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Jnanpith Award

presentation to

Akkitham Achyuthan Namboodiri
: on 24.09.2020

. Devayanam (Residence of Akkitham) at 12 Noon



S il e

: BHOB TVABHIAD
Bharatiya Jnanpith MO0 B0 Al a]

HORIONINM AULOH)EIMHOZ GEW®IW MOMIGVITV(@AISHHUIMOBIL)HSW)o,

010010 WlBH20W MEMa0ODING allBmnIICAmMINSVI0, VaOMAOW AOMAIlE:@OENIOW
OmeNesW)o ERYAlatid:0la] 2L1VO8HAll (U01.GRESIOMo @RAIOMMM)@IG]

55-00® 261M0Mall0ajOMI &AM @RBOMOWIBIEH)IM). AN BIHUMHSIOE
MVOa0I® §68BUBHE @OMYLILA0W TVORIAIMEU MMM af)PIOM)0BHS LIE1HH)IM
al@ERIM @Al BHO0RI6M 26m0Malloo. RLIVISOMIM) @ERESCMOT]LNHS
e1El2{l01E0) N @RYOIDD® LEMIMallonl)OIVE00R06M.

GQIBMOMIEBHSW)o GIVIHIAITY @YWEBHSVI0 BOYEAIINEI TVI00U01H:G1H6)EW)o
RNalloomlenoe moadlmyemleno ald:30m)d®)o §alP® MM UI3aHUMOW
S0loem @REHIOMo @RI} MMMMN@IBIOW) 26mIMalloMIden@aLAIG)
MNO1B:HIB6)aMN). @RUIB:00(IGQINODIM)0 N0 21)aHEMEBBUIHN )0
QNEW®OIBIMM B)BENIIAMAHIEGOIS @RBAYRIV NAD al)LIGA®)IMNAIWOM
@REROOMINMR ©21MHHU3. @O 2ailz] BHOLIODIOM BDSBaHOBW0 alMBHOBW)0
GQ0a0BONEBOSWV)0 DUIBHIP2IGWINSWIo BRMIMIAIGOMINSWIo BREGZa0O
021N @RAlatisGla)). allo)ELERIN BQEMISOIGE EGIANOARAM

@RYUOWEEBOS HANlMWIOS (A1l Il EENIDWOoHEIENE @BEGa00 MVAMIWIajla)).

M0aSI®yOmI@ 20(@ael, Rlaloomlene @le:6m 2T3al®ladiem)aElo)an) @pEGa0o.
@PV1GOM02J0SMo, MMUGIGIM(@1H:8)0S OMMAMoO DD ELIDW VIR0 al@]aH &6
(V026BB8)OS M)Wl WIGE BPREGA00 DENROWIOIAM).

DO JM ©6AUBHaI00MIOYOB]OG MRILEBOS HOOM)TV)GH]l2|Ca]dP)o,
SOLIOMIMMAVE]2] @GRAI A)®)H06|ESMNEMINEMAN RMIWlaI®IEMNIdWo @REGa00
OOV} B2}, MO} WIBH20Q TVEMao@mOm WI®yMIdaaelalD@emalwosnm
BRBNN Mo AN D BHOSB (ald>0UdRIMAIHN)MN D).

2020 ®ATVAI®oNIB 24 AILOPIFal Da|TH6) 12 BEVIBE GCRAFCOODIHG

HJOOMENHO AUND@IVIGBAIaf) MSHNN LISIORAOW 21S6EEIGIAIa] DIDIWOS
alEEROM@AIW MVOACI®NIA0)A®] @REFAOOMIM MVAGA {lBH)BWOEM).
900lW-19 220000C1OVWEMSBIN Hald®)alB1aloSIH:ud TMocalSlaflen)andlecl
IO @] U3H)S] BMEROLISITMIMI®. DamnyWleel ;y$jaInd
M2a01® Gl B:8)0SW)o MIEMaNIBOEBUS MDD al)OTVBHI0CMIENHS BRGFAOOIM
0B2000M HF1VW)M®IG3 M6EBUBH @REIROMAI0 210CIMIBMNYQNM)6NE.

006m1 RG22 vag.ag.apay.  2AVIAV aleRBA HRVM  aVIan) GRaIGCEINH HRWd
DAV 501, AVIAV D001 Qlds)a] (atavlavad 20emeRles (squl
o™ 1w 2emomaliloavol] B 1 2e1>0Matloavalo]



olmycalenslzlaim
30a0laf1s)am) MIBWI@3He)S]
a@@IAMIOIWM WOV -
O®10)aN) @M 21M)aHSWod)S],

aBO@®IMIMI®)LIY0 ald]-
a10QIN?0,W(U0)TV)OLMELIOO®
EDOLIOM)0 (6NIaAIEMD-

9a]oSIOM (o126 alale@id)a00OmIaE,

BRO®IOM-a|OQOMB-
OMIOM-WIMITMVo M)A MlOWe;1G3
306MO|HS00) HOBAD-

20071 MlYMM}eH®Og) MVAQAH)o.

@ROWOBHOIMY0 AUSOO-
mowileejmoenalel 3)36.ilenoa,

mSeMa0omIaN) AIoMilG3-
o6 elclenyan) M3 mldenjowo.

2®ODMMIBHIENA0GS,
QM)ROOANICA, HOEIMI0H6)EIMND:
M10)a10WlE:a00 MIEMado
W36 a]051686183MM) Haldames!

(@Ro®Iomo, AM)atavanlwlwilosd)

STHUIS TREPR TIRIE

24.09.2020 zﬁr




< =
Government of Kerala
Bharatiya ]nanpith Department of Cultural Affairs

Shri Akkitham Achyuthan Namboodiri, who expressed the angst of the times
through his unique philosophical vision, unconditional love and

profound humanist perspective, won the 55th Jnanpith, the highest

literary price that honours writers of any of the scheduled Indian

languages for their outstanding contribution to Indian literature.

Akkitham is the sixth Malayali writer to receive the award,

instituted by the Bharatiya Jnanpith.

The award citation observes that Akkitham is a towering poet who

imbibed Vedic tenets and socialist principles with equal élan and

manifested them in his life and literature. His works testify his exceptional
commitment to the poor and the marginalized, exploited by power and
authority. He insightfully wrote about the disillusionments, anguishes and
dejections of his times and creatively fused the seemingly contradicting ideas
with the universal essence of poetic genius.

A noted social reformer, Akkitham was in the forefront of movements to
eradicate untouchability and to emancipate Namboodiri women.

Even while pursuing the values of Indian Vedic traditions, he incorporated
progressive ideas of inclusiveness and democratic

discourses in his larger vision.

We are proud and delighted to present Akkitham with the Award at a simple
ceremony to be held at his house in Kumaranellur, Palakkad, Kerala on
September 24, 2020 in compliance with Covid-19 protocols.

On behalf of you all, we wish the poet good health and more creative vigour.

Rani George IAS Justice Vijender Jain Sahu Akhilesh Jain
Secretary President Managing Trustee
Department of Cultural Affairs Bharatiya Jnanpith Bharatiya Jnanpith
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Programme

September 24, 2020, at 12.00 noon
at Devayanam, Kumaranallur

Shri Madhusudan Anand, Director, Bharatiya Jnanapith
to deliver the welcome speech online

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala
Shri Pinarayi Vijayan
will inaugurate the function and present the Jnanpith online

Minister for Cultural Affairs
Shri A.K. Balan
shall be the chief guest
and present the award on behalf of the Chief Minister

Smt. Prathibha Rai
(Jnanpith laureate and chairperson, Jnanpith Selection Committee)

Shri M.T. Vasudevan Nair
(Eminent writer and Jnanpith laureate)
to grace the occasion online

Book release
(A Pictorial Biography of Akkitham)

Akkitham Achyuthan Namboodiri
will deliver the acceptance speech

Mr Debabrata Goswami
(PRO, Bharatiya Jnanpith) to deliver the vote of thanks

Gracious presence:
Shri E.T.Muhammed Basheer (MP), Shri V.T. Balram (MLA),
Shri D. Balamurali (District Collector, Palakkad),
Shri Vaisakhan (President, Kerala Sahitya Akademi)
Smt. Sindhu Mavara (President, Kappur Grama Panchayat)

Shri Madampu Kunjukuttan, Dr Chathanath Achuthanunni

Dr K.P.Mohanan (Secretary, Kerala Sahitya Akademi)
Shri T.R. Sadasivan Nair (Director, Directorate of Culture)
Shri V.T.Vasudevan, Shri Prabhavarma, Prof.M.M.Narayanan
Shri Alankode Leelakrishnan, Shri P.P.Ramachandran, Shri P. Surendran
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Major works

Poetry collections

Veeravadam, Valakkilukkam, Desasevika, Madhuvidhu,
Panchavarnakkilikal, Manasakshiyude Pookkal,
Manoratham, Kuthirnna Mannu, Anchu Nadodippattukal,
Irupatham Noottandinte Ithihasam, Oru Kula Munthiringa,
Arangettam, Anaswarante Ganam, Idinjupolinja Lokam,
Vennakkallinte Katha, Sancharikal, Kadambin Pookkal,
Unnikkinavukal, Madhuvidhuvinu Shesham, Oru
Kudanna Nilav, Karathalamalakam, Balidarshanam,
Nimishakshethram, Akkithathinte Theranjedutha
Kavithakal, Amrithaghadika, Alangattamma, Kalithottilil,
Sparshamanikal, Shlokapunyam, Samanwayathinte
Akasham, Dharmasooryan, Akkitham Kavithakal:
Sampoornna Samaharam, Anthimahakalam

Drama: Ee Edathi None Parayu
Short stories: Kakkappullikal, Avathalangal

Essays: Upanayanam, Samavarthanam, Shrauthashastra
Parambaryam, Hridayathilekku Nokki Ezhuthoo,
Ponnani Kalari, Sancharibhavam, Kavithayile Vrithavum
Chathuravum, Kavitha Oru Valiya Sathyamanu,
Akkithathinte Gadyalekhanangal in 3 volumes (Sahithi,
Samskriti, Smriti)

Translations: Srimad Bhagavatham, Sagarageetham-
Sagarasangeetham by C.R. Das, Telugu stories by R.C.
Sharma, Sanskrit-Malayalam dictionary, Uttarpara Speech
by Shri Aurobindo



AWArds

Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award
Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award
Odakkuzhal Award

Writers Co-operative Society Award
Ulloor Award

Ashan Award

Antharjanam Award

Vallathol Sammanam
Krishnageethi Puraskaram

Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award for Overall
Contribution

Krishnashtami Award
Deviprasadam Award

Sanjayan Award

Padmaprabha Award

K.P. Narayana Pisharody Award
Amrithakeerthi Award

Abudhabi Malayalali Award

Panthalam Keralavarma Raja Award
Jnanappana Poonthanam Award

Kabir Prize

Balamaniyamma Award

Ezhuthachan Award by Ezhuthachan Samajam
Agnihothri Award

Raikva Rishi Award

Ezhuthachan Award by the Government of Kerala
Mathrubhumi Literature Award

Sanjayan Award by Malayala Pathasala
Vagbhadananda Award

Kesavan Nair Memorial Award

Murtidevi Award

Tomyas Award

Vayalar Award

Nalappadan Award

Tagore Award by Kendra Sahitya Akademi
K.P. Keshavamenon Award

Kunjunni Mash Award

Thrissur Thekke Madom Acharya Ratna Puraskaram
Padmashri Puraskaram

Bharatiya Jnanpith \




HONouUrs

Sahitya Nipuna and Suvarna Mudra by Sanskrit College, Thripunithura
Sahitya Ratna and Suvarna Mudra by Sanskrit College, Pattambi
Pandita Ratna by Kochi Viswa Sanskrit Prathishtan

Kerala Sahitya Akademi fellowship

Honorary D.Litt. from Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam University

Travels

Visited USA, Canada, UK and France

Translated works

Irupatham Noottandinte Ithihasam (to English): EM] Venniyoor

Irupatham Noottandinte Ithihasam (to Hindi): Gopal Jain

Irupatham Noottandinte Ithihasam (to Telugu): L.R.

Akkitham Kavithakal (to French): Jadcq Jouet, Dominic Busset and Geetha
Krishnankutty

Akkitham Ki Pratinidhi Kavitayen (Hindi): UKS Chauhan

Beezveen Shatabdi Ki Itihas aur Anya Kavitavon: V.K. Hariharan Unnithan
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Akkitham Achyuthan Namboodiri {
Born on March 18, 1926 in Kumaranellur, Palakkad to Akkitham Vasudevan . ,’{
Namboodiri and Chekoor Parvathi Antharjanam, Akkitham Achyuthan Namboodiri
got trained in Sanskrit, Rig Veda and astrology at a younger age. He started writing
poetry when he was eight. After completing his high schooling at Kumaranellur,
he joined Zamorin College, Kozhikode and served as an All India Radio official
from 1956 to 1985. He was the editor of landmark Malayélgm magazines | |

Unni Namboodiri, Yogakshemam and Mangalodayam. He also served as Director,
Sahitya Pravarthaka Sahakarana Sanghom and vice-president, Kerala Saﬁitya‘
Akademi. ’ 4 i

Spouse : Sreedevi Antharjanam |
Children : Parvathi, Indira, Vasudevan, Sreeja, Leela, Narayanan

Address : Devayanam, Kumaranellur, Palakkad- 679 552
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