shed room of the wing.. The rear entrance of the main:. 
block is like the front. but lacks a transoffio The rear porch has a flat­
p~~eled ceiling, ~~d nearby lie the fallen molded handrail and a porch 
support octagon21 in section; the outline 1;l]'here they were attached can be 
seen on the eleme:c.ts still in place.. The rear porch of the lving is like th 
front one a.id has:' ts ee.rly posts .. 

The" interior c£ the house continues the restrained yet robust Georgian 
charac t.er of the s~~'?.:'2.0r ai'1d retains almost totally its original fabric. 
Flat-paneled Hains'3J"'.:s a...nd raised-paneled doors are consistently employed, 
corrrbinad -;;·ri.th hea-:7j ::'01J,.;.'2.d9d Georgian moldings.. The wainscot in the hall is 
particula.rly inter2-3-=:.ng: there is a low'er r&.'1ge of vertical panels, be­
ne2.th a vary 113a"';l.;I ~jr:.r::~trical+y molded rail; above t.his is a range of long 
ho::,izontal pai.1.els .s-.::.I72oun~ed by a more shelf-like rail.. To the l:!orth of th 
hall is a single 1 !:r-rge room dominated by a.D impressive,' rather-vernacular 
lTi':lntel that., 1;'Ti tl: its ov-armCLYltel, occupies the large area between the 
Hi.c.do~·rs.. Hide fluted pilasters flank the fire opening and reach to a' molds 
de~til corn.ice that extends from ljvindow head to window head.. A molded shel 
appe,:c::..rs over the fire opening, and the overmantel consists of six, broad 
panels; th..x'ee similar pan.els occur be tween the pilast.er~s ,and the ~rindmvs .. 
The Hainscot in t~s r~om has a sL.'1gle range of verticaX panels, and the 
chair rail servss as 'trrndo'tJ sills. 

The stair rises at the rear of the hall. The first flight> riSing 
along t..~8 southern ".,21.1, is open) wi th a high closed string and -Palleled 
SIJ2.J:lc1."6l; t~e:re apparently Has never a bcliustrade .. ,llie second flight, ' 
uhich rUY'13 SC1..ith to north; is enclosed Hith a flush-sheathed spandrel and 
peDaled soffi t. Beneath the stair is a STTtall door '1;,Ji th 1:.1'10 large pa.nels. 
At the seco~1d level the stair i;'Tell is protecta,j, by a balustrade Hith a 
h82:VY molded rail carried on balusters and a post square in sec tion. To 
the front of th'3 stair hall at the second level is a small unheated room 
a.YJ.d to the no:cth is a sir.gle large roomo The Hai.nsc ot has long panels 
8~.ch of ~Ihich YlU1S half the length of each Ha~lB The m2.n-cel features a 
molded c:x'::;hitraV8 St1YIl10tL."1.ted by a friGzG Hi th tt,TO panels beneath a molded 
3.h'31f~ 
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The finish of the 1'Ting is consistent -YQ th that of the main bl.ock or 
particular interest is the full-height built-in cupboard) apparently original 
located in the hall of the wing backing up against the stair of the main 
block.. Its side is fiat-paneled and the rails and stiles feature robust 
moldings rather like the chair rail in the main hall.. The doors are also 
flat-paneled and hung Hi th H hinges In the 1-ring there are t~lO small rooms 
and a hall, and to the rear tHo shed rooms.. Only the t"f,-JO south roams ;lTA 

heated.. The mantel. in the front room features a molded arc hi trave and broad 
overmantel extending from window to "tvindov-r, reaching up~'Jard to ssveral inches 
below the window heads.. The mantel in the rear (shed) room has a. molded 
arc hi trave surmounted by a single la.rge pa.nal i.n thA frieze. 
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Abor iginol 0 Educoti Of! 0 Politicol 0 Urban Planning 

0 Pre),; storie 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi_ 0 Othl!t~ (Sp€u::I 11') 

0 Hi 0 I ndu§ try lo§ophy 

0 AgrtculturllW 0 Invention 0 
Q9 A(chj1'!J!ctur~ 0 Landscape 0 SculptUfl!> 

0 Art Archi lecture 0 Social/Human-

0 Comme.rce· 0 literature itar;cm 

0 Communications 0 Mililory 0 Theat!!'r 

0 CO" :ld!!trvotion 0 Music; 0 T ronsportotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Stagvi.lle J the hon:e of the important Bennehan and Cameron s 
is a restrained late GsorgiaYJ. plantation house wi th exterior and interior 
finish combining a stylistically conservative retention of robust Georgian 
forms 1iTi th eXC'3l1ent craftsmanship The simplici ty and digni ty of the 
building, coupled ~·ii.th the reT.1arkably complete survival of the original 
fabric, make ~t one of the most significant examples of its period in the 
state 

stagville :';2.3 the home of Richard Bennehan, merchant, planter -' and 
eCJ-Ily benefact:::=- of the University of North Carolina According to 
historiaG Ke~? Battle, 

11:- .. Belli~e~~~n (Richard), of Petersburg, "LiaS selected by Hr .. Wm .. 
~O~Lston> 2. ~ich merchant of Hillsboro, to take charge of his 
country store on Flat River. By strict integrity, intelligence 
and good -'-::o-;~g~23:lt, a,s Hell as by marriage, he accumulated a 
la:ge' eS7zte, 'iinich descended to his son, Thomas D .. and daughter 
Rebecca, 1",-ho Til2Yned Judge Duncan CamsTono 

I L~ere is a letter ircm Jolli'1ston to Bennehan dated 1771, which suggests 
their bu~"iness relationship existed at least as eC?..rly as that date" 
Banneh2.-rJ. lived near t..h.e Flat River, lion the road b9t~T8en Hillsboro and 
Raleig.:.1-J. a..'"ld dispensed a bOlmteous hospi tali tyo" He must have become a 
pe:rs()n of impcrt2-71ce and re sponsibili ty by 1776 when the Provincial 
Congress appointed him a cowJ~ssioner for holding elections for delegates 
from Orange County to t.~2.t .congresso In 1777 he Has commissioned a justice 
of the pe2ce by C~vernor Richard Cam~ell~ 

P-"0.0ng the young Rerchant 1 s early visitors was James Iredell Hho 
lodged t~3~ in 1778@ Iredell, North Carolina's attorney general during 
the Revol~J.tion and later a United States Supreme Court Justice, "t-Trote his 
1··Jife th2.t Benrleh2-.l.'1 Itattacked us Hi th such hospi table earnestness ,. • .. 
[LL-':"GJ;:J!~Y lJSre doomed to spend the 1vhole day there--and a very agreeable 
one i t ~,{2.S c> " HilliaT.1 R .. Dav-"ie, Revolutionary ge neral, member of the 
Fed.::!I'e.l CU:QventioTI, governor, and If Father of the Universi.ty of North Caroli a, n 
also 'nsited Benn8han, as is evidenced by the dateline of a letter of 1795. 
According to the United States Censlls of 1790, Bennehan milled 2,355 acres 
cmd OHLed tvi8nt;)T-four slaves, the largest nwnber in the county .. 
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The present. Stagville plantation house was built by Richard Bennehan in 
1799, according to the research of Professor Richard Saunders'of Duke Universi y. 
Saunders cites a tax list of lithe early 1800's" which accurately describes the 
present house: 

Dwelling house erected on the first mentioned land of the fol1o~nng 
demenions: 32 feet long, 22 wide, t~-lO stories.. A winganne,xed.. One 
story 24 feet by 16 with a shed adjg the ifTing 10 feet w--:tde and a 
passage 12 feet.. The above described dwelling 't,[as erected in 1799 .. 

In. a county '\;>Thich from the beginning vias composed mainly of small farms) 
BSI1.nehan's holdings in 1800 &Il.ounted to 4,065 0.81"6;:)) -[,laking him the second 
largest land OWner.. With fort.y-four slaves he mm9d more t..h.an anyone else in 
the county.. In 1801 his son Thomas D .. Bennah8.~ 'Has one of nine graduates of 
the University of Ho::-th Carolina.. The father had been made a t.rustee of that 
insti tution in 1799" 'uhile his son became a trustee in 1812 and served as 
such for thirty-fi'!3 years. Thomas D.. acquired Stagville at his father I s 
death in 1825, and sontinued the successful operation begun by his father. 
(Other of Richard I s property had gone earlier to Duncan Cameron, 't·rho had 
married Richard f s daughter Rebecca and established a major plantation nearby a:~ 

Fairntosh .. ) Hhen Thomas Bennehan died in 1847:J ahout 5,,000 acre s including 
Stag"'illle 1'Tas devised to his nephew Paul C.. Car:isron (D ... u1can f s son), ODe of th9 
state r S leaders in ~realth and a.gricultural industry,. 0even thousand a,c:r'ss 
more he devised to a nieca., but the land vJas ultimately added to the Paul 
Cameron estate, SHelling it to perhaps 30,000 2.cr8S~ The ivill left more th~ln 
300 slaves to be di \Tided..' ' 

Stagville reTI1.3ined in the Cameror.. family u~'1til it Has sold to Liggett ane 
Hyers Tobacco Co;:npil.-ny, Inc .. , whose property i t nO~'T is. 

GPo ') 2 I _ 72-\ 



Research by Charles BIlL"':lo) Jr , survey specialist; architectural descrip­
tion by Catherine 1.f. Cockshutt, survey supervisor 

Battle, Kemp P .. , editor "Willi8Jn Richardson Davie: A Nemoir lT " Jcmles 
Sprunt Historical Honograp}~ No .~I" C'napel Hill The Univers:kby 
Press, 1907 

Clark, Walter, editor.. The State Records of North Carolina.. Goldsboro, 
North Carolina: Nash Brothers, 1904 .. 

Durham C01.Ll1ty Records, Durham County Courthouse, Durham, North Carolina, 
Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills) .. 

LATI rUe);:: ANi:? L()NGITUDE; CqORDINATES 

DEFIN!NG A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PR00I?FlTY 

CORNER 

NW 
NE 
SE 
.'.'1 

o 

o 

o 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

o 

o 

o 

o 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NO~.IINATED PROPERTY; 

STATE: CODE 

STATE: CODE 

STATE: coos 

STATE: CODE 

NAME AND TI TL E: 

o 
R 

l.:!:;.NT;:'R POINT OF A PHOPERTY 

___ ,"",,)?~.$ T'1At:i...Llf~ACRE5 ,_._ . 

LA'rlTUDE LONGITUDE 

Minu~'!!s S.:!conds Degrees Minut!1s Seconds 

9 acres 

COUNTY COOS 

COUNTY: COos 

COUNTY: CODE 

COIJNTY: COD2; 

Survey and Pl~nn.ing.-.-::L:::n:::.,:::·:...:t=-,_~ __ , _______________ ~ __ """"",:::; 
. ~ATE . OR G ANI Z.A TI ON 

O.t:' ,.,. f II -. ' • d :.7- • ,_ 8. Na',! 1.(j~ '"73 .LIlee 0 1:-lYCfi1.VeS .2]": nlSlJOry :'----'~ ___ -I 
STR:=:ET AND NUM8ER: 

109 East Jones Street 

As the designated State Liaiso!l Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 

39-665), I hereby nomim'lte this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cer:ify that it has heen 

pvaluated aCGordi.~ to the c-.i.~erb and proceeu res set 

forth by the National Park SerVlce. The n'commended 

level of sign Lfica r:ce of t:"1.S nomiTllltion is: 

National 0 State !.ZI Local 0 

Title 

Dctte 8 l1a~r 1973 

I 
I 

I 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa 1 Register. 

Director, Officd of ArcheoI0.<'~y and I:!istoric Prese-rv"Ition 

I ! D':I~e ___ _ 
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Durham Coanty Records, Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

Hoyt, \'Jilliam He, editor .. Papers of Archibald D. Hurphy.. Raleigh: E .. ~I .. 
Uzzell and Company, 1914. 

Lefler, Hugh Talr:1:tge ~"1d \vEl.ger, Paul, edi tors.. OrCL.'1g3 COtmty 1752-19.52 .. 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina: The Orange Printshop, 1953" 

f.i!cCree" Griffith, Jr. Life and Correspondence of James Iredell.. NellT York: 
D.. Apple ton and Company, 1857. 

Or&~ge County Records, Orange County Courthouse, Hillsborough, North Carolina, 
Office of the Register of Deeds.. (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills) .. 

Orange COlli"1ty P~cords, Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, North. Carolina 
(Subgroups: Beeds, v'Tills) .. 
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